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AvDCW  1  August  196? 

SUBJSCTi  OpsrstlonsiL  Report  of  this  25th  IhfantrT  Division  for  the 
Period  aiding  July  1?69,  RCS  CSPOR  -  65  (B-l) 
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Locations  C5i  Chi  Base  Cas^  (n647153y,  Cu  Chip  RVN^ 

Reporting  Officers  Major  General  EUls  W#.  Williamson 

Prepared  By*  Sijor  Mloheel  D,  Keating,  l8th  Military  History  Detachment, 
Ap  Referenoesi  Vietnam,  1850,000,  Series*  1701^,  Sheets*  613I  I,  IIj 
6132  Hi;  6230  I„  H,  nio  IVj  6231  I,  II,  IH,  IV8  6232  II,  III,  IV|t 

6330  r.  H.  iTj  6331  m. 


(C5^  Section  I,  Operations  i:  Significant  Activities » 

A,  Generals  During  the  previous  reporting  quarter  the  25th  Infantry 
Dlrision  had  completely  precepted  the  enoiy^s  planned  "Winter-Spring"*  Of¬ 
fensive,  In  the  last  week  of  February  I969,  the  Division  crushed  the  ea— 
eny  attack  forces  which  had  moved  against  Patrol  Base  Diamond,.  Fire  Support 
Base  Mahone  H,  Dau  Tleng  Base  CAsp  and  Cu  Chi  Base  Csusp,  During  March  the 
I^'rlsion  engaged  in  a  series  of  Intense  battles  with  enemy  forces  in  their 
staging  areas  along  the  Saigon  River,  and  in  the  Ben  Cui  and  Cau  Khol  Rubber 
Plantations  as  numerous  atteiq>t8  to  ambush  Division  convoys  were  turned  in¬ 
to  major  enemy  defeats.  The  Division  maintained  relentless  pressiire  against 
the  eneiqr  units  throughout  April,  forcing  their  depleted  reimants  to  seek 
sanctuary.  Toward  the  end  of  April  the  enemy  made  several  futile  attenpts 
to  salvage  some  success  from  his  aborted  offensive ,•  His  multi-battalion 
attacks  against  Patrol  Base  Diamond  II,  Patrol  Base  Diamond  IH  and  Patrol 
Base  Frontier  City,  launched  from  Cambodia,  resulted  In  abject  defeat  and 
the  loss  of  494  men.  The  Division's  counteroffensive  had  left  the  enemy 
forces  In  a  seriously  weakened  condition. 


As  the  present  reporting  period  began,  the  Division  determined  to  pur¬ 
sue  a  three-fold  objective  alsied  at  preeiptlon  of  any  new  eneay  offensive 
moves.  Through  widespread  reconnaissance  missions  and  battlefield  surveil¬ 


lance,  the  Division  troops  would  detect,  engage,  and  destroy  eneay  main, 
force  units  through  the  rip  Id  reinforcement  of  and  application  of  siasslve 
firepower  to  every  contact,'  Combined  operations  with  ARVN  and  BF/PF  forces 
would  be  Increased  to  the  maxlmam  in  order  to  up-grade  the  efficiency  of 
these  units  and  to  apply  more  ooabat  power  throtighout  the  Division  TA0R» 
The  pacification  program  would  be  vigorously  executed  in  order  to  further 
erode  the  enemy's  physical  and  psychological  strength.  Special  eaphasls 
would  be  placed  on  the  destruction  of  the  Viet  Cong  Infrastructure » 

f  o/i  oT  or 
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COWFlbENTllRL 

The  i:&Yl''lon  OX  SMtlon  rapldlj  axid  aeouratelj  deTelopsd  ihedr  eetiaait# 
of  the  enemy's  Intentions  for  -^e  sprlns  sad  snsamsr  of  1969*-  the  enemy  osaih 
pdgn  plans  did  not  promise  or  oaH  for  total  Tiotory  as  the  pamt* 
stead,  they  Indloated  that  rlotory  nonld  be  aohlered  In  an  ^iadlreort'''  sad 
•coi^llesAed''  msyv  Military  aetlvity  mould  be  ooinlaot^  to  galir  polltleaL 
and'  psyohologioal  adrantage  ormr  the  U»S«  and  QVK.  thns  meakehlng  our  r**  ^ 
solve hastening  our  departure,  and  leaving  toe  nuF* ‘^olitloally  doadnant 
in  Sbuto  VletnaRsv  (See  Overlay  X  -  %ieny  Obit  looatlonv) 

The  enemy  planned  to  oonduot  this  oampalgn  with  a  series  of  high 
points  of  aetlvitj7  timed  to  eoinolde  vitU  slgnifloant  Viet  Cong  and  Ibrtlit 
Vietnanese  holidays  and  important  events  at  the  FSiria  Pemoe  Talks*.  Pklor 
to  each  high  point  of  activity,  the  nadir,  fores  units  mould  avoid  oontaet 
and  prepare  themselves  In  their  base^aream;.  During  these  periods  the  loUel 
forces  mould  be  aetive  In  extending  their  area  of  control  through  terrorism, 
and  oooupy  the  attention  of  and  (SfS  forces  by  interdietlng  lines  or 
eommonioation  and  conducting  harassing  attacks,  attaoks  byr  firm  and  sapper 
attacks*  In  addition  to  keeping  Uod«  and  JSPlt  forces  preoooupied,  these> 
taotlcs  would  screen  the  movement  of  main  force  supplies  and  units  to  for¬ 
ward  areas*.  The  high  points  themselves  would  involve  coordinated  attaokm 
by  malir  and  local  force  units  to  dismqit  the  pacification  efforts  and  seise 
objectives  of  signifiewit  politioal/psychologioal  advantage* 

Jay  Hluh  Province  was  pinpointed  as  the  le^^Jor  battlefield  6‘f  the 
earlier  stages  of  ths  offensive*  ^  that  area^^  Tay  Nlnh  City,  Tsy  Hlnh  Base 
Cssqp  (3nfl551L),  Wre  Support  Base  Vaahington  (XT1&7568),  Fire  Support  Base 
Buell  (rr2t0535).  Fire  Stpport  Bese  Creek  (XT055595)*  the  Tay  Hinh  Chieu 
Hoi  Center  (XT210500)  and  and  U.3,  Installetions  at  Ben  Sol  (XT093475) 
were  targeted  for  atUoks.  Cu  Chi  (XT651i5>  and  Dau  Tieng  (IT4^7)  Base 
Calais  were  also  considered  enemy  objectives*  In  the  southernmost' portion 
of  toe  TIDE,  Duo  Ho*  City  (XS4996>  and  Bao  Tral  (XS.389998i  as  weU  as  Fire 
Support  Base  Keians,  (ZT6p40t7)»  which  sits  astride  a  tra^tional  enemy  line 
of  commanicatioxr'  from  Cambodiai.  to  Seigon,  were  given  special  attantlon  by 
elenents  reoonnoiterlng  the  area*.  The  Phu  Cuong  and  Ba  B<qp  Bridgaa,  vlti^  ' 
links  across  the  Saigon  River,  were  also  slated  for  destruction* 

The  considerably  weaksnsd  enesy  attenptad  to  bolster  local  guerriUm 
forces  with  full  time  cadre  for  use  in  terrorist  activities  and  disnqitlen; 
of  the  pacification  program*  Throughout  May,  enemy  main  force  units  re¬ 
ceived  replacements  and  supplies,  conducted  training  In  rear  base  areas* 
and  sent  out  reconnaissance  elements  while  local  forces  continued  terrojr- 
iat  activities  and  assassinations*:  Special  instruction  in  teohniqjues  for 
sapper  squads  was  oon^ileted  by  the  1st  of  pointing  to  a  posaibla 

increase  in  this  type  of  sotivlty* 

Daring  this  period,  the  plight  of  the  enemy  soldier  seemed  to  be  far 
from  In^rovlng*  Attesyts  to  offset  low  morale  were  evidenced  by  frequent 
issuance  of  directives  stressing  IdeologioiSL  indoctrination*  Tha  Ommaittee 
On  South  ViAtnam  no  longer  promised  total  victory  and  set  limited  military 
objectives  for  their  forces*  The  fear  of  air,  strikes,  continuous  failure 
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to  «chi0V8  combat  suo;c:;f.!»p  a  shortage  of  food  and  ammunition o  malajl*  and 
exhaustion  all  contributed  to  a  deteriorating  enemy  moraleo  Kvj.dence  in- 
dloated  an  increasing  trend  of  discontent  among  VtT/NVl  forces  who  apparent¬ 
ly  began  to  pursue  the  thought  that  the  war  wotxld  be  solved  politicailyv 

During  Mayi,  the  crganization  of  Division  forces  in  the  1st  Brigade 
area- around  Tay  Ninh  City  included  the  4th  Battalion „  9th’ Infantry#  the 
4th  Battalion  (Mechanised )i,  /?3rd  Infantry „  and  the  3ni  Battalion^  22nd  In¬ 
fantry,  supported  by  the  7th  Battalion,,  ILth  Arti'J.lery  and,,  for  the  first 
ten  days  of  May,  by  Troop  C,,  3r<3  Squadron,,  17th  Air  Cavalry o- 

The  4-9  Inf  was  given  uhe  mission  of  conducting  day  and  night  of¬ 
fensive  operations  in  the  Runegade  (IT2828' ■XT2832 and  Straight  Edge  (XTt6- 
34)  Woods  to  interdict  VC/NVA  lines  of  eommunicatlonij  to  find  and  destroy 
enemy  base  areas,  caches  and  elements  of  the  2Vlst  and  272nd  NVA  Begimenta 
and  Dl6  VC/NVA  Battallono  The  4  •?''  Mech  was  given  a  similar  mission  In 
areas  generally  north  of  Tay  Ninh,  City  along  with  prevention  of  eneny  con¬ 
trol  of  Highways  22  and  2bo.  The  mission  of  the  3  22  Inf  was  to  locate  and 
destroy  elements  of  the  273rd  KVA.  Regiment  northwest  of  Tay  Ninh  and  to 
preempt  attacks  by  fire  against  Tay  Ninh  City  and  Tay  Ninh  Base  Can^)o 
Bfaphasis  was  also  placed  up-  n  conducting  night  operations  based  upon  cur¬ 
rent  intelligence  to  further  fru:5trate  enemy  operafion!' o. 

The  2nd  Brigade  continued  operations  in  Hau  Nghia  Province  with  six 
battalions  conducting  extensive  jreconnaijj£,ance/,rearch  operations  o  The 
2nd  Brigade  was  coit^josed  of  the  2nd  BBttalion,^  i4th  Infantry,,  with  th*  mis¬ 
sion  of  destroying  elements  of  the  269th  VC/NVAi  Battalion,,  the  2642  VC/RVA 
Battalion  and  local  VCI  in  the  Bao  Trai-Ify  Hanh  region  (XT5OO5)#  the  2nd 
Battalion,  27th  Infantry,  charged  with  destroying  base  areas,  caches  and 
interdicting  movement  of  the  9t.h  VC/BVA  Division  west  of  the  Vam  Co  Dong 
River#  the  1st  Battalion  (Mechani®ed),  5th  Ihfant:fy,,  with  the  mission  o3f 
locating  and  destroying  base  areas  and  caches  of  the  88th  and  268th  Regi¬ 
ments  and  eliminating  VC  cadre  in  the  Trung  Lap^Hobo  Woods  area  (XT5020-6020) 
as  well  as  preventing  attacks  by  fire  against  Cu  Chi  Base  Caa^)#  the  2nd 
Bat-talion,  12th  Infantry,  with  the  mission  of  destroying  local  forces  of 
the  109th  and  268th  VC/NVA  Regiments  and  local  VC  cadre  in  the  t^per  Cita¬ 
del  area  (XT5025)ii  the  2nd  Battalion,  >tfth  Armor  (-),  operating  in  the  Fil- 
hol-Phu  Hoai  Dong  areas  (XT6?2(>  •XT7OL.O)  to  conduc  t  reconnaissance/search 
operations  to  interdict  enemy  movement  and  destroy  local  force  elements  and 
Viet  Cong  cadre#  and  the  1st  Battalion,  508th  Airborne  Infantry,  to  preempt 
enemy  activity  east  of  the  Angel "s  Wing, 

The  1--508  Inf  left  Difision  control  on  24  May  and  the  3rd  Squadron,  17th 
Air  Cavalry  , “shifted  to  .support  elements  of  the  2nd  Brigade,  The  2nd  Brigade 
was  supported  by  the  1st  Battalion,  Stn  Artiileryo 

The  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  22nd  Infantry,  and  the  1st  Battalion, 
27th  Infantry,  supported  by  the  2nd  Batialiou,  77’f.b  Artillery,  continued  to 
be  the  maneuver  bat'talions  under  3*^  Brigade  control  in  the  western  poidiios; 
of  Binh  Ehong  Provlnceo  The  2-22  Moch  had  the  basic  mission  of  con’bacting 
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elements  of  the  Ist  and.  NVA  Di'*’lslons  in  the  Ben  Cul  (XT4646)  and 
Mlchelln  Rubber  Plantations  (11555'?)  wt«re  vigorous  attaints  to  dlsnqjt  the 
local  communist  infrastructure  had  met  s’leowKW  Ih  the  prerioutf  report- 

Ing  periods  The  l-'27th  Ihf  was  to  destroy  enemy  caches  and  units  In  the  Boi 
Lol  Woods  areai  (IT4838)o 

The  3rd  Squadron p  4th  Cavalry  was  to  operate  in  the  western  Citadel 
region  north  of  Go  Dau  Ha  and  destroy  element*  of  the  80thp  and  260th  VC/NVA 
Regiments  and  VC  cadres  Elements  of  the  1~5  Meoh  and  2-“  14  Inf,,  under  the 
operational  control  of  the  2-34  Armor,,  provided  security  for  the  Phu  Cuong 
(IT8114)  and  Ba  Bep  (IT7B13)  Brldgesu  (See  Overlay  2  -  25th  Inf  Dlv  TAOR 
1  May  -  .30  June  1969) 

The  month  of  May  was  generally  eharacterlaed  by  scattered  activity 
throughout  the  Division  area  with  the  major  actions  dovaloplng  In  the 
2nd  Brigade  area  in  Hau  Nghla  Province  as  a  result  of  preemptive  operetiona 
conducted  by  Division  force So  During  the  first  week  in  May^  ane^y  main 
force  units  were  in  a  standdown  posture^  performing  reeonnalf sanoe 0  re¬ 
supply  missions  and  trainings  (^ration  Toan  Thang,,  Phase  III  was  still 
in  effect  as  Division,  forces  moved  to  cotinter  these  prepaiwitory  gestures 
by  the  enemy  O' 

Hard  fighting  broke  out  in  the  2nd  Brigade  area  in  a  series  of  friendly 
initiated  contacts  with  eneiqy  platoon  and  company  sired  elements  lodgsd  in 
the  Citadel p  Ho  Bo  Woods  and  f llhol  Phu  Hoa  Dong  areas 0-  On  2  Mayp  Troops 
A  and  Bp  3rd  Squadron p  4th  Cavalry^  performing  a  reconnaissance  missionis 
located  a  group  of  bunker  con^^lexes  near  the  Bol  Iiol  Woods  (XT475325)d  •hd 
engaged  an  unknown  sized  enemj'  forre  with  organic  weapons s  NVA  soldiers  in 
the  bunkers  returned  fire  wltn  small  arms,,  automatio  weapons  and  RPO's*  The 
cavalrymen  moved  their  Sheridan  tanks  forward  and  pounded  the  bunkere  with 
155bbb  Tiro  while  helicopter  gunahips  pinned  the  enemy  dowHo  The  ground  troops 
moved  back  to  allow  artillery  and  air  strikes  to  smash  the  well-* fortified 
bunkers 0  Sweeping  through  the  a reap  Troops  A  and  B  recovered  28  enemy  bodies 
and  captured  two  Viet  Cong  prisoners ‘of-warg 

In  the  Citadel  on  5  Majp  enemy  plans  lor  a  convoy  ambush  were  upset 
by  the  2nd  Battalion p  12th  Infantryr  which  was  sweeping  the  area  along 
Highway  6A  north  of  Trang  Bang  (XT5U0256)g  Warned  in  advanoe  by  intel¬ 
ligence  of  the  ambush  attenqptp  the  convoy  security  elements  engaged  the 
enemy  as  they  moved  along  the  highway  ahead  of  the  convoyo  Artllleryp 
helicopter  gunshlps  and  air  strikes  were  placed  upon  the  enemy  positloir 
and  16  NVA  wero  killed 0  The  ambush  attempt  was  the  first  of  several  swell 
enemy  actions  designed  to  give  their  replar;emeni.i^  combat  experience  as  part 
of  an  Soulatlon  Campalgno  At  1145  hours  that  same  day  in  the  Ho  Bo  Woo^ 
(XT599228)p  Coopany  A„  1st  Battalionp  500th  Airborne  Infantryp  opened  fire 
on  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  and  kept  them  fixed  in  place  for  destruction 
by  air  strikes.  Sixteen  NVA  were  killed  and  two  n,Sp  infantryman  wounded 
in  the  encounter. 

Activity  increased  sharply  in  the  2nd  and  3rd  Brigade  areas  during 
the  second  week  of  May  and  the  first  of  several  enemy  initiated  attacks 
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announced  the  beginning  of  his  Sunmer  Offei  >  ^ 

and  C,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanised)^  3^^  Infai.  ..  •  ^  security 

off  of  Highway  1  northeast  of  Trang  Bang  (rr50ol9b;,,  ao^eciLed  eneny  troopa 
one  kilometer  from  the  highway  and  engaged  them  with  organic  weapons,,  Slmm 
mortars,  artillei'y  and  helicopter  gunship.*,,  resulting  in  13  enemy  killede 
In  the  eastern  portion  of  the  2nd  Brigade  JU)  on  8  May  at  1300  hours,,  Com-* 
p  'ly  D,  2nd  Battalion,  l4th  Infantry,,  conducted  a  combat  assault  along  * 
sv,3pected  enemy  route  to  Saigon  (XT765l6o)o.  They  located  an  enemy  force 
and  engaged  them  with  organic  weapons„  An  element  from  the  2nd  Battalion, 
34th  Armor,  Joined  the  contact  and  placed  9Ctau  tank  fire  on  the  enemyo 
Helicopter  gunships  and  artillery  were  erqsloyed  and  a  sweep  of  the  area 
revealed  29  enemy  killedo  One  eneny  soldier  rallied  to  Company  D  (2-14  Inf) 
and  identified  the  enemy  force  in  contact  as  the  2nd  Battalion,,  Quyet  Thang 
Regiment  a. 

In  the  3*^  Brigade  area  on  7  May,,  Troop  C„  3rd  Squadron,,  17th  Air 
Cavalry,  exploiting  Hoi  Chanh  information  concerning  a  bunker  conylex 
manned  by  the  3rd  Battalion,,  101st  NVA  Regiment,,  killad  13  NVA  with  auto¬ 
matic  weapons  and  rockets  south  of  the  Mlc.helin  Rubber  Plantation  (IT5847)o- 
This  incident  preceded  a  major  encounter  with  the  enemy  when,  two  days 
later  (9  May),  a  Hoi  Chanh  led  Conqjany  Dj,  1st  Battalion,,  27th  Infantry, 
and  CoB^jany  C,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  22nd  Infantry,,  into  the  same 
area  (IT571453)  where  they  gained  contact  with  an  enemy  force  estimated 
at  200-400  NVAo  The  base  area  held  a  large  quantity  of  aupplles  aiid  w*r 
materd-el,  including  23«4  tons  of  rice,  and  1,400  pounds  of  sal to  In  the 
two-day  battle  tliat  followed,  U«So  forces  poured  a  barrage  of  organic  wee- 
pons,,  artillery  and  air  strikes  into  the  area  with  helicopter  gunships 
overhead  strafing  enemy  positions *  Night  imposed  a  temporary  curfew  over 
the  battlefield  but,  on  the  morning  of  10  May,  hostilities  continued  with 
the  weU-disciplined  eneny  troops  who  refused  to  be  driven  from  the  area 
and  had  to  be  destroyed  in  places  After  their  resistance  had  been  broken, 
a  total  of  115  enemy  bodies  were  recovered  and  three  prisoners-of-war  were 
captured.  The  101st  NVA  Regiment  had  suffered  a  tremendous  lose  which 
prevented  them  from  participating  in  future  operations  for  the  rest  of  the 
month*.  UoSo,  losses  were  two  killed,  nine  wounded  and  two  armored  personnel 
carriers  damaged. 

At  1.040  hours  on  10  May  seven  kilometers  northeast  of  Go  Dau  Ha 
(XT453282),  Troops  Ap.  B  and  G,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry,  on  a,  rocon- 
naissance/search  operation,  engaged  an  eneny  con5>any  with  organic  wea¬ 
pons,  helicopter  gunships,  artillery  and  air  strikes,  resulting  In  2,5 
euy  killed*.  The  cavalrymen  lost  one  man  killed,  three  wounded  and  one 
■Sheridan*  destroyed,. 

On  the  night  of  10  May,  Coii?>any  A,  1st  Battalion  (Mechenized),  5th 
Infantry,  and  one  platoon  from  Con^jany  D,,  2nd  Battalion ,  12th  Infantry, 
established  a  night  offensive  position  in  the  Citadel  (XT559278),  Vhen 
they  had  dug  in  and  circled  their  positions  with  wijre  obstacles,  a  test 
firing  of  weapons  vas  ordered  and,  during  the  test  firing,  one  of  the 
mortar  crews  sent  up  an  illumination  round*  This  light  silhouetted  30  NVA 


5 


C,QA)PlbE.K)rifiU 


C.Ot\JF\t.eWT>J\L 


moving  up  to  th«  perimotero  The  surprised  enemy  soldiers  began  to  run  from 
the  area  In  confusion  as  ,^C  caliber  machine  gun  fire  from  the  armored  peiv 
sonnel  carriers  tore  Into  themo  The  enemy  elements  were  so  disorganised  that 
they  were  unable  to  return  effective  flroo  A  search  of  the  area  the  next 
morning  disclosed  35  enemy  killed  and  19  weapons  abandonedo 

Acting  on  reports  received  from  workers  in  the  Ben  C?ui  Rubber  Plan¬ 
tation  stating  that  the  Ist  Battalion,,  18B  NVA,  Regiment  was  moving  into  the 
Ben  Cui  from  the  north  to  ambush  the  Oa  Chi  Dau  Tleng  supply  convoy^  th» 

3rd  Brigade  sent  Companies  A  and  C„  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized) „  22nd  In^ 
fantry  into  the  area  (XT460470)  on  12  Jktyo  Company  C  made  contact  at  0945 
hours  and  killed  six  NVA  with  organic  weapons  and  artillery »  At  1145  hours j 
not  far  from  this  contact p  Company  A  encountered  an  entrenched  enemy  platoon 
and  engaged  them  with  artillery  and  TAG  alro-  Enemy  small  aims  and  RPG  fire 
killed  one  American  and  wounded  six  otherso  After  fire  ceased,,  Con5>any  A 
located  29  enemy  dead„  four  small  arms,,  40  RPG  rounds  and  a  60inm  mortar  with 
five  rounds  of  ammunition » 


As  a  follow-up  to  the  interception  of  this  force  in  the  Ben  Culp  the  1st 
Brigade’s  4th  Battalion  (Mochanited)„  23rd  Infantry,,  moved  into  the  Crescent  ' 
area  (XT4055)  on  13  May  to  Interdict  any  further  movement  to  the  south.  Early 
on  the  morning  of  14  May,  Con?)any  A.  received  a  mortar  and  ground  attack  from 
an  estimated  enemy  battalion  against  their  night  offensive  position  (XT408518)» 
Company  A  fought  back  with  organic  weapons,  artillery,  gunships  and  TACT  air 
and  killed  54  of  the  enemy,  again  identified  as  part  of  the  ICB  NVA  Regimen^* 


On  the  night  of  12  May,  the  Division  received  its  share  of  the  theatre- 
wide  shellings  that  struck  most  major  UoS,  Installations ,  Dau  Tieng  Base 
Camp  (11494?)  received  38  107ram  rockets-  11  IPObsn  mortar  rounds  and  four  82mm 
mojrtar  rounds j  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  (XT6515)'  hit  with  six  107bbi  rockets,  and 
Tay  Nlnh  Base  Can^j  (XT155X.)  received  33  iDTmm  rockets.  There  were  also  attacks 


by.  fire  on  FSB  Pershing  (XT5l8256)t  PSB  Patton  (XT58321.7),  PB;  Diamond  HI 
(XT327215),  FSB  Stonerean  (XT303710),  FSB  Rawlings  (11317497),.  PB  Frontier 
City  (XT203293)t  FSB  Crook  (XT055595)p  *nd  Tower  at  the  Phu  Hoai  Dong  Com- 
pou^  (XT7019)»  The  Combined  Reconnaissance/ Intelligence  Platoon,  1st  Battei- 
llon  (Meohanised),  5th  Infantry,  suffered  the  heaviest  losses  with  one  man. 


killed  and  five  wounded  as  100  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire  rained  down  on  their 


posltloB  in  the  Cu  Chi  Subsector  (XT627125)p  Other  than  thla  incident,  the 
Division  had  three  men  wounded.  Fire  Support  Base  Rawlinge  effectively  re¬ 
turned  fire  with  a  Night  Hawk  helicopter  and  killed  H  NVA,  after  receiving 
75®»  recollless-  i*lfle  fire,. 


The  3rd  and  6th  ARVN.  Airborne  Battalions  l-umed  back  three  attacks  on 
their  positions  southwest  ol  Tay  Ninh  City  (XT12l4l.t‘XT0943-XX1746)  on'  UL 
and  12  May,  'killing  a  total  of  I76  NVA  and  capturing  four  prisoners  from  tb* 
271 st  NVA  Regiments 


This  brief  series  of  attacks  constituted  the  first  phase  of  the  enemy’s 
Svumner  Offensive,  Subsequent  enemy  plans  to  launch  attacks  during  May  for 
propaganda  value  had  to  be  postponed  again  and  again.  Enemy  leaders  held 
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meetlrga  to  analjze  thoir  losses  while  c-jirtiruing  reconnaissance  and  attacks 
by  fire  in  f)reparation  for  a  serJes  of  larmier  attacks  against ,^sti?ategic  U«S« 
installations  and  targeted  civilian  ©enters  in  celebration  of  Ho  Chi  Minh’s 
birthday  cn  19  May,  These  attacks  did  not  materialize  and  the  enemy  initia¬ 
tive  lay  dormant  nnt'l  the  first  week  of  June,  Enemy  actions  consisted  prljn- 
airily  of  incidents  of  taxation^,  terrorism,  mining  and  prcpa^andizing.  In  the 
meantime,  the  Division  concentrated  on  locating  the  elusive  eneny  to  engage 
arid  destroy  him. 

Following  the  attacks  In  the  1st  Brigade  ares,.  Company  G,  Uth  Battalion 
(Machanized),  23rd  Infantry,  or*  a  reconnaissance  nlssltKi  ten  kilometers  east 
of  Nul  Ba  Den  mountain  (XT3965U8)  on  13  May,  located  six  enemy  who  had  been 
lied  by  artillery  as  a  result  of  detect icn  by  SIAR,  In  the  area  where  they 
found  the  bodies,  Companj-  C  desti-oyed  66  rounds  cf  6nmm  mort.ar  ammunition, 
seven  rotuids  of  recoilless  rifle  amnunltion,  six  hand  grenades,  three  RFC 
rounds  and  three  small  anns  weapons.  At  11420  hcurs  on  lU  May,  Compazqr  C, 

3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry,  conducting  a  reconnaissance  mlsitica  three  kilo¬ 
meters  southwest  of  Trai  Bi  CXTC^366l;),  ancountei-ed  an  entrenched  eneny  com¬ 
pany  and  was  supported  by  artillery,  and  air  strikes,  A  sweep  of  the  area 
after  the  enemy  broke  contact  disclosed  2^  NVA  bodies. 

In  mid-May,  stressing  combined  operations,  the  2nd  Brigade  launched  a 
cordon  and  search  operation  of  the  Ap  Gicng  Viec  hamlet  (XT605155)  Just  north 
of  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp,  The  resulting  intelligence  initiated  a  series  of  sig¬ 
nificant  contacts  with  local  for-e  units, 

Ap  Giong  Viec  hamlet  is  sxiirrounded  by  open  rice  paddies,  with  dense 
bamboo  hedgerows  around  the  houses.  The  target  area  was  a  suspected  ccm- 
Diunication/llalscn  point  for  the  Viet  Cong,  Ccmipany  B  and  one  platoon  from 
Company  C,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized),  ^th  Infantry  with  the  132nd  Regional 
Force  Con^jany  Initiated  the  operation  at  0^00  hours  on  21  May,  The  concept 
of  the  operation  was  to  cordon  around  the  hamlet,  while  the  132nd  Regional 
Force  Compaiy  conducted  the  search.  Since  the  area  was  known  to  be  heavily 
booby  trapped,  air  stri  fes  with  napalm  were  used  to  soften  the  periphery  of 
the  area  and  eliminate  some  of  the  booby  traps.  Upon  coo^letion  of  the  air 
strikes,  an  artillery  preparation  (13*5  howitzers  and  14,2"  mortare)  was  ot- 
ployed  on  enemy  bunkers  and  fighting  positions  uncovered  by  the  air  strikes. 
Following  this,  the  search  force  moved  into  the  cbjectiye  area. 

They  imroedlately  captured  a  Viat  Cong  prisoner-of-war,  aimed  with  an 
AK-Uy  rifle,  who  Indicated  that  he  was  a  squad  lecu  er_4iid  that  there  were 
20  other  Viet  Cong  in  the  ccmplex,  A  PSyoPS  tape  wns  made  by  the  prisoner 
calling  upon  his  comrades  to  surrender  and  a  helicopter  with  loudspeakers 
was  dispatched  to  the  operational  area  with  the  Cu  Chi  District  Chief  who 
appealed  to  the  enemy  force  to  surrender.  As  a  result  of  this  PSTOPS  effort, 
one  Viet  Cong  Hoi  Chanh  rallied  to  the  friendly  forces.  Upon  conqjletion  of 
the  PSYOPS  broadcast,  the  "enemy  was  again  engaged  and  the  132nd  Regional 
Force  Cos^any  and  two  pla'^oons  from  Con^^ary  B  (1-3  Mech)  made  a  sweep  of  the 
area  which  disclosed  17  Viet  Cong  KIA,  six  Viet  Cong  prisoners -of -war,  lli 
AK-U?  rifles,  four  pistols,  and  several  ChiCom  grenades,  claymore  mines, 
documents,  and  mortar  accessories. 
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Ir*teiTOt3f<tion  of  the  prisonei^  detema ned  that  they  were  members  of  the 
C-20  Local  Force  Coir.panj’’.  The  neat  important  of  the  prisoners  were  the  Under- 
secretai^’-  for  the  Party  Chapter  Comnitteo  of  Cu  Chi,  the  Political  Officer  of 
the  Cu  Chi  Villace  <>uerilla  Unit,  aiid  a  nurse  wh.o  had  previously  worked  for 
the  5?Uth  ilncineer  Battalion  on  Cu  Clii  Fase  Camp.  The  nurse  was  instrvunental 
in  the  capture  of  three  females  employed  at  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  who  worked  for 
the  Viet  Qoric,  These  personnel  were  involved  in  the  mining  of  the  55hth  En¬ 
gineer  Battalion  mess  hall  on  3  JarajMiy  I969,  Througii  interrogation  of  the 
Viet  Cong  Undersec retaiy  for  the  Party  Committee  of  Cu  Chi  by  the  25ih  Mili¬ 
tary  Intelligence  Detacliment,  additional  intelligence  on  the  hiding  place  of 
the  0-20  Local  Force  Company  C<xnmander  and  other  party  officials  was  obtained. 

Based  on  Intelligence  gained  from  the  operation  on  21  May,  another  com¬ 
bined  operation  was  initiated  in  Ap  Giong  (XT6091!;?)  on  26  May,  with  U,S, 
Forces  forming  th.e  cordon  and  regional  forces  conducting  the  search. 

The  most  signiilcant  result  of  this  operation  was  the  killing  of  the  C-20 
Local  Force  Company  Comitiander  and  the  location  of  a  document  on  his  bo<iy  In- 
dicatijig  that  a  meeting  of  all  Viet  Cong  hamlet  and  district  chiefs  of  Cu  Chi 
liistrict  was  to  be  held  on  29  May  in  the  village  of  Xom  Rang  1  (X'r575235)» 

In  addition,  15'  other  VC  were  killed  in  the  action. 

On  29  ^^y,  the  2nd  Brigade  reacted  to  exploit  the  intelligence  gained 
from  these  documents.  The  operation  began  at  PSOO  hours  with  U,S,  forces 
establishing  a  cordon  and  a  combined  U,S,  end  regional  force  conducting  a 
search  in  the  Xom  Rang  1  area.  The  exact  location  of  the  meeting  was  not 
known,  but  the  general  area  was  known  to  be  in  ihe  vicinity  of  XT570235|  an 
area  of  dense,  heavily  booby  trapped  hedgerows  and  populated  with  Viet  Cong 
sympathizers.  The  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th  Infantry  was  the  control 
headquarters  for  the  operation, 

Aftei'  the  cordon  was  established,  a  PSYOfs  helicopter  began  broadcast¬ 
ing  In  the  target  area  directing  all  clvillsns  to  move  to  a  civilian  collec¬ 
tion  point.  The  concept  of  the  cordon  and  search  was  changed  to  an  assault 
of  the  target  area  when  the  PSYOPS  aircraft  received  heavy  ground  fire  and 
observed  numerous  enemy  taking  evasive  action.  The  friendly  forcee  converged 
into  the  area,  bombarding  enemy  positions  with  organic  weapons,  artillery, 

90nm  tank  guns  and  helicopter  gunshlps  (LFT),  As  the  enemy  fled  through  the 
palm  groves  and  bamboo,  they  were  pounded  with  air  strikes.  This  confron¬ 
tation  cost  the  enemy  one  NVA  prisoner-of-war,  59  VC/KVA  KIA,  one  82mm  mor¬ 
tar,  30  AK-U7  rifles,  eight  RPO  rocket  launchers,  25  Chicom  grenades,  1200 
pounds  of  rice  and  300  yards  of  cloth. 

The  destruction  of  59  enemy  of  the  3rd  Battalion,  266th  NVA  Rogiiaent 
preempted  the  planned  attack  on  the  Trung  Lap  bompound  which  was  indicated  by 
documents  captured  after  the  action.  This  series  of  operations  dealt  a  criti¬ 
cal  blow  to  both  the  local  force  insurgents  and  Viet  Cong  infrastructure 
operating  within  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  responsll.'ility , 

In  other  operations  in  the  2nd  Brlgo.de'  area,  Companies  B  and  D,  2nd 
Battalion,  12th  Infantry,  and  Company  A,  Ist  Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th 
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lru\r.iry  (OPdON  2-12  Inf)  waeed  a  two-day  battle  in  ;<]i  UVA  base  area  on  the 
northern  edoo  of  the  Ho  Bo  it/oods  (XTE>69311)  as  2nd  Brigade  elements  forced 
the  enemi.'’  to  fight  when  he  preferred  to  maintain  a  standdown  posture.  On 
13  May  at  09?^  hours,  the  two  companies  ^conducted  a  combat  assault  and  spot¬ 
ted  an  enemy  soldier  dressed  in  camouflaged  clothing.  He  was  killed  by  small 
ams  fire.  Intense  enemy  fire  consisting  of  automatic  weapons  and  RPG's 
erupted  frcd  the  brush  and  Company  0  withdrew  under  the  cover  of  artillery 
and  helicopter  gunships  (LFT),  Company  A,  1st  Battalion  (Medhanized),  ^th 
Infantry,  set  up  a  blocking  position  while  air  strikes  leveled  the  enemy 
bsise  area.  The  action  was  reinforced  by  Company  B  (2-12  Inf),  lifted  into 
the  area  on  eagle  flights.  Company  D  (2-12  Inf)  and  Company  A  (1-5  Inf) 
advanced  tiirough  the  bunker  complex  and  found  50  enemy  bodies  and  60  bunkers 
destroyed.  The  next  morning  (lii  May),  the  three  coripanies  again  assaulted 
the  area  and,  in  several  scattered  incidents,  killed  3ll  more  NVA. 

* 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  following  the  attacks  of  12  May,  the  2nd  Bat¬ 
talion  (Mechanized),  22nd  Infantry,  began  a  recomaissance  mission  in  a 
densely  vegetated  area  northwest  of  Dau  Tieng  in  the  Crescent,  On  13  May, 
Companies  A  and  C  made  contact  at  1330  hours  with  an  enemy  force  dug  in  to 
well -concealed  positions  (XTU5651U).  Enemy  fire  consisted  of  small  arms, 
automatic  weapons,  RPG's  and  60mm  mortar  rounds  which  killed  one  U.S,  soldier 
.and  wounded  nine  others.  Artillery  and  air  strikes  destroyed  the  enery's 
fortified  positions,  driving  them  from  the  area  and  killing  six.  At  1621 
hours  on  lii  May,  in  the  same  general  area  (XTli5l5l3),  Companies  A,  B  and  C 
and  the  Reconnaissance  Platoon  of  the  same  battalion  engaged  elements  of 
an  enemy  battalion-sized  force  and  again  received  heavy  RPG  and  mortar  fire. 
Artillery  and  air  strikes  broke  the  enemy's  resistance,  leaving  seven  NVA 
dead.  The  combined  U,S,  forces  lost  two  men  killed  and  five  wounded. 

During  the  third  week  in  May,  the  1st  and  3rd  Brigades  experienced  light 
contact  but  fighting  in  the  2nd  Brigade  area  continued  to  be  intense. 

On  16  May,  the  3rd  Squadron,  Uth  Cavalry,  located  a  large  cache  in  the 
Ho  Bo  Woods  (XT510316)  and  in  the  next  two  days  evacuated  or  destroyed  17 ,U 
tons  of  rice,  U«75  tons  of  salt,  25  pounds  of  marijuana,  several  motorbikes 
and  bicycles,  9800  rounds  of  smeBll  arms  ammunition,  50  pounds  of  foodstuffs, 
one  60»nm  mortar,  37  rounds  of  RPG  ammunition,  and  other  assorted  weapons 
and  munitions.  Also  on  l6  May,  Companies  A  aiul  B,  Ist  Battalion,  508th  Air¬ 
borne  Infantxy,  conducted  combat  assaults  in  the  soutlieastem  portion  of  the 
Ho  Bo  Woods  (XT6572li6)  and,  at  1330  hours,  engaged  an  enemy  force  with  organ¬ 
ic  weapons.  Helicopter  gunships,  artillery  and  air  strikes  supported  the 
firefight  that  developed  and  when  the  fighting  had  subsided,  38  NVA  bodies 
were  located  at  the  contact  site.  Neither  of  the  two  U.S,  companies  sus¬ 
tained  casualties. 

On  18  May,  the  2nd  Brigade  again  turned  its  attention  to  the  Citadel 
where  two  contacts  developed  only  minutes  apart  within  three  kilometers  of 
each  other.  At  1235  hours.  Troops  B  and  C,  3rd  Squadron,  Uth  Cavalry,  com¬ 
pleting  a  detailed  search  of  an  area  which  had  disclosed  four  NVA  bodies, 
exchanged  fire  with  an  enemy  platoon,  was  reinforced  with  artillery  and  heli¬ 
copter  gunships,  and  killed  I4  Viet  Cong  (XT513282).  At  12U7  hours.  Company  D, 
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2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry,  conducting  patrols  along  Highway  6A,  engaged 
1-2  enemy  platoons  and  killed  lU  more  NVA  (XT5o82^)9),  supported  by  Blmm  mor¬ 
tars,  artillery  and  helicopter  gunships, 

Thert  were  three  contacts  in  the  Ho  Bo  Woods  on  20  Hay.  At  09^2  hours. 
Troops  B  and  C,  3rd  Squadron,  Uth  Cavalry,  lost  one  jian  killed,  two  wounded 
and  sustained  damage  to  one  "Sheridan"  and  an  an.iored  personnel  carrier 
(XT^U232l)  as  a  result  of  enemy  fire  after  they  contacted  an  enemy  force  en¬ 
trenched  in  a  bunker  complex.  They  saturated  the  area  with  l52mm  tank  fire, 
artillery  and  air  strikes  and  located  six  NVA  killed.  At  iSlS  hours,  seajx:h- 
ing  an  area  neai'by  (XT51232U),  Troop  A  located  a  30-bunker  hospital  complex 
wliich  had  been  in  recent  use.  At  1)4.20  hours,  Comoany  C,  1st  Battalion,  508th 
Airborne  Infantry,  conducting  a  reconnaissance  mission,  fired  on  an  enemy 
force  of  unknown  size,  killing  16  of  the  enemy  and  capturing  nine  weapons 
while  sxiffering  no  casualties  (XT57223)4).  At  1535  hours  in  the  Ho  Bo  Woods 
(XT568319),  Team  #25,  Company  F,  75th  Infantry' (Ranger)  blasted  a  Viet  Cong 
squad  in  a  daylight  ambush  with  claymore  mines  and  organic  weapons,  killing 
seven  of  them. 

Company  D,  2nd  Battalion,  llj.th  Infantry,  located  a  cache  in  the  Filhol 
Rubber  Plantation  (XT639219)  at  13U0  hours  that  same  day  (20  Hay),  uncover¬ 
ing  18  rounds  of  RPG  ammunition,  I8  RPG  boosters,  80  rounds  of  M-79  ammunition 
and  quantities  of  l55mm,  105mm  and  small  arms  ammunition. 

During  the  last  week  of  Hay,  activity  in  the  1st  Brigade  area  was  at 
a  relatively  low  level.  On  23  I^y,  the  6th  ARVN  Airborne  Battalion  killed 
30  KVA  in  an  engagement  southwest  of  Tay  Ninh  City  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Vam  Co  Dong  River  (XTli42l435).  At  I300  hours  on  the  same  day.  Company  A, 

Uth  Battalion  (Mechanized),  23rd  Infantry,  on  a  reconnaissance  mission  in 
the  Cau  Khoi  Rubber  Plantation  (XT333U09)  southeast  of  Tay  Ninh  City,  located 
15  NVA  in  green  miforms  who  had  been  killed  by  artillery  fire.  That  night, 
a  Troop  D,  3rd  Squadron,  Uth  Cavalry  Night  Hawk  helicopter,  flying  near  the 
Cambodian  Border  west  of  Tay  Ninh  (W985583),  killed  five  NVA  with  automatic 
weapons  and  rockets. 

At  2150  hours  on  2U  Hay,  the  3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  at  Fire  Sup¬ 
port  Base  Crook  (XT055595)j  detected  numerous  groups  of  5-6  enemy  around 
their  base  with  radar  and  throughout  the  night  engaged  them  with  organic 
weapons,  artillery,  Night  Hawk  helicopters,  a  C-II9  gunships  and  aerial 
rocket  artillery,  killing  20  NVA,  On  the  night  of  the  25th,  Tay  Ninh  Base 
Gamp  received  several  107mm  rockets  but  there  were  no  casualties  or  damage. 

On  28  May,  the  7th  Battalion,  11th  Artillery  Aerial  Observer  located  seven 
NVA  KIA  in  an  area  that  had  been  engaged  with*  artillery  sis  a  result  of 
seismic  sensor  activations. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area,  the  month  closed  with  the  same  intense  activ¬ 
ity  that  had  prevailed  throughout  May,  On  22  May,'  a  25th  Aviation  Night 
Havdc  helicopter  observed  a  group  of  enemy  around  a  campfire  south  of  Ben 
Sue  (XT6OO315)  at  0115  hours  and  killed  ten  NVA  with  rockets  and  automatic 
weauons.  In  the  eastern  portion  of  the  2nd  Brigade  AO  on  23  May,  the  2nd 
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Battalion,  3Uth  Armor  at  Fire  Support  Base  Qnory  (XT70211;7)  detected  move¬ 
ment  with  radar  and  called  in  artillery,  resulting  in  10  more  NVA  KIA,  On 
2U  May,  contact  was  gained  in  the  Citadel  (XT503257)  when  Company  B,  2nd 
Battalion,  12th  Infantry,  engaged  a  squad  of  OTA  soldiers  and  battered  their 
position  with  artillery,  killing  nine  of  them.  The  next  day,  a  2nd  Brigade 
command  and  control  ship  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  one  kilometer  west 
of  the  Saigon  River  (xi'6U03095  with  artillery  and  air  strikes,  killing  11  NVA, 

On  26  Kay,  Congjanies  C  and  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry,  sweeping 
an  area  of  previous  air  strikes  (XT551293)  nasu:  the  Hobo  Woods,  located  nine 
NVA  KIA  and,  at  lU35  hours,  the  ll6th  Assault  Helicopter  Company,  supporting 
Companj’’  C,  strafed  enemy  soldiers  with  automatic  weapons  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Ho  Bo  Wowis  (XT59030li),  killing  eight  of  them. 

On  31  May,  Companies  B  and  C,  ?nd  Battalion.  l?th  Infantry,  on  a  recon- 
naissfince  mission  west  of  the  Saigon  River  (XT641298),  met  with  an  eneiry 
platoon  entrenched  in  a  base  area  and  nailed  for  artillery,  helicopter  gun- 
ships  and  air  strikes.  The  eneny  base  was  destroyed  and  25  OTA  killed, 

Eleven  enemy  weapons,  2k  hand  grenades  and  ll;  rounds  of  flPO  ammunition  weire 
either  captured  or  destroyed.  That  same  day,  Company*  B,  ist  Battalion 
(Heohsnir.ed),  5th  Infantry,  located  seven  tons  of  rice  in  the  Hobo  Woods 
(XT5602Q0)  while  oh  a  reconnaissance  mission, 

Dau  Tieng  Base  Camp  (XTli9U7)  received  rocket  and  mortar  attacks  on 
23,  25  and  27  May  but  again  sustained  no  casualties  or  damage. 

During  the  month  of  May,  Division  planning  placed  increased  emphasis 
on  combined  operati.on3  with  Regional,  Provincial  and  ARV!!  units  to  improve 
t}wir  combat  efficiency.  The  nuraber  of  daily  operatl.on«j  more  than  doubled 
to  a  total  of  531.  These  operations  were,  for  the  most  part,  combat  assaults, 
night  combat  patrols,  co\mter  VCI  operations,  reconnals sane e- in-force,  cordon 
and  search,  base  camp  defense  and  WIOGAPS,  A  t)!!."!!  of  all  the  operationo 
were  conducted  during  the  hours  of  darkness. 

In  pacification  efforts  during  the  month,  the  Ist,  2nd,  and  3rd  Bri¬ 
gades,  DI3CCM,  and  the  3rd  Squadron,  4tJi  Cavalry,  oomluoted  a  total  of  179 
broadcast  and  17U  leafle't  missions  and  treated  20,000  patients. 

As  the  month  closed,  the  body  count  of  enemy  killed  stood  at  1,586, 

During  June,  the  enemy  launched  a  series  of  attacks  which  constituted 
the  second  phase  of  his  Summer  Offensive,  The  main  thx*u8t  of  these  attack* 
centered  in  Tay  Ninh  Province,  the  Ist  Brigade  area  of  operations,  as  the 
9th  VC/lr/A  Division  moved  igalnat  Tay  Ninh  City,  The  attacks  were  preempted 
by  Division  and  GVN  forces.  Intelligence  sources  indicated  that  the  enemy's 
immediate  objective  in  attempting  to  enter  the  city  and  hold  a  portion  of  it 
for  a.  five  day  period  was  to  announce  the  establishment  of  Tay  Ninh  City  as 
the  Capitol  of  the  NIF's  Provisional  government.  The  enemy  also  hoped  to 
show  the  local  popilace  that  the  allied  foroes  could  not  protect  them,  there¬ 
by  destroying  confidence  in  the  GVN  pacification  programj  to  embaraas  the  U,S, 
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internationally,  and  te  receive  suppert  from  the  populace  in  the  form  of  a 
popular  uprising.  Between  high  points  of  activity,  the  enemy  launched  a 
vicious  terrorist  campaign,  entering  hamlets  hy  night  to  assassinate  civil¬ 
ians,  and  conducted  an  intensive  campaign  to  extend  and  strengthen  the 
infrastructure  as  a  base  upon  which  to  launch  the  political  activities  of 
the  NLF's  shadow  government. 

The  Division's  goals  during  this  period  continued  to  be  to  work  to¬ 
wards  a  balanced  mission  of  pacification,  engagement  of  enemy  main  force 
units  in  heavy  contact,  and  the  continued  upgrading  of  South  Vietnamese 
units. 

The  alignment  of  maneuver  battalions  in  the  TAOR  remained  basically 
unchar,ged  for  the  first  three  weeks  of  June  but  during  the  month  the  Divi¬ 
sion  accomplished  a  major  revision  of  its  boundries  and  restructured  the 
composition  of  its  three  brigades. 

Night  Hawk  helicopters  and  night  canbat  patrols  were  continually  em¬ 
ployed  to  hamper  the  enemy's  movement  during  the  hours  of  darkness  and  to 
undermine  him  psychologically  by  reducing  his  sense  of  security  at  night. 

The  Division  planned  to  locate  the  onemy  with  small  reconnaissance  forces 
and  to  quickly  concentrate  friendly  forces  when  contact  was  established. 

The  attack  on  Tay  Ninh  City  followed  a  period  during  which  enemy  for¬ 
ces  reconnoitered  U,S,  and  GVN  installations  while  avoiding  contact  in  the 
1st  Brigade  area.  Enemy  forces  moved  tovrard  the  city  from  the  northwest, 
southwest,  south  and  east.  At  05^0  hours  on  S  June,  Companies  C  and  D, 

Uth  Battalion,  9th  Infantry,  air-lifted  into  the  Renegade  Woods  15  kilo¬ 
meters  south  of  Tay  Ninh  (XT296313)#  intercepted  elements  of  the  271st 
NVA  Regiment,  and  engaged  them  with  organic  weapons,  helicopter  gunshlps 
and  air  strikes,  resulting  in  U5  NVA  KIA,  Four  Americans  were  killed  and 
ill  wounded,  and  a  light  observation  helicopter  was  shot  down  and  destroyed. 

During  the  early  morning  hours  of  6  June,  the  enemy  initiated  a  chain 
of  attacks  against  fire  support  bases  siirroundlng  Tay  Ninh  City,  Indirect 
enemy  fire  struck  a  night  defensive  position  established  by  the  l|th  Battalion 
(Mechanized),  23rd  Infantry,  at  the  base  of  Nul  Ba  Den  mountain  northeast 
of  Tay  Ninh  City  (XT26P56!|)j  at  Fire  Support  Base  Washington  northwest  of 
f  Tay  Ninh  Base  Camp  (XT1U6568') j  at  Fire  Siapport  Base  Buell  north  of  Tay  Ninh 
City  (XT22053?)j  and  at  Fire  Support  Base  Crook  kilometers  northwest  of 
Tay  Ninh  Base  Camp  and  six  kilometers  from  the  Cambo<Uan  Border  (XTO5509S')* 

The  5th  and  8th  ATIVIJ  Battalions  killed  86  enemy  when  the  27l8t  NVA  Regi¬ 
ment  attempted  to  overrun  their  positions  southeast  of  Tay  Ninh  City  (XT17- 
Ul-XTl)iU2),  Tay  Ninh  Base  Camp  (XTl5!5l)  received  2.’i  107mm  rockets  and 
57  82mm  mortar  rounds  but  sustained  no  casualties  or  damage. 

The  first  indication  of.  an  impending  attack  on  Fire  SuppoVt  Base 
Crook  (3-22  Inf)  came  at  2000  hours  on  5  June  when  the  base  monitored 
seismic  sensor  activations,  indicating  movement  east  and  northwest  of  the 
base.  At  the  same  time,  the  AN/Pl’S-U  radar  mounted  on  the  observation 
tower  began  to  detect  groups  of  enemy  personnel  moving  in  the  woodlines 
around  the  base.  All  of  those  targets  were  engaged  iriLth  supporting  artillery. 
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At  2130  hours,  the  battalion  executive  officer  (in  command  of  the  base) 
requested  interdictory  artillet^j'  fires  on  the  trails  and  likely  assembly 
areas  around  the  base,  and  placed  the  base  on  100^  alert.  At  0100  hours, 
movement  around  the  base  generally  ceased,  but  at  02!j5  hours,  the  enen\y 
initiated  an  attack  by  fire,  consisting  of  a  heavy  concentration  of  rocket, 
mortar,  recoilless  rifle,  RPG  and  small  arms  fire.  Host  of  the  rockets 
passed  over  the  base  and  impacted  outside  the  wire  to  the  east'.  One  man 
was  killed  by,  a  mortap  round  as  an  LP  withdrew  from  the  west  but  within 
the  base  there  were  only  minor  injuries  and  little  damage. 

Coordinated  with  the  attack  by  fire,  the  enemj''  launched  a  battalion 
sized  assault  from  the  south  and  east.  The  troops  within  the  base  laid 
down  a  heavy  volume  of  grazing  fire,  as  the  howitzers  fired  "Killer 
Junior"  to  the  depth  of  150-200  meters  all  around  the  base.  Supporting 
l55mn  artilleiy  lilt  enemy  positions  in  the  woodline  to  the  south,  8  inch 
artillerj'  was  fired  deeper  into  this  area,  the  base's  8lmm  and  I4..2"  mor¬ 
tars  fired  on  the  woodline  to  the  east,  and  175mm  artillery  was  used  to 
suppress  enemy  positions  to  the  north.  These  intense  defensive  fires 
sloiTOd  the  enemy  assault  but  a  l6-man  element  did  breach  the  outer  wire 
to  the  south  with  bangalore  toirpedoesj  they  were  stopped  with  small  arms 
and  claymore  mines.  Although  the  attack  had  halted,  the  bulk  of  the  en¬ 
emy  force  remained  in  the  open,  firing  small  anns  and  RPG's.  At  OUOO 
hours,  AC-i;7  and  AG-II9  gunships,  helicopter  fire  teams  and  Air  Force 
fighters  moved  into  the  area  and  saturated  the  open  areas  around  the 
base  with  an  intense  volume  of  fire.  These  gunships  were  engaged  by 
,51  caliber  anti-aircraft  fire,  with  the  heaviest  concentration  to  the 
west.  These  anti-aircraft  positions  were  suppressed  and  by  0530  hours 
the  enemy  had  been  forced  to  withdraw.  Company  B  sent  a  platoon  through 
the  breach  in  the  wire  to  search  the  area  to  the  south  and,  when  the  pla¬ 
toon  moved  into  an  old  village  area  outside  the  base,  they  were  engaged 
at  close  range  by  a  group  of  10-15  enemy  concealed  in  spider  holes.  The 
platoon  quickly  returned  to  the  perimeter  and  requested  artillery  and  TAC 
air,  forcing  the  remaining  NVA  to  withdraw,  A  sweep  of  the  battle  area 
revealed  NVA  KIA  and  nvimerous  arms  and  munitions.  Infiltration  passes 
found  on  three  of  the  bodies  identified  the  battalion  as  an  element  of 
the  272nd  NVA  Regiment, 

At  0930  hours,  6  June,  seven  kilometers  east  of  Tay  Ninh  in  the 
Cau  Khoi  rubber  (XT3U0U57),  Company  A,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  22nd 
Infantry,  a  3ird  Brigade  element,  reacting  to  intelligence,  preempted  an 
ambush  attempt  on  a  Division  cowoy  moving  along  Highway  26,  Corpany  A 
engaged  ki  element  of  the  95C  IWA  Regiment  with  organic  weapons,  ar¬ 
tillery,  helicopter  gunships  and  air  strikes resulting  in  20  NVA  KIA, 

That  same  day.  Company  A,  4th  Battalion  (Mechanized),  23rd  Infantry 
contacted  an  element  of  the  80th  NVA  Regiment  just  outside  the  northern 
suburb  of  Ap  Thanh  3 'on  (XT2U553U)  where  the  enemy  attempted  a  penetration 
of  the  city.  Company  A  killed  10  NVA  soldiers  with  ,50  caliber  fire  from 
their  tracks  at  a  cost  of  four  men  wounded. 

That  night  at  2000  houjrs,  the  pattern  of  activity  around  Fire  Support 
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Base  Crook  resumed  In  an  almost  Identical  fashion.  Radar  and  seismic  sen¬ 
sor  activations  Indicated  enemj'  personnel  moving  towards  and  all  around 
the  base.  Each  area  of  activity  was  engaged  with  mortar  and  artillery 
fire,  or  direct  fire  from  the  Ijowitzers  within  the  base.  By  0100  hours 
on  7  June,  the  majority  of  movement  had  ceased,  but  all  areas  continued 
to  bo  engaged  with  direct  (Killer  Junior)  and  indirect  fires.  At  0200 
hours,  a  Night  Hawk  helicopter,  flyixig  In  support  of  the  action,  detected 
large  groups  of  eneny  moving  towards  the  base  along  the  road  from  the 
east.  Artillery  fires  were  immediately  shifted  to  attack  these  groups. 

At  02$^  hours,  the  enemj’-  attack  by  fire  began  with  greater  intensity 
than  on  the  previoTis  night.  For  the  first  few  minutes,  the  rate  of  fire 
was  1^0  rounds  of  rocket,  mortar  and  RPG  fire  per  minute,  and  approx¬ 
imately  50  rounds  per  minute  for  the  next  one  and  one-half  hours.  Three 
U,S,  soldiers  were  wounded  by  the  initial  volley.  Coordinated  with  the 
attack  by  fire,  the  eneny  launched  a  two  battalion  ground  assault,  one 
battalion  moving  out  of  the  woodline  to  the  northeast,  and  the  other  attack¬ 
ing  from  the  northwest.  The  base  engaged  the  attacking  eneny  with  "Killer 
Junior"  and  automatic  weapons.  The  Night  Hawk  helicopter  strafed  the  en¬ 
emy  coning  out  of  the  jungle  to  the  northeast,  while  helicopter  fire  teams 
hit  the  battalion  on  the  northwest  with  machine  gun  and  rocket  fire.  These 
gunships  were  followed  by  TAG  air  strikes  which  dropped  napalm  and  frag¬ 
mentation  bombs  on  this  force.  An  AC-U7  gunship  and  helicopter  gunships 
engaged  the  ,5l  caliber  machine  guns  which  had  begun  firing  from  the  west, 
lY^rm  artillery  fire  was  placed  on  the  j-angle  to  the  northwest  while 
mortar  fire,  l55mn  and  8  inch  howitzer  fire  was  used  to  suppress  the  en¬ 
emy  firing  positions  to  the  east  and  south.  The  area  was  under  contin¬ 
uous  illumination  by  an  AC-119  gunship  which  engaged  the  area  outside  the 
wire  with  mini-gun  fire.  The  enemy  coming  from  the  northeast  was  stopped 
before  they  reached  the  wire.  The  force  attacking  from  the  northwest 
breached  the  first  wire  barrier  but  penetrated  no  further,  Th6  continuous 
defensive  fires  forced  the  enemy  to  attempt  to  withdraw,  but  the  volume 
of  automatic  weapons  fire  and  bursting  munitions  war  so  great  that  the 
majority  were  trapped  and  cut  down  in  the  open,  Thjse  who  did  reach  the 
jungle  had  to  move  through  concentrations  of  mortar  and  artillery  fire, 
which  shifted  out  in  pursuit  of  them. 

By  0530  hours,  those  eneny  who  co\xld  had  withdrawn.  Sweeps  of  the 
area  began  at  0830  hours  and  uncovered  323  NVA  bodies,  10  prisoners-of-  ' 
war  and  a  large  qxiantlty  of  weapons  and  munitions  (See  Combat  After 
Action  Interview  Report,  Tab  D ) 

During  the  day  (?  June),  an  element  of  the  272nd  If/A  Regiment  was 
engaged  by  GVN  forces  as  it  attempted  to  enter  the  southern  sector  of 
Tay  Nlnh  City  (XT26I46)',  The  Uth  Battalion,  9th  Infauxtry  set  up  block¬ 
ing  positions  in  reinforcing  the  scattered  oontaots,  Forty-alx  of  the 
enemy  were  killed. 

At  lliliO  hours,  the  Uth  Battalion  (Mechanized),  23rd  Infantry  Joined 
ARVM  soldiers  in  Ap  Thaixh  S' on  to  drive  out  elements  of  the  88th  NVA 
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Regiment,  B87th  Local  Force  Company  and  KI8AA  Transportation  Company. 

As  civilians  fled  the  area,  the  combined  friendly  forces  engaged  in 
house-to-house  fighting,  killing  a  total  of  U2  enemy. 

At  2000  hours  that  night  (7  June),  the  3rxl  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry 
at  Fire  Support  Base  Crook  oMered  a  test  firing  of  weapons  in  the  event 
that  the  enemy  might  initiate  another  attack.  Scattered  enemy  fire  erupted 
from  the  woodlines  and  was  engaged  with  organic  weapons,  artillery,  heli¬ 
copter  gunships,  AG-II9,  TAG  air  and  a  Night  Hawk  helicopter.  Three  NVA 
KIA.  were  found  the  next  morning,  Ccmpany  A,  ij,th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry, 
under  the  operational 'control  of  the  3-22  Inf,  conducted  a  sweep  around 
FSB  Crook  on  6  June  and  located  60  6Cmm  and  UO  82mm  mortar  rounds.  At 
23UO  hours  on  7  June,  Tay  Ninh  Base  Camp  received  six  rounds  of  82mn 
mortar  fire.  These  attacks  continued  through  the  next  day  (8  June)  when 
Tay  Ninh -Base  Camp  received  30  rounds  of  82iiim  mortar  fire  at  00U5  hours 
and  rockets,  fo\ir  in  a  series,  at  0622  and  0800  hours,  resulting  in  one 
U.S,  KIA  and  six  107mm  rockets  at  21I4.5  hours. 

On  9  June,  the  5th  and  6th  ARVN  Airborne  Battalions  southwest  of 
the  city  killed  86  N'/A  and  captured  three  prisoners-of-war.  who  identified 
the  enemy  forces  as  elements  of  the  2nd  and  3rd  Battalions,  272nd  W^h\ 
Regiment  and  the  1st  Battalion,  271st  NVA  Regiment,  supported  by  each 
regiment's  anti-aircraft  company. 

Another  engagement  around  Tay  Ninh  City  took  place  when  Companies 
A  and  G,  Uth  Battalion  (Mechanized),  23rd  Infantry,  reacting  to  in¬ 
telligence  reports,  fought  a  three-hour  battle  with  elements  of  the  9^C 
Regiment  10  kilometers  east  of  the  city  in  the  Crescent  (XT3C7,50U),  Com¬ 
pany.  G  had  found  a  bunker  in  a  woodline  and  evacuated  22  rounds  of  RPG 
amnonition.  Enemy  soldiers  concealed  in  the  woodlino  hit  Company  C  with 
12  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire,  follovred  by  an  intense  barrage  of  small 
arms,  automatic  weapons,  RPd  end  recoilless  rifle  fire.  Company  C  ad¬ 
vanced  through  this  fire  while  Company  A  moved  forvrard  on  their  loft 
flank.  Close  combat  and  bunker-to-bunker  fighting  ensued  anii  the  re¬ 
coilless  rifle  position  was  eliminated  with  a  hand  grenade.  Artillery 
and  air  strikes  were  brought  to  bear  on  the  bunker  complex  and  a  sweep 
of  the  area  uncovered  5l  IIVA  KIA,  Three  Americans  were  killed  and  seven 
wounded.  As  darkness  approached.  Companies  A  and  C  established  a  night 
del'ensive  position' (XT383pOU)  and,  at  OUOO  hours,  the  perimeter  security 
forces  detected  movement  to  thoir  front  and  requested  illumination.  The 
perimeter  guards  opened  fire  on  enemy  soldiere  moving  toward  tiieir  pos¬ 
itions  and  killed  five  NVA  with  automatic  weapons. 

Following  this  action,  the  high  rate  of  activity  subsided  in  the 
first  Brigade  area.  At  this  point,  the  enony  had  not  yet  fully  committed 
his  forces  and  was  to  stage  a  second  attempt  to  gain  a  foothold  in  Tay 
Ninh  City  later  in  the  month. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  during  the  first  week  in  Juno,  there  were 
several  small  scale  operations  by  main  ^oixse  and  local  force  enemy  units, 
in  Sub-Fiogion  1,  designed  to  harass  and  wear  down  friendly  forces.  On 
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1  June,  Troop  C,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry,  received  small  arms  and 
automatic  weapons  fire  on  an  LZ  in  the  Ho  Bo  Woodo  seven  kilometers  south 
east  of  Ben  Sue  (XT6lij.270)i-  The  helicopter  fire  teams  returned  fire  with 
organic  weapons,  and  during  the  firefig^t,  a  helicopter  reinforcing  the 
action  was  shot  down,  resulting  in  two  U,S,  killed  and  ten  wo\mded.  Two 
UIH  helicopters  received  ndnor  damage  and  one  UID.  was  destroyed.  Sixteen 
enem;)'^  wore  killed  and  13  woaiions  left  behind. 

There  were  several  contacts  with  elements  of  the  268th  VC/HVA  Regi¬ 
ment  in  the  Citadel  and  Ho  Bo  Woods.  The  major  action  with  this  enemy 
unit  was  initiated  by  the  2nd  B:^gade  during  a  five-day  recoonaiseaxice/ 
search  mission  involving  a  task  lorce  consisting  of  Companies  B  and  C, 

2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry;  Companies  A  and  C,  Ist  Battalion  (Mechanized), 
5th  Infantry,  elements  of  the  3-h9  Regiment  and  Company  A,  2nd  Bat¬ 

talion,  3Uth  Armor.  Sharp  fighting  began  on  5  June,  the  first  day  of  the 
operation,  at  12U8  hours,  vrtien  the  friendly  forces  engaged  a  large  concen¬ 
tration  of  entrenched  enemy  soldiers  with  organic  weapons  (XT568255).  Ar¬ 
tillery  and  helicopter  gunships  were  shifted  to  support  the  contact.  In 
the  exchange  of  fire,  five  Americans  were  killed,  lU  wounded  and  three 
armored  personnel  carriers  deslrpoyed,  A  helicopter  gunship  from  the  ll6th 
Assault  Helicopter  Company  was^shot  down,  resulting  in  four  U.S.  killed. 

The  superior  firepower  of  the  allied  forces  broke  the  enemy  resistance 
and  sweeps  of  the  contact  site  revealed  72  enemy  killed,  35  AK-U?  rifles, 
nine  other  assorted  small  arms  and  six  RR}  rocket  launchers  with  l5  rounds 
of  RPG  awnunition. 

Activity  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area  near  Dau  Tieng  remained  at  a  low 
level  of  activity  during  the  first  week  in  June.  On  2  June,  a  Hoi  Chanh 
led  Company  D,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry,  to  a  cache  in  the  Miohelin 
Rubber  Plantation  (XT5575U1)  where  Company  D  evacuated  six  small  arras, 

800  rounds  of  small  aims  ammunition  and  several  mortar  and  M-79  rounds. 

At  0233  hours  on  6  Jxtne,  Dau  Tieng  Base  Camp  (XTl;9U7)  received  20  82rara 
mortar  rounds  and  20  107mm  rockets  resulting  in  minor  damage  to  five 
trucks,  two  structures,  one  UHl  and  one  OV-10  aircraft.  At  0250  hours, 
Company  B,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  22nd  Infantry,  received  an  attack 
from  an  enemy  company  on  their  night  offensive  position  nine  kilometers 
west  of  Dau  Tieng  (XT391I4iL),  The  initial  thrust  of  the  attack  killed 
tliree  Americans  and  wounded  three  others.  Company  B  returned  fire  with 
organic  weapons,  artillery,  helicopter  gunships  and  air  strikes.  At 
dawn,  eight  enery  bodies  were  found  outside  the  perimeter. 

On  7  Jvine,  the  3rd  Brigade  began  preparatione  to  pane  responsibility 
for  the  Hichelin  Rubber  Plantation,  the  Trapezoid  and  Iron  Tyiangls  to 
the  1st  Infantry  Division,  The  lat  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  relocated 
its  battalion  command  post  frem  Fire  Support  Base  Mahone  II  end  completed 
movement  of  all  its  elements  to  Dau  Tieng  Base  Camp, 

Following  the  activity  around  Tay  Ninh  during  the  5-9  June  time  frame, 
action  in  the  Ist  Brigade  area  dropped  to  a  lender  level  with  the  eneny 
continuing  attacks  by  fire  and  terrorist  activities,  Tay  Ninh  Base  Camp 
(XT1551)  received  rocket  and  mortar  attacks  on  10,  11,  13  and  ll;  June, 
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On  11  June,  12  U,S,  soldiers  were  wounded  by  one  of  these  attacks  and  on 
ih  Juno  a  P.O.L.  storage  area  was  destroyed  by  a  107nun  rocket  that  ignited 
30  fj^-gallon  droims  of  P.O.L.  Tliree  soldiers  were  wounded. 

On  10  June  in  the  Ist  Brigade  area,  the  7th  Battalion,  11th  Artillery 
aerial  observ^er  located  12  hVA  who  had  been  killed  by  artillery  on  the 
western  base  of  Nui  Ba  Den  mountain  ()CT2U83'9U^  and  eight  more  bodies  west 
of  Trai  Bi  (XTOl;66e3). 

The  2nd  Brigade  experienced  a  moderate  level  in  the  number  of  con¬ 
tacts  initiated  while  conducting  reconnaissance-in-force  operations.  On 
8  June,  Company  A,  2nd  Ikittalion,  liith  Infantry  and  Company  A,  Ist  Bat¬ 
talion  (Mechanized),  5th  Infantry,  conducted  a  bomb  damage  assessment 
north  of  Trung  Lap  in  the  Citadel  (tT5732h7)  whore  they  located  seven 
NVA  KIA  and  seven  AK-U?  rifles.  At  1705  hours  in  this  same  area,  the  two 
companies  initiated  a  firefight  with  elements  of  the  26Gth  VC/NVA  Regi¬ 
ment,  engaging  them  with  organio  weapons,  artillery,  air  strikes  and  heli¬ 
copter  gunships.  Seventeen  WIk  were  killed  and  eight  small  arms  captured 
or  destroyed. 

On  9  June,  Troops  B  and  C,  3rii  Squadron,  Uth  Cavalry,  with  a  regional 
force  company,  on  a  reconnaissance-in-force  in  a  rubber  plantation  north¬ 
east  of  Co  Da\i  Ha  (XTU02251),  located  an  cneny  force  and  engaged  them  with 
organic  weapons,  aid-illory  and  helicopter  gunships,  resulting  in  29  NVA 
KIA,  That  same  day.  Company  D,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry,  providing 
security  for  Company  E,  65th  Engineer  Battalion,  killed  eight  N7A  with 
helicopter  guhships,  artillery  and  air  strikes  in  the  Citadel  north  of 
Trang  B^g  UT5i52U5). 

At  1710  hours  on  11  June,  Team  #23 >  Company  F,  75th  Infantry  (Ranger) 
engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  in  the  Boi  Loi  Woods  (XT505327)  with 
small  arms  and  automatic  weapons,  resulting  in  eight  IJVA  KIA. 

At  1105  hours  on  13  Jvine,  Company  C,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th 
Infantry,  conducted  a  reconnaissance  mission  north  of  Trang  Bang  in  the 
Citadel  (XT5ll2l4ii)  towards  a  blocking  position  established  by  a  regional 
force  company.  An  armored  personnel  carrier  received  an  RPG  round,  re¬ 
sulting  in  major  damage  and  two  U,S,  wounded.  Company  C  suppressed  the 
enemy  fire  and  destroyed  seven  Viet  Cong  in  place  with  artillery  and  air 
strikes.  West  of  this  contact  (XT52i!.232),  Company  D,  2nd  Battalion,  12th 
Infantry,  on  a  reconnaissance-  mission  ,  engaged  an  enemy  force  in  a  bvm- 
ker  complex  arid  placed  artillery  and  air  strikes  on  the  position  with 
helicopter  gunships  overhead  to  strafe  enemy  soldiers  who  attempted  to 
escape.  Twenty -nine  enemy  were  killed  and  12  small  arms  captured. 

On  the  night  of  13  June,  Company  A,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th 
Infantry,  established  night  ambush  positions  northwest  of  Cu  Chi  Base 
Gamp,  At  2120  hours,  Company  A  engaged  approximately  l5  enery  with  or¬ 
ganic  weapons,  claymore  mines  and  helicopter  gunships,  resulting  in  six 
enemy  killed  and  one  U,S,  woimded  (XT587i6C).  At  2310  hours,  the  second 
night  combat  patrol  initiated  an  attack  by  artillery  directed  at  enemy 
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movement  (XT571161|).  A  firefight  ensued  when  the  enemy  returned  fire 
with  RPG's,  damaging  an  armored  personnel  carrier  and  wounding  four 
American  soldiers.  Helicopter  gunships  Joined  the  firefight,  and  one 
of  them  was  shot  down,  wounding  its  four  crew  members,  A  sweep  of  the 
area  at  dawn  disclosed  l6  NVA  KIA, 

At  ll50  hours  on  lU  June,  Companies  A  and  B,  2nd  Battalion,  ll^th 
Infantry,  with  the  support  of  the  il6th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  con¬ 
ducted  a  combat  assault  in  the  Filhol  Rubber  Plantation  ()Cr62U2l6)  and 
engaged  an  element  of  the  GlfiAA  Company  of  the  268th  VC/HVA  Regiment, 

Initial  contact  was  made  by  an  infantryman  who  killed  an  enemy  soldier 
with  small  arms  fire.  The  gunships  accounted  for  1$  enemy  KIA,  One 
prisoner-of-war  was  captured  and  nine  small  arms  destroyed,  A  recon¬ 
naissance  after  the  firefight  produced  another  lAfA  prisoner-of-war  and 
a  small  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition, 

Bau  Tieng  Base  Camp  (XTli9U7)  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area  received  rocket 
and  mortar  attacks  on  9>  10  and  12  June  without  sustaining  casualties  or 
damage.  On  11  June,  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry,  operating 
five  kilometers  northwest  of  Dau  Tieng  (XTU25U85),  engaged  a  large, 
well-entrenched  enemy  force  after  receiving  15  rounds  of  6C»nm  mortar  fire. 

In  a  day-long  battle.  Company  B  placed  organic  weapons  fire  on  the  enemy 
arid  received  artlllerj’-,  helicopter  gxmship  and  air  strike  support.  Sixty- 
two  enemy,  identified  from  the  three  prisoners -of -war  captured  during  the 
contact  as  elements  of  the  K1  and  K2  Battalions,  95C  Regiment,  were  killed 
and  a  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition  destroyed,  Tmo  IJ,3,  soldiers  were 
killed  and  11  wounded, 

.  pii  l6  June  at  OliiO  hours,  a  sapper  unit  probed  the  signal  facility 
on  top  of  Nui  Ba  Den  mountain  (XT281582),  Hurling  satchel  charges,  the 
sappers  killed  four  Americans,  destroyed  two  bunkers,  one  building,  one 
generator  and  one  sensor  van  and  captured  aai  K-l6  rifle.  One  of  the 
sappers  was  killed. 

After  losing  over  500  personnel  in  a  move  to  overtake  Tay  Ninh  City 
during  the  first  week  in  June,  the  9th  VC/llVA  Division  again  moved  against 
the  city  on  1.9  and  20  June.  The  first  indication  of  a  new  9th  VG/UVA 
Division  offensive  against  the  city  appeared  on  l6  June  when  two  ralliers 
from  the  271st  MVA  Regiment  disclosed  preparations  and  plans  for  the  attack. 

Enemy  forces  vrere  positioned  northwest,  west,  southwest,  southeeBt 
and  east  of  Tay  Ninh  City,  At  0li|5>  hours  on  19  J\me,  Fire  Support  Base 
Washington  ( XTl't6;?68 ) ,  nine  kilometers  northwest  of  Tay  NirDi  City,  manned 
by  the  3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry,  detected  numerous,  small  groups  of 
enemy  soldiers  moving  toward  the  perimeter.  Mimitee  later,  the  base 
illxunined  the  flat  marshland  around  the  base  and  sighted  sapper  squaiis 
crawling  toward  the  perimeter.  A  heavy  mordiar  barv-age,  lasting  over  a 
half  an  hour,  was  initiated  against  the  base,  causing  minor  wounds  to  the 
defenders.  Helicopter  gunships,  including  a  Night  Hawk  helicopter,  AC-UV 
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gunships,  and  five  batteides  of  artillery,  were  employed  to  engage  the  en- 
ein;y  bdfore  he  came  within  striking  dlstarce  of  the  perimeter.  Anti-air¬ 
craft  fire  from  ,^1  caliber  machine  gun  positions  was  suppressed  south  of 
the  base.  Despite  the  use  of  supporting  fires,  the  enen^  continued  to  ad¬ 
vance  toward  the  northxrest  portion  of  the  perimeter  and  penetrated  the 
first  two  rdws  of  wire  obstacles.  The  sappers  were  halted  with  small  arms 
fire  and  the  eneny  with^ew  unjder  the  cover  of  sporadic  sniper  fire.  Thirty- 
five  enemy,  identified  as  elements  of  the  3rd  Battalion,  C8th  MVA  Regiment, 
wore  killed  and  six  IIVA  priaoners-of-war  captured,  ’  'Ihis  attack  was  believed 
to  have  been  a  diversionary  tactic,  so  that  elements  of  the  1st  Battalion, 
88th  KVA  Regiment  could  attempt  to  infiltrate  into  the  city  to  capture  the 
Gao  Dai  Temple  and  proclaim  it  as  the  seat  of  their  provisional  government. 

Rocket  and  mortar  attacks  were  also  received  in  the  early  morning  hours 
by  Fire  Support  Base  Crook  (XT05559?),  Fire  Support  Base  Buell  (fT217535), 
Tay  Ninh  Base  Camp  (XTl^^l)#  and  the  night  offensive  position  of  Company 
C,  4th  Battalion  (Mechanized),  23rd  Infantry,  north  of  the  city  (XT23857^), 
The  8th  ARVN  Airborne  Battalion  engaged  the  1st  Battalion,  88th  IfVA  Regiment 
just  before  sxmrise  on  Highway  13>  a  major  route  into  the  eastern  sector 
of  the  city  (AT237U97),  Comijany  C  (4-23  Mech)  moved  from  its  night  of¬ 
fensive  position  and  dispatched  several  armored  personnel  carriers  to  block 
the  primary  avenues  of  approach  to  the  Cao  Dai  Temple,  The  enemy  elements 
were  assaulted  by  the  combined  friendly  forces  and  made  to  withdraw  out¬ 
side  the  city  into  an  area  where  they  were  engaged  with  Cobra  gunships, 
''resulting  in  44  NVA  KIA, 

Throughout  the  day,  an  element  of  the  6th  ARVN  Marines  fought  a  large 
enemy  force  of  the  271at  NVA  Regiment  west  of  Tay  Ninh  as  they  attempted 
to  move  toward  the  city.  In  heavy  contact,  the  AR\TJ  marines  killed  over 
100  of  the  enemy. 

Two  battles  took  place  southeast  and  southwest  of  the  city  on  the 
afternoon  of  19  June.  At  1610  hours  six  kilometers  southeast  of  Tay  Ninh 
(XT267405),  elements  of  the  D1  and  Dl4  VC/NVA  Battalions  and  the  271st 
NVA  Regiment  attacked  a  small  convoy  bringing  supplies  to  Troops  B  and  C, 

3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry,  after  it  had  turned  off  of  Highway  22,  The 
cavalrymen  and  elements  of  the  276th  Regional  Force  Company  moved  out  of 
their  offensive  positions  and  attacked  the  U-shaped  ambush  configuration. 
Troop  C  sent  two  platoon**  to  assist  the  convoy  and  received  automatic 
weapons  and  RPG  fire  which  killed  the  troop  commander.  The  ambush  was 
closed  behind  Troop  C,  and  the  cavalrymen  had  to  force  their  way  out  of  the 
encirclement,  in  some  cases,  by  backing  their  tracks  and  tanks  over  en¬ 
emy  positions.  Helicopter  gunships,  artillery  and  TAG  air  supported  the 
contact  which  terminated  late  in  the  day.  Sweeps  of  the  area  on  19  and  20 
June  disclosed  98  NVA  KIA,  U,S,  losses  were  four  killed,  nine  wounded, 
one  "Sheridan”  destroyed,  and  damage  to  another  "Sheridan",  six  armored 
personnel  carriers  and  an  M548. 

At  1620  hours  to  the  south-southwest  of  Tay  Ninh  in  the  Straight 
Edge  Woods  (XT204386),  Companies  B  and  C,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry, 
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reiaCovccd  the  6th  AHVII  Marines  who  were  foll-ovring  up  an  initial  contact 
made  by  the  U,S.  Navj.'  wii.h  the  27i3t  IJVA  Re;;iment.  Setting  dOTm  on  a  hot 
LZ,  Companies  B  and  G  pulled  away  from  the  well-fortified  eneny  positions, 
which  were  concealed  by  thick  overhead  vegetation,  and  requested  and  re¬ 
ceived  artillery  to  soften  the  area,  Coinpany  B  deployed  to  set  up  a  block¬ 
ing  position  and  Company  C  and  the  ARVN  marines  conducted  an  assault  through 
the  enemj’-  positions,  firing  their  organic  weapons  and  engaging  the  bunkers 
with  hand  grenades.  They  forced  the  enemy  to  withdravr  into  an  open  field 
and  brought  heavy  organic  weapons  fire  to  bear  on  the  retreating  energy , 
Compaiij’’  B  flanked  the  area  and  added  to  the  small  arms  fire.  Seventy-two 
enemy  were  killed  in  the  engagement. 

At  223,5  hours  six  kil.oneters  southeast  of  Tay  Ninh  (XTI7U0),  gunships 
from  Troop  C,  3rd  Sqxiadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry,  received  anti-aircraft  fire 
and  engaged  the  enemj'  position  with  automatic  weapons,  killing  15  NVA,  The 
following  daj'  (20  June;,  the  6th  ARVl'J  Airborne  Battalion  killed  30  NVA  in 
two  contacts  in  the  same  general  area  (3Cr369Ul2), 

Activity  in  the  2nd  Brigade  area  also  increased  sharply  during  the 
3rd  week  in  June  with  the  ma;)ority  of  enemy  attacks  consisting  of  attacks 
by  fire  against  the  Division's  fire  support  and  patrol  bases. 

At  0935  hours,  15  June,  Troop  A,  3rd  Squadron,  Uth  Cavalry,  on  a  re¬ 
connaissance-in-force  four  kl].oneters  north  of  Trang  Bang  in  the  Citadel 
(XTU822U3),  made  contact  with  a  large  enemy  force  and  was  reinforced  by 
elements  of  a  regional  force  company.  Company  B,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized), 
5th  Infantry,  and  the  Combined  Reconnaissance/Intelligence  Platoon,  2nd 
Battalion,  12th  Infantry.  Artillery,  helicopter  gunships  and  air  strikes 
were  employed  to  suppress  enenj--  RPG  fire  and  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  his 
fortified  positions.  Fifty -three  enemy  were  killed  in  the  battle  while  one 
American  lost  his  life  and  12  were  woxmded.  That  night,  at  2037  hours, 

Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  (XT6515)  received  four  122nim  rockets,  resulting  in  one 
U,S,  KIA  and  three  U.S,  wounded. 

At  0020  hours  on  17  June,  a  mine  boom  protecting  the  Phu  Ouong 
Bridge  (XT803139)  was  heavily  damaged  by  a  mine  planted  by  Viet  Cong  sabo¬ 
teurs. 

In  the  Ho  Bo  Woods  that  sane  day,  Company  C,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  In¬ 
fantry  conducted  a  reconnaissance  mission  and  made  contact  at  1332  hours, 
killing  three  Viet  Cong  (XT593277),  Moving  northwest.  Company  C  killed 
an  NVA  soldier  at  1505  houre  (XT566276)  and  at  I630  hours  initiated  a 
flrefight  with  an  enemy  force  of  unknown  size,  incapacitating  them  with 
riot  control  agent  (CS)  and  then  destroying  them  in  place  with  artillery 
and  gunships.  Thirty- two  Viet  Cong  were  killed  and  eight  weapons  des¬ 
troyed. 

On  18  Juno,  rockets  and/or  mortar  rounds  struck  PB  Does  (XT55U272), 
four  times  during  the  day,  FSB  Patton  (XT502195)  at  0123  hours,  FSB 
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Stuart  (XTU99192)  at  0?20  hours,  FSB  Pershing  (XT518256)  at  0535  hours  and 
Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  (XT6515).  Coordinated  ground  attacks  did  not  follow  the 
shellings  and  no  damage  or  casualties  were  sustained.  The  same  pattern  of 
coordinated  attacks  by  fire  occurred  on  20  June  when,  at  l8U5  hours,  FSB 
Pershing,  PB  Dees  and  FSB  Stuart  simultaneously  received  five  rounds  of 
82inm  mortar  fire.  On  21  June,  the  Phu  Hoa  Dong  Tower  (XT706l95)  and  PB 
Devin  (XT551177)  received  mortar  attacks.  Throughout  the  week,  the  25th 
ARVN  Division  at  Due  Hoa,  the  Hau  Nghia  Province  Capitol  at  Bao  Trai 
and  the  Due  Hoa  subsector  were  targets  for  enemy  giuiners.  In  these  attacks, 
the  number  of  rounds  were  few  and  caused  3,ittle  damage. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area,  Dau  Tieng  Base  Camp  (XTU9U7)  was  shelled 
more  intensely  than  those  targets  in  the  2nd  Brigade  AO,  receiving  rocket 
and  mortar  fire  on  15,  19  and  20  June.  Two  2^5  ton  trucks  were  combat  losses 
as  a  result  of  the  20  June  shelling. 

The  fourth  week  in  June  witnessed  a  sharp  increase  in  enemy  anti-air¬ 
craft  fire  in  the  TAOR,  a  rise  in  terrorist  activities  against  civilians 
and  GVN  administrators  and  the  completion  of  a  major  realignment  of  the 
Division  TAOR,  The  enemy  maintained  an  avoidance  posture  in  preparation 
for  futxxre  attacks  unless  threatened  in  his  base  areas  by  Division  of¬ 
fensive  maneuvers. 

In  the  1st  Brigade  a^ea,  Tay  Ninh  Base  Camp  (XTl55l)  was  shelled 
on  22,  23,  27  and  28  June,  resulting  in  one  U,S,  killed,  one  U,S,  wounded, 
two  5-ton  trucks,  two  bunkers,  and  one  UHIH  destroyed,  heavy  damage  to  a 
UHIH,  moderate  damage  to  five  UHlII's,  and  minor  damage  to  one  building. 

On  27  June,  Fire  Support  Base  Sedgwick  (XT2U8302)  killed  five  enemy  out¬ 
side  the  I  irimeter  with  mortar  and  artillery  fire. 

On  26  June,  a  light  observation  helicopter  flown  by  Troop  D,  3rd 
Sq\iadron,  Uth  Cavalry,  in  support  of  the  1st  Brigade,  received  small 
arras  fire  from  the  eastern  base  of  Nui  Ba  i)en  mountain  (XT295565)  and 
returned  fire  with  artillery  and  helicopter  gunshlps,  killing  23  N7A, 

The  Uth  Battalion  (Mechanized),  23rd  Infantry,  conducted  an  exten¬ 
sive  operation  around  Nui  Ba  Den  mountain,  a  physical  anomaly  honeycombed 
with  numerous  natiiral  caves  and  a  traditional  haven  of  looal  Viet  Cong 
forces.  On  27  June  at  0505  houre,  Company  C,  in  a  night  offensive  pos¬ 
ition  one  kilometer  east  of  the  mountain  (XT315576),  received  20  rounds 
of  82rara  mortar  fire  and  RPO's  from  the  west  and  northwest.  Company  0 
returned  the  fire  with  organic  weapons,  helicopter  gunshlps,  artillery 
and  air  strikes  while  Company  B,  alerted  to  the  at^ok,  moved  from  the 
west  to  reinforce  the  activity.  At  daybreak,  Company  A  moved  from  the 
northeast  and  linked  up  with  Company  C  and  the  two  companies  assaulted 
the  area  forcing  the  enemy  into  Company  B,  A  portion  of  the  energy  ele¬ 
ments  withdrew  into  a  banana  grove  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain*  Trapped 
between  the  three  companies  on  both  flanks  and  to  their  front  and  by 
the  mountain  to  their  rear,  the  enesy  soldiers  were  hit  with  direct  6  inch 
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howitzer  firtj  aail  air  sli'iken.  The  fightinti  contijiuecl  throughout  the  day 
and,  wlien  contact  was  broken,  a  sweep  of  the  area  disclosed  91+  h'V'A  KIA, 
three  I'Vil  pri3oners-of-x%’ar,  30  AK-U?  rifles,  fo\ir  RTO  rocket  launchers, 
two  C2iitin  riiortar  rounds  and  ?0  rounds  of  R?G  aidT'orniti  on.  Interrogation  of 
the  h'-V's  identified  the  1st  Battalion,  TCth  h’VA  Reginent.  U,S,  losses 
were  one  killed,  six  wounded,”  hoavj'  damage  to  an  armored  personnel  carrier, 
light  damage  to  a  light  observation  helicopter,  and  one  armored  personnel 
cai’T'-ier  destroyed.  The  next  day  (26  -June)  at  09UI?  hours  in  this  same  area 
(XT3C,S'i>71:>),  Company  B  (4-23  Hoch)  in  operations  to  exploit  the  contact,  en¬ 
gaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  with  organic  weapons,  helicopter  gvinships 
and  cCrtillerj'’,  resulting  in  eight  IT/A  KIA,  At  1353  hours,  moving  closer 
to  the  mo\intain.  Company  D  received  a  barrage  of  60mm  and  82mm  mortar  fire, 
A  platoon  from 'Company  A,  2nd  Battalion,  3lith  Armor  placed  9Cirah  tank  fire 
on  the  enemy  position  and  artill.ery  was  fired  in  support  of  the  contact, 
Sleven  NVA  were  killed  and  a  oOirm  mortar  was  destroyed, 

Working  tlieir  way  along  the  east  side  of  the  mountain  on.  29  Juno, 
Company  A  (U-23  Mech)  engaged  enemy  forces  in  several  scattered  contacts, 
firing  9Ctam  recoilless  rifles  into  caves  and  bunkers,  resulting  in  five 
NVA  KIA  and  five  bicycles  captured  (XT2958-XT2e60) , 

On  1  July,  Companies  B  and  C,  ]+th  Battalion  (Mechanized),  23rd  In¬ 
fantry,  again  moved  along  the  east  side  of  the  mountain  (XT295576)  and, 
in  day-long  operations,  engaged  a  series  of  caves  and  bunkers  with  riot 
control  agent  (CB),  TAG  air,  helicopter  gunsl-dps  and  organic  weapons, 
resulting  in  53  NVA  KIA,  11  AK-U7  rifles  and  one  60min  mortar.  There  were 
no  U.S,  casualties.  The  enemy  unit  was  Identified  as  the  56  Artillery 
Battalion,  69th  Artillery  Comraand, 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  at  2200  hours  on  the  night  of  22  Juno, 

Company  A,  2nd  Battalion,  ll+th  Infantry,  positioned  three  plntoon-sized 
night  combat  patrols  in  an  area  south  of  Tnmg  Lap  (XT577176-XT573160- 
XT569I63)  where  scattered  enemy  activity  had  been  ekperienced  the  night 
before.  As  soon  as  the  3rd  Platoon  established  its  position,  they  were 
informed  by  an  observation  post  that  Viet  Cong  wore  mining  HlgJway  ^k 
nearby,  A  recojuialssance  element  was  ordered  to  Investigate  the  report 
and  engaged  the  Viet  Cong  with  K-79  fire.  The  enemy  returned  fire  vJith 
H-79  grenades  and  RPG's  and  the  reconnaissance  element  withdrew.  Heli¬ 
copter  gunships  were  requested  to  place  fire  on  the  suspected  eneny  pos¬ 
itions  and  the  enemy  pulled  back  near  a  village  whore  they  began  engag¬ 
ing  the  3rd  Platoon  •<rrith  60mm  mortar  fire,  killing  one  U,S,  and  wounding 
six.  The  3rd  Platoon  was  reii'forced  by  the  other  two  combat  patrols  and 
Company  B  (2-lU  Inf),  while  Company  D,  Ist  Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th 
Infantry,  established  a  blocking  position.  The  eneniy  was  engaged  with 
artillei^-,  K-72  light  anti-tank  weapons,  helicopter  and  AC-U7  gunshlpe 
and,  at  02C0  hours,  a  sweep  of  the  contact  site  uncovered  30  enemy  KIA, 

17  small  ams  and  a  60tnjii  mortar. 

On  23  June,  Conpanj'-  B,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry,  on  a  recon¬ 
naissance  mission  of  an  area  (XT5502f50)  engaged  bj'  artillery  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  seismic  sensor  activations  near  the  Ho  Bo  'Woods,  located  25  NVA 


22 


CoruF  ^EWTif^L 


C.  0  CO  F  I  b  £  fV  T  I  R  L 

KIA,  At  1030  houTB  on  2|i  June,  a  light  obaervation  helicopter  received  small 
arms  fire  and  force  landed  two  kilometers  west  of  the  Saigon  River  seven 
kilometers  southeast  of  Ben  Sue  (XT6U7268).  Company  B  (2--12  Inf)  conduct¬ 
ing  a  reconnaissance  mission  nearby,  moved  into  this  area,  secured  the  heli¬ 
copter,  and  returned  fire  with  organic  vreapons,  helicopter  gunships  and  TAG 
air.  Fourteen  enemy  were  killed  and  nine  weapons  destroyed. 

On  25  June,  a  light  observation  helicopter  flown  by  Troop  D,  3rd 
Squadron,  Uth  Cavalry,  in  the  saxrte  general  area  of  the  previous  da^'^'s 
contact  (xT6U7288),  took  several  hits  from  small  arms  and  engaged  the  area 
with  gunships,  artillery  and  air  strikes.  Company  A,  2nd  Battalion,  lUth 
Infantry,  swept  the  area  and  located  ten  NVA  KIA  and  tliree  Ak-U7  rifles. 

On  27  June,  Conpany  C,  2nd  Battalion,  lUth  Infantry  conducted  a  com¬ 
bat  assault  into  an  area  near  the  Saigon  River  five  kilometers  northwest  of 
Phu  Cuong  (XT758170)  and,  at  lO'yS  hours,  made  contact  with  an  enemy  force 
of  unknown  size,  probably  an  element  of  the  Quyet  Thang  Regiment,  The  en¬ 
emy  returned  a  heavy  volume  of  RPG  and  small  arms  fire,  killing  three  Amer¬ 
icans  and  wounding  four.  Enemy  anti-aircraft  fire  hit  a  gunship,  a  com¬ 
mand  and  control  helicopter  (2-lU  Inf)  and  a  MEDEVAC  helicopter.  Company 
B,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th  Infantry,  reacting  to  the  contact,  rein¬ 
forced  Company  C  (2-lU  Inf)  from  the  west.  Helicopter  gunships,  air  strikes 
and  artillery  suppor*ted  the  sharp  fighting  and  when  the  enemy  broke  contact, 
the  infantrymen  located  Ui  I^A  KIA,  l5  AK-I4.7  rifles,  two  RPG  rocket  launchers 
and  100  rounds  of  RPG  ammunition,.. 

On  28  June,  an  artillery  aerial  observer,  flying  in  support  of  the 
2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  on  a  reconnaissance  mission  operation,  ob¬ 
served  enemy  soldiers  in  the  Citadel  north  of  Trung  Lap  (XT560265)  and 
engaged  them  witli  artillery,  resulting  in  11  NVA  KIA,  and  four  AK-Ii7  ril’les 
and  one  RPG  rocket  launcher  destroyed.  On  30  June,  Company  C,  2nd  Battalion, 
12th  Infantry,  on  a  combat  assault  Just  north  of  the  Ho  Bo  Woods  (XT5U2305) 
killed  seven  NVA  and  destroyed  four  AK-k7  rifles. 

On  2U  June,  the  3rd  Brigade  began  preparations  to  turn  over  control 
of  Dau  Tieng  Base  Camp  (XTU9U7)  to  elements  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division, 
Companies  A  and  D,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  moved  from  Dau  Tieng  Base 
Camp  to  Fire  Support  Base  Keene  (XT60lr017)  to  replace  the  2nd  Battalion, 
llith  Infantry  who  assumed  responsibility  for  Fire  Support  Base  Ehioiy 
(XT702li;7)  and  secured  the  Phu  Cuong  (XTBUlj)  and  Ba  Bep  (XT7813)  Bridges, 

The  2nd  Battalion,  3Uth  Armor  (-)  left  F5B  Einory  and  came  under  the  opera¬ 
tional  control  of  the  1st  Brigade.  The  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  22nd 
Infantry  also  came  under  the  operational  control  of  the  1st  Brigade  at 
this  time  while  placing  its  Company  A  OPCON  to  the  3rd  Brigade, 

On  30  June,  the  3nd  Brigade  moved  its  command  headquarters  to  Cu 
Chi  Base  Gamp  (XT6515), 

The  1st  Brigade  continued  to  operate  in  Tay  Kinh  Province  and  assumed 
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responsibility  for  the  Crescent  area  (XT4050)  and  Cau  Khoi  (XT3445)  and 
Ben  Cui  (XT4646)  Rubber  Plantations.  After  30  June,  the  1st  Brigade  was 
composed  of  the  3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry,  based  at  FSB  Washington  (XT146- 
568)  and  FSB  Crook  (XT055595)  with  the  mission  of  contacting  elements  of  the 
88th  NVA  Regiment  and  9th  VC/NVA  Division  artillery  units  northwest  of  lay 
Nlnh  City,  preempting  attacks  against  Tay  Ninh  Base  Camp  and  interdiction 
of  enemy  lines  of  communication;  the  4th  Battalion  (Mechanized),  23rd  In¬ 
fantry,  operating  north  and. northwest  of  Tay  Ninh  City  against  elements 
of  the  88th  NVA  Regiment  and  82nd  Regional  Support  Group,  conducting  paci¬ 
fication  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Mo  Cong  (XT1361)  and  preemption  of 
MSR  interdiction;  the  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry,  continuing  operations  in 
the  Renegade  (XT2828-XT2832)  and  Straight  Edge  (XT1634)  Woods  to  interdict 
movement  of  the  Tay  Ninh  Provincial  Battalion;  the  2nd  Battalion  (Mech- 
anize(^,  22nd  Infantry,  operating  in  the  upper  Boi  Lol  (XT4838)  ,  Cau  Khoi 
(XT3445)  and  eastern  Crescent  (XT4550)  areas  to  destroy  elements  of  the  95C 
and  101st  NVA  Regiments,  conducting  resource  control  checkpoints  with  dis¬ 
trict  forces  and  securing  Highway  26;  and  the  2nd  Battalion,  34th  Armor  (~), 
conducting  offensive  operations  in  support  of  apd  securing  the  land  clear¬ 
ing  operations  of  the  60th  Land  Clearing  Company  in  the  eastern  Crescent. 
Furtherance  of  the  military  pacification  effort  continued  in  Tay  Ninh's 
provincial  districts  (Phu  Khuong,  Phuoc  Ninh,  Hieu  Thien  and  Khiem  Hanh) . 

The  2nd  Brigade  continued  operations  north  of  Highway  1  from  Trang 
Bang  to  Phy  Cuong,  with  primary  emphasis  in  the  Citadel  (XT5025) .  The 
maneuver  battalions  in  the  2nd  Brigade  were  the  2nd  Battalion,  12th  In¬ 
fantry,  with  the  mission  of  conducting  intensive  Eagle  flight,  combat 
assault  and  reconnaissance  mission  operations  in  the  Citadel  to  destroy 
the  268th  Regiment  with  emphasis  on  night  operations  and  utilizing  the 
mobile  patrol  base  concept;  the  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th  Infantry, 
operating  in  the  Citadel  with  the  2-12  Inf  to  destroy  the  268th  VC/NVA 
Regiment  and  local  forces,  and  MSR  security  along  Highway  1  and  8A;  and 
the  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry,  based  at  FSB  Emory  (XT702147) ,  with  the 
mission  of  conducting  air  mobile  and  reconnaissance/search  operations  in 
the  Ho  Bo  Woods  (XT6027)  and  Phu  Hoa  Dong  areas  against  elements  of  the 
Quyet  Thang  Regiment  and  other  main  forces  attempting  to  infiltrate  through 
this  traditional  infiltration  corridor*,  and  combined  operations  with  Reg¬ 
ional,  Provincial  and  5th  ARVN  Division  elements.  The  Brigade  was  also 
to  support  pacification  efforts  in  Trang  Bang,  Cu  Chi  and  Phu  Hoa  Dong 
Districts. 

Having  moved  to  Cu  Chi,  the  3rd  Brigade  operated  in  the  Due  Hue 
(XT3307)  and  Due  Hoa  (XS5997)  Districts  with  a  forward  command  post  at 
Bao  Trai  (XT5405) ,  emphasizing  combined  operations  with  25th  ARVN  Division 
and  Hau  Nghia  Provincial  Forces.  The  3rd  Brigade  was  comprised  of  the  1st 
Battalion,  27th  Infantry  at  FSB  Keene  (XT604017),  tasked  with  locating 
elements  of  the  D12  Sapper  Battalion  and  caches,  and  combat  assaults  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Van  Co  Dong  River  to  destroy  Sub-Region  2  battalion 
and  Due  Hoa  local  force  companies,  and  the  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry, 
with  the  mission  of  operating  in  Due  Hue  District  out  of  FSB  Jackson  (XT425- 
168) ,  conducting  periodic  airmobile  operations  west  of  the  V^m  Co  Dong 
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River  with  the  majority  of  effort  directed  toward  interdiction  of  eaatward 
movoient  of  Sub-Region  2  unite. 

During  the  month  of  June,  the  Dlvlalon  accelerated  Ite  upgrading  of 
ARVN,  Regional  and  Popular  forcea.  The  number  of  combined  dally  opera¬ 
tions  roee  to  a  monthly  total  of  82i3*  In  pacification  efforte,  the  Divi- 
elon  treated  patients  and  conducted  226  leaflet  and  23U  broadcast 

■issiona.  The  Division  killed  1,939  of  the  enemy  during  June,  oaptiu^ 

1|5  prlsoners-of-war,  received  six  ralllers,  and  cqjtured  or  destroyed  Ulii 
Individual  weapons,  llU  crew  served  weapons  and  lii  tons  of  rice. 

As  the  month  of  July  approached,  the  Division  continued  to  focus  Its 
attention  on  Tay  Nlnh  Province.  The  9th  VC/KVA  Division  had  been  soundly 
defeated  In  Its  two  moves  toward  Tay  Nlnh  City  during  June.  Its  271st 
and  272nd  Regiments  had  suffered  heavy  losset  In  persoimel  and  equipment 
as  had  the  D1  and  OlU  Provincial  Battalions.  The  highly  successful  pre¬ 
emptive  campaign  of  Ihe  li-23  Mech  against  elements  of  the  S8th  N7A  Regi¬ 
ment,  who  had  fled  to  Nul  Ba  Den  siountaln  following  ite  feeV)le  attempts 
to  penetrate  the  northern  sector  of  the  city,  left  that  unit  seriously 
weakened.  Despite  these  ovendtelmlng  defeats,  intelligence  Indicated  that 
these  sane  elsnents  of  the  9th  VC/NVA  Division  planned  to  attempt  a  "more 
violent"  effort  at  securing  the  Cao  Dal  Temple  and  proclaiming  It  as  the 
seat  of  the  Nlf's  Illegal,  shadow  govenanent. 

All  Indicators  pointed  to  the  l5-2^  July  time -frame  as  tlie  period  dur¬ 
ing  which  the  attack  on  the  city  was  most  likely  to  occur.  Concurrent  with 
this  series  of  actions,  the  enemy  planned  to  secure  Highway  22  from  Tay 
Hlnh  to  Trang  Bang  and  then  overthrow  the  Qo  Dau  Ha  District.  By  2  July, 
main  force  u^ts  were  to  rellnfolsh  the  battlefield  to  local  force  and 
guerrilla  units  who  would  maintain  pressure  whlls  main  fores  units  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  hlghpoint  in  their  staging  areas.  On  IS  July,  the  main 
forces  would  return  to  initiate  the  hl^polnt.  Sane  reports  Indioated  that 
if  the  planned  hlghpoint  failed  to  aohlsve  its  goals,  the  oyels  would  be 
repeated  until  Tay  Nlnh  City  was  seised.  Oxie  source  stated  that  on  1  July, 
attacks  by  fire  would  be  launched  In  the  area  to  coincide  with  such  attacks 
throughout  Vietnam  but  this  action  did  not  take  place.  The  targets  for 
the  otfenslve  continue^  to  be  Division  Installations  near  the  Cambodian 
Border  (FSB  Crook,  FSB  Washington)  In  ths  Initial  stages  with  the  attack 
oonoluding  In  approaohes  to  the  olty  from  the  north,  northwest  and  south¬ 
west.  As  the  month  of  July  began,  the  27l8t  and  272nd  Regiments  were  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  located  west-soutixwest  of  Tay  Nlnh  near  and  In  Cambodia}  the 
68tb  Regiment  remained  on  and  aroimd  Nul  Ba  Den  mountain,  and  the  01  and 
Dll}  Battalions  were  located  west  of  the  Straight  Edge  Woods  In  Bo  Ba  Tay, 
Cambodia,  However,  one  agent  indioated  that  the  DIU  may  have  been  opera¬ 
ting  In  the  upper  Gau  Khol  Rubber  Flantation  (rr3248). 

During  the  first  two  weeks  of  JuHji  aotlvity  was  at  a  moderate  level 
with  no  large  oontaots  developing  in  the  path  of  the  Division’s  preemptive 
oanpalgn.  While  a  luU.  In  main  foroe  battles  was  oharaotarlstle  of  this 
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period^  an  undercurrent  of  enemy  activity  In  preparation  for  the  July  high- 
point  waa  evident  in  all  areas  of  the  TAOR.  Reeonnalsianoe,  oomunioaUw/ 
liaison,  resupply  and  propagandizing  missions  were  dominant*  In  additieftf 
the  enemy  escalated  his  brutal  terrorist  campaign  which  involved  aasasilna- 
tlons  acoonpanied,  in  some  cases,  by  mutilating  his  vlotims,  kldnapplngff 
forced  labor  and  theft  of  Identifioation  cards*  This  oampalgn  was  directed 
primarily  against  QVN  officials  and  sympathizers,  their  families,  unoeopera- 
tlve  civilian  populations  and  retired  ARVN  personnel*  The  inoidenoe  of 
mines  and  booby  traps  increased  as  the  enemy  attempted  to  make  his  presence 
known  while  incurring  a  minimum  of  casualties*  During  the  first  two  weeke 
of  July,  Division  soldiers  destroyed  103  booby  traps  and  3$  mines  and  det¬ 
onated  29  booby  traps  and  21  mines,  resulting  in  eight  Olvialon  soldiers 
killed  and  34  wouiided.  Punji  pits  and  similar  devioas  also  mads  frsquent 
appearances  and  several  incidents  of  civilian  death  and  injury  from  these 
mines  and  booby  traps  were  noted* 

Having  massed  five  maneuver  battalions,  an  additional  artillery  bat- 
tery  and  the  direct  support  of  Troop  G,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  in 
the  Tay  Nlnb  area,  the  let  Brigade  also  gained  operational  control  of  the 
2nd  Battalion,  2nd  Infantry,  1st  Infantry  Division,  to  further  bolster  its 
combat  power  for  the  defense  of  Tay  Ninh  City*  In  addition,  the  Division 
was  prepared  to  sunrnon  the  highly  mobile  firepower  of  the  3t^  Squadrchi  Uth 
Cavalzy  to  Tay  Nlnh  should  the  enemy  attempt  to  oarry  out  h\e  plana  to  in* 
tardiot  Highway  22* 

The  nightly  shellings  of  Tay  Nlnh  Base  Camp  (XT1$!^1)  decreased  during 
the  first  two  weeks  of  July  but  the  base  did  receive  attacks  by  fire  on  6| 

8  and  13  July*  The  attack  on  13  July  resulted  in  two  Division  soldiert 
killed  and  four  wounded. 

Oenerally,  contact  in  the  area  was  light  as  the  enemy  avoided  the  lat 
Brigade's  extensive  reconnadssanoe,  combat  assault  snd  night  combat  patrol 
operations*  However,  two  significant  contaotvs  did  develop  i^erthweat  and 
north  of  Tay  Nlnh* 

At  13$0  hours  on  7  July,  Company  0,  3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry^  on 
a  reeonnalasance  mission  northwost  of  Tsy  Nlnh  (XT1746B2),  engaged  four  en¬ 
emy  with  small  anns,  automatic  weapons,  helioopter  gunehips,  artillery  and 
air  strikes*  Two  eneny  bodies  were  located  after  the  engagement *  Th* 
approach  of  darkness  prevented  a  further  search  of  the  contact  site*  Re¬ 
turning  to  the  area  next  day.  Company  0  found  several  new  graves  and 
uncovered  19  more  enemy  bodies .  Further  s  ^arch  of  the  area  reaulted  in 
finding  two  AK-U?  riflee,  four  RPC  rounds,  four  82nm  mortar  fuses,  ^0  rewda 
of  small  ams  ammunition,  UOO  pounds  of  rice  and  1$  pounds  of  ^unants* 

The  documenta  Identified  the  ^8th  Hortar  Battalion  and  disclosed  tJmit  tl^s 
unit,  formerly  directly  aubordlnate  to  the  69th  Artillery  Oonmgnd  of  COSVN, 
speared  to  have  been  incorporated  into  a  newly  formed  regiment  operating 
under  the  name  of  the  F66  Artillery  Regiment*  The  documents  also  revealed 
the  location  of  3h  planned  firing  eites  dispersed  in  a  triangular  o^iguratlen 
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around  targets  In  the  Tay  Nlnh  area* 

The  second  engagement  resulted  from  Division  efforts  to  eliminate  the 
enenjr  elements  on  Nui  Ba  Den  mountain.  The  north  side  of  the  moxmtain  was 
engaged  with  a  series  of  B>^2  strikes  and  Company  A,  2nd  Battalion^' 2nd 
Infantry,  was  given  the  mission  of  conducting  bomb  damage  assessment  of 
the  strikes  on  12  July.  Shaip,  difficult  fighting  developed  when  Company 
A  gained  oontact  at  1305  hours.  The  enemy  responded  with  heavy  small  azns, 
automatic  weapons  and  RK)  fire,  taking  advantage  of  the  cover  offered  by 
the  huge  boulders  and  caves*  The  organic  weapons  fire  of  the  infantrymen 
(2-2  Irtf )  was  augmented  with  helicopter  gunships,  artillery,  and  napalm 
and  fragmentation  bomba.  Thirty-one  of  the  enemy  were  killed.  The  nejct 
day,  the  same  area  was  saturated  with  riot  control  agent  (CS)  and  again 
bostbarded  with  air  strikes.  Company  C  (2-2  Inf)  swept  in^  the  area  and 
again  met  resistance  from  enemy  soldiers  firing  small  arms.  Ten  of  the  en¬ 
emy  were  killed.  Total  friendly  casualties  for  the  two  days  of  fighting 
on  the  mountain's  rugged  terrain  were  nine  killed  and  22  wounded. 

Following  its  successful  offensive  operations  around  the  mountain  in 
June,  the  Uth  Battalion  (Mechanized),  23rd  Infantry,  remained  east  of  that 
area,  conducting  reconnaissance  operations  and  accounting  for  25  enemy  killed 
during  the  first  two  weeks  of  July  in  several  scattered  contacts.  The  Uth 
Battalion,  9th  Infantry  accounted  for  1?  enemy  killed  during  the  same  period 
as  a  result  of  reconnaissance  operations.  On  7  July,  Company  B,  southwest 
of  Tay  Ninh  City  (XT208385),  located  nine  NVA  killed,  seven  hand  grenades, 
two  RPG  rounds,  eight  RPG  boosters,  two  bangalore  torpedoes,  20  6Ctom  mortar 
roimds  and  100  pounds  of  rice. 

In  other  actions  in  the  let  Brigade  area,  a  Night  Hawk  helicopter  killed 
15  NVA  on  6  July  with  automatic  weapons  and  rockets  just  outside  of  the 
southwestern  sector  of  Tay  Ninh  City  (XT19liU6U).  On  8  July,  a  Troop  D,  3rd 
Squadron,  l^th  Cavalry  Night  Hawk  helicopter  located  two  targets,  one  six 
kilometers  southwest  of  Tay  Ninh  (XTI95I4I9)  and  one  in  the  Straight  Edge 
Woods  (XTI30350),  resulting  in  six  NVA  KIA.  A  helicopter  with  an  Airborne 
Personnel  Detector  kit,  operating  20  kilometers  northwest  of  Tay  Ninh  near 
the  Cambodian  Border  (WT992576),  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  with 
gunships  and  air  strikes,  resulting  in  nine  enemy  killed  and  four  heavy 
machine  guns  destroyed. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area,  the  enemy  was  expected  to  avoid  actions  which 
would  result  in  heavy  losses  in  personnel  and  rely  heavily  on  attacks  by 
fire  to  fulfill  his  role  in  the  July  highpoint.  One  report  stated  that  the 
K1  Battalion,  268th  Regiment  and  the  let  Battalion,  Quyet  Thang  Regiment 
had  rehearsed  plans  for  a  coordinated  attack  on  the  Phu  Hoa  Subsector 
(XT7I4I5).  Ciq)tured  docvmients  revealed  that  Sub-Region  1  forces  were  con¬ 
ducting  a  reconnaissance  of  the  Cu  Chi  District  for  movement  of  a  multi¬ 
battalion  force  into  the  area. 

Activity  was  at  a  moderate  level  in  the  2nd  Brigade  area  during  the 
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first  two  weeks  of  July  with  a  higher  incidence  of  small,  Inoffectivw  attaoJcs 
by  fire.  Attacks  by  fire  were  made  against  Patrol  Base  Does  (XT55U227)  on 
2,  6,  7  and  9  Julyj  Fire  Support  Base  Pershing  (XT?l8296)  on  6,  7  and  9  Juljj 
Fire  Support  Base  Stuart  (XT499198)  on  6  and  9  Julyj  Fire  Support  Base  Pat¬ 
ton  (XT982155)  on  9  Julyj  Patrol  Base  Dragon  (XT63828U)  on  6  July  and  Cu  Ghl 
Base  Camp  (XT6515)  on  10  July.  On  $  Julv  at  2055  hours,  Fire  Support  Base 
Pershing  detected  enemy  movement  on  its  PPS-5  radar  and  engaged  the  area 
with  lj,2"  mortars,  resulting  in  five  enemy  killed.  At  0100  hours  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th,  after  receiving  ten  rounds  of  82nm  mortar  fire,  FSB 
Pershing  returned  fire  with  artilleiy,  resulting  in  five  more  enemy  killed. 
That  night  at  1905  hours,  the  base  received  three  rounds  of  75inm  recoil¬ 
less  rifle  fire,  and  engaged  the  suspected  position  with  mortars,  artillery, 
and  helicopter  gunships,  resulting  in  eight  enemy  killed. 

The  2nd  Battalion,  lUth  Infantry,  operating  in  the  eastern  portion  of 
the  TAOR,  killed  30  enemy  soldiers,  captured  13  prisoners-of-war  and  2U 
weapons,  and  received  one  ralller  in  contacts  Initiated  while  on  recoimais- 
sance/search  missions.  On  9  July,  Company  A  supported  by  an  Air  Force  for¬ 
ward  air  controller  engaged  elements  of  the  3rd  Battalion,  268th  Regiment 
and  the  Trang  Bang  District  Force  in  the  Ho  Bo  Woods  (XT592279).  While  the 
infantrymen  exchanged  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire  with  the  enemy, 
helicopter  gunships  and  air  strikes  were  employed  in  support.  The  Joint 
effort  resulted  in  17  enemy  killed. 

The  operations  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry,  resulted  in  a  total 
of  75  enemy  killed  during  the  two  week  period.  On  5  July,  while  on  a  recon¬ 
naissance  mission  in  the  Citadel  north  of  Trang  Bang  (XT5182U8),  Company  A 
uncovered  a  cache  consisting  of  36  75ram  recoilless  rifle  rouxido,  RPG 
rounds,  three  bangalore  torpedoes,  81t  60mm  mortar  rounds,  15  6Clra  mortar 
fuzes,  two  complete  6Ctnm  mortars  and  an  SKS  rifle.  At  I630  hours  that  day. 
Company  B,  sweeping  an  area  east  of,  the  find  (XT55U223),  located  seven  NVA 
soldiers  aho  had  been  killed  by  artillery  and  air  strikes.  At  2035  hours 
that  night,  a  combat  patrol  from  Company  B,  in  the  same  general  area  (IT567- 
219  engaged  an  imknown  nxmber  of  enemy  with  organic  weapons,  an  AC-U7  g;un- 
ship,  helicopter  gunships  and  artillery.  Sweeping  the  area  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  the  patrol  killed  an  enemy  soldier  and  located  seven  enemy  bodies. 
Further  search  of  the  area  disclosed  that  the  enemy  element,  identified  as 
a  part  of  the  83rd  Rear  Service  Group,  had  been  in  the  process  of  laying 
mines,  and  the  infantrymen  destroyed  two  mines  and  a  bopby  trap. 

On  8  July,  the  ll6th  Assault  Helicopter  Company,  supporting  the  2-12  Inf 
on  a  combat  assault  six  kllcxneters  northwest  of  Cu  Chi  (XT588173}>  engaged 
an  xmknown  number  of  enemy,  resulting  in  17  enemy  killed.  On  10  July,  Com¬ 
pany  D,  on  a  reoonnaissance  mission  in  the  Citadel  (XT5o8245)»  engaged  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  3nl  Battalion,  268th  Regiment  with  organic  weapons,  helicopter 
gunships  and  air  strikes,  resulting  in  ten  enemy  killed  and  five  weapons  des¬ 
troyed. 

On  lU  July,  the  Combined  Recohnalssance/Intelllgence  Patrol  (2-12  Inf), 
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•jqploltlng  ini'oraatlon  gained  fron  a  prlaoner-of-war,  looatad  a  cache  con¬ 
taining  l5  SK3  riflee,  elx  Chiccm  carbines  with  teleecopic  eights,  three 
M-1  rifles,  four  M-1  carbinae,  two  browning  Automatic  Rifles,  four  AK-U7 
rifles,  one  M-16  irlfle,  two  6Ctojm  mortar  tubes,  two  RPO  rocket  launchers, 
two  light  machine  guns,  20  62mm  mortar  rounds,  36OO  rounds  of  small  arms 
SBonunitlon,  five  dCknm  mortar  rounds,  nine  anti-tank  mines,  20  RPQ  rounds, 
li;  hand  grenades,  10  rifle  grenades  and  6OO  feet  of  communications  wire. 

The  let  Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th  Infantry,  killed  11  enemy  sol¬ 
diers  and  eliminated  eight  weapons  in  performing  route  security,  recon¬ 
naissance  missions  and  security  operations  for  Rome  plow  efforts.  The 
3x^1  Squadron,  Uth  Cavalrv,  in  a  variety  of  assignments  in  the  Citadel 
and  Ho  Bo  Woods  killed  3U  of  the  enemy  and  accounted  for  two  prisoners - 
of -war,  seven  tons  of  rice,  four  weapons,  fivt  sampans,  2000  blasting  caps, 
500  feet  of  detonator  wire,  500  feet  of  communications  wire,  Ii2  RPQ  boost¬ 
ers,  11  mortar  charges  and  J9  mixed  mortar  and  reooilless  rifle  rounds. 

In  other  2nd  Brigade  operations,  the  ll6th  Assault  Helicopter  Company, 
operating  four  kilometers  northwest  of  Phu  Cuong  (XT76516U)  with  three 
Regional  Foroe  companies  on  8  July,  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  with 
organic  weapons  and  gunships,  resulting  in  I8  enemy  killed,  three  credited 
to  Regional  Force  soldiers.  During  the  flrefight,  an  RPC  roxmd  hit  a  com¬ 
mand  and  control  ship,  causing  it  to  crash,  resulting  in  one  U.S,  killed  and 
one  wounded.  Another  light  observation  helicopter  was  hit  with  small  arms 
fire  but  received  only  minor  damage.  Also  on  8  July,  ARVN  forces  captured 
an  enemy  weapons  cache  five  kilometers  east  of  Ou  Chi  (XT675135)*  The 
cache  contained  20  122mm  rockets  which  were  probably  intended  for  use  by 
the  9th  Artillery  Battalion  of  Sub-Region  1,  possibly  in  attacks  cn  Cu  Chi 
Base  Canq}, 

On  11  Jxily,  elements  of  the  1st  ARVN  Cavalry  Regiment,  under  the  opera¬ 
tional  control  of  the  2nd  Brigade,  on  a  reconnaissance  mission  in  the  Ho  Bo 
Woods,  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  at  0800  hours,  resulting  in  nine 
NVA  killed  and  three  prisoners -of -war  captured  (XT020234).  At  1530  hours, 
they  killed  two  more  enemy  with  grenades  (XT622235)  and,  at  1700  hours,  en¬ 
gaged  six  enemy  with  organic  weapons,  artillery  and  air  strikes,  resulting 
in  another  two  NVA  killed, 

'The  lull  in  enemy  activity  was  most  apparent  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area 
with  the  majority  of  effort  resulting  in  only  light,  scattered  contacts 
and  the  location  of  small  caches. 

On  7  July,  near  the  Parrot's  Beak  (XT275058),  an  Air  Force  forward 
air  controller,  flying  in  support  of  the  3rd  Brigade,  engaged  an  unknofim 
number  of  enemy  with  air  striices,  resulting  in  17  enemy  killed  and  nine 
,5l  caliber  heavy  machine  guns  destroyed.  On  12  July,  the  132nd  Regional 
Force  Company,  in  military  pacification  efforts,  captured  nine  prisoners- 
of-war  four  kilometers  southwest  of  Cu  Chi  (XT685100),  At  1855  hours  on 
13  July,  Team  26C,  Company  F,  75th  Infantry  (Ranger),  exploiting  Intelllgenoe 
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Information  ongagod  l5  enemy  who  were  In  the  process  of  establishing  an  sm> 
bush  site  aimed  at  Navy  patrol  boats  operating  along  the  Van  Co  Dong  River 
(ITU17101)*  Tean  26C  opened  fire  with  organic  weapons  and  employed  hell> 
copter  gunshlps,  a  Night  Hawk  helicopter,  an  kC-kl  gunshlp  and  artlUery, 
resulting  In  seven  NVA  killed. 

The  third  and  final  highpolnt  of  the  enemy's  current  Sumner  Cuapaign 
failed  to  nateriallse  as  eiqpeoted  during  the  third  week  of  July,  However, 
a  series  of  contacts  southwest  of  lay  Ninh  City  along  the  Van  Co  Dong  River 
and  repeated  actions  with  what  appeared  to  be  nain  force  elements,  possibly 
the  88th  NVA  Reglsient,  In  the  Nul  Ba  Den  area,  indicated  that  enemy  elements 
were  operating  along  traditional  approach  routes  to  the  city.  An  increase 
of  enemy  activity  during  the  evening  and  early  morning  hours  of  19-20  July 
was  sinilar  to  that  experienced  during  D-Day  of  the  June  hlghpolnts,  indi¬ 
cating  that  D-Day  for  the  July  action  may  have  occurred,  Tay  Nlnh  City  was 
still  predicted  to  be  the  primary  target  for  coordinated  action  by  enemy  for¬ 
ces  with  elements  of  the  9th  VC /NVA  Division  spearheading  the  attacks.  Ac¬ 
tion  in  the  Tay  Nlnh  area  would  be  supported  by  attacks  In  the  sub-regions 
which  would  consist  primarily  of  attacks  by  fire  and  limited  sapper  action, 

Oo  Dau  Ha  was  mentioned  again  as  a  probable  target  of  the  Tay  Nlnh  Provincial 
Battalions,  especially  the  DlU,  but  was  expected  to  receive  only  an  attack 
by  fire. 


As  the  lull  continued  Into  its  third  weak,  the  enemy  increased  his 
propagairda  efforts  in  the  villages  a  ^  hamlets  as  the  main  force  units  hur- 
risdly  attempted  to  solve  re  laoemant  and  supply  problems.  With  the  88th 
NVA  Regiment  located  on  the  northern  slopes  of  Nul  Ba  Den,  the  272iul  Regi¬ 
ment  was  located  by  an  agent  along  the  Cambodian  Border  near  the  Straight 
Idge  Wooda  (XT130339)  where  the  1000  man  unit  waa  staging  to  attack  Thanh 
Dlen  (III9I45)  and  then  Tfy  Nlnh  Base  Camp,  An  agent  alao  located  the  Dili 
Battalion  in  Phuoo  Tan  Village  (IT393292;  north  of  Go  Dau  Ha  with  Intentions 
of  harassing  neighboring  GVN  outposts  and  mining  Highway  22.  The  threat  of 
the  88th  Regiment  from  the  northeast  had  been  blunted,  if  not  e  ample tely 
preempted  by  allied  action.  Enemy  forces  were  expected  to  resort  heavily 
on  attaoka  by  fire  aa  their  oapabillty  for  nuatalned  ground  action  waa  es¬ 
timated  to  be  oonaiderably  leas  than  that  which  he  possessed  during  the  June 
attacks. 

On  16  July,  Troop  D,  3rd  Squadron,  l|th  Cavalry,  engaged  an  unknown 
number  of  enemy  four  kilometers  west  of  Nul  Ba  Den  with  automatic  weapona, 
rockets,  air  strikes  and  artillery,  reaultlng  in  three  enemy  killed.  At 
162^  hours  that  day,  Company  A,  2nd  Battalion,  3l|th  Amor,  providing  se- 
ourlty  for  Rome  plow  operations  on  the  north  aide  of  Nul  Ba  Den  (XT288610), 
engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  with  automatic  weapons,  helicopter  gun- 
ships  snd  artillery,  resulting  In  three  NVA  KIA, 

On  18  July,  Company  C,  l|th  Battalion  (Mechanised),  23rd  Infantry,  con¬ 
ducting  operation!  at  the  baae  of  Nul  Ba  Den  mountain  (XT3.O0^Q0),  engaged 
an  unknown  number  of  enemy  with  organic  weapons,  helicopter  gunshlps  and 
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artillery,  resultiiig  iki  2?  NVA  killed.  The  following  day  at  0933  hour*, 
CoiiQ)any  C,  on  a  mounted  reconnaissance  with  a  Regional  Force  conpany  near 
Highway  13  east  of  Tay  Ninh  City  (XT300553),  engaged  an  unknown  nxsnber  of 
enemy  with  helicopter  gunships  and  artillery,  killing  12  and  destroying  an 
82nim  mortar.  At  20U0\hours,  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  Cau  Khoi  Rubber 
Plantatlcn  where  they  had  established  a  night  offensive  position  (XT310li82), 
Comqjany  C  engaged  10-15  enemy  with  organic  weapons  and  artillery,  killing 
four  NVA,  Also  on  20  July,  a  bombing  mission  near  the  Cambodian  Border 
(WT993635)  resulted  in  six  enemy  killed  and  three  secondary  explosions. 

While  the  1st  Brigade  worked  to  preempt  any  moves  against  Tay  Ninh 
City,  the  2nd  Brigade  experienced  numerous  small  contacts.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  the  capture  of  a  senior  captain  of  Sub-Region  1  correlated  with  docu¬ 
ments  captixred  by  the  Ist  Infantry  Division  in  Jvine  gave  the  Division  an 
indication  of  the  effects  of  its  preemptive  efforts  in  Sub-Region  1,  The 
document,  a  report  signed  by  a  cadre  of  the  Rear  Service  Staff,  Sub-Region 
1,  COSVN,  stated  that  allied  activities  had  greatly  hampered  operations  in 
northern  Cu  Chi  District,  The  report  indicated  that  the  activities  of 
civilian  labor  teams,  assault  youth  groups,  and  transportation  units  had 
been  greatly  reduced  due  to  the  large  Increxse  of  allied  operations  and 
that  the  extensive  use  of  armored  vehicles,  helicopters,  air  strikes  and  ar¬ 
tillery  by  US/GVN  forces  had  destroyed  many  rice  storage,  animal  and  poultry 
and  transportation  and  hospitax  areas.  Pressure  waS  also  applied  to  these 
areas  by  a  large  number  of  successful  ambushes, 

Trang  Bang  District  was  referred  to  several  times  as  an  extremely 
weak  area.  One  paragraph  revealed  that  the  guerrilla  movement  had  been 
slowly  deteriorating  due  to  a  lack  of  cooperation  by  the  local  populace. 

The  people  refused  to  conceal  troops,  care  for  wounded  soldiers,  store  rice 
or  join  civilian  labor  teams.  As  a  direct  result,  the  collection  and  pur¬ 
chasing  of  goods  were  seriously  impaired.  In  addition,  the  document  stated 
that  the  GVN  ”Chieu  Hoi"  program  had  been  intensified  and  that  the  exploi¬ 
tation  and  employment  of  Hoi  Ghanhs  to  strike  enemy  forces  had  endangered 
many  concealed  positions. 

This  evaluation  of  the  enemy's  current  situation  in  Trang  Bang  was 
expanded  to  include  all  of  Sub-Region  1  by  Tran  Minh  Dao  who  was  captured 
when  he  tried  to  conceal  himself  in  a  spider  hole.  Dao  was  a  senior  cap¬ 
tain  who  at  the  time  of  his  capture  was  on  his  way  to  train  company  grade 
and  higher  officers  of  the  1st  and  3rd  Battalions,  266th  Regiment.  He 
had  been  with  the  Viet  Minh  as  early  as  19h9f  and  had  been  trained  in 
North  Vietnam.  Dao  indicated  that,  due  to  heavy  losses  and  land  clearing 
operations,  the  268th  Regiment  and  Quyet  Thang  Regiment  were  going  to  re¬ 
vert  back  to  the  Phase  I  guerrilla  and  sapper  tactics  of  pre-Tet  I968, 

This  change  in  tactics  is  indicative  of  the  erosion  of  Sub-Region  I's  cap¬ 
abilities  due  to  heavy  losses  inflicted  by  US/GVN  forces  in  1968 A969, 

The  change  in  tactics  would  also  include  increased  mining  and  attacks 
against  small  units.  Large  scale  attacks  by  night  would  be  replaced  by 
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sapper  attacks,  Dao  said  the  Viet  Cong  and  Sub-Region  1  believe  that  the7 
will  atm  win  the  war,  but  b7  political  rather  than  militar7  neans.  He  . 
further  stated  that  U,S,  forces  in  Cu  Chi,  Trang  Bang  and  Tay  Nlnh  had  been 
highly  successful  in  Inflicting  heavy  casualties  on  Viet  Cong  wain  force, 
local  force  am  guerrilla  forces.  The  266th  Regiment  and  Quyet  Thang  Regi¬ 
ment  had  been  unable  to  keep  their  units  together.  The  Rome  plow  land  clear¬ 
ing  efforts  eliminated  the  ability  of  the  Viet  Cong  forces  to  concentrate. 

Dao  said  that  the  enemy  in  Sub-Region  1  would  not  be  able  to  mount  Its  at¬ 
tacks  until  Septanber  until  which  time  It  would  concentrate  on  destroying 
the  increasing  capabilities  of  ARVN  forces  and  made  good  ixse  of  propaganda 
material  against  the  IRVN/U.S.  forces.  He  recommended  that  the  Division 
conduct  daylight  operations  by  first  locating  a  specific  target,  preparing 
the  area  with  napaim  and  artillery  fires  to  destroy  mines  and  booby  traps, 
and  moving  in  infantry  troops  by  air  to  block  routes  of  escape.  Cte  July, 
the  Division  carried  out  a  highly  successful  airmobile  raid  in  this  manner. 
(See  Tab  E  for  IPW  Report  on  CPT  Dao) 

On  l5  July,  three  caches  were  discovered  by  2nd  Brigade  elanents.  At 
093$  ho\irs  six  kilometers  northwest  of  Cu  Chi  In  the  Pllhol  Rubber  Plan¬ 
tation  (3CT675170),  Germany  A,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanised),  5th  Infantry, 

OPGON  2-lii  Inf,  engaged  5-6  enemy  with  organic  weapons,  resulting  In  one 
wounded  NVA  prisoner-of-war.  The  prisoner  directed  Coapany  A  to  a  cache 
consisting  of  two  AK-U7  rifles,  one  HFG  rocket  launcher  with  two  rounds  of 
ammunition,  one  Ml6  ri^e,  50  pounds  of  rice  and  six  hand  grenades.  At 
1000  hours  six  kilometers  northeast  of  Trang  Bang  (rr5262U6),  the  Combined 
Reconnaissance/Intelligence  Platoon,  2-12  Inf,  exploiting  information  gained 
from  a  prisoner-of-war,  evacuated  UB  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  ammunition,  82 
hand  grenades,  10  rifle  grenades,  four  RPO  rounds,  seven  anti-tank  mines,  20 
small  arms  magazines,  one  bangalore  torpedo,  two  RPQ  boosters.  2.5  pounda  of 
explosives,  two  field  telephones  and  l5  blasting  caps.  At  1045  hours.  Troop 

C,  3rd  Sqiiadron,  4th  Cavalry,  in  the  Boi  Loi  Woods  (XT5i6333)  «>n  a  mounted 
reconnaissance,  located  a  small  base  area,  destroyed  two  booby  traps  and 
evacuated  three  AK-4.7  rifles,  250  bottles  of  penicillin,  25  bandages,  three 
pounds  of  documents,  one  medical  bag,  assorted  hypodermic  needles  and  five 
pounds  of  canned  food. 

At  lU50  hoiue,  a  helicopter  from  Troop  D,  3rd  Squadron.  Uth  Cavalry^ 
engaged  four  enemy  four  kilometers  northeast  of  Fhu  Loi  (XT7h92C9),  resulting 
In  four  eneny  killed  and  five  AK-47  rifles  destroyed.  At  1510  boors  that 
night,  the  enemy  attempted  to  launch  small  attacks  by  fire  against  FSB 
Stuart  (rrU99195),  FSB  Pershing  (XT518256)  and  PB  Dees  (lT55i*227)  nnd,  at 
2053  hoTirs,  against  FSB  Patton  (XT562155)  but  none  of  rounds  land^  in¬ 
side  the  perimeters. 

On  16  July,  two  kilometers  northwest  of  Trang  Lap  (XT566231),  a  Troop 

D,  3rd  Squadron,  Uth  Cavalry,  helicopter  gunehlp  with  an  artillery  aerial 
observer  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  at  1620  hours  with  artillery, 
killing  flva  of  them. 
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On  19  July,  the  2nd  Brigade  executed  a  classic  airmobile  raid  which 
cUnaxed  three  weeks  of  piecing  together  and  evaluating  intelligence  in¬ 
formation,  The  target  resulted  from  a  routine  read-out  of  low  level  aerial 
photographs  taken  over  Tu  Duon  Hamlet  (XT589269)  by  the  Tactical  Imagery 
Interpretation  Section  of  the  25th  Military  Intelligence  Detachment,  The 
last  two  frames  revealed  a  newly  constructed  hut  which  was  larger  than  the 
other  huts  in  the  area,  and  was  distinguishable  by  its  wooden  roof,  in  con¬ 
trast  to  the  thatched  roofs  of  the  other  huts  in  the  vicinity,  A  series  of 
photographs  taken  by  the  Aerial  S\irveillance  Section,  G-2  Air,  and  an  Air 
Force  reconnaissance  mission  revealed  trenches,  trails,  mounds  that  resem¬ 
bled  graves,  a  possible  well  and  row-crops.  During  the  period  of  surveil¬ 
lance,  these  excavations  went  through  a  aeries  of  changes,  indicating  that 
activity  aroTind  the  hut  was  continuing  and  recent.  On  10  July,  a  prisoner 
captured  by  Company  B,  2nd  Battalion,  lUth  Infantry  in  the  vicinity  of  Sa 
Nho  in  the  Ho  Bo  Woods  (XT575275)>  stated  that  he  knew  the  location  of  a 
house  where  20-25  members  of  his  unit  stayed  each  night.  These  personnel, 
who  were  responsible  for  supplying  food  for  NVA  units  operating  in  the  Tu 
Duon/Sa  Nho  area,  arrived  each  night  at  approximately  1800  hours  and  re¬ 
mained  until  dawn  the  following  morning.  He  indicated  that  this  house  had 
been  used  every  night  for  the  past  seven  months. 

On  l6  July,  a  Visual  Reconnaissance  Mission  was  flown  by  the  IPW  sec¬ 
tion  and  hand-held  photographs  were  taken  of  the  Sa  Nho  area.  The  photo¬ 
graphs  were  shown  to  this  prisoner  who  immediately  identified  the  same  hut 
irtiich  had  been  under  surveillance  by  the  Imagery  Interpretation  Section, 

This  Information  was  passed  to  the  S2  of  the  2nd  Brigade  who  in  turn 
recommended  the  target  to  the  Brigade  S3  for  response.  The  Brigade  decision 
was  to  conduct  an  early  evening  aimobile  raid  and  the  mission  was  given  to 
the  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th  Infantry,  After  a  careful  reconnaissance 
and  evalxiation  of  the  objective,  the  Battalion  Commander  decided  to  employ 
heavy  preparatory  gunship  and  artillery  fires,  a  close  troop  insertion,  con¬ 
tinuous  close  fire  support,  and  a  rapid  troop  extraction.  Two  platoons  from 
Conqjany  B,  2-lli  Inf  (OPCON  1-5  Mech)  would  be  employed. 

The  execution  of  these  plans  at  1730  hours  was  perfectly  timed  and 
highly  effective.  Helicopter  gunship  and  artillery  preparations  were 
shifted  just  as  the  nine-ship  lift  set  down  on  its  LZ,  Encountering  only 
sporadic  and  ineffective  return  fire,  the  two  platoons  overran  their  ob¬ 
jective,  A  sweep  of  the  area  uncovered  hi  enemy  killed  and  a  large  amount 
cf  abandoned  equipment.  After  these  elements  were  extracted,  two  F-lOO 
fighters  hit  the  area  with  fragmentation  bombs  and  napalm.  This  strike  was 
followed  by  another  with  two  A-37  fighters  bombarding  the  area,  A  PSTOPS 
helicopter  was  divez*ted  to  the  scene  to  broadcast  "Siirrender  or  Die"  appeals. 
This  was  followed  by  an  artillery  attack  of  lJi5  rounds,  and  by  another  PSIOPS 
mission  consisting  of  surrender  appeals  and  30,000  safe  conduct  passes  and 
"Chieu  Hoi"  leaflets  being  dropped, 

A  sweep  was  conducted  the  next  day  by  one  mechanized  (l-5.Mech)  and 
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two  rifle  ccnpanles  (2>lli  Inf),  during  which  several  additional  eaenv  bodies 
and  weapons  were  found.  Total  enesgr  losses  for  the  operation  were  $4  Kli, 
ten  detainees,  and  26  AK~U7  rifles,  ten  RPO  rocket  launchers,  one  RH)  light 
machine  gun,  two  K^U  pistols,  two  RPG  rounds,  one  Ml  carbine,  one  Chloon 
radio,  30  pounds  of  medical  supplies,  3000  pounds  of  rice,  and  six  pounds 
of  documents  captured.  Of  the  detainee  epprehended,  one  was  classified  as 
an  NVA  prisoner-of-war,  one  as  a  Viet  Cong  guerrilla,  one  as  a  Viet  Cong 
prisoner-of-war,  and  three  as  civil  defendants.  There  were  no  Division  cas¬ 
ualties  , 

The  Installation  destroyed  in  this  raid  had  housed  the  A-17  Local  Foroe 
Dispensary,  served  as  a  supply  point  for  the  83rd  Sear  Service  Group,  and 
as  a  way  station  for  V0/N7A  elements  moving  through  the  area.  (See  CaBd>at 
After  Action  Interview  Report,  Tab  F) 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area,  enemy  forces  were  e:q>eoted  to  continue  their 
pattern  of  harassment  activity.  Participation  in  the  July  hlghpolnt  would 
be  limited  to  shelling  attacks  against  key  QVN/U.S.  installations  in  Due 
Hoa  District.  Sub-Region  2  units  continued  to  move  supplies  and  conduct 
reconnaissance,  working  closely  with  local  forces  during  the  week  but  sources 
indicated  that  the  units  were  still  operating  In  their  Cambodian  base  areas. 
There  were  only  minor  contacts  during  the  week  with  no  significant  activity 
other  than  several  shelling  Incidents  directed  against  the  Due  Hue  Speelal 
Forces  Compound. 

The  eneisy,  plagued  with  heavy  losses  in  Mty  and  June  by  repeated  D.S./ 
QVH  preemptive  activity,  was  unable  to  implement  his  planned  hlghpoint  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  week  of  Jxilyj  however,  reports  continued  to  confirm  that  such 
an  action  was  still  planned  by  the  enemy. 

In  western  Tay  Ninh  Province,  the  9th  VC/NFA  Division  repositioned  its 
regiments  but  avoided  contact.  The  27l8t  Regiment  was  located  by  an  agent 
on  2k  July  in  the  Straight  Edge  Woods.  The  88th  Regiment  appeared  to  be 
moving  to  positions  southwest  of  Tay  Ninh  City.  There  was  sene  evidence  to 
indicate  the  return  of  the  88th  Regiment  to  Sub-Jtegion  1  but  such  a  move 
was  not  considered  likely  at  this  time.  Seven  agent  reports  placed  a  bat¬ 
talion  of  the  272nd  Regiment  in  the  Angel's  Wing  (XT266200)  where  it  was 
reported  to  be  coordinating  with  the  269th  Battalion  to  attack  Fhuoo  Luu 
(lT3220-n3U2h). 

Since  the  enemy  was  not  thought  to  have  the  capabilities  to  launch 
ita  July  hi^point  in  Tay  Ninh  Province,  the  en^y  woxild  attempt  to  maln.- 
taln  his  presence  through  attacks  by  fire,  especially  against  the  Ben  Keo 
Training  Center  (IT23U3T,  Tay  Ninh  Base  Camp  (ITl5$l),  Fire  Support  Base 
Washington  (XTlh6568)  and  Fire  Support  Base  Crook  (XT05559S>)*  The  heavy 
ccneentratlon  of  enemy  forces  southwest  of  Tay  Ninh  City  Increased  the 
possibility  of  ground  attacks  near  the  Cambodian  Border. 

Due  to  the  low  level  of  activity  in  this  area,  the  2nd  Battalion,  2nd 
Infantry  was  released  0PC(»l  from  the  25th  Infantry  Division  on  21  July  and 
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returned  t<5  the  1st  Infantry  Division, 

On  2:  Company  C.  Uth  Battalion,  9th  Infantry,  at  Fire  Support 

Basu  Sedgwiok  11  (XT2l;l431l5  engaged  three  enemy  with  a  Night  Hawk  heli¬ 
copter,  resulting  in  two  enemy  killed.  At  2215  hours  on  23  July,  FSB 
Sedgwick  II  again  engaged  movement,  killing  two  NVA,  confirming  from  docu¬ 
ments  taken  from  their  bodies  that  enemy  elements  were  re connoi taring  the 
base. 


Also  on  22  July,  Troop  C,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry,  killed  three 
NVA  with  organic  weapons  and  artillery  11  kilometers  northwest  of  Go  Dau  Ha 
(XTI85278),  while  receiving  minor  damage  to  a  light  observation  helicopter 
from  enemy  small  arms  fire. 

Company  A,  2nd  Battalion,  3Uth  Armor  and  Company  C,  Uth  Battalion 
(Mechanized)*  23rd  Infantry,  in  day-long  operations  around  Nui  3a  Den 
(rr2856),  killed  nine  of  the  enemy  in  three  contacts.  At  1315  hours. 
Company  G  (U-23  Mech)  received  five  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire  and  en¬ 
gaged  the  suspected  position  with  gunships  and  artillery,  destroying  the 
82801  mortar. 

On  28  July,  Ist  Brigade  elementc*  captured  or  destroyed  a  large  supply 
of  enemy  equipment  by  locating  three  caches.  At  1030  hours,  the  Combined 
ReconnalssanoeAntelllgence  Platoon,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  22nd  In¬ 
fantry,  engaged  five  enemy  who  were  defending  a  position  east  of  the  Cau 
Khol  Rubber  Plantation  (XT395U55)*  The  enemy  soldiers  fled  but  were  forced 
to  leave  200  pounds  of  zd.ee,  50  pounds  of  medical  supplies,  25  pounds  of 
clothing  and  a  pound  of  documents.  At  the  sane  time,  18  kilometers  north¬ 
west  of  Tay  Ninh  (XT0536l0),  Coiqiany  D,  3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry, 
located  25  fighting  positions,  10  75iBm  recoilless  rifle  cannisters,  10 
107mm  fuze  cans  and  20  12Ctaim  mortar  fuze  cans,  A  Hoi  Chanh,  who  had  been 
captured  by  the  Viet  Cong  as  a  civilian  and  escaped,  led  Company  C,  2nd 
Battalion  (Mechanized),  22nd  Infantry,  to  a  cache  (XTU55507)  containing 
200  boxes  of  small  arms  ammunition,  loO  rounds  of  75mm  recoilless  rifle 
ammunition,  86  rounds  of  82iam  mortar  ammunition,  seven  rounds  of  57mm 
recoilless  rifle  ammunition,  220  RPG  roTinds,  69  bangalore  torpedoes,  112 
rounds  of  6Q«m  mortar  ammunition,  6U  hand  grenades,  123  rifle  grenades, 
two  AK-U7  rifles  and  one  light  iiaehjjie  gun. 

During  the  week,  Tay  Ninh  Base  Camp  (XTl55l)  received  107mm  rockets 
on  25  and  28  July,  resulting  in  minor  daiuige  to  two  UHIH  helicopters  and 
one  structure, 

Aetivily  in  the  2nd  Brigade  area  was  light  early  in  the  week  but  in¬ 
creased  as  a  result  of  operations  directed  at  further  disruption  of  the 
Sub-Region  1  Infrastructvire, 

At  0055  hours  on  22'  July,  a  night  combat  patrol  froa  Con^any  A,  2nd 
Battalion,  ll;th  Infantry^  engaged  the  2U-man  2  Company,  2nd  Battalion, 
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Qviyrt  ^«nc  RaglMent  as  Its  psrsonnsl  were  I'etTumlnc  fron  an  nnsuootssful 
rlos  proonrring  mission  to  Tan  Thanh  Dong  (XT7U0110;.  The  oombat  patrol 
Intersepted  the  enem7  xmlt  six  kilometers  north  of  Pha  Ouong  (XT7U2155) 
and  engaged  them  with  organic  weapons,  olaj^m'^re  mines,  helicopter  gun* 
ships  and  an  AC-U7  gunshlp,  resulting  in  seren  eneaiT-  killed  and  one  prls- 
onor-of-war.  The  elimination  of  eight  men  from  the  understrength  unit 
probably  destroyed  Its  capability  to  function  effectlToly,  Fire  other  oom¬ 
bat  patrols  engaged  enemy  movement  that  night  near  Highway  1  northwest  of 
Cu  CM  with  unknown  resxilts  (XT58i5). 

At  1030  hours  on  25  <^uly,  the  Combined  BeconnaissanoeAntelllgenoe 
Platoon,  2Dd  Battalion,  liith  Infantry,  with  elements  of  the  1-5  Heoh 
three  kilometers  northwest  of  Trung  Lap  In  the  Citadel  (XT562230),  en¬ 
gaged  a  small,  well-entrenched  enemy  force,  later  Identified  from  documents 
as  elements  of  the  Cu  Chi  District  Force,  with  organic  weapons,  helicopter 
gunshlps  and  air  strikes,  resulting  in  four  enemy  killed  and  one  hand  grenade, 
one  AK-li7  rifle,  one  K51i  pistol  and  one  •1|5  caliber  pistol  destroyed. 

(ki  23  «^uly,  a  Viet  Cong  platoon  loader  had  entered  Luc  Du  (XTii9U- 

206)  to  harass  and  propagandize  the  people,  deacting  to  this  report  a^ 
gaining  Information  on  the  possible  location  of  this  man’s  unit.  Companies 
C  and  D,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry,  conducted  a  c(»bat  assault  Into  an 
area  six  kilameters  northwest  of  Trung  Lap  (IT530230)  on  27  July.  A  00m- 
mand  and  control  helicopter  spotted  a  base  area  composed  of  six  bunkers,  and 
10  spider  holes  with  three  interlocking  tunnels,  and  directed  helicopter  gun¬ 
shlps  over  the  area  following  air  strikes.  The  two  Infantry  companies  swept 
the  coi^)lex,  encountering  only  light  reslstenee,  and  located  2U  enemy  killed, 
lii  AE-U7  rines,  one  6cmm  mortar  with  seven  roui^s  of  ammunition,  500  rounds 
of  small  arms  ammunition  and  three  pounds  of  medical  supplies. 

On  27  July,  elements  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  liith  Infantry,  under  the 
operational  control  of  the  1-5  Mech,  oonducted  extensive  searches  of  an 
area  five  kilometers  north  of  Trung  Lap  (XT5826)  with  Cooqpany  C  establish¬ 
ing  a  blocking  position  (IT5902,6U-XT5882^).  At  1950  hours,  the  Combined 
Reconnalssanee/lntelUgenoe  Platoon  (2-lii  Inf)  apprehended  six  detainees 
(XT580268),  resulting  In  three  Viet  Cong  prisoners -of -war  and  one  civil 
defendant  being  Identified.  At  1120  hours.  Company  A  evacuated  500  rounds 
of  small  arms  ammunition  and  550  sets  of  NVA  uniforms  (XT576271).  At 
1232  hours,  a  command  and  control  heUcopter  (1-5  Mech)  killed  an  NVA 
soldier  with  automatic  weapons  as  he  attempted  to  evade  observation  (XT568- 
258)  and  at  13U7  hours,  the  Combined  Reeonnaissance/Intelllgenoe  Platoon 
(2~lU  Inf)  killed  four  NVA  with  autoeiatle  weapons. 

On  28  July,  the  2nd  Brigade  dealt  elements  of  the  268-^1  Begiment  end 
local  Viet  Cong  elements  another  devastating  blow  in  a  one-day  operation 
code-named  "Operation  Nutcracker."  The  operation  arose  out  of  Information 
gained  from  a  Hoi  Chanh  and  targets  spotted  by  the  Tactical  Imagery  In- 
texpretatlon  Section  of  the  25th  Infantxy  Division  Military  Intelligence 
Detachment.  It  involved  elements  from  six  infantry  and  one  mechanized  com¬ 
pany  with  one  Hegional  Force  company  supported  by  four  batteries  of  artillery. 
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helicopter  gonahlpa  end  TIC  air.  The  Mission  o^  these  elosients  was  to 
in  iireh  fire  ohjeotlve  areas  in  the  Citadel  nryrth  of  Trang  Bang  with  the 
intention  of  capturing  high-ranking  Viet  Cos«  cadre  and  officials.  The 
first  obJeetlYS  wac.  located  in  the  vioinitj  of  rr57?236  and  was  the  prin- 
axy  target  of  the  operationi  allied  at  the  capture  of  a  proeiinent  Viet 
Cong  official.  Co^ienies  ▲  aixl  B,  and  the  CQ«d>lned  ReoonnalssanoeAn- 
telligence  Platoon |  2nd  Battalion,  lUth  Infantry,  with  the  Regional 
Force  Coapany  searched  this  area  but  experienced  only  minor  contact. 

ObJeotiTe  3  (ZT3712li3)  was  north  of  the  prixary  target  and  searches 
by  Companies  B  and  C  (2-lU  Inf)  also  resulted  in  Minor  contact,  Conpanles 
C  and  0  (2-lU  Inf)  then  mored  to  Objeotiye  U  (XT571252)  while  Company  B. 

1st  Battalion  (Mechanised),  ^th  Infantry  searched  Objective  $  (XT575230), 

Companies  A  and  C,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry,  met  with  an  unex¬ 
pected,  large  enemy  force  as  they  neared  Objestive  (XT$6$2t3)  at^58 
hours  irtiere  intelligenoe  reports  placed  a  small  number  of  looal  Viet  Cong 
cadim.  The  enemy  force  was  well-entrenched  and  the  two  companies  pulled 
back  while  air  strikes  were  employed  to  soften  the  enemy  positions.  Com¬ 
panies  A  and  C  attempted  an  assault  but  the  enemy  returned  a  heavy  volume 
of  small  arms  and  RFC  fire.  Additional  air  strikes  were  required  to  break 
the  enmay's  resistance  but  a  third  assault  by  the  two  companies  succeeded 
in  overrunning  the  bunker  complex. 

Ry  the  end  of  the  dsy,  the  Bivlslon  forces  counted  53  enemy  killed 
and  had  captured  six  prisoners-of-war.  The  enemy  had  also  lost  27  AX-U7 
rifles,  four  RFC  rooket  launohere,  one  .51  caliber  heavy  machine  gun,  one 
X5U  pistol,  and  20  107mm  rockets.  Three  Division  soldiers  were  killed  in 
the  action  and  13  wounded.  One  light  observation  helicopter  was  shot  down 
and  classified  as  a  combat  loss. 

On  29  'J'olyf  at  0355  hours,  elements  of  Troop  A,  3rd  Squadron,  Uth 
Cavalry,  in  a  night  offensive  position  in  the  Boi  loi  Woods  (XTU92352). 
received  13  rounds  of  6CMm  mortar  fire  and  small  aims  fire,  resulting  in 
four  cavalrymen  wounded.  Troop  A  returned  fire  with  organle  weapena,  ar¬ 
tillery,  an  AC-119  gunship,  and  a  Night  Hawk  helicopter,  result!^  in  three 
NVA  killed  and  the  loss  of  one  K5U  pistol  a»-id  eight  RFC  rounds.  Documents 
fovmd  on  the  enemy  bodies  identified  the  101st  NVA  Regiment, 

At  1620  hours  (29  July),  the  Reconnaissanee  Platoon,  let  Battalion 
(Neohaniied),  5th  Infantry,  operating  five  kiloaeters  south  ef  Trang  Bang 
(XT517114()«  engaged  eight  enemy  with  organic  weapons,  resulting  in  six 
enemy  killed  end  two  prieonere-of-war.  In  the  firefight,  a  booby  trapped 
hand  grenade  wae  detonated,  wounding  a  Division  infantryman.  At  20l|5  hours 
that  evening,  the  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry,  at  Fire  Support  Base 
Perehing  (XT518256),  having  detected  movement  with  radar,  engaged  ten 
easmy  with  artillery,  killing  all  of  th«i. 

Ob  30  July,  Company  A,  2nd  Battalion,  l4th  Infantry,  QPQCN  1-5  Meob, 
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ocndiwtlng  a  raoonnaiisanoa  along  a  road  on  tha  adga  of  tha  FUhol  Rubbar 
Plantation  (XT637172)  looatad  a  oaoha  eonaiating  of  13  anti-tank  ninaa, 

10  rounda  of  6Qiiia  nortar  aanunition^  aix  rounda  of  M-79  awminitioni  ona 
ahaped  eharga,  6OO  rounda  of  amall  anaa  awnmition,  lU  pounda  of  a»loaiTaa 
and  ona  Praneh  rifle.  At  220$  houra  that  night,  Patrol  Baaa  Daaa  (XT554- 
227),  manned  by  tha  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry,  raoaiyad  10  rounda  of 
82nm  mortar  fire,  raaultlng  in  ona  Diriaion  aolihLar  killed  and  three  wounded. 

On  31  July  at  02$0  houra,  Company  B,  2nd  Battalion,  ll*th  Infantry  at 
Patrol  Baaa  Bunalay  engaged  an  aatiatatad  20  enemy  with  artillery,  reaulting 
in  two  enemy  killed.  At  0920  houra,  the  Combined  Reocnnaiaaanoe/Intelligenoe 
Platoon,  2nd  Battalion,  Hith  Infantry,  engaged  aix  enemy  fire  kilometera 
north  of  Trang  Bang  (XTU8$2l49)  with  mmH  axma  and  autonatlo  weapona,  re- 
aulting  in  three  NVA  killed  and  three  priaonera-of-war.  They  also  loeated 
one  .38  eallber  platol,  two  KI6  riflea,  one  RPO  round  and  $00  rounda  of 
TT  azma  ammunition.  At  122$  houra  ^  Highway  8A  leas  than  one 

kilomater  from  On  Chi  (XT62U218),  tha  ll6th  Assault  Helioopter  Company 
two  enemy  with  rookets  and  autoMtie  weapons.  At  the  same  time,  Troop  0, 

3rd  Squadron,  Uth  Caralry,  on  a  mounted  reeoonalsaanoe  mission  in  the  Bol 
Loi  Woods  fire  kilometera  west  of  Ben  Sue  (II$l63l;7)«  engaged  6-6  enogr  with 
organic  weapona,  helioopter  gunahipa,  air  atrikea  and  artlUeiy,  reaulting 
in  aix  HVA  killed.  An  enemy  RFO  round  atruek  a  "Sheridan”  tank  wounding 
two  oaTslrymen  and  Infliotlng  moderate  daaiage  to  the  reoonnalaaanoe  Tehiale, 
At  1830  hours,  the  ll6th  Assault  Helioopter  Company  with  elements  of  the 
1st  Battalion  (Keohaniaed),  $th  Infantry  and  Regional  Force  elamanta  eon- 
duoting  a  reeonnslasanoe  miaalon  four  kilometera  aouthweat  of  Trung  Lap 
(II$l4ll97),  killed  seren  V7A  with  organic  weapons, 

AetlTlty  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area  was  generally  light  during  the  f In^ 
week  of  July  with  one  sharp  enoounter  erupting  near  tha  Parrot’s  Beak,  Aa 
the  month  eloaed,  tha  enemy  was  expeoted  to  oontinue  efforts  to  rebuild  the 
inf raa true ture,  to  eounter  the  OVN  paoifieation  drlwe  and  to  harass  friend¬ 
ly  posltiooe  through  attacks  by  fire.  Small  reeonnalaaanoe  elaments  from 
Sub-Beglon  2  Headquarters  and  Sub-Region  2  main  foroe  units  would  oontinue 
to  operate  In  Duo  Boa  Dlatriot,  Of  the  Sub-Region  2  units,  the  26?  ^ttalion 
the  26U2  Battalion,  the  269  Battalion,  the  DI6  Battalion  (all  VO/VVA)  and 
the  6  Local  Force  Battalion  and  306  VC  Battalion  were  beliered  to  hare  their 
major  elements  in  Cmbodia  with  the  26i^  and  269  Battalions  haring  slmMnts 
dispersed  in  the  Sugar  Hill  area  (XTU$$06o),  the  DI6  haring  elaments  in 
upper  Bau  NghU  (X^722-$626)  and  the  26?  and  6  LF  Battalions  haring  ele¬ 
ments  dleperaed  In  the  Pineapple  (ZS60U662}  region# 

cm  23  July,  Troop  D,  3rd  Squadron,  Uth  Oaralry  and  an  Air  ^wes  far-  , 
ward  air  eontraller  operating  six  kilometers  southwest  of  Due  Kea  (Z956o93u) 
gaged  10  enmay  Ih  two  aaaqpans  with  gunship  fire  and  air  strikes,  destnytog 
the  two  ampans  and  killing  at  least  eight  BVA,  That  rdfdit,  a  Right  Sank 
helioopter  located  two  targets  northeast  of  Rep  Rea  (XT47310$-XTu6lO},  re¬ 
sulting  in  seren  NVA  killed. 
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On  26  July  at  2130  hours,  a  night  coabat  patrol  froa  Coapanjr  B,  2nd  Bat¬ 
talion,  27th  Infantry,  fire  kiloaeters  north  of  Hep  Hoa  (11423115 )|  killed 
four  eneay  with  organic  weapons  and  recovered  a  KSu  pistol,  a  flao  jacket 
and  a  hand  grenade,  Docvoients  reaoved  froa  the  bodies  identified  the  For¬ 
ward  Medical  Elenent  of  Sub-Kegion  2.  The  identification  was  another  in  a 
series  of  indicators  that  suggested  the  existanoe  of  a  Sub-Region  2  Forward 
Headquarters  in  upper  Duo  Hoa  District, 

At  1900  hours  on  29  July,  Companies  C  and  D,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  In¬ 
fantry,  were  airlifted  into  an  area  near  the  Cambodian  Border  known  as 
the  Parrot's  Beak  not  far  from  the  Plain  of  Reeds  (XS3790),  The  two 
companies  were  responding  to  a  heavy  contact  auide  by  a  Special  Foroes- 
CIDQ  force.  The  two  51i-'man  companies  moved  to  the  southwest  while  two 
air  strikes  were  placed  on  the  enemy's  positions  (XS36l677)»  The  enemy 
returned  a  heavy  volume  of  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire  from  well- 
fortified  and  concealed  positions.  They  were  engaged  by  four  Cobra  gun- 
ships  from  Company  B,  25th  Aviation  Battalion  and  seven  Cobra  gunships  from 
Troop  D,  3rd  Squadron,  Uth  Cavalry,  By  evening,  the  eneay  had  withdrawn, 
leaving  65  dead  behind.  Division  losses  were  eight  men  killed  and  nine 
wounded.  Documents  taken  from  the  bodies  identified  the  263  Battalion,  its 
rear  service  elements  and  several  infiltration  groups. 

At  1820  hours  on  31  July,  a  Troop  D,  3rd  Squadron,  Uth  Cavalry  gunship, 
flying  along  the  Caad:)odlan  ^rder  near  the  Angel's  Wing  (XT3213)>  killed 
three  eneay  with  automatic  weapons. 

On  26  July,  the  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division,  operating  in  Long 
An  Province  and  responsible  for  the  security  of  Highways  U*  18  and  23  and 
for  local  pacification  programs,  came  under  the  operational  control  of  the 
25th  Infantry  Division,  This  brigade  is  composed  of  the  3rd  Battalion,  7th 
Infantry;  the  2nd  Battalion,  li7th  Infantry;  the  2nd  Battalion,  60th  Infantry, 
and  the  5^4  Battalion,  6oth  Infantry,  supported  by  the  2nd  Battalion,  Uth 
Artilleiy, 

Of  Sub-Region  3  forces,  the  5o6  VC  Battalion  was  located  by  a  con¬ 
tact  on  28  May  (XS997738)  in  eastern  Can  Giuo;:;  the  5o8  VC  Battalion  on 
16  June  (IS795708)  in  northwest  Can  Giuoc  District;  the  Dong  Phu  NVA  Bat¬ 
talion  along  the  Gla  Dinh  and  Long  An  Border  northwest  of  Can  Gluoe 
(XS81I723);  the  265  Battalion  on  29  June  (IS848653)  south  and  east  of  Can 
Giuoc  City,  and  the  520  Battalion  on  30  June  (XS6978U|.)  in  the  south  cen¬ 
tral  portion  of  Sub-Region  3.  Activity  in  the  AO  of  the  3rd  Brigade,  9th 
Infantry  Division  was  expected  to  remain  at  a  light  to  moderate  level  as 
enemy  forces  continued  resupply  and  reinforcement  programs.  Attacks  h7 
fire  were  expected  with  emphasis  on  isolated  Regional  and  Popular  Force 
outposts,  especially  in  those  areas  vrtiere  the  pacification  effort  was  be¬ 
ing  emph^ized.  Several  company  sized  ground  actions  were  possible  by  Sub- 
Region  3  main  force  units  against  selected  targets. 

On  28  July  at  1335  hours.  Troop  B,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry, 
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operating  eight  kllometera  northeast  of  Tan  An  (XS600720),  killed  fire  NVA 
and  at  1500  hovirs,  Ccanpany  D,  ^th  Battalion,  60th  Infantry,  iritb  Troop  B 
in  support  on  a  combat  assault,  killed  three  enemy  with  organic  weapons  and 
artilleiy.  They  also  located  10  RPG  rounds,  an  AK-U7  rifle  and  an  RPG  rocket 
launcher.  At  1.5^0  hours,  the  Reconnaissance  Platoon,  2nd  Battalion,  6oth  In- 
fantiy,  located  13  NVA  who  had  been  killed  by  artillery  in  the  same  general 
area.  On  29  July,  the  Reconnaissance  Platoon  (2-60  Inf)  on  the  banks  of  the 
Vam  Co  Tay  River  eight  kilometers  northeast  of  Binh  Phuoc  (XS693577),  killed 
two  enemy  with  the  support  of  tho  2li0th  Assault  Helicopter  Company, 

At  0$kS  hours  on  30  July,  Company  C,  2nd  Battalion,  l;7th  Infantry, 
after  establishing  a  day  ambush  site  off  a  waterway  four  kilaneters  south 
of  Can  Duoc  (XS735570),  engaged  three  enemy  in  a  sampan  resulting  in  one 
enemy  killed  and  one  pidsoner-of-war.  At  1130  hours.  Company  B,  3rd  Bat¬ 
talion,  7th  Infantry,  on  a  combat  assault,  contacted  an  enemy  force  six 
kilometers  southwest  of  Can  Giuoc  (XS765710)  with  the  2U0th  Assault  Heli¬ 
copter  Company  in  support,  resulting  in  six  enemy  killed. 

On  31  July  at  17U5  hours.  Company  C,  5th  Battalion,  60th  Infantry, 
conducting  an  eagle  flight  operation  one  kilometer  south  of  Vinh  Kim 
(ZS376U25;,  engaged  five  enemy  in  a  tunnel  with  a  shaped  charge,  killing 
all  five  of  them  and  destroying  the  tunnel.  Other  elements  of  Company  C, 
operating  Just  outside  of  Long  Thanh  Tay  Hamlet  (XS639660),  uncovered  two 
caches  consisting  of  I4O  hand  grenades,  three  rounds  of  M-79  ammunition, 

10  RPQ  rounds,  13  rounds  of  6Qrnm  mort^  ammunition,  four  ammunition  drums 
for  a  light  machine  gun,  10  NVA  gas  masks,  four  pounds  of  medical  supplies 
and  cleaning  equipment  for  a  6(inm  mortar.  In  other  scattered  contacts 
throughout  Long  An  Province,  the  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division,  in¬ 
fantrymen  killed  eight  of  the  enemy  on  31  July, 

Daring  July,  Division  soldiers  killed  991  of  the  enemy,  captured  k2 
prisoners-of-war,  captured  or  destroyed  2U2  individual  weapons  and  59  crew 
served  weapons,  and  I8  tons  of  rice.  Combined  daily  operations  with  AKVN, 
Regional  and  Popular  Force  units  totaled  80I,  In  pacification  efforts,  in¬ 
cluding  totals  for  the  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division,  from  the  26th  of 
July,  the  Division  conducted  li31  leaflet  and  38I  broadcast  missions  and 
triiated  27,960  patients. 

During  the  quarter,  667  Hoi  Chanhs  rallied  in  the  25th  Infantry  Divi¬ 
sion  TAOR. 

Doxing  the  reporting  period  from  1  May  I969  to  30  July  1969,  the  Divi¬ 
sion  had  completely  prevented  enemy  forces  in  Tay  Ninh  and  Hau  Nghia  Pi«t- 
inces  from  gaining  the  objectives  they  had  outlined  in  their  plans  for  the 
"Summer  Offensive,"  In  Tay  Ninh  Province,  two  moves  by  the  9th  VC /NVA 
Division  to  gain  a  foothold  in  Tay  Ninh  City  to  establish  it  as  the  eapitol 
of  the  Nli^'s  illegal,  shadow  government  had  been  halted  along  the  approach 
routes  to  the  city  and  its  regiments  dispersed  and  decisively  defeated.  So 
great  were  the  enemy's  losses  in  personnel  and  equipment  that  he  was  unable 
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to  Initiate  the  third  highpolnt  of  his  Stumer  Campaign  during  July  os  ha  had 
planned.  Thus,  the  propaganda  weapon  which  he  hoped  would  develop  from  vic¬ 
tories  there  was  denied  him  and  he  failed  to  succeed  in  instigating  a  pop¬ 
ular  \q)rising  or  gain  support  from  the  people  for  his  cause. 

In  Hau  Nghia  Province,  the  Division  had  sought  out  the  enemy  and  de¬ 
feated  him  in  main  force  battles  'and  inflicted  serious  damage  to  the  Viet 
Cong  Communist  Infrastructure  there.  Through  £ui  accurate  gathering  and 
appraisal  of  intelligence  iixf ormation,  the  Division  had  eonduoted  a  series 
of  timely  operations  which  penetrated  the  infrastructure  in  Sub-Region  1, 
eliminating  or  capturing  significant  cadre  and  high  ranking  officials,  in¬ 
terdicting  the  supply  routes  of  rear  service  elements  and  destroying  large 
amounts  of  materiel  in  his  base  areas.  The  success  of  this  preemptive 
campaign  compelled  the  enemy  main  force  units  to  terminate  large  scale 
operations  and  begin  reversion  back  to  the  Phase  I  guerrilla  tactics  of 
pre-Tet  1968.  Land  clearing  operations  and  persistent  engagement  of  enemy 
elements  had  hampered  his  ability  to  concentrate  his  forces,  depleted  his 
available  manpower,  demoralized  his  soldiers  and  impaired  his  capability  to 
initiate  the  hlghpoints  of  activity  he  had  planned.  His  stature  in  Ihu 
of  the  people  hail  been  reduced  and  the  people  were  reluctant  to  provide  him 
with  logistical  support.  Strategic  placement  of  night  combat  patrols,  full 
exploitation  of  radar  and  other  suinreillance  devices  and  the  employment  of 
Night  Hawk  helicopters  had  disrupted  his  movement  during  the  hours  of  dark¬ 
ness. 

As  the  quarter  closed,  the  Division  continued  to  defeat  the  enemy  at 
his  every  move,  fiurther  pacification  of  the  Vietnaraese  people  in  its  area 
of  operations,  and  strengthen  the  capabilities  of  AKVN/^F/RF  forces, 

B,  (C)  New  Programs  and  Techniques:  Beginning  in  early  April  and  con¬ 
tinuing  throughout  this  reporting  period,  the  Division  has  developed  a 
program  to  computerize  the  large  volume  of  operational  and  intelligence 
data  which  results  from  operations  within  the  Division  area.  This  pro¬ 
gram  is  aimed  at  reducing  the  amount  of  time  and  effort  required  to  ana¬ 
lyze  and  interpret  this  information  and  to  exploit  its  full  potential  to 
liq}rove  the  combat  efflcienoy  of  the  Division.  Tho  system  employs  the 
UNIVAC  1005  computer.  The  raw  data  for  each  program  is  obtained  from  a 
careful  screening  of  the  Daily  Intelligence  Summary,  the  Operational  Situ¬ 
ation  Report,  and  the  G2  and  G3  Daily  Journals,  by  the  G3  Doctrine  and 
Training  Division,  The  raw  data  is  extracted  from  these  sfource  documents 
and  reoorded  manually  on  work  cards  on  a  daily  basis.  These  works  cards 
are  then  delivered  to  tb.e  AG  Machine  Records  Branch  where  they  are  con¬ 
verted  to  punch  cards  and  processed  through  the  computer  which  produces 
the  desired  programmed  data  in  a  tabular  form.  The  data  is  then  ana¬ 
lyzed  by  the  G3  Doctrine  and  Training  Division  and  applied  charts, 

and  map  overlays  for  ease  of  interpretation  by  G2  and  G3  j  *he 

application  of  this  system  to  specific  programs  is  discus  "  ort 

at  Tab  G. 
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The  deTolopMent  of  Night  Hank  *4q^ratlon8  oontlnued  during  this  parlod 
with  Increasingly  effectlTe  results.  The  configuration  of  the  Nlih^  Hawk 
aircraft  and  the  operational  procedures  hare  been  standardised  within  the 
Dlrlslon.  Each  Night  Hawk  aircraft  Is  equipped  with  a  Xenon  searchlight, 
a  Night  Observation  Device,  and  a  7.62  adnigun  on  the  left  side;  and  an 
M>60  Machine  Qun  and  MlU  Rifle  w/star light  scope  on  the  rle^t  side.  Sash 
crew  la  thoroughly  briefed  by  a  representative  froai  the  battalion  or  bri¬ 
gade  to  which  the  Night  Hawk  has  beox  allocated,  and  this  representative 
beoaaes  a  part  of  the  xlsslon  crew,  to  perfom  the  necessary  liaison  and 
to  give  fire  clearances.  During  this  reporting  quarter.  Night  "Hawk  epera-  — 
tlons  have  accounted  for  13G  eusaiy  KIX,  The  report  at  Tab  H  aontalns  a 
detailed  description  of  Night  Hawk  operations  within  the  Division. 

Sctenslve  land  clearing  operations  continued  In  the  Division  area  to 
deny  concealed  areas  and  routes  to  the  eneay*  In  the  Bol  Lol  Woods  (XT523U) 
and  in  areas  around  the  Crescent  (XTU3$2-IT3760),  the  operations  were  con¬ 
ducted  by  land  cleazdng  conpanles  using  the  standard  Rone  Plows.  In  the 
Citadel  area  (XI5025),  the  65th  Engineer  Battalion  applied  a  new  technique 
to  clearing  the  dense  hedgerows  which  had  served  as  obstacles  to  friendly 
operations  and  provided  the  eneay  with  concealnent  for  his  fortifications. 
The  battalion  procured  a  75  meter  length  of  naval  anchor  chain,  weighing 
approximately  three  tons.  This  chain  is  eoiuiected  to  the  rear  of  two  D7E 
bulldozers.  The  biilldozers  move  down  each  side  of  the  hedgerow,  dragging 
the  chain  in  an  elongated  "V  behind  them.  The  weight  of  the  chain  and 
the  power  of  the  bulldozers  rips  the  vegetation  out  by  the  roota,  and  the 
nximerous  booby  traps  are  detonated  at  a  safe  distance  behind  the  bulldoze'^. 
This  system  Is  fast,  efficient  and  much  safer  for  the  equipment  operators. 
See  Tab  I. 

•o 

The  efficiency  of  the  Dlviaion's  ground  surveillance  radar  systems  was 
significantly  Increased  during  the  month  of  May  throu^  a  roevaluation  of 
emplacement  and  employment  techniques,  and  visits  by  a  USAECOM  Inspection 
team  and  a  mobile  training  team  which  gave  on  site  Instruction  to  operators 
on  the  maintenance  and  operation  of  the  sets.  To  sustain  the  Increased 
efficiency,  the  Division  established  a  radar  operations  school  at  Ou  Chi, 
Once  graduates  of  this  school  began  returning  to  their  units  the  Division 
experienced  a  sharp  increase  in  the  nvanber  of  radar  sightings  throughout 
the  T4QR,  See  Tab  J, 

Another  surveillance  system  ^dd.oh  shows  continued  improvement  Is  that 
involving  the  "Duffelbag"  seismic  sensors  (See  Tab  K).  These  devices  have 
greatly  hampered  the  enemy's  freedom  of  movement  as  evidenced  by  the  371 
enemy  killed  by  artillery  and  Night  Hawk  aircraft  in  response  to  activa¬ 
tions,  They  have  also  proven  Invalxiable  in  providing  early  warning  of  Im¬ 
pending  enemy  attacks.  The  defenders  of  Fire  Support  Base  Crook  had  in¬ 
dications  of  enemy  movement  around  the  base  five  hours  before  the  actual 
attacks  began.  In  these  five  hours,  fire  support  was  massed  and  preemptive 
attacks  by  fire  were  Initiated  against  the  enemy. 

The  total  range  of  seneory,  detection  and  Intelligence  collecting 
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oapablllty  fwllftbla  to  the  UlTialon  (l.a*.  Hawks,  radar,  Dofgilbag, 

ai^  Tision  devices,  SUE,  Red  Haae.  tBBP's,  night  conbat'  patrela, 
reports,  IW,  doounent  readouts,  VR,  airtwmo  personnel  detectors  etc.;  x» 
evolving  Into  a  system  of  battlefield  surveillance  and  control.  One  ex¬ 
ample  was  the  successful  employnent  of  the  computer  system  to  clearly 
fine  the  problem  of  mining  activity  withift  ‘the  Ekrieifnv  hurt  ttos  ^loyspant 
of  seismic  aemeese,  night  combat  patrols,  artillery  and  Nigjht  Hawks,  to 
counter  this  activity  (See  Tah>L).  Another  example  of  this  organle^ioir  of 
effort  is  the  establishment  of  the  Target  Eiformatlon  Center  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Divlslon^  02  (Tab  M),  The  agency  is  sUffed  br***®*^* 
of  the  G2  Section  and  the  Fire  Sipport  SLamente,  They  record,  correlate, 
analyse  all  source  Information  and  convert  it  into  target  reconaaend— 
ations.  The  target  recommendations  are  made  to  the  Dlvisioni  03  who  selects 
the  ^propriate  combat  response. 


C,  (fi)  Personnel, 

(1)  Burliig  th«  iicnths  ot  Itoy,  Jm.  ^  July.  19S9,  «*>f*3e**I 
personnel  strength  averaged  17,939  of  17,626  authorised,  or  1D1,8>,  Bnllsted 

personnel  strength  averaged  for  this  period  16,603  of  ^,329  *^^**^5?^* 

101,6^,  while  officer  personnel  strength  for  the  period  averaged  1 ,33b  or 
authorised,  or  103,0^6,  Personnel  shortages  continued  to  exist  in^Lifant^  Cap¬ 
tains  and  Lieutenants  and  Field'  Artillery  Lieutenant  s  and  - 

officers  in  the  grades  of  K6  through  B9  in  HHi  IIC,  IIF,  128%  17B,  I?*'#  31“» 
63A,  63C,  761,  76P.  76T,  762,  and  94®  WS, 

(2)  During  the  period  1  May  through  31  July  19^9?  the  Division  had  1^79 

’OA's  (15  officers  and  l64  KM),  and  2,070  WIA*s  (138  officers  and  1.932  M). 
excluding  OPOON  umits.  There  were  21  non-battle  deaths,  36  ® 

and  no  missing  In^action,  Officer  «ains  for  the 

administrative  officer  losses  wore  413.  KM  were  4,326,  while  adminlstra 

tive  EM  lossea  totaled  2,646, 


(3)  Principal  Corranand  and  Staff.  The  identification  of  the  principal 
co™d  and  sLf?  personnel  within  the  25th  Infantry  Division  for  the  report- 

ing  period  is  as  follows: 
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0;.  (C)  Op«rfttion«. 

(1.)  Th«  03  ••otlon  d«T«lop«d  pl*ni  and  axaoutad  nparatieni  to  prt^oiV^ 
VC/lViL  oporofbiona  and  to  doatro/  VC/HVA  forooot  WOC  fOnmrd  oentlnuad  to 
fonotion  at  Tay  Hinh#.  fhla  intogratod  staff  aarfod  two  purpoaavi 

■■  V  . 

(^)  Zt  proridod  a  staff  and  eoanand  poat  for  tha  AX-N* 

(b)  It  prorldad  coordination  and  liaison  batwaon  Difision  Baadqaartar» 
and  VVRP  in  tha  lay  Nlnh  araa* 

(2)  Tha  03  flans  saction  ooordinatad  all  friandly  ^arationa 
in  tha  25th  DiTision  TAOR«  This  aaotion  ooordinatad  araas  of  ^arationa  vith 
tha  5th  Am  DiTiaion,  25th  AITH  Diriaion,  and  B-32i  311»t  It  alao  ooordinatad 
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oonbincid  operationa  and  providad  planning  gtoidanca  to  sanouTor  nnita  of  tha 
Oirialon  and  tba  OPCOR  3rd  Bda^  9th  InfantaT’  Diflalon, 

(3)  Tha  03  Air  Section  ooordinatad  tha  Dirlalon  Tactical  Air  Report 
and  B-92  atrikea.  The  OSAP  TACP  aaalgned  to  aupport  the  Dlvlalon  vaa  reapon* 
alble  for  oontrolling  tactical  air  atrlkea,  Tlaual  raconnalasance^  aaalatlnf 
in  tha  daTalonnent  of  B-92  targets  and  B~$2  target  bonb  'Manage  aasasanent* 
There  ware  27l|6  tactical  air  aortlea  flown  in  aapport  o"  <he  Dirialon*  Tte 
air  strikes  vara  in  auppoxt  of  troops  in  eontaot^  lazaiix.4;  aona  preps,  pre- 
strikes  and  harassing  and  interdietorj  strikes,  Bonb  danaga  assassnant  wasr 


Killed  Bj  Air  (Bodj  Connt)  802 
Killed  Bf  Air  (Possibla)  91 
Bonkers  Dastrojed  146214 
Stroetores  Daatrojad  I490 
Saeondazy  Fires  8l 
SeeondasT  Ssploslons  399 


Boring  this  period  there  vera  6l  B-52  strikes  diftaiatlng  of  six  sorties  each 
flown  In  support  of  the  D1  vision  operations.  Most  of  the  targets  vera  located 
in  and  aremd  War  Zone  C,  Over  27,000  tons  vere  dropped  on  troop  oonoen- 
trations,  base  camps,  storage  areas,  eoBonmlcations  centers  and  infiltration 
rootas,  A  boaib  daauge  assessment  vas  made  on  each  target.  Reports  fren  agents, 
raUlers  and  prlaaners-ofHrar  indicate  that  the  B-52  strikes  have  oontrlboted 
greatly  to  the  eosibat  power  of  the  Blvlsion  and  are  in  a  large  part  respohsibla 
for  the  enemy  being  defeated  In  each  move  that  he  made.  These  same  reports 
estimate  the  modber  of  eneoy  dead  and  WDtmded  bf  the  strikes  well  into  the 
thousands  and  uncountable  q:aantltlgai  of  supplies  and  eq[alpment  lost, 

(I4)  The  Blvlslon  Chemical  Section,  and  the  9th  Chemical  Detachment  eon^ 
timed  to  srqpport  Division  operations  by  «Bq)lo7ment  of  non-persistent  and 
perelatent  CS,  personnel  detector  and  defoliation  missions.  Daring  the  report¬ 
ing  period  a  total  of  907  El58  OS  cannisters  and  6,977  OS  grenades  vere 
helicopter  dropped  in  support  of  troops  in  contact,  A  total  of  166,620  lbs  of 
mlcropulverlsed  CS  powder  vas  dropped  from  CH-I47  aircraft  to  restrict  known  or 
suspected  enasy  infiltration  routes,  base  oa]iq;)S  and  rocket  and  mortar  sites* 
Additionally,  1,328  lbs  of  powdered  CS  vere  maploTud  in  contamination  of  enemy 
bunkers  and  tunnels,  A  total  of  15,900  gallons  of  defoliant  and  36,730  gaUoas 
of  diesel  fuel  was  sprayed  upon  iqpproved  defoliation  projects  in  the  DIvIsIod 
TAOI,  Assistance  vas  also  providi^  to  the  25th  AKVR  Division,  A  total  of  208 
hours  of  flying  was  devoted  to  airborne  personnel  detection  missions.  The 
Chemical  Section  has  conducted  classes  on  the  proteotive  mask  for  the  LitJitglng 
Beplaoement  Training  Center  and  provided  pereozmel  for  courtesy  pre-IQ  aM 
CMMl  inspections.  Daring  the  reporting  period  I4O  95-gsllon  fougasses  have  been 
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■»d«  and  d«llT«r*d  to  Fir*  Support  Baa**  for  mqployaant  In  p*rlMit*r  d*f*nam 
Choadoal  S*otlon  poraonn*!  har*  alao  partiolpatad  in  tb*  •raluatlon  of  th* 
Paraonn*!  Marking  and  Idontifioation  Syat**  and  R*tror*fl*otor  pregran  brou|(bt 
into  country  by  Bdgewood  Ar*«n*l« 

(5)  Th*  Fire  Support  KLamant  worked  und*r  tb*  general  ataff  auperviaioo 
of  the  iCofST,  G3*  The  FSisi  coordinated  th*  fire  aupport  for  th*  nanourer  ol** 
mmta  of  the  Dirialon  and  auperriaed  the  Artillery  Warning  Control  C*ntera« 

Each  naneuTor  brigade  *aa  proridad  direct  aupport  by  a  light  artillery  batt»* 
lion*  Altho^|i^  there  were  aooM  attaohiMnt*  and  detaohnentaf  noxvally  ■1^)port 
waa  proyided  aa  followaa 

BMIOAIBS  ns  BAJTALIOHS 

let  Brigade  7th  Bn,  11th  Artillery 

Btry  A,  2d  Bta,  "^th  irtj  Attlkohed 

2nd  Brigade  lat  Bn,  8th  Artillery 

3rd  Brigade  2nd  Bn  (-),  77th  Artillery 

The  3rd  Bn,,  13th  Artillery  (155we»/8'*')  prorided  general  aupport  for  th*  Diyiaioa* 

Ikiring  th*  reporting  pexd.od,  the  plan  for  th*  morenent  of  batteriea  to  airport 
wet  aeaaon  operation*  and  to  aupport  the  relocation  of  the  3d  Bde  waa  completed* 

( 

&qp*nditurea  of  artillery  awaninition  by  th*  Dlvlalon  Artillery  weret 
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MAI 

JOHB 

JPLI 

lOte 

total  rd« 

59, UO 

69.982 

84,046 

rd/tube/day 

35 

43 

50 

155* 

total  rd* 

12,391 

15,684 

16,104 

rd/tube/d^ 

2Z 

29 

.32 

8* 

total  rds 

1,732 

1,670 

1,717 

rd/tube/day 

14 

14 

14 

(8)  Arwy  Agriatioa& 


(*.)[  Ikurlng  the  period  1  May  69  to  31  July  69»  Axvj  oomba*  t  a 


r 
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«s«  provided  to  the  Z5th  Inf  Dly  by  &rgan,^o  and  nonorganio  airikertion  unlt»t  Or- 
ganle  ariation  units  providing^  «*ppert  included  the  25th  Ayictlon  BattssLiom  D 
Troop,  Sqdn,  4th  Cay|  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  Bde  A-viatioit  Sections |  Dirisioir 
■Rlllery  Aviation  Sectioitf  and  B  Co,  725th  Maintenance  Battalion*.  Nonorganla 
air  support  was  fuitj).shod  to  the  Division  by  units  of  the  12th  Aviation  Combat 
Group,  Assault  Helicopter  Con^nie*  at|JtHSB,-47  aircraft  were  provided  by  th» 

269th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  whose  units  include  the  ll6th  Assault  Helicopter 
Co,  187th  "Helicopter  Co,  and  the  ZkZnd  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Co# 

(b)  Due  to  the  dramatic  increase  in  sdssion  support  hours  flown  by' the  ^ 
25th  Aviation  Battalion  throughout  the  reporting  quarter,  the  total  flight  hodn 
for  the  Division  tor  July  1969  was  only  at  few  hours  less  than  a  phenomenal  total 
of  ID, 000  hours*.  An  increase  in  quarterly  flying  hours  of  nearly- 20  per  cent 
was  attributed  to  the  Battalion*  This  accounted  for  a  significant  ejcpanslen  In 
the  suppox^  i^nderwd  to  the  maneuver  laments  of  the  Division^ 

(c)  Normal  daily  aircraft  requirements  included  eight  (8)}  UB-IH  for  oosuMBd 
and  oontTOl,  one  (1.)  for  administrative  courier,  and  three  (3)  for  general  sv^port 
Three  (3)  0H-6A  lOH  aircraft  were  provided  daily  for  commas?.!  and  control  and 
general  support  missions#  Two  (2)  light  fire  teamm  consisting  of  Afl-IG  •Cobra.* 
and/or  DH-l-C  aircraft  were  on  continuous  24  hour  alert  in  suppox^  of  contact 
missions,  while  additional  gunships  weire  provided  daily  for  escort  and  cover  t^e 
missions*  Two  (2)  U6>A  aircraft  are  utilized  for  administrative  courier,  ganexal 
support  missions  and  maintenance  parts  xuns*  Beyond  normal  dally  support »  nush* 
ezuua  aixisobile  operations  were  conducted  including  movement  of  ready  x<eaotioxL 
foxves,  and  the  lnsex*tion  and  extraction  of  Division  maneuver  elements*  Many 
pre«plarmed  and  hasty  alnnobllo  operation®  weire  conducted  wiilch  noxually  required 
six  (6)  DH-IH  lift  ships,  one  (l)  command  and  control  ship,  and  one  (l)  light 
fire  tean  and  one  (l)  DH-IH  smoke  screening  ship.  Significant  increases  in  the 
capability  to  conduct  and  support  night  operations  wore  also  effected#  Night 
missions  Included  flare  drops  in  support  of  giround  units  and  recurring  night 
light  fire  team  scrambles,  counteivmortar  missions,  command  and  control,  and  gen¬ 
eral  support  missions,  A  dramatic  expansion  of  the  "Night  Hawk"  program  was 
effected#  Since  early  in  this  reporting  period,  four  (4)  "Night  Hawk"  aircraft 
have  been  stalking  the  Division  area  of  operation  for  seven  (7)  hourv  per  "Night 
H*wk"  aircraft  every  night#  Two  (2)  DH-IH  LRBF  standby  alert  airuraft  wexre  pro¬ 
vided  every  night#  Special  missions  for  the  battalion  consisted  of  chemical 
drops,  psychological  operations,  porsormel  detector,  defoliation,  search  and  reo- 
cue,  emergency  resupply,  emergency  aeromedical  evacuation,  and  smoke  screening# 


(d):  STATISTICAL  SDMMABI  OF  COMBAT 

PEBFOBMANCB  DATAr 

(1  May  -  31 

Juap 

Jul 

TotsL 

Flight  Hours 

^.139 

4,687 

4,765 

13.59L 

Sorties 

6,230 

7.597 

8,636 

22,468 

29.850 

Passengers  Carried 

8.565 

8,796 

12,489 

Cargo  Carried  (Tohs) 

175 

29a 

320 

785 

Ehemy  Killed  (%) 

81 

95 

95 

271 
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Jun 

Jul 

Total 

Enemy  Killed  (Foss) 

65 

54 

45 

164 

Enemy  Structures  (Dest) 

3? 

22 

37 

92 

Bhemy  Structures  (Dam) 

29 

0 

4 

33 

fiiemy  Sanpans  (Dest) 

5 

11 

4 

20 

Ehes^  Saapans  (Dam) 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Aircraft  Hits 

8 

14 

4 

Z6 

(e)  The  Battalion  experienced  three  (3)  major  accidents  during  the  report¬ 
ing  qMVtiV*  The  accidents  wei*e  caused  by  i  hovering  downwind  in  a  strong  gust- 
ing  tail  windj  vertigo  and  disorientation  at  night  in  marginal  weathers  a  mid-air 
collision  with  an  aircraft  from  another  tmit»  During  the  same  period  the 
Battalion  experienced  no  aircraft  incidents »  Two  (2)  aircraft  were  lost  to  enemy 
ground  fire^ 

(f )  Effective  260001  July  the  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Infantry  Division  bocane 
OPOON  to  the  25th  Infantry  Division.  Ion-organic  air  support  was  furnished  to 
this  unit  from  the  240th  IHC,  22Z  CAB  and  the  190th  AHC,  I45th  CAHi  Organiff 
aircraft  of  the  Brigade  consisted  of  four  (4)  0H-6A  and  four  (4;  UH-1  Helicop- 
terS4  During  the  stated  period  the  112th  Aviation;  Combat  Group  f].ow  the  follow¬ 
ing  support  for  the  25th  Infantry  Division  and  the  3rd  Brigade,  9ih  Infantry 
Divisiont:  Sortie®  flowir  -  47, 01.9 1  Passengers  airlifted  -  91»7^5» 

(e)  Additional  non-organlc  air  support  was  provided  by  Co  A.  229th  Assault 
Helicopter  Battalion,  1st  Cav' Dlv  in  Tay  Ninh  Province.  This  unit  flew  12, ,629 
sorties  and  airlifted  27,653  passengers. 

(h)  Aerial  surveillance  end  reconnaissance  missions  were  flown  through  the 
TAOIby  B  and  C  Troop,.  3rd  Sqdn,  17th  Cavalry  of  the  12th  Combat  Aviation  Group, 
the  73rd  Surveillance  Conpany  (Mohawk)  and  the  7^'th  Reconnaissance  Airplane  Com¬ 
pany  (Bird  Dog).  PrlmaiTr  aero-medical  evacuation  was  provided  the  Division  by 
the  159th  Medical  Company* 

(7)  Engineer  Operations. 

(a)  During  1  May  to  31  July  the  65th  Eiigineor  Battalion,  25th  Infantry 
Division,  provided  combat  engineer  support  to  the  Division,  In  additi'.n  to  the 
normal  combat  engineer  support,  the  65th  Engineer  Battalion  cleared  1,040  acres 
in  the  Citadel  area.  The  current  operations  incorporate  an  anchor  chain  which 
not  only  clears  hedgerows,  but  greatly  reduces  the  number  of  mine  casualties 
and  damage  to  the  clearing  equipment. 

(b)  During  this  reporting  period.  Company  A  provided  direct  combat  support 
to  the  Ist  Brigade  in  Tay  Ninh,  Daily  minesweeps  of  the  ICS*  s  in  the  let  Bri¬ 
gade's  area  of  operations  coupled  with  combat  engineer  demolition  teams  in  support 
of  of  the  1st  Brigade's  battalions  have  been  an  extremely  inportant  part  of  the 
coBibct  engineer  support  provided  by  Conpany  A., 
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j|t«  The  fire  support  bases  in  the  1st  Brigade  M)  roquii^  continuous  main- 
tenanoe.  This  included  upgrading  the  access  roads  to  Fire  Support  Basest  Wash¬ 
ington,  Rawlins  and  Crook  as  well  as  land  clearing  around  Stonea^n  «id  Crook, 

2,  During  the  latter  half  of  July»  Company  A  was  engaged  in  the  burning 
of  felled  rubber  trees  along  the  northern  portion  of  the  road  through  th*  Caau 
Ehoi  Rubber  Plantation,  The  purpose  of  this  burning  was  to  remove  the  maximuii 
amount  of  concealstent  for  possible  enemy  ambush  forces, 

Conmany  A  completed  clearing  around  Fire  Support  Base  St,  Barbara 
(French  Fort)  vie  IT2868  during  the  first  portion  of  this  reporting  period. 

The  clearing  started  30  April  19^9  and  terminated  on  6  May  1969  •  The  clear¬ 
ing  provided  fields  of  fire  and  eliminated  a  concealed  approach  area  for  the 
enemy»  Approximately  450  acres  were  cleared, 

4,  Company  A  continued  to  clear  fields  of  fire  on  the  summit  of  Nul  Ba 
Den  throughout  the  reporting  period,  A  water  catchment  basin  on  the  summit 
of  Nul  Ba  Den  was  also  completed  during  this  pertod.  The  catchment  basin  was 
approximately  25  ft  deep  and  300  ft  in  circumference*  The  entire  basin  was 
coated  with  concrete  to  provide  an  impervious  lining.  The  concrete  was  placed 
by  hand,.  The  total  area  covered  by  concrete  was  18,200  sq  ft. 

Company  A  relocated  FSB  Sedgewick  to  its  present  location  vie  IT236'* 

308,  The  most  unusual  aspect  of  this  operation  involved  rafting  a  D7E  doter 
down  the  Oriental  River  to  the  Renegade  Woods  and  walking  the  doser  overland 
to  Sedgewick,  Once  at  Sedgewick  the  dozer  knocked  down  the  berms  at  old 
Sedgewick  and  prepared  new  positions  and  berms  at  the  new  FSB  location, 

(a)  Dttidng  this  reporting  period,  Company  B  continued  upgrading  various, 
aspects  of  the  Cu  Chi  Base  Canp  perimeter,  A  total  of  eight  (8)  forty  foot 
obsez^atlon  towers  wero  covpleted.  These  towers  are  located  at  critical  points 
on  the  base  canp  perimeter,  .in  eleven  (IL)  km  cyclone  fonoe  to  reduce  possible 
infiltration  into  the  interior  of  the  base  camp  was  also  con^jleted, 

jj.  Company  B  also  initiated  extensive  road  repair  and  drainage  work  at 
FSB  Baa^ton*  As  Ha]q)ton  is  quite  level,  improvement  of  the  drainage  «r& 
relatively  difficult*  The  most  beneficial  action  in  this  effort  was  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  largo  slit  trench  with  a  dozer,  Tnis  trench  was  dug  to  tht? 
water  table  and  established  an  adequate  slope  to  allow  the  water  to  drain 
from  the  interior  of  the  FSB*  As  the  hydrostatic  head  increased  the  differ¬ 
ential  pressure  forced  the  runoff  into  the  water  table.  Since  the  onset  of 
the  monsoon  season  the  access  road  to  FSB  Hampton  has  deteriorated  extensively. 
Adequate  repair  covild  not  be  made  with  traffic  continuing  to  use  the  road. 

The  moat  feasible  coxirse  of  action  was  the  construction  of  a  new  access  road. 

This  required  breaching  an  ABVN  minefield.  The  breaching  was  accomplished  by 
using  standard  bangalore  torpedoes, 

2,  Company  B  is  presently  upgrading  the  northern  portion  of  the  road  through 
the  Cau  Khoi  Rubber  Plantation,  When  conpleted,  this  road  will  possess  the 
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oiQMiblll^  t*  aecMouxlate  hea-vy  caaroj  traffic.  The  road  preTioualy  aerred 
as  a  Bain  artery  fer  the  operation  of  the  robber  plantation.  During  the  early 
part  of  1969  the  20th  Saglneer  Brigade  land  clearing  teams  reoaoved  two  hundred 
(200)  meters  of  rubber  trees  on  each  side  of  the  road.  Is  mentioned  prerlous- 
ly^  Company  A  is  presently  removing  the  felled  rubber  trees.  Caqiany  B's  ef¬ 
fort  on  this  project  will  provide  another  alterxiative  for  convoy  traffic  to 
Dan  Tleng.  This  will  assist  In  reducing  the  probability  of  convoy  ambush  as 
well  as  ijqproving  the  overall  road  networic  In  the  Division  AO. 

3*  Although  Goiq>aiy  B  Is  a  general  8iq>port  c<aq>any,  extensive  engineer 
assistance  was  provided  the  3rd  Squadron,  Uth  Cavalry,  In  a  direct  combat  sup¬ 
port  role.  Company  B  provides  mlneswsep  and  demolition  teams  to  the  cavalry 
troops  on  a  continuing  basis. 

U.  Company  B  provided  earthmovlng  equipment  and  technical  assistance  to 
the  JJin  25th  latantij  Division's  engineer  battalion  in  the  building  of  a  road 
from  vie  XI^690lt2;  to  the  intersection  of  route  9A  northeast  of  Due  Boa. 

C<Bq>acy  B  also  provided  extensive  direct  combat  engineer  support  to 
the  ir  Field  Force  land  clearing  team  operating  In  the  25th  Infantry  Division 
AO  from  29  June  I969  to  date. 

'{d)  During  the  entire  reportli^  period  Coi^>any  C  continued  to  provide 
direct  ooabat  support  to  the  2nd  Brigade.  This  combat  support  consisted  of 
mlneswsep  temas  on  the  HSR's  and  roads  leading  to  the  2nd  Brigade  fire  sup¬ 
port  bases  as  well  as  combat  demolition  stqjport  to  the  2nd  Brigade's  maneu¬ 
ver  battalions. 

1.  Company  C  provided  the  engineer  support  to  extensively  upgrade  routes 
TL  TAf  TL  6Af  SA  and  2U9.  This  LOG  maintenance  has  been  continuous  throui^out 
the  reporting  period.  Without  this  engineer  support  these  roads  would  have 
become  Impassable  early  In  the  monsoon  season. 

2*  Company  C  also  performed  extensive  and  continuous  maintenance  on  Fire 
Support  Bases  Skoiy,  Devin,  Patton,  Pershing  and  Keene.  This  maintenance  con¬ 
sisted  of  road,  berm,  bunker  and  drainage  Improvements. 

Coiq)any  C's  ability  to  Immediately  respond  to  patrol  base  construction 
requirements  with  alimoblle  equipment  Insured  adequate  defensive  earth  works 
before  nif^tfall  on  the  first  day.  The  patrol  Bases  constructed  with  airmo¬ 
bile  D-5  dozers  were  Dragon  and  Hunsley.  An  integral  part  of  the  defense  of 
a  patrol  base  and  fire  support  base  is  a  wooden,  portable\.ebseivation' tower* 
Company  C  constructs  and  airlifted  observation  towers  for  five  (5)  field  in¬ 
stallations . 

(e)  This  reporting  period  saw  Company  D's  area  of  responsibility  change 
entirely.  During  June  I969,  the  3rd  Brigade  moved  its  headquarters  from  Dau 
Tleng  to  Cu  Chi.  The  move  found  Company  D  operating  primarily  along  and  to 
either  side  of  the  axis  formed  by  route  TA  10.  The  major  points  of  Interest 
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on  thlfl  wda  are  Doo  Hoa  at  the  southern  extrenity,  Bao  Tral  In  the  center 
and  Fire  Support  Base  Jackson  on  the  northern  teralnus  of  the  axlSo  Boad 
sveep  responslblliLtles  In  this  area  inolode  8Aj  TL  10,  2h9  and  Jk  south 
froM  the  Brigade  boundaxy  to  its  intersection  with  Route  TL  10. 

1.  Prior  to  their  aore  fro*  Dau  Tieog,  a  large  portion  of  Ccapanar  D's 
sctlirTties  were  o one emed^  with  land  clearing,  particularly  the  clearing  of 
rubber  trees  in  the  Ben  Cul  and  the  Hiohelln  plantations.  During  the  last 
quarter,  approximately  300,000  squaare  meters  of  land  were  cleared.  By  far 
the  most  efficient  method  of  olearlng  was  found  to  be  throu^  use  of  a  naTsl 
anchor  chain  hooked  between  two  bulldozers.  This  method  allows  for  greater 
efficiency  in  felling  trees  and,  subsequently  stacking  the  trees  in  windrows. 
After  windrowing,  the  trees  were  allowed  to  dry  and  then  burned.  It  was  found 
that  dousing  liberally  with  peneprime  and  ignition  with  trip  flares  or  therm¬ 
ite  grenades  serres  to  thoroughly  reduce  the  windrem  to  ashes. 

2.  The  next  large  project  undertaken  during  the  period  ooTered  by  this 
report  was  the  rehabilitation  of  LTL  19  betifeen  FSB  Wood  III  and  Dau  Tleng. 
This  road  was  at  one  time  built  with  sqbm  deliberation  but  had  been  worn 
down  and  rutted  by  conToya.  Piecemeal  attempts  had  been  made  by  this  unit 
to  repair  the  road  but  It  was  not  until  the  necessary  equipment  was  applied 
for  that  ocaq^rehensiwe  repair  was  undertaken  and  the  road  aaterlaUy  liq>roTed. 
The  key  factor  wae  locating  a  source  of  good  laterlte,  a  deposit  with  a  high 
percentage  of  large,  fairly  uniformly  sized  nodules  to  employ  on  the  road. 

Once  this  was  accomplished,  the  road  surface  was  rebuilt,  graded,  and  drain¬ 
age  restored  to  yldJ.  a  stable,  all-weather  dirt  road  which  stood  up  well  to 
traffic  and  has  required  little  further  maintenance. 

3.  The  next  large  project  was  the  construction  of  FSB  Wood  III.  Al- 
thou^  the  site  chosen  was  less  than  ideal  from  the  stan(4>oint  of  drainage, 
careful  planning  and  the  installation  of  numerous  eulTerts  allowed  the  FSB 
to  be  kept  almost  entirely  free  of  standing  water.  In  addition,  the  use  of 
laterlte  obtained  from  the  source  used  on  LTL  19  prorlded  good  interior 
roads  which  stood  up  to  the  abrasion  of  constant  usage  by  AFC's. 

After  moving  Into  its  new  area  of  operation.  Company  D  initiated  con¬ 
struction  of  Fire  Support  Base  Chamberlain.  This  base  is  located  in  the  vi¬ 
cinity  of  The  Ho  Just  off  route  TL  10  two-thirds  of  the  way  from  Bao  Trai  to 
Due  Hoa.  This  location  was  previously  an  ARVN  hardspot  complete  with  the  nor¬ 
mal  high  density  anti-personnel  adnefield.  As  the  hurdspot  was  not  of  suffic¬ 
ient  size  to  accomodate  the  3z^i  Brigade  unit,  it  became  necessary  to  enlarge 
the  ARW  hardspot.  This  necessitated  removai  of  one-half  of  the  minefield. 
This  was  accomplished  by  dragging  a  naval  anchor  chain  between  two  (2)  M-1^ 
tanks.  This  removed  a  large  percentage  of  the  anti-personnel  mines.  The 
rezudnder  of  the  mines  were  detonated  by  saturating  small  segments  of  the 
adnefield  with  JP-U  and  igniting  the  fuel.  This  produced  an  Intense  heat 
idiloh  cooked  off  the  remainder  of  the  mines  in  the  field. 

(f)  During  this  reporting  period.  Company  E's  major  projects  included 
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coftpletlon  of  conabruction  of  •^Aiklki  Eaatj,"  the  nev  25th  Infantry  Division 
svijudjig  pool.  The  pool  was  opened  and  dedicated  by  the  CINCUSARpiCj,  Qener^ 
al  Haines.  Continued  support  of  the  bridge  defense  systems  at  Phu  Cuong  and 
Dau  Tleng  was  provided  with  27'  bridge  erection  boats  and  Boston  Whalers,  . 
Several  rafting  missions  wore  successfully  completed  on  the  Oriental  River 
utilizing  U~float  and  5-float  reinforced  M4T6  rafts.  The  unit  bridge  holding 
area  was  extensively  remodeled  and  improved  for  ease  of  inventory  and  access - 
Ibillty.  Construction  of  a  pre-fab  maintenance  building  was  ooapleted  and 
will  provide  a  weather-proof  working  area.  Three  I18*  oulrerts  were  emplaced 
on  Route  6i  near  FSB  Persiiing  to  replace  an  M2iT6  dry  span.  The  dry  epan  had 
been  erected  to  replace  a  timber  trestle  bridge  which  was  coapletely  burned 
by  the  enemy.  A  large  well  was  constructed  with  a  20-ton  rough  terrain  crane 
at  FSB  Hampton,  In  the  month  of  May,  5-ton  bridge  trucks  were  used  extensive' 
ly  to  haul  5"  rock  to  FSB  Keene, 

1,  Compary  K  also  built  1  ea  3^"  x  36“  MftAl  helipad  at  FSB  Hunter,  On 
the  21at  of  July,  Company  K  started  the  replacement  of  the  Ann  Margaret  Bridge 
(X.T6617),  The  existing  I-beam  bridge  and  spillway  washed  out  due  to  hi|^  water 
during  the  first  part  of  July  1969o  The  bridge  is  currently  being  replaced 
with  five  (5)  72*  culverts.  As  the  present  current  is  approximately  ten  (lO) 
feet  per  second,  extensive  hand  work  Is  necessary  to  Insure  adequate  tamping 
and  seating  of  the  culverts  to  prevent  erosion  of  the  fill.  Soil-cement  Is 
being  used  extensivwlyo 

(g)  Additional  support  was  provided  by  non-Divisional  units  from  the 
20th  B^lneer  Brigade. 

1,  The  588th  Engineer  Battalion  (Combat)  with  the  362  Engineer  Company 
(LlghT  Sqalpment)  and  the  5UUth  Engineer  Company  (Construction  Support)  attached, 
operated  from  T«y  Nlnh  and  provided  engineer  support  In  the  northern  part  of 

the  Dlvlslcm  TAOI,  Significant  operations  Included  completion  of  paving  opera¬ 
tions  on  QL  22,  between  Cu  Chi  and  Tay  Nlnh,  construction  of  aircraft  parking 
facilities  at  Tay  Nlnh,  operation  of  the  Hul  Ba  Den  Quarry,  and  numerous  MCI. 
projects , 

2,  The  5^Uth  Engineer  Battalion  (Construction)  with  the  lOlith  Dump  Truck 
Coepany  and  the  5l5th  Asphalt  Platoon  attached,  operated  from  Cu  Chi  and  pro¬ 
vided  support  In  the  southern  portion  of  the  Division  TAOI,  Significant  opera¬ 
tions  included  completion  of  paving  operations  on  QL  1  and  QL  22,  construction 
of  aircraft  parking  facilities  at  Cu  Chi,  oompletlon  of  the  Cu  Chi  airfield 
upgrading,  operations  of  an  asphalt  plant  at  Cu  Chi,  and  nvoaerous  other 
projects. 


When  the  3rd  Brigade,  9th  Inf  Dlv,  case  under  the  operational  con¬ 
trol  of  the  25th  Inf  Dlv  on  2o  July  I969,  the  following  Engineer  units  were 
In  aupport  of  the  3-9i  Co  C,  l5th  bigr  Bn  located  at  Tan  An^  Co  C,  8th  Kogr 
Bn  located  at  Ben  Iaxc)  Co  D,  93rd  fingr  Bn  located  at  Tan  An;  two  platoons, 

Co  A,  l5th  Sngr  Bn  located  at  Can  Olxu>0}  one  platoon,  Co  B,  l5th  Bngr  Bn 
located  at  Tan  An,  and  two  platoons,  Co  D,  l5th  Engr  Bn  located  at  Tan  An 
and  Can  Oiuoo, 
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(8)  Signal  Operations* 

(a)  The  Division  Signal  Office  contlnnod  to  coordinate  and  exercise  staff 
yapervlslon  over  all  tactical  contonlcatlons  within  the  Division. 

(b)  Significant  activities  were  the  continued  VHF  support  of  nineteen 
t'i-re  support  bases  amd  three  major  base  canps.  The  nunber  of  base  canps  was 
\\?duced  to  two  when  the  Dau  Tieng  Base  Gamp  and  the  area  east  of  the  Saigon 
Kiver  were  placed  under  control  of  the  let  Infantry  Division. 

(c)  The  125th  Signal  Battalion  facilities  at  Dau  Tieng  were  reduced 
from  an  Area  Signal  Center  to  a  radio  relay  site.  This  site  provides  a  radio 
.'.•vilay  link  from  Division  Main,  Cu  Chi  to  lot  Brigade  at  Tay  Nlnh.  This  relay 
j>«ov8d  the  requirenent  to  route  two  relay  systena  over  Hul  Ba  Den,  This  pro- 
Tlded  better  alternate  routing  and  obviated  the  potential  of  two  radio  relay 
"vatena  going  off  the  air  sinultaneously,  Problens  encountered  in  the  past 
Mlth  ays tens  routed  over  Nui  Ba  Den  ware  complete  power  losses,  resupply  pro- 
bl.ems,  especially  during  the  rainy  season,  and  difficulty  in  transporting  spare 
parts  to  and  from  the  mountain  top.  Eventual  plans  oall  for  the  erection  of 

s  160  foot  tower  at  Qo  Dau  Ha  and  removal  of  the  second  system  over  the  moun- 
C»in,  The  only  facilities  visualised  to  remain  on  the  mountain  are  the  Divl- 
»ion  FM  ifMormnsmlsslon  stations. 

(d)  In  conjunction  with  the  move  of  the  3rd  Brigade  from  Dau  Tieng  to 
Ou  Chi  the  following  COMMKL  support  wM  provided.  The  Division  Wire  Offlcar 
vorsonally  coordinated  the  Installation  of  each  telephone  for  Brigade  Head- 
oaarters,  two  OPCON  Infantry  Battalions,  the  DS  Artillery  Battalion,  axwl  En¬ 
gineer  Company.  In  addition  to  supervising  the  Installation  of  the  adainie- 
t^^ative  telephones,  the  Wire  Officer  coordinated  the  installation  of  a  tacti¬ 
cal  cable  system  to  3rd  Brigade.  The  Pleld  Cable  Platoon,  125th  Signal  Bn, 
^.victended  a  50  pair  cable  from  the  Lightning  Main  vlrehead  to  provide  tactical 
.sommunication  facilities  for  the  3rd  Brigade,  This  allowed  inmediate  install¬ 
ation  of  brigade  telephones,  sole  user  clrciiits,  and  teletype  circuits  to 
highei*,  lower,  and  lateral  headquarters  prior  to  the  brigade  moving  its  head¬ 
quarters  from  Dau  Tieng.  Ccmiiunlcations  were  never  lost  during  the  move. 
Similar  support  was  rendered  in  the  establishment  of  the  Brigade  Forward  CP 

at  Bao  Trai. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Division  Signal  Officer,  a  Dlvlalon  wide  pro¬ 
gram  was  instituted  to  clean  up  all  wire  and  cable  eonstorction  on  the  Divl- 
^lion  Base  Camps.  Under  this  plan,  all  unused  wire  and  cable  was  to  be  re¬ 
moved  and  salvaged.  Existing  construction  was  policed  and  appropriately 
tagged  by  the  using  unit.  Anticipated  results  will  be  better  telephone  egm- 
winlcations  and  cable  installation,  ease  of  trouble  shooting,  and  a  unifoxm 
orderly  method  of  cable  cons  tract!  on. 

(e)  Due  to  the  wide  support  given  to  Divisional  units  at  many  fire 
support  bases,  CCHHEL  maintenance  and  supervision  were  found  to  be  laokinf* 
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To  oTerooM  this  fault,  a  readinosa  aaolataiioa  teas  waa  organized.  Thia  teax, 
under  the  aupervialon  and  control  of  the  Signal.  Battalion  S-3,  vlalte  the  VHP 
altea  on  a  periodic  baaia.  Thia  doea  not  preclude  iaoMdiate '■aeatiatanee  vlstta 
to  those  aitea  experiencing  difficulties  in  Maintaining  ccanaunlcatlona . 

(f)  In  earlj  June  1969,  a  nev  awltohbeajrd,  1B/KT&-1,  was^.  installed  at 
Lightning  Main.  The  new  Installation  waa  effected  without  loaa  of  serrloe 
to  anj  one  subscriber.  Innediatelj’,  aerrioe  and  effieianoT’  were  ifwatlj  inp* 
creased* 

(g)  In  an  effort  to  provide  better  aerviee  to  the  Diviaion's  field 

troopa,  a  Mobile  MiBS  Station  was  aasaadiled*  Thia  station  then  went  to  the 
troopa,  enabling  the  InfantrTnen  to  wake  a  call  hone  froM  the  fire  support 
base.  Slneo  It  waa  first  deployed  to  flrar^fXPort  sites  in  June  1969,  the 
Mobile  station  has  processed  over  cce^let^  calls  to  CORDS.  The  Mobile 
station  was  aassMbled  under  the  supervlsien  of  the  Division  Radio  Officer  whe 
is  also  the  Division  MUSS  Director*  Persconel  frea  Cu  Chi  MIBS  Station  operate 
the  Mobile  station  in  the  field*  Initial  response  has  been  enthusiaatle  by 
the  troops  servleed  with  eqcuQ.  indorsssMnt  by  the  Maneuver  unit  ooausanders 
thus  far  sxq)ported*  Squipnent  used  in  the  Mobile  station  is  Collins  Single 
Side  Band  Radio  KqulpMent*  Thia  waa  installed  in  an  JlR/MSG-31  Coogsanlcatlona 
Operations  Van)  a  three  elsMent  besa  waa  conatj^ted  using  an 

Antenna  Mast  to  support  it*  Other  than  y^or  ataeapherlo  conditions,  contact 
with  CORDS  has  been  eetablished  every  tine  the  station  has  been  eoanitted* 

(h)  The  last  quarter  also  saw  the  issuance  of  the  latest  generation  of 
Single  Side  Band  RTT  equipaent,  the  AH/QRO-lJiS*  This  equlpaent  reshlted  in 
better  RTT  by  the  personnel  from  the  Radio  Platoon,  CCMMBL  Operations  Ccsi* 
pany,  125th  Signal  Bn*  This  resulted  in  positive  and  efficient  initiation 
of  the  radio  note  xislng  thia  equlpaent* 

(i)  Current  Signal  Systenst 

1*  In  order  to  fulfill  Its  niaslon  of  providing  direct  signal  support 
to  Dlvlalon  Headquarters  und  division  subordinate  units,  the  battalion  operates 
both  statio  and  noblle  comaunlcationa  faellitloa.  Telephone,  radio,  RATT 
and  Communl c ations  Centers  are  located  at  each  of  the  two  najor  base  caiq)8* 
Twelve  channel  VHP  systems  are  provided  to  Interconneot  baee  ca]iq>s  of  higher, 
lateral  and  subordinate  units.  Additionally,  VHP  systems,  idian  the  avall-> 
ability  of  equipment  pexmlte,  are  extended  to  fire  support  bases. 

2*  Systems  Control  (STSCON):  In  addition  to  the  normal  command,  eon-> 
trol  wd  coordinating  facilities  found  in  all  battalions,  the  125th  Signal 
Battalion  employs  a  STSCON  which  has  systems  opsrated  by  the  battalion  S3  and 
is  responalble  for  coordination,  direction  and  supervision  of  installation 
and  operation  of  all  ootamunicatlcn  systems  operated  Ijyt.the  battalion* 

2*  CoBummioatlona  facilltlee  provided  by  the  125th  Signal  Battaliont 
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a*  FM  Badlot  Thb  battalion  provides  the  personnel  and  equipment  for 
DlvisTon  stations  in  the  following  F>.  nets:  Division  Command  Clear  (NCS)} 
Division  Congnand  Secure  (MCS);  Division  Intelligence  Net  (NCS),  and  II  Field 
Force  Command  Net. 

b.  Automatic  retransmission  facilities  are  provided  at  Nul  Ba  Den  for 
the  Division  Clear  and  Secure  nets  on  a  full  time  basis.  An  additional  re- 
tranandoslon  faclllly  Is  provided  at  Dau  Tleng.  This  unit  is  used  prlmarllj 
with  the  Division  Intelligence  Net  but  is  available  for  tbs  Comand  Net. 

c.  An  on  facllitF  is  provided  at  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp. 

d.  Battalion  Coianand  Nett  This  net  is  used  to  coordinate  and  control 
the  activities  of  the  battalion.  This  net  is  especially  xisefuU  as  a  SISCON 
engineering  net  when  relocating  and  establishing  new  signal  centers. 

e«  HFP  am  Voice  Command  Nett  The  battalion  maintains  a  SSB  Voice  cap- 
abili^  for  the  Division  to  enter  this  net  on  call. 

f .  AM  Radio  RATTt  The  Division  OpnsAntell  RATT  Net  is  remoted  into 
the  DTvislon  Tactical  Operations  Center.  Voice  frequency  teletype  circuits 
are  provided  to  major  subordinate  units  and  terminated  in  the  DTOC  as  back¬ 
up  to  RATT.  The  Division  Admin  Log  RATT  Net  provides  a  net  control  station 
for  DISOCM  Main  and  stations  for  DISCOM  subordinate  units  at  forward  signal 
centers.  The  battalion  operates  the  25th  Infantiy  Division,  III  Corps  Opns/ 
Intell  RATT  Net,  on  a  full  time  basis. 

£.  Coamnmicatlons  Center  t  The  25th  Infantry  Division  communications 
center  facilities  are  provided  by  the  125th  Signal  Battalion.  During  the 
reporting  period,  an  average  of  2008  messages  were  handled  per  month.  Of 
the  traffic  handled,  18.8$  was  originating  traffic,  terminating  traffic, 

lii.8)(  relay  traffic,  and  17*93(  were  band  carried  messages.  High  precedence 
ti^flc  continued  at  a  high  volume.  An  average  of  76 ,1^  of  all  traffic 
handled  had  precedence  of  lanediate  or  higher.  Additionally,  comunicatlons 
center  faclUtiee  were  provided  at  Tay  Nlnh  Base  Gang)  and  Dau  Tleng  Base  Camp. 

h.  Telephone  Switching  Centezst  An  AN/MTC-1  with  five  (5)  dial  trunks 
is  \ised  for  the  Division  Main  Switchboard.  This  switchboard  is  being  used 
in  lieu  of  the  authorised  AN/MTC-3  because  of  the  number  of  non-dl visional 
units  and  sxibordlnate  divisional  unit's  rear  areas  requiring  drops  or  access 
to  Lightning  Main  Switch.  This  alone .  increases  the  normal  traffic  of  the 
Division  Main  Switch  over  3QG^. 

S.  (C)  Training.  All  school  courses  operated  during  the  previous  reporting 
peri^  remained  in  the  training  program,  and  the  9th  Infantry  Division  Sniper 
School  was  transferred  Intact  to  the  25th  Infantry  Divleion,  beginning  Ite 
first  course  on  30  July.  03  (DOT)  continued  to  coordinate  evaluation  of 
Research  and  Development  projects  with  an  average  of  fifteen  evaluations 
being  conducted  at  a  given  time.  The  03  (DOT)  staff  was  augmented  in  April 
with  six  men  who  began  utilising  the  AO  Univac  1005  computer  to  provide  data 
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and  •tAtiatloal  Inforaatlon  for  oparatlonal  •loaunta  of  tho  Dlviolon  ataff. 
Inltlallgr,  tlM  ooaqputar  vaa  «Bpl(7yed  to  provldo  organised  tables  of  data 
obtained  fron  tbs  SlTlaion  IKTSUK,  SITREF  and  TOC  Jovmals .  Once  a  data 
base  was  aTallable  from.  1  Jaxiuarj  I969  to  the  current  date,  statlatloa  were 
de^loped  to  Identify  aotloDB.  Notable  suoceaa  was  aehiered  in  reducing 
■Ine  daaage  and  booby  trap  oaaualtlea  once  statistics  led  to  the  Identification 
of  problen  areas.  In  July,  a  relatirely  oonplex  oonputer  progran  vas  designed 
to  giro  an  oraluatlon  of  duffel  bag  enploQnient.  Work  is  contizsiing  to  further 
deeelep  useful  ooafuterised  inforaatlon  for  cGODUUidere  and  their  staffs. 

7*  (C)  Intelligence. 

(1)  Sneay  aotlrity  during  the  nonth  of  May  consisted  of  preparation  for 
the  Sumaer  Caapaign  and  initiation  of  the  first  highpoint  (11>I2  May)  of  the 
Sumeer  action  period.  The  battle  goals  of  the  enesQr's  Sunoer  plans  were  to 
inflict  hsa^  losses  on  U.S.  forces)  destroy  CVN  control  at  the  Tillage  and 
henlst  IsTel)  establish  a  strong  and  actlTe  infrastructure  throughout  SVN  in 
anticipation  of  a  possible  negotiated  settlenent  at  the  Paris  Peace  TalJcs,  and 
"free*  the  royal  areas  and  exert  United  control  over  the  towns  and  cities. 

The  rate  of  enesy  activity  reaained  at  moderate  levels  throughout  the  country. 
Preplsnned  attacks  which  were  scheduled  to  take  place  on  18-19  May  in  cele¬ 
bration  of  Ho  Chi  Mixih's  Birthday  never  materialised  and  were  reported  to  have 
been  postponed  due  to  allied  discovery  of  eneny  intentions.  Throughout  the 
month,  sources  Indicatod  that  the  eneny  stressed  efforts  to  upgrade  his  infra¬ 
structure.  Cadre  personnel  from  main  force  and  district  local  force  units 
were  assigned  to  harlot  and  guerrilla  units  in  an  attempt  to  bolster  the  fight¬ 
ing  potential  of  these  forces.  Sources  also  indicated  that  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  month,  VC  district  units  and  the  Tay  Nlnh  Provincial  Battalions 
were  closely  coordinating  their  activities  with  village  and  hamlet  guerrilla 
xmits  to  conduct  terrorist  missions  in  their  respective  areas  of  responal- 
bility.  C06VN  main  force  units  mre  active  during  the  month.  The  1  NVA 
IM.Tlslon  finiaaed  refitting  and  deployed  units  into  forward  tactical  positions 
in  Central  War  Zone  C  and  the  Crescent.  The  9  VC/NVA.  BLvision  revaaq^d  its 
regimental  locatioDS  and  missions  in  order  to  meet  the. goals  of  the  Sumner 
CsjgqMlgn.  One  regiment,  the  273,  was  discovered  to  have  moved  to  IV  CTZ  and 
was  replaced  by  the  86  Regiment.  In  SR-1,  eneny  action  was  at  a  moderate 
level  throughout  the  month  with  the  266  Regiment  being  the  most  active.  3R-2 
forces  continued  in  their  efforts  to  reestablish  their  infrastructure  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  extensive  reconnaissance  of  targets  throughoirt  the  Due  Hoa  and  Due  Hue 
Districts.  Thou^  enevy  forces  attempted  tc  avoid  major  contact  during  the 
month,  they  were  relentlessly  pursued  by  the  23th  Infantry  Division  and  lost 
over  1586  KIA.  Major  engagemenus  ox  the  month  were  (l)  on  1  May  vie  IT141413, 
the  6th  ARSm  Airborne  Battalion  engaged  the  3rd  Battalion,  271  Rsgimant  re¬ 
sulting  in  lj6  KIA  (BC)  and  two  PW's  captured)  (2)  during  the  attack  on  IZ 
Carolyn  vio  1X275786,  on  6  May  the  95C  Regiment  lost  Id  N7A  KIA  and  28  PW's 
captured)  (3)  the  Id  Regiment  was  cont^ted  by  the  l-27th  Inf  and  2-22  Inf 
(M)  vio  0571it53  on  9  May,  resulting  in  ll5  enei^y  KIA  and  oxie  Bif  captured) 

(k)  the  IdD  Regiment  lost  73  men  in  an  attack  on  IZ  Jamie  vie  XrU672  on  11  Kay; 
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(5)  on  11  and  12  May  vie  rri2liai,  >^109113,  and  iT17U6,  the  3rd  and  6th  iH?N 
Airborne  Battalionfl  engaged  the  271  Regiment  reeulting  In  171  AIA  and  four 
IW'e  captured;  (6)  on  Hi  May  vie  XTUc8518,  the  18B  Regiment  was  contacted 
by  U-23  Inf  (M)  reeulting  in  $1  KIA  and  four  FW's  captured;  (7)  the  l-l?th 
Inf  (M)  and  2-l2th  Inf  contacted  elementa  of  the  268  Regtnent  on  lU  May 
reeulting  In  KIA;  and  (8)  on  29  May,  the  268  Regiment  was  again  contacted 
by  the  2-l2th  Inf  and  1-5 th  Inf  (M)  vie  IT581237  and  loat  59  KIA. 

(2)  During  Jux»,  enemy  action  included  two  highpointe  of  the  Summer 
Ca»f>algnJ  $  -  9  June  and  I9  -  20  June.  Scaircee  indicated  that  the  5-9 
June  highpolnt  wae  regarded  as  the  second  most  significant  offensive  period 
of  the  Summer  Campaign,  as  it  was  planned  to  coincide  with  the  Midway  Con¬ 
ference  between  Presidents  Thieu  and  Nixon  on  8  Juno.  The  principle  areas 
of  enemy  activity  during  the  month  were:  Tay  Ninh  City  and  ite  suburbs, 

FSB's  C^ook  (1105555^)  and  Washington  (mU6568),  areas  southwest  of  Tay  Ninh 
City,  southeast  of  Nui  Be  Den,  in  the  crescent  aiid  upper  Cau  Khoi,  in  the 
Citadel  and  In  areas  between  Trang  Bang  and  the  Lower  Boi  Lol  Woods .  During 
the  last  week  of  June,  enemy  forces  generally  avoided  heavy  contact  and  with¬ 
drew  to  bases  areas  for  refitting  and  preparation  for  the  July  action  period. 
During  June,  the  1  NVA  Dlvialon,  while  contlntiing  its  operations  in  War  Zone 
C,  was  plagued  with  personnel  shortages  that  limited  its  operational  capability^ 
The  9  VC/NVA  Division,  the  most  active  of  COSVN's  divisional  unite  d\iring 
June,  attacked  Tay  Ninh  City  twice  in  an  effort  to  secui'e  temporary  control 
of  the  city  «Lnd  establish  a  Provisional  Government.  Both  attenrote  were  anti¬ 
cipated  by  intelligence  sources  enabling  the  25th  Division  aj)d  Allied  maneu¬ 
ver  elements  to  reso\mdingly  defeat  both  enemy  attempts  against  the  city. 

^eny  activity  in  SR-1  was  at  a  high  level  during  the  first  three  weeks  of 
the  month,  but  decreased  sharply  in  the  last  week  with  the  266  Regiment  again 
being  the  most  active  unit  in  the  sub-wgion.  Though  SR-l*s  main  forces  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  active,  the  general  pattern  of  eneuy  strategy  reflected  an  in¬ 
creased  reliance  on  local  and  guerrilla  force  actions  to  sxistain  the  momentum 
of  activity  against  friendly  forces.  Principle  elements  of  the  1st  and  3rd 
Battalions  of  the  268  Regiment  and  probably  a  limited  number  of  cadre  per¬ 
sonnel  from  the  Quyet  Thang  Regiment  were  sent  to  Cambodia  for  training  in 
guerrilla  warfare  and  sapper  techniques.  SR-2  vinlts  8p>ent  most  of  the  month 
in  their  Cambodian  base^a^eas.  However,  by  the  end  of  the  month,  small  ele¬ 
ments  of  S£-2's  main  force  units  had  retvimed  to  their  normal  areas  along 
the  Vam  Co  Dong  River.  During  June,  the  25th  Infantry  Division  killed  a 
total  of  1939  enejiy.  The  major  engagements  of  the  month  were:  (1)  on  5  June, 
the  let  and  2nd  Battalions  of  the  268  Regiment  were  contacted  by  the  2-l2th 
Inf,  1-5 th  Inf  (M)  and  2-3l*th  Armor  vie  IT568255»  resulting  in  52  NVA  KIA  and 
ons  BT;  (2)  the  272  Regiment  lost  60  men  vie  XTiJil|2  on  6  June  in  a  contact  with 
the  5'th  AWN  Airborne  Battalion;  (3)  during  an  attack  by  the  272  Regiment 
on  FSB  Crook  (1105559^)  6  June,  the  unit  lost  76  men;  (U)  on  6  June  GVN 

forces  and  the  U-23  Inf  (M)  killed  79  enesy  and  captured  four  NVA  from  the 
88  Regiment  during  a  contact  vie  XT2a5l;  (5)  the  88  Regiment  lost  a  total 
of  333  personnel  (323  KIA  and  10  IV's)  during  an  attack  on  FSB  Crook;  (6) 
the  5th  and  6th  ARVN  Airborne  Battalions  contacted  both  the  27I  and  272  Begl- 
ii!.ent8  Vic  IT125U30  aixl  XT139U21  on  9  June  resulting  in  86  KII.  and  three  IW's; 
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(7)  on  9  Juno  tIc  IT382503,  2-22  Inf  (M)  killed  5l  onon^r  fro»  th#  9$C  Roii- 
■enti  (6)  tvo  battalions  of  the  9SC  Regliient  rrere  contacted  bjr  1-2 7th  Inf 
and  2-22  Inf  (M)  on  11  and  12  June  rtc  XTl^5i|85  resulting  in  62  NVA  IIA 
and  three  IWet  (9)  the  18B  BegijMnt  lost  7U  non  during  an  attack  on  LZ  Ike 
tIo  XT338719}  (lO)  the  D1  and  DlU  Battalions  were  believed  to  have  been  oon- 
taoted  vie  IT267U05  by  the  3-1,  Cav  on  19-20  June  resulting  In  98  KIl,  and 
(11)  on  27  June,  the  4-23  Inf  (M)  engaged  elements  of  the  88th  Regiment  vie 
IT292570  resulUng  In  9U  NVA  KIA  and  three  IV's. 


(3)  IXirlig  the  first  tvo  weeks  of  July  eneny  forces  prepared  for  the 
Initiation  of  the  final  hlghpolnt  of  the  SuBmnr  Campaign  which  was  to  oocur 
during  the  period  16  -  21  July,  The  9  VC/NVA  Division  was  to  spearhead  the 
attacks  while  supported  by  the  lay  Nlnh  Frovlnolal  Battalions  (D1  and  DlU)« 
Actions  in  Tay  Nlnh  were  to  be  complemented  by  coordinated  attacks  by  fire 
end  small  ground  engagements  in  Bub-Regions  1  and  2.  Though  a  number  of  insall 
actions  did  take  place  throughout  the  TAOI,  the  expected  hlghpolnt  did  not 
materialise.  Intelligence  soxirces  indicate  that  the  enemy,  still  smarting 
f^oei  heavy  losses  sustained  during  June,  and  repeatedly  preesq)ted  by  the  2$Ki 
Id.vlsion 'and  allied  interdictory  efforts  on  main  avenues  of  approach  to  Tay 
Hinh  City,  was  unable  to  liqileaent  his  final  action  phase  of  the  Sujsmsr  Cam- 
fsiilgn.  The  majority  of  the  enemy  main  force  units  spent  the  month  in  secure 
areas  undergoing  training  and  refitting.  In  their  absence,  local  force  and 
guerrilla  units  attempted  to  maintain  a  front  of  strength  by  engaging  by 
attacks  by  fir<fi,  acts  of  terrorism  and  small  but  limited  ground  actions.  Also 
during  the  month,  enemy  units  Increased  their  propaganda  efforts  at  the  vil¬ 
lage  and  hamlet  level,  COSVIi  audn  force  units  were  inactive  throui^out  most 
of  July,  The  1  NVA  Division  remained  in  east-central  War  Zone  C,  with  the 
exception  of  one  regiment  (lOlD)  which  operated  in  Binh  Long  (P),  The  9 
VC/NVA  Divieion  was  in  secure  arosa  in  Caanbodia  and  north  of  Tay  Nlnh  City 
dxiring  early  July.  Later  in  the  month,  elements  of  the  division  were  be- 
Uersd  to  have  been  engaged  southwest  of  Tay  Ninh  City  along  the  Vam  Co  Dong 
River  and  in  the  area  of  Nul  Ba  Den,  along  traditional  routes  into  the  city. 

In  SR-1,  main  force  units  withdrew  into  secure  areas  to  undergo  training, 
Frlnoipal  elsamnts  of  the  let  and  3rd  Battalions  of  the  266  RsglsMnt  and 
oadre  personnsl  from  the  Quyet  Thang  Regiment  remained  in  Gasd>o<lia  receiving 
guerrilla  and  sapper  training  during  the  month.  These  units  were  to 
begin  infiltrating  back  into  Sub-Region  1  during  the  last  week  of  the  month. 
Ikiring  July,  the  25th  Infantry  Division  killed  a  total  of  991  enecy.  The 
major  engagements  werst  (l)  on  1  July  the  88  Regiment  was  belisved  to  have 
been  contacted  by  the  U-23  Inf  (M)  vie  IT295576,  resulting  in  NVA  KIA  j 
(2)  the  3-22  Inf  contacted  the  58  Artillery  Bn  on  8  July  vie  11167677  where 
19  were  killed}  (3)  on  9  July,  the  l65  Regiment  was  Involved  in  a  battle  with 
the  1st  Air  Cav  Division  vie  IT7U0930  resulting  in  22  NVA  OA  and  one  IW} 

(U)  elements  of  the  268  Regiment  were  engaged  by  2-lJ}  Inf  vie  IT592279  on  9 
July,  in  an  action  in  which  17  NVA  were  killed}  (5)  the  2.1]|th  Inf  contacted 
elements  of  the  83  Rear  Service  Qroup  vie  IT578273  on  19  July  resulting  in 
51  NVA  KIA}  (6)  a  28  July  coordinated  action  by  the  2-l2th  Inf,  l-5th  Inf  (M), 
2-U4th  Inf  and  3-U  Cut  iu  pursuit  of  an  intelligenoe  target,  yielded  53  enemr 
KIA,  six  IW's  and  four  detainees}  the  onegy  imlt  was  identified  as  the  268 
Hsglmsnt,  and  (7)  on  29  July  vie  IS363890,  2-27th  3fcif  In  conjunction  with 
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CUXi  olomonts  Contacted  a  company  sizod  {ore®  from  VC  Military  Region  II  re¬ 
sulting  in  96  enemy  (flA„ 

On  21  May,,  a  combined  operation  of  ARVN  and  1-5  Inf  (M)  captured 
seven  VCp  together  with  several  pounds  of  documontSu  Proliminary  document 
readouts  gave  the  names  of  two  femalof  who  received  awards  for  causing  the 
explosion  at  a  55^  Engineer  Battalion  Mess  Hall  on  3  January  1969  in  which 
15  Amorican  soldiers  wore  killed „  Two  of  the  PW's  were  tentatively  identi¬ 
fied  as  the  females  Identified  in  the  documents  and  subsequently  admitted 
their  Involvement  in  the  explosiono  They  blamed  the  actual  explosion  on  a 
third.  VC  female  who  is  still  at  largOu  At  the  time  of  the  explosion,,  all 
throe  females  were  employed  as  hootch  maids  at  the  55^thu  Since  7  July  1969 d 
nine  Vietnamese  females  have  been  apprehended  as  VC  who  worked  on  Cu  Chi 
Base  Campo  Two  were  apprehended  by  ARVN  It'S  in  their  homes#  The  other  seven 
were  apprehended  inside  CCBCu  Of  these  nine,,  seven  worked  as  hootch  maids. 
Interrogation  revealed  the  following  EEI  from  most  of  the  captured  VC 8  nunibers 
of  GI's  sleeping  in  designated  hootchesn  numbers  of  GI^s  in  mess  halls  at  any 
given  timej  places  where  large  numbers  of  GI’s  congregates  types  and  amounts 
of  mechanised  equipment,,  to  include  aircraft  and  identities  of  Vietnamese 
girls  having  GI  boyfriends „  Three  VC  had  been  given  the  mission  of  smuggling 
explosives  onto  CCE^Cp  but  allegedly  The  above  captured  VC  plus  those 

apprehended  last  Spring  working  on  CCBC  indicates  that  a  surprisingly  high 
percentage  of  hootch  maids  are  VV,  The  establishment  of  a  Civilian  Personnel 
Office  h.is  helped  to  tighten  controls  on  many  permanent  enqjloyees,,  and  in¬ 
creased  vigilance  and  checks  conducted  on  indigenous  on^jloyees  at  the  Main 
Gate  by  MP^s^  CHJ  and  MID  pe/sonnel  has  helped  tighten  control  c.i  all  local 
nationals  » 

(5)  The  Source  Contrc-l/Llaison  Team  during  May,,  June  and  July„  init¬ 
iated  or  participated  in  2)  combat  operations  through  targets  developed  util- 
izing  Hoi  Chanhs  and  Kit  Carson  Scout  j?’.,.  As  a  result  of  these  operations  „ 

185  Viet  Cong  and  North  Vietnamese  soldiers  were  killed  in  action,,  of  whom 
at  least  nine  (9)  were  District  level  Infrastructure  Cadremen,.  Forty-six 
prisoners  were  captured,,  including  the  Political  Officer  of  Bac  Chi  (North 
Cu  Chi)  Dlstrictp  and  fifty-four  detainee.?  0  One  hundred  and  five  Individual 
and  five  crew-served  weapons  were  captured  or  d'^stroyed  and  4400  poxuids  of 
rice  were  confiscated y  Also  noteworthy  is  the  fact  that  2388  cans  of  macheral 
and  62  pounds  of  medical  supplies  were  taken  out  of  the  eneny  supply  system. 
Throughout  this  period,,  notable  operations  conducted  were* 

The  Giong  Viec  Operations  2,1  and  26  May 

Cu  Ghl  I>istr1ct  Meeting  at  Xora  Rang  29  May 

Operation:. Buck-shot  23  June 

Ba  Song  Hospital  and  Pharms.cy  1  and  2  t  uly 

Hinellne's  House  19  July 

Operation  Nutcracker  28  July 
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ihirjnc  tho  roportin^  [xjriod,  tiie  Jourco  CpntrolA'lalson  Team  chanced  it3  con- 
cepti  of  op  rations  in  tJiat  practically  all  coded  sources  wero  oitJior  dis- 
charced  or  transfen'ed  to  otlipr  users.  Stroncor  emphasis  was  placed  on  liai¬ 
son  links  established  viitJi  tlio  Chieu  Hoi  Coiitors  in  Dinli  Duonc  and  llau  Hghia 
Provinces,  and  closer  viorking  relationships  ijerc  establishod  with  DICXJC's 
and  FIOCG's  throughout  the  TAUI.  The  lixploitation  Team,  fomerly  under 
the  command  of  one  officer,  became  an  integral  part  of  the  Source  Control 
Teaja  and  began  working  in  one  or  two  man  teams  with  an  American  Source  Handler 
collecting  intelligence  or  ex])loiting  tunnel  complexes  in  tlie  field.  The  . 
addition  of  the  Trace  lietal  Detection  Kit  as  an  investigative  aid  during  cor¬ 
don  and  search  operations  proved  iiiglily  successful  in  appi\3honding  nine  VC 
suspects  at  Cay  Trom  on  11  July.  Tiiis  additional  capability  is  a  definite 
asset  in  detecting  "legal'-  Viet  Cong,  The  most  significant  operation  during 
the  rej-)orting  period  was  Operation  Hutcrackcr,  during  which  olomonts  of  the 
2/12th  Ixif ,  2/llith  Lil',  and  ]  -5tli  Inf  (ii)  ran  an  operation  based  on  intel¬ 
ligence  and  contacte','  *he  2na  on,  268th  VC/lP/n  iiegiment.  It  is  estimated  that 
up  to  forty  peroeu+  of  the  battalion  was  anniliiiated  in  Uie  six  hour  contact. 

(6)  Prom  1  liay  196;;?  to  31  July,  the  I?^  Section,  2$ti\  HID  processed  I(l6 
detainees.  This  included  9$  VC/ti'hi  IVs,  five  VCI,  90  VCS,  l6  Returnees,  101 
innocent  civiliaiis,  and  101  Civil  Defendants, 

^a)  Readout  of  documents,  interrogation  of  A  VCI  21V,  and  correlation  of 
infoniiatlon  with  Cu  C}ii  Subsector  led  to  an  oi)oration  on  29  liay  1969  against 
Hi-l/Cu  Chi  District  cadre  and  ur.il.  leaders  meeting  in  Xom  ilang  (H),  which  re¬ 
sulted  in  39  HVA  KLi  and  ono.:,"';. 

(b)  Debriefing  of  a  llci  Chanli  and  coordination  with  livigery  Interpret¬ 
ation  Section  of  the  23th  JilD  rcvealod  the  location  of  li-7  Communications 
Section  of  Sd-l,  The  target  was  in  lot  Division  TaOR,  On  17  July  1969, 
elements  of  uho  1st  Diviaion  conducted  an  operation  against  this  target  re¬ 
sulting  in  one  ..’/A  i’J  and  12  min  bunkers  of  H-7  Section  destroyed, 

(c)  viucotionlng  of  a  Hoi  Chanh  and  coordination  with  Imagery  Inter¬ 
pretation  section  resulted  in  an  operation  on  26  July  196?  against  Cu  Chi 
District  Cadre  and  Rear  Service  olomonto  in  Xon  it;ng  UO  and  Sau  Sol  (11) 
area.  The  operac-ions  resulted  in  33  HVa  Hi/l,  arid  six  If/A  IVs, 

(7)  During  the  period,  the  02  Air  Sooi-ion  oontinuod,  to  plan  and  ooor- 
diiiatye  Army  and  Force  aerial  rocoiumisnohca  mis'siona.  Operating  under 
a  change  to  the  23th  l-URuitry  Divioiou  oOP,  the  02  Air  r.ow  ini’ormo  Brigade 
02*3  of  ii.issioiis  in  tii^iir  area  of  rosponaibility.  The  brigades  tlian  coor¬ 
dinate  witli  artilleiv  to  efiect  nocesjary  cliook-f.iroc ,  Direct  support  Mohawk 
aircraft  accomplished  62  photo  and  22  visual  mlssiono  in  Hay,  36  photo  and 

18  visual  .liss ions  in  June,  and  60  photo  .uid  13  visual  n.issions  in  July, 

(8)  During  the  roi'orting  period,  the  Imageiy  Intorpre tation/Targoting 
Section  made  tlic  following  coubributlons  to  intolligenoe  collections; 
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(9)  On  5  Ounc,  a  routine  photo  X'ca.iout  discovorcd  a  recently  constructed 
house  vie  XT589269,  Tu  Duon  darilot.  The  house  was  monitored  for  a  period  oT 

a  non  til  usiiig  holia\;k  .uid  hand-held  photography,  and  visual  reconnaissance, 

Tlio  house,  tliough  apparently  deserted,  sliowed  continued  improvement,  A  PW 
report  coni' irmed  the  use  oT  the  house  by  enemy  units.  On  19  duly,  ^  highly 
successful  operation  was  acconplished,  resulting  in  91  enemy  killed,  10  de¬ 
tainees,  26  Aa-17's  captured  or  dosti'oyed,  medical  supplies  ajid  documents, 
one  ton  of  rice  and  one  radio  captured, 

(10)  Aided  by  visual  reconnaissance,  liand-held  photography,  mosaics  and 
imagery  interpretation,  a  VCI  operation  in  Trang  Bang  District  resulted  in 
16  enemy' killed,  six  detainees,  10  AK-l7’fl  captured  or  destroyed,  medical 
supplies  and  documents,  oxpJ.osives  and  20  booby  traps  and  mines, 

(11)  During  the  reporting  period,  OPT  Goriird  A,  Clyde  and  OFT  ilobert 

E,  Qunter  Jr,,  of  the  Fire  Support  Element,  were  placed  under  the  operational 
control  of  G2  Air  to  maintain  fuctions  of  the  Target  Information  Center,  The 
Target  Information  Center  was  continuously  Involved  in  the  development  of 
timely  and  exoloitable  targets  Jn  support  of  tlie  29th  Infantry  Division,  By 
using  all-source  intelligence  indicators  and  correlating  with  known  fortl- 
field  enemy  areas,  tlie  TIC  provided  meaningful  targets  to  the  Brigades,  Divi¬ 
sion  Artillery  and  Air  Force,  On  12  May,  an  agent  report  received  from  525 
HI  Group  indicated  the  presence  of  an  enemy  battalion  In  the  vicinity  of 
Vrr9863,  Hed  Haze  emissioius  and  Airborne  Personnel  Doteetbr  readings  in  the 
same  area  also  indicated  j^ersonnol  in  the  area.  An  air  strike  was  recom¬ 
mended  which  resulted  in  six  enemy  KIA  (BC)  and  the  destruction  of  twelve 
bunkers.  On  21  May,  an  airs  trike  placed  on  a  concentrated  area  of  Airborne 
Personnel  Detector  readings,  near  a  knovm  bunker  complex  at  XT6030,  resulted 
in  ill  enemy  KIA  (BC)  and  the  destruction  of  eight  bunkers.  In  response  to 
an  Airborne  Personnel  Ueteoujr  reading  vicinity  XT6220  over  a  loiown  bunker 
complex,  an  aerial  observer  was  dispatched  to  Xr6220  to  conduct  £  dost-ruot-ion 
mission.  The  AO  observed  10-12  personnel  in  the  area  and  adjusted  artillery 
resulting  in  five  enemy  ..la  (i3C),  one  secondary  explosion,  »ind  four  bunkers 
destix)yed.  An  Airborne  ■'’;r';onnei  Detector  mission  was  flo^m  on  12  June  vie 
'*'n'976n  in  response  to  an  v"nt  report  of  6OO  enemy  personnel  in  the  area, 
Oeveral  maximum  readings  ware  obtained,  and,  as  the  aircr.ift  was  leaving 
the  area,  .it  receivn<l  lieavy  gro’tnd  firs,  ArtJllei^  and  air  .strikc.e  were 
called  l.nto  the  ar-’a  ting  in  I6  oaany  KL.  (PC)  and  five  .51  caliber 
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mftchdne  gurw  dOi^lroyea.  On  9  ‘JLly,  in  rcaponao  to  heavy  Liaflel  hag  activa¬ 
tions  and  Airborne  Forsonr.al  Detector  rcaiLriga  near  a  known  bunker  complex, 
Rocon  by  Fire  was  recomnended  U'  Division  Artillery.  Missions  wore  conducted 
vicinity  XT61i23,  XTbijkli,  and  XT0!;2)»  resulting  in  four  bunkers,  26  fighting 
pouitionfl,  and  four  tuimols  destroyed  and  tliere  were  four  secondary-  explosions. 
In  addition,  four  bunkers,  lii  fighting  positions,  and  three  tunnels  were 
damaged,  A  8^32  strike  was  tai-goted  against  an  enemy  base  area  on  31  July 
resulting  in  $1  secondary  explosions.  The  TIC  is  credited  with  assisting; 
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(12 )  Camouflaged  seismic,  acoustic,  infrared  and  magnetic  sensor  devices 
continue  to  be  successfully  employed  in  the  25th  Infantry  Division  TAOR,  to 
detect  activity  along  enemy  routes  of  infiltration  and  lines  of  communication. 
Sensors  were  employed  offensively  to  monitor  known  enemy  routes  of  communications, 
defensively  to  detect  enemy  movement  near  friendly  inst-allations,  as  guardians 
against  enemy  mining  activities,  along  critical  sections  of  the  Division's  main 
supply  routes,  and  for  intelligence  by  determining  the  nature,  direction  and 
size  of  the  eneny  force  moving  past  the  sensors.  On  21  duly,  the  Duffel  Bag 
Program  was  decentralized  to  Brigade  level.  Brigades  assumed  responsibility 
for  planning,  employing  and  monitoring  sensors  in  their  respective  areas.  The 
Assistant  Chief  of  Staff,  02,  assisted  by  the  02  Special  Projects  Officer, 
maintains  general  staff  supervision  of  the  Duffel  Bag  Program  and  has  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  requisition  and  allocation  of  sensor  equipment  and  provides 
technical  assistance.  During  the  reporting  period,  3259  tergets  were  acquired 
through  Duffel  Bag  operations  and  were  engaged  with  3U,  5 111  rounds  of  ar¬ 
tillery.  Operations  have  been  credited  with  371  KIA  (BC),  55  individual  wea¬ 
pons  and  23  crew-served  weapons  captured  or  destroyed,  5100  pounds  of  rloe 
captured  and  UO  bunkers  dostreyed.  Significant  Duffel  Bag  activities  for  the 
period  are  as  follows; 

(a)  On  10  May,  as  a  result  of  heavy  sensor  activations  vio  XT051756, 
an  air  strike  was  targeted  against  an  enemy  complex  resulting  in  11  NVA  KIA 
(BC)  and  seven  bunkers  destroyed, 

(b)  On  16  May,  as  a  result  of  heavy  Diiffel  Bag  activations  in  ths  Cu 
Chi  Rocket  Belt  vie  XT6572Ji6  on  the  night  of  l5  -  lo  May,  Companies  A  and 

B,  l-508th  Inf,  82nd  Abn  Dlv,  engaged  an  enemy  force  resulting  in  38  MVA  KIA 
(30),  111  AK-li7  rifles  and  six  RPG's  destroyed, 

(c)  On  17  May,  7-11  Artillery  Aerial  Observer,  asaesslng  the  results 
of  strikes  against  Duffel  Bag  targets  vie  XT0705ii8  and  XT051i563,  located  11 
NVA  KIA  (BC)  killed  by  artillery. 
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(d)  On  19  May,  G2  Air  Observer  located  13  NVA  KIA  (BC)  in  senaor  I'io 
Vic  XT5027* 

(e)  On  23  May,  Co  A,  4-23d  Inf  (M)  vie  XT333'+09  located  15  NVA  KIA  (BC), 
killed  by  artilleiry  in  vicinity  of  sensor  field, 

(f)  On  31  May,  B  and  C,  2-12th  Inf  vie  XT641298  engaged  an  eneny  oonpany 
resulting  in  25  NVA  KIA  (BC).  Heavy  activations  of  sensors  in  the  area  the 
preceding  night  ware  a  prime  contributing  factor  in  the  insei*tion  of  ground 
troops, 

(g)  On  6  and  7  June,  sensor  fields  north  and  south  of  Fire  Support  Base 
Crook  gave  the  first  early  Indication  that  the  enemy  were  assembled  around 
the  base.  Two  nights  of  intensive  engagement  with  the  38th  NVA  Regiment 
resulted  in  407  NVA  KIA  (BC). 

(h)  On  23  June,  B/2-12th  Inf  vie  XT5 50280  located  25  NVA  KIA  (BC)  killed 
by  artillery  in  a  sensor  field, 

(i)  On  18  July,  C/4-23d  Inf  (M)  vie  IT3OO58O  engaged  an  unknown  size 
enemy  force  resulting  in  27  NVA  KIA  (BC),  Heavy  sensor  activity  in  Duffel 
Bag  field  vie  XT2959  the  previous  two  nights  was  the  principal  intelligence 
indicator  leading  to  ground  operations  in  the  area. 


G,  (C)  Logistics, 

(1)  (U)  Project  Clean,  implemented  in  Mivrch  19^9  as  one  phase  of  the 
USARV  DSU  improvement  program,  was  completed  on  4  May  1969*  The  following 
is  a  recap  of  Project  Clean  within  the  supply  and  maintenance  DSU’s  of  the 
25th  Infantry  Division 


Nhniber  of  stock  cards  reviewed  23,811 
Number  of  errors  corrected  8,436 
Number  of  requisitions  cancelled  2,918 
Value  of  cancelled  requisitions  $366,251.52 
Number  of  new  requisitions  submitted  8,828 


Value  of  new  requisitions  submitted  $2,659,863.15 

(2)  (U)  Retrograde  of  Ebccess  Material!  2709  line  items,  dollar  value 
$168,265,46,  were  retrograded  during  the  reporting  period, 

(3)  (C)  A  monthly  average  of  sixteen  (I6)  different  conventional  Class 
V  items  were  subject  to  ASR  control  during  this  reporting  period.  An  average 
of  eight  (8)  of  these  munitions  required  a  minimum  of  one  supplemental  allo¬ 
cation  each  month  in  order  to  sustain  tactical  operations.  High  dollar/high 
tonnage  items  (i.e,,  8lmm  HE,  4,2"  HE  and  artillery  rounds)  continued  to  be 
the  principle  munitions  under  management  control,  in  addition  to  2,75"  rockets 
and  40mm  HE,  Several  munitions  essential  to  bridge  protection  were  withdrawn 
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fran  A3R  control  effective  2l\.  July  69j  namely,  blasting  caps,  dot  cord  and  TNT. 

(U)  (U)  On  1  May,  the  25th  Infantry  Division  transferred  the  Cu  Chi  ASP 

to  the  let  Logistical  Command. 

(5)  (U)  The  Division  received  four  (U)  Marginal  Terrain  Assault  Bridge 
La\inchers  during  the  period.  The  33  foot  bridge  is  mounted  on  a  modified  M113A1 
Armored  Personnel  Carrier.  The  four  (U)  carriers  were  assigned  to  the  3rd  Squad¬ 
ron,  iith  Cavalry  (2  ea)  and  the  lith  Bn  (M),  23rd  Infantry  (2  ea)  for  evaluation, 

(6)  (U)  Five  (5)  experimental  lOKW,  60HZ  diesel  engine  driven  generators 
were  issued  to  the  Division  in  late  Ji  ly  for  evaluation.  The  generators  were 
issued  witli  a  six  month  supply  of  repair  parts.  The  125th  Sijjnal  Battalion  is 
conducting  the  evaluation.  Mr.  Reynold  Hesmmis,  a  genersQ.  equipment  specialist 
With  the  Mobility  Eq\iipment  Command,  is  the  project  officer, 

(7)  (U)  The  issue  of  fourteen  (lii)  M577A1  Caranand  Post  Carriers  in  late 
July  completed  the  gasoline  engine  exchange  program  for  all  combat  vehicles. 

The  elimination  of  the  gasoline  engine  reduces  the  maintenance  work  load  and 
decreases  the  danger  of  fires  in  vehicles  when  hit  by  enemy  weapons. 

(8)  (U)  The  Division  successfully  implemented  DA  Circular  750-29,  effec¬ 
tive  1  July  1969.  This  circular  eliminated  TASRS  Line  Numbow  and  replaced 
them  with  a  two  character  Equipment  Category  Code  (BCC)  and  SB  700-20  Line  Item 
Numbers  (LUO.  The  change  simplifies  identification  of  equipment  shortages, 

(9)  (U)  The  AN/GRC  1I4.2  Radio  was  issued  as  a  replacement  for  the  AN/GRG 

U6.  The  AN/GRC  lU2  is  a  new,  more  dependable  radio  set  and  has  improved  the  radio¬ 
teletype  capabilities  of  the  Division, 

(10)  (U)  The  first  Maintenance  Information  Nows  Letter  was  published  by  the 
G-U  Section  in  uvJ.y  1969.  This  is  one  of  many  programs  instituted  in  order  to 
improve  maintenance  and  maintenance  equipment  throughout  the  Division, 

(11)  (U)  Throughout  the  reporting  period,  the  25th  Infantry  Division  Support 
Command  and  attached  units  participated  in  Phase  III  of  Operation  Toan  Thang, 
supporting  from  facilities  at  Cu  Chi,  Dau  Tieng,  Tay  Ninh  and  Due  Hoa.  Ad¬ 
ditionally,  support  was  provided  to  Navy  river  patrol  units  located  at  Phu 

Cong  and  Go  Dau  Ha,  The  logistical  support  provided  to  Dau  Tieng  was  termin¬ 
ated  on  30  Jvme  due  to  the  redeployment  of  the  3rd  Brigade  to  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp. 

(a)  Continued  command  emphasis  was  placed  on  the  return  of  salvaged 
material  to  property  disposal  channels,  the  retrograde  of  unserviceable  equip¬ 
ment  aiid  excess  equipment,  improvement  of  living  conditions  in  all  areas  of  the 
Support  Command  and  supported  units  and  in  the  management  of  resources  to 
insure  proper  support  in  the  areas  of  supply  maintenance,  transportation,  and 
medical  service.  Increased  command  and  staff  visits  to  supported  uiilts 
and  continuous  coordination  with  higher  headquarters  contributed  to  the 
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continuing  improvement  in  logistical  support. 

(b)  The  Support  Command  during  the  past  quarter  was  responsible  for  coor¬ 
dinating  the  transportation  aspects  of  the  3d  Brigade  redeployment  to  Cu  Chi 
Base  Can^.  This  encompassed  the  preparation  and  execution  of  a  plan  to  rede¬ 
ploy  DISOOM  forward  support  element,  the  transfer  of  logistical  facilities  to 
the  incoming  unit,  and  the  acquisition  of  transportation  assets  to  execute  the 
movement  time  table  for  all  r^eploylng  units, 

(c)  An  extensive  program  to  rehabilitate  buildings  was  started  to  improve 
the  area  to  be  occupied  by  the  Third  Brigade,  Due  to  the  shortages  of  build¬ 
ing  materials,  the  upgrading  program  reqtiired  close  supervision  to  Insure  pro¬ 
per  utilisation  of  the  limited  assets  on  hand, 

(d)  The  Support  Command  continued  conducting  monthly  logistical  confer¬ 
ences,  These  are  opened  with  i^marks  by  the  Support  Command  Comi.winder  and 
include  presentations  by  each  Battalion  Commander,  Division  Transportation 
Officer,  Division  Ammunition  Officer,  Aircraft  Maintenance  Officer  of  the  units 
in  the  Support  Command,  who  report  what  their  units  are  doing  to  better  support 
the  Division,  They  Inti^aduce  new  developments  in  the  logistical  support  area 
and  discuss  ideas  on  how  all  units  can  help  themselves.  The  meeting  is  followed 
by  a  question  and  answer  period  which  has  proved  to  be  very  constructive.  Also 
a  newsletter  is  distributed  at  the  monthly  logistical  meetings.  The  newsletter 
consists  of  input  from  each  Support  Command  unit  end  provides  the  divisional 
\mits  the  newest  and  latest  procedures  and  policies, 

(12)  (U)  The  Division  Transportation  Section  continued  to  coordinate  and 
schedule  the  operations  of  all  resupply  convoys  within  the  Division  Area  of 
Operations,  Command  emphasis  was  placed  upon  tentralieed  control  of  through¬ 
put  assets,  and  in  minlmialng  trailer  turn  around  times,  A  large  degree  of 
success  was  achieved  as  the  number  of  divisional  trucks  moving  between  Cu  Chi 
and  forward  supply  elements  at  Dau  Tieng  and  Tay  Ninh  maximised  their  utili¬ 
sation  during  the  period.  The  phasing  of  unit  moves  in  connection  with  the 
relocation  of  the  3d  Brigade  was  accomplished  to  maximise  use  of  returning 
daily  convoy  vehicles.  This  was  so  efficiently  handled  that  only  5  additional 
vehicles  above  unit  and  returning  convoy  vehicles  were  required  to  accomplish 
the  move, 

(a)  IXiring  the  past  quarter,  736  convoys  have  been  operated  in  support 
of  the  base  can^jc  located  at  Cu  Chi,  Tay  Ninh,  and  Dau  Tieng  with  a  total 
volume  of  18,038  vehicles.  The  operation  of  resupply  convoys  includes  estab¬ 
lishing  schedules,  receiving  vehicle  requirements,  and  coordination  of 
security  forces  and  traffic  oonti»ol.  All  convoys  operating  on  the  Division 
JBR,  either  tactical  unit,  move  or  unit  resupply  are  granted  movement  clear¬ 
ance  by  tho  Transpoirtation  Officer,  Highway  continues  to  be  the  primary  mode 
of  tranportation  for  the  resupply  of  the  Division  base  camps.  Following  is 
a  breakdown  of  regular  resupply  convoys  operated  in  the  Division  areai 

Cu  Chi  to  Tay  Ninhi 
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milTBi  MO.  OF  CONTOIS  I  MO.  OF  VSaiCLESi 


May 

62 

621 

June 

60 

502 

July 

62 

736 

TOTAL! 

184 

1,859 

Cu  Chl/Lal  Khe/Dl  An  to  Dau  TlenKi*’' 

May 

62 

806 

June 

60 

981 

July 

62 

553 

TOTAL  1 

184 

2,340 

Lone  Binh  to  Tay  Ninht 

May 

62 

3,237 

June 

60 

3rl96 

July 

62 

.  4,162 

TOTAL! 

184 

10,595 

Lone  Binh  to  Dau  Tiene> 

May 

62 

1,028 

June 

60 

1,011 

July 

62 

1,206 

TOTAL 1 

184 

3,245 

**  Tha  25th  Division  ran  oonvoya  to  Dau  Tiang  during  May  and  Juna*  Baginning 
1  Julyi  the  First  Division  bagan  running  convoys  to  Dau  Tiangi  Tha  25th  Div¬ 
ision  has  tha  responsibility  for  coordinating  and  securing  tha  Dau  Tiang 
Convoy  shlla  moving  through,  tha. Division  AO, 

(b)  Tha  Division  Transportation  Section  has  ooordinatad  the  raquiramants 
for  U,S,  Air  Force  airlift  for  unit  movement  and  resupply  in  support  of  oper¬ 
ations.  In  addition,  this  section  was  able  to  attain  a  notaabla  record  for 
usage  of  tha  one  C-7A  dedicated  aircraft.  Special  airlift  data  concerning 

US^  support  is  as  follows  1 


MONTH 

(ton.) 

TROOPS 

May 

220 

12,031 

J\ine 

439 

18,886 

26,550 

July 

526 

TOTAL! 

1,185 

57,467 

(file 
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(c)  Th«  Division  Transportation  Section  continues  to  operate  hold  baggage 
sections  at  Cu  Chi,  and  Tay  Ninh  for  the  convenience  of  personnel  located 
rfithin  the  Division  TAOI.  These  baggage  section  are  capable  of  receiving 
baggage  of  rotating  personnel,  processing  and  delivering  baggage  to  Headquax*- 
tors  Area  Command  Baggage  Section,  Tan  Son  Nhut,  The  baggage  sections  also 
process  baggage  of  newly  arrived  personnel.  Data  concerning  the  Division 
baggage  sections  is  as  follow# i 


MJNTHi  personnel  PROVIDSD  SERVICBi  PISCSS_t  WEIGHT  I 


May 

Jvme 

July 


790  If  085  89 1 205 
785  1,050  79,308 
663  920  80,410 


TOTAL  I 


2,238 


3,055  248,923 


(13)  (0)  Division  Ammunition  Officej 

(a)  On  1  May  I969,  control  of  the  Cu  Chi  Ammunition  Supply  Point  was 
transferred  fi^jm  the  25th  Infantry  Division  to  the  1st  Logistical  Command, 


(b)  During  the  month  of  June,  the  3d  Brigade  of  the  Division  moved  from 
it's  base  camp  at  Dau  Tleng,  and  all  ammunition  was  transferred  in  place  to 
the  let  Tnfantry  Dlvltion, 

(c)  The  transfer  of  responsibility  for  Cu  Chi  ASP  provided  more  time 

for  inspection  and  upgrading  of  ammunition  storage,  safety,  and  servieeabillty 
throughout  the  Division,  Considerable  improvement  has  been  aooompliohed  in 
this  area, 

(14)  (D)  The  25th  Infantry  Division  Band  performed  the  following  commitments 

during  this  period. 


Categoric'  and  Totals, 


Award  Ceremonies  12 

Change  of  Command  Ceremonies  14 

Mlso,  Ceremonies  (InoX  other  Dlv,  Areas)  9 
Serenades  (Arr  and  Dep  of  Troops)  52 

Service  Club  Concerts  10 

Civic  Action  Concerts  10 

Formal  Retreats  (full  band)  24 

Bugler  CoBonitneni#  103 

Misoellaneous  Concerts  11 

Fire  Support  Base  Concerts  10 

Solo  Concerts  10 

Hospital  Concerts  5 

Ensemble  Cohoerts  (small  sroups)  10 

Mess  Hall  Concerts  (combo)  10 

Traveling  Concerts  (A  and  B  band  )  7 

TOTAL  COMMITMENTS!  W 
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(ft)  Tlia  main  emphasis  during  this  period  has  been  plaoed  upon  v.a®  eAp-'  ’ 
Sion  of  the  number  of  troops  which  the  Division  Band  entertains.  This  has 
accomplished  by  adding  concerts  at  moss  halls,  swimming  pools,  and  by  taking 
the  b^d  into  areas  whore  the  troops  are  working.  The  theory  being  that  men  o" 
the  Job  need  a  morale  boost,  as  well  as  personnel  lasting  in  stand-dowi  areas 
Troop  concerts  have  boon  maximized  by  establishing”"  two  band  teams  that  can  tra 
vol  by  2f  ton  trucks  into  areas  where  troops  are  concentrated,  either  at  work 
or  on  stand-down.  This  concept  was  also  recently  employed  in  the  Tay  Nlnh  and 
Dau  Tieng  Base  Canp  Areas,  The  approach  is  very  well  received  by  the  troops 
and  is  worthy  of  further  effort.  The  mass  entertainment  capabilitios  of  the 
band  have  been  expanded  by  utilizing  the  Woodwind  Ensemble  and  the  Accordion 
Trio  in  appearances  in  Saigon  at  the  25th  Infantry  Division  Combat  Art  Show 
and  at  the  Vietnamese-American  Association  in  May,  and  at  the  Saigon  Conservn- 
tory  of  Music  in  July,  The  possibility  of  TV  performances  by  the  Division 
Band  is  being  explored.  Due  to  the  small  size  of  the  AFVN  studio  in  Saigon, 
small  units  of  the  band  will  probably  be  utilized.  Tape  recordings  are  being 
cut  featuring  all  different  types  and  styles  of  music  to  be  presented  on  radij 
and  also  for  the  use  of  requesting  units  for  entertainment  of  their  personnel 
in  the  field, 

(15)  (U)  25th  Infantry  Division  CMMI  Teami  During  the  quarter  the  CMMI 

Team  inspected  375  vehicles  of  all  sizes.  They  also  inspected  109  generators 
in  the  25th  Infantry  Division,  These  inspections  were  past  of  tne  following 
types  of  inspections! 

14  CMKI/AGI  Ihspeotlons 
30  Courtesy  Inspections 
19  Roadside  Inspections 

15  Generator  Spotcheok  Inspections 

3  Command  Interest  Reports  Completed 

'  i.b)  (U)  341st  Aviation  Detachment  (Divisional) 

(a)  The  34l8t  Aviation  Detachment  (Divisional)  has  the  opera  1: i o;.sal  oon- 

of  Cu  Chi  Army  Airfield, 

Air  Traffic  activity  for  VFR  Tower  is  summartsed  belowf 

ROTARY  WING  135,585 

FIXED  WING  ^.837 

TOTAL  FLIGHTS  IkXMZ 

2^  Air  Traffic  activity  for  GCA  is  summarized  b«lowi 

FAR  APPROACH 
ASR  APPROACH 
NO  GIRO  APPiC.VCT 
i^CTOR 
TOTAL 
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L:?t.h  division  Aircraft  Rearwliig  r’acilitrj' »  3^l3t  Avn  D*t  (Div^, 
‘V,w...nition  expended  for  Aircraft  is  svanmarlzed  bolow; 

2,751nch  Rockets  42,703  rounds 

7.62iiim  Minigun  3 1 657 #000  rounds 

40Bin  3^,229  rounds 

Flares  1,286  rounds 

(c)  25th  Division  Refueling  Facility,  3^1st  A^n  Det  (Dlv).  Fuel  dls- 
^  -1.  d  i.t  the  Aircraft  Refueling  Facility  is  summarised  belowi 

JP-4  2,317,830  gallons 

AVGAS  56,230  gallons 

(17)  (U)  25th  Medical  Battalion, 

(a)  Throughout  the  reporting  period  the  25th  Medical  Battalion  continutKl 
to  provide  divisional  level  medical  seirvioe  to  the  25th  Infantry  Division, 

'Q  and  Companies  A  and  C  continued  to  staff  and  operate  the  60  bed  Arthur  E, 
LhwIs  Dispensary  at  Cu  Chi  Base  Car5>,  Company  B  supported  Dau  Tieng  Base  Camp 
irlth  a  40  bed  dispensary  until  redeploying  to  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  on  24  June  1969 • 
Company  D  continues  to  support  Tay  Ninh  Base  Cap^  with  a  50  bed  dispensary. 

(b)  Statistics  for  the  quarter's  operations  are  as  follows 1 

1.  Medical  totals i 

Patients  treated 
Diseases 

Non-battle  injuries 
IRHA 

Lab  Tests 
Immunizations 
Prescription  filled 
X-rays 

2,  Supply  and  Servioei 


Line  items  issued  6,880 
MEDCAP  line  item  Issued  1,038 
Maintenance  work  orders  101 
Work  orders  completed  96 
Work  orders  awaiting  parts  5 
Eyeglasses  ordered  (pairs)  3i585 
B^k  pharmaoy  items  issued  6 


(0)  The  40th  Medical  Detachment  (KJ),  attached  to  the  25th  Medical  Batta¬ 
lion  ,  provided  dental  treatment  for  the  Division, 


15,360 

13,170 

884 

1,306 

8,846 

5,978 

15,925 

5,'+97 
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Tot*JL  tr«atii»nt«  18, 

CIyIo  action  589 


Z*  Preventive  Dentistry  1 


Inetruotion  in  oral  hygiene  6,047 
Prophylaxis  of  dental  hygiene  2,l60 
Cavity  prevention  treatitenta  2,l60 
Group  lectures  124 
Persons  attending  lectures  6,037 
Self-applied  prophylaxis 

treatment  3,887 


(d)  The  159th  Medical  Detachment  (HA),  atUohed  to  tho  25tl'  ro<;.ioal 
-lion  provided  evacuation  to  divisional  and  non-divisional  ujiltn. 


!,«  Total  patients  3,773 

2.  Total  missions  1,823 

3.  Nationality  of  patients 1 

U.S.  1,763 

ARVN  1,091 

VN  Civilians 

VC  and  NVA  48 

4.  Medical  resupply  for  blood  2  hours 

Flying  time  1251  hours 

6,  Average  aviator  time  203  hours 

Aircraft  avAlUbllity  TZi 

8,  Flyable  72^ 

In  maintenanoe  30)( 


(18)  (U)  25th  Supply  and  Tranport  Battalion^ 


(a)  The  25th  S\:g)ply  and  Traneport  Battalion  oontinued  it4  loglstioal  eupj: 
missions  for  all  units  operating  within  the  divisional  area  of,  operations, 

(b)  Class  I  Supjily 


Cot^  ibervriPiL 


COto  Fib  E.M  T  .  Al. 


Status  I  A-'Ratlons  0- Rf.^.ions 

Stockag#  Objec  tv»8  3  10 

On  Hand  3  10 

2,  Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  received  fix)in  Saigon  < 

May  423,510 

June  439 f 421 

Julj-  375.20^ 

TOTAL  172357136 

2»  Ice  Creatnt 

Cycle  of  Issue  I  Five  times  per  week 

Average  gallons  Inqjoirted  per  weeki  2,400 

Average  gallons  produced  per  week  (Dau  Tieng)  I60 

4,  Ice  Issuei  Average  pounds  of  ice  Issued  daily  -  130,000 

NOTE I  All  ice  is  potable, 

(c)  Class  n  4  IV  AND  VII 

Deletions  to  ASL  during  quartan  1,069 

2,  Total  lines  on  ASLi  2,684 


ASL  Status! 

hAj. 

JUNE 

JULY 

ASL  linos  stocked 

2,675 

2,684 

2,684 

ASL  lines  at  sero  balance 

1,322 

1,239 

1,017 

Zero  balance  with  due-out 

721 

768 

974 

Total  requests  received 

14,779 

18,820 

14,661 

Total  ASL  requests  filled 

8,853 

10,572 

8,005 

Total  ASL  requests  received 

12,979 

16,720 

13,113 

Total  requests  priority  1-10 

804 

933 

678 

Total  requests  1-10  filled 

493 

603 

552 

Total  warehouse  refusals 

1 

20 

1 

Units  supported 

79 

79 

82 

Percent  demand  accomodation 

87.7 

88,8 

88.7 

Percent  demand  satisfaction 

68,2 

63.2 

61.0 

(d)  Major  Aoconplisbmentsi 

Project  COUNT  was  started  on  1  May  with  phase  I,  Location  Survey, 
being  the  first  step  in  the  program.  The  8\urvey  served  to  identify  and  record 
3930  lines  including  1801  lines  which  had  not  been  previously  noted.  On  1 
June  1969,  Phase  II,  Inventory,  was  started.  The  results  of  this  inventory 
were  very  satisfyihg  pi  that  many  lines  were  brought  back  into  the  supply 
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■lyst**  saving  th*  govammant  $446,553  in  undl«oov»r*d  asattf  (this  la 
aaoond  #uoh  Invantory,  tha  laat  takan  In  Maroh  19^9 )•  Significant  la  tha 
fact  that  both  Invantorlaa  ratumad  to  tha  aupply  ayatara  ovar  a  million 
dollara  of  hlddan  aaaata  now  Idantlflad*  Projaot  COUNT  waa  oomplatad  on 
30  Juna  1969»  Random  sampling  will  oontlnua  to  maintain  high  offlolsnoy 
In  tha  location  aystam  matohad  with  tha  accounting  raoorda* 

2.  Tha  Forward  Support  Klamant  (F3K),  at  Dau  Tlang  waa  oloaad  out 
during  tha  lattar  part  of  Juna*  Kqulpmant  locatad  on  aita  waa  althar 
tranafarrad  to  tha  lat  Dlvlalon  or  axchangad  for  Ilka  Itama#  Suppliaa 
and  aqulpnant  raqulrad  by  tha  25th  Division  wars  ratrogadad  and  placad  in 
I'tooluge  In  Cu  Chi, 

Tha  amploymant  of  additional  tactical  foroaa  to  support  tha  lat 
Drlgada  in  tha  Tay  Nlnh  araa  naoaaaltatad  inoraaaad  ahlpmant  of  barrlar 
vratorlala  and  expandablaa  by  this  battalion  to  augmant  tha  277th  S4S  Batta¬ 
lion’s  support  capability, 

4,  In  aocordanoa  with  lat  Log  Command  Ragu' atlon  7UO-5/  Project 
Orange  Ball,  the  distribution  of  batteries  through  tha  Class  I  facility, 
was  put  Into  operation  on  19  July  1969 »  with  Issues  made  twloe  a  weak, 

There  was  an  analyala  made  of  the  supply  posture  of  the  25th  341 
Battalion  In  oonqsarlson  with  other  34T  and  S4S  DStJ's,  Of  19  suoh  DSU*s  ana- 
Israad,  the  25th  34T  Battalion  waa  aeoond  highest  in  demand  aooomodatlon, 
demand  satlsfaotlon  and  oustomar  satiefaotlon.  Of  the  five  divisional  34T 
Battalions  surveyed,  the  25th  341  Battalion  was  number  one  In  overall  par* 
f..-rinanoa, 

io)  POL  CLASS  in 


Consumption  Rates  (Oallons) 

DAILI 

QUART?  RLI 

JP/4 

Cu  Chi. 

39,300 

3,613,535 

Dau  Tieng 

15,800 

947,000 

Duo  Hoa 

8,000 

763,000 

AVGAS 

Cu  Chi 

900 

78,950 

Dau  Tlang 

110 

6,600 

Duo  Hoa 

300 

25,700 

MDC-AS 

Cu  Chi 

12,100 

i.iofl.aas 

Da  i  Tieng 

’2 ’,600 

166,000 

Duo  Hoa 

N/A 

N/A 

DISSiCL 

Cu  Chi 

26,900 

2,471,795 

Dau  i'lang 

6,400 

383,000 

Duo  Hoa 

N/A 

n/a 

7:1 
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2,  Major  Accompl  -  shmonl 


An  investigation  was  initiated  during  the  month  of  May  which  uncover¬ 
ed  losses  in  diesel.  The  t.ivostigation  revealed  that  the  contractor  was  short 
ing  the  Division  on  its  delivery,  by  using  a  non-standard  measuring  stick. 
Corrective  action  was  taken  to  eliminate  the  theft  of  approximately  300r0DD 
gallons  per  month  by  civilian  contrafct  delivery.  Now  all  delivery  is  made  by 
military  transportation  from  military  sources. 

Propane  gas  delivery  was  increased  over  previous  months  due  to 
arrangements  made  to  go  direct  to  the  refill  station  at  Nha  Bo,  This  enables 
the  Division  to  truck,  refill  and  return  the  same  day,  whereas  previously,  it 
meant  that  empty  cylinders  wore  turned  An  for  filled  ones  at  depot.  Zero 
balance  at  depot  resulted  in  an  out  of  stock  position  within  the  Division, 

In  Jxine,  the  25th  S&T  began  supporting  a  refuel  facility  established 
by  the  Navy  at  Phu  Cuong  Bridge  to  support  operations  in  that  airoa  along  the 
Saigon  River,  However,  on  the  28th  of  June,  this  support  function  was 
assumed  by  the  1st  Infantry  Division, 


(f)  Services « 

Graves  Registratlonit 


US  Military  processed  182 
US  Civilians  processed  0 
Enemy  processed  1 
Vietnamese  processed  110 

TOTAL  2.93 


2,  Laundry  Contract  (Bundles) a  23(30? 

^0  QH  Bath  Sections 

Total  showers  257,160 
Daily  average  2,857 

4,  Due  Hoa  Amjnunltion  Expended* 


7,62inin 

2o75i-nch  Rockets 
40nnB 

,50  Caliber 

888,500 

6,398 

2,950 

11,700 

Salvage . 

Cu  Chi. 

LOADS 

MAY 

JUNE 

JULY 

112 

97 

102 

Low  Boys 

0 

1 

0 

TOTAL 

311 

1 
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0 

0 


79 

4 
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'  52  Z'{ 

Low  Boy*  4  0 

(g)  Transportation « 

1,  Hiles  driven! 


Total  Ddleage  204,196 

Average  Mileage  per  day  2,213 

2,  Tonnage  Hauled i 

Average  per  day  139 

Total  Tonnage  12,816 


(h)  Significant  Aotivltieat 

_1,  Removal  of  FSE  from  Dau  Tleng!  Through  proper  planning,  the  Company 
A  FSE  incurred  no  major  difficulties  in  the  withdrawal  from  Dau  Tieng  and 
continued  to  give  full  support  up  to  the  last  day  the  camp  was  occupied  by 
25th  Division  personnel, 

2,  Spillage  of  milk  and  ice  cream  was  causing  a  sanitation  problem  in 
the  Class  I  yard,  A  concrete  gutter  was  constmicted  by  PA&S  and  the  area  is 
washed  down  as  spillage  occurs# 

2*  The  present  system  of  storage  of  clothing  and  TA  50  items  in  conexes 
in  the  Class  II  A  IV  yard  is  inadequate#  A  large  PASGQE  building  is  being 
constructed  for  inside  storage  of  these  items  on  shelves.  The  oonexes  will 
be  used  for  unit  pile  pickups, 

4,  Supplies  stored  on  the  ground  and  outside  are  in  constant  danger  of 
damage  and  spoilage  due  to  water  and  mud.  All  supplies  have  been  placed  on 
dunnage, 

2*  Bottle  gas  was  being  stored  in  the  mud,  causing  a  problem  with  depot 
accepting  the  empty  cylinders  because  of  the  dirt  and  grime  on  the  bottles. 

All  bottle  gases  are  now  stored  on  dunnage,  A  bottle  gas  building  is  being 
constructed  utilising  "self  help",  with  the  floor  of  the  building  the  same 
height  off  the  ground  as  the  bed  of  Ton  truck,.  This  will  keep  the  bottles 
clean  and  at  the  same  time  allow  more  rapid  dispensing  arid  receiving  of  sup¬ 
plies, 

.  jS,  The  rearm/refuel  facilities  at  Due  Hoa,  operated  by  the  390th  QM 
Detachment,  have  been  Inproved  by  the  augmentation  of  one  additional  10,000 
gallon  bladder  and  by  the  construction  of  ammunition  storage  bunkers.  These 
improvements  have  increased  the  support  capability  of  the  rearm/refuel  point 
by  providing  a  total  fuel  storage  capacity  of  54,000  gallons  and  by  pi^avid- 
ing  bettor  and  more  protective  ammunition  storage  facilities,. 
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(19)  (U)  725th  Maintenance  Battalion, 

(a)  During  the  recent  reporting  period,  the  725th  Maintenance  Battalion 
continued  to  provide  Direct  Support  Maintenance  and  Repair  Parts  Support  to 
the  Division  in  its  operations*  Continued  Command  emphasis  was  placed  upon 
relocation  and  rewarehousing  of  DS3I  Technical  Supplies,  In^jlementation  of 
the  improvement  program  was  accomplished  with  the  following  results  as  of 
the  end  of  this  reporting  period » 

_!•  Project  Count  Location  Survey, 

Total  number  of  lines  surveyed  -•  14,273 

Total  number  of  lines  in  agreement  with  storage  location  -  11,421 

2.  Project  Count  -  Inventory  Status, 

Total  number  of  lines  inventoried  -  24,153 

Total  number  of  lines  in  agreement  with  storage  location  -  13»560 

2,*  A  Sample  survey  was  performed  at  each  DSO  Technical  Supply, 
excluding  HQ.  and  Company  A,  during  the  last  month  of  this  reporting  period, 
resulting  in  the  following  accon^illrtiinentsi 


UNIT 

LOCATIONS  CHECKED 

LOCATIONS  CORRECT 

PERCENT 

Co  B 

200 

200 

100^ 

Co  C 

200 

194 

97i 

Co  D 

200 

182 

9l3t 

Co  E 

200 

190 

UNg 

LINES  INVENTOalSn 

LINES  CORRECT 

PERCENT 

Co  B 

200 

198 

99^  ^ 

Co  C 

200 

177 

Co  n 

200 

170 

85f 

Co  E 

200 

184 

szi 

(b)  Project  Strip  personnel  were  successful  in  identifying  over  10,000 
fringe  and  authorized  stockage  list  (ASL)  items  in  the  and  Conqjany  A 
Technical  Supply,,  Fringe  and  excess  ASL  items  turned  in  to  depot  amounted 
to  approximately  2^000,000  dollars  in  value 

(c)  Radio  Set  A5/GBC-i42  was  placed  in  field  operation  by  Divisional 
Units  during  this  reporting  period.  Although  support  push  packages  failed 
to  arrive,  very  few  logistical  problems  have  been  encountered  to  date, 

Txxm-in  of  Radio  Sets  AN/GRC-46,  replaced  by  Radio  Sets  AN/GRC-142,  was 
acconqjlished  without  delay, 

(d)  Maintenance  and  repair  parts  support  rendered  to  supported  unibs  was 
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improved  during  this  period.  Additional  customer  assistance  facilities  were 
introduced  in  the  Technical  Suppl.y  areai.  The  Maintenance  Battalion 

External  SOP  vas  reviaed  to  incoz^orate  new  policies  and  procedures  ({ovem- 
ing  support  rendered.  The  major  changes  were  the  added  policies  and  procedures 
regarding  combat  loss  of  signal  equipmenc  and  maintenance  float  of  signal 
equipment • 

(e)  The  following  jobs  were  conqsleted  by  the  Battalion  during  the  report¬ 
ing  period I 


ITEM 

MAT 

JUHS 

JULY 

TOTAL 

Wheel  Vehicles 

303 

216 

282 

801 

Tanks  and  Track 

134 

125 

132 

391 

Small  Arms 

900 

697 

589 

2,186 

Artillery 

65 

58 

62 

185 

Engineer 

35 

20 

29 

84 

Generator* 

133 

336 

105 

574 

Signal 

2,320 

1,868 

2,077 

6,265 

Office  Machines 

161 

106 

93 

3360 

242 

287 

316 

845 

Other 

256 

173 

250 

6^ 

TOTAL 

4,549 

3,886 

3,935 

12,350 

Low  backlog  figure  for  this  period  of  234  was  achieved  on  4^  July  1969» 
This  figure  represents  approximately  daya  work, 

(r)'  The  following  list  of  automotive  parts  has  accounted  for  an 
appreciable  percentage  of  this  Divi8ioit®8  deadline. 


item: 


FSB 


Voltage  Regulator 
Mi51  Transmlssion- 
Mi5i  Engine 
3/4  Ton  Water  Pump 
5  Ton  Turbo  Charger 
1/4  Ton  Fuel  Pump 
IM-706  Axle  Shaft 


2920-335-467? 

232fX.)7^lB08 

2805-67&-1S20 

2930-632-4048 

2815-999-2275 

2910-678-1856 

2520-934-1759 
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(g)  Percentage  of  Aircraft  Operational  Ready  (OR)  during  the  reporting 
period  is  This  can  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  many  high  hour 

aircraft  were  replaced  during  the  period  as  well  as  increased  emphasis  on 
the  overall  maintenance  and  continued  close  scrutiny  of  repair  parts  requiie- 
ments,  0H-6A  Helicopter  Tail/Rotor  Assemblies  have  continued  to  cause  a 
loss  of  O/R  time^  All  levels  of  command  are  aware  of  the  problem* 

H,  (C)  Revolutionary  Development. 

(1)  Tile  Village  Self  Development  Program  has  had  the  effect  of  considera¬ 
bly  tightening  the  coordination  of  civic  action  support  offered  the  GVR 
throughout  the  TADl,  In  an  attempt  to  encourage  the  proper  en^iloyment  of 
their  own  governmental  channels  and  resourees,  the  Vietnamese  people  aro  being 
required  to  submit  all  requests  for  aid  in  civic  action  projects  through  GVN 
channels  at  the  village  leval.  When  such  requests  are  approved  at  province 
level,  members  of  the  2nd  Civil  Affairs  Company  II  FFORCEV  review  the  need  for 
U,S,.  support  and  refer  the  individual  projects  to  the  nearest  tactical  unit 
for  U»3.  support.  During  the  reporting  period  these  restrictions  on  civic 
action  support  offered  by  25th  Infantry  Division  personnel  in  an  overall  re¬ 
duction  in  the  number  of  civic  action  projects  to  a  level  only  40^  of  that  at 
the  beginning  of  the  quarter, 

(2)  The  MACV  Hamlet  Evaluation  System  (HES)  remains  the  principal  means 
of  measuring  progress  of  pacification  within  the  TADI*  Currently  the  overall 
U.S,  category  ratings  for  the  TAOI  (TADI  25  July  1969)  ares 


HAMLET 

CATEGORT 

POPULATION 

PERCENT 

A 

0 

0 

00.00 

B 

88 

267.332 

14-9.80 

C 

132 

222,278 

41.40 

D 

32 

34,025 

06.38 

E 

8 

2,520 

00.47 

Y 

16 

10,477 

01.95 

ABANDONED 

8 

0 

00.00 

TOTAL 

53^7^ 

100.00 

The  above  ratings  imply  that  in  terms  of  overall  HES  security  and  development 
ratings  91  o2  per  cent  of  the  jjopulation  of  the  TADI  of  25  July  1969*  is  with¬ 
in  GVN  security  and  administration  while  less  than  2  per  cent  is  under  VC 
control*  The  remainder  is  contested  in  its  loyalties  with  the  GVN  gaining 
the  advantage. 

(3)  Phase  I  of  the  1969  Pacification  and  Development  Program  drew  to  a 
close  on  30  June  1969*  Of  the  73  targeted  hamlets  which  were  recorded  in  the 
former  reporting  period,  the  following  progress  was  made  in  tentis  of  HES 
security  ratings* 
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30  April  1969  30  June  1969 


c 

17 

25 

D 

25 

35 

E 

3 

2 

V 

19 

7 

ABANDONED 

9 

3 

deleted/ report 

0 

1 

TOTAL 

73 

73 

(4)  Phase  II  of  the  19^9  Psolficatlon  Plan  has  been  deslma^ted  the  1969 
Accelerated  Paoifloatlon  Cupalgn  doling  the  period  L  July*  1969  through  31 
October  1969.  It  is  Intended  that  the  goals  orginally  scheduled  for  oonple- 
tion  by  the  end  of  the  calendar  year  1969  be  reached  by  31  October  1969« 
There  are  ourrently  52  hamlets  targeted  in  the  TADI  of  25  June  1969  end  their 
current  ratings  in  terms  of  HES  security  factors  ares 

"  eamlet  sbcurity  category  ndmbsr  of  hamlets 

C 

a 

B 

T 

ABANDONED 

TOTAL 

The  goals  of  the  Faoifloation  and  Development  Program  remain  tmobanged  with 
the  emphasis  upon  bringing  90i^  of  the  population  within  GVN  seourl^*.  Cur¬ 
rently  the  status  of  the  population  is  863t  secure  p  lljf  contested  and  3JJ  VC 
controlled  p. 

r,  (Cj  Civic  Action, 

Cl7  The  change  in  coordination  of  eivio  action  operations  due  to  the 
restrictions  Introduced  with  the  Village  Self  Development  Program  has  been 
noted  above  and  the  effect  of  these  restrictions  and  the  atteiqpt  to  pressure 
the  GVN  into  employing  the  channels  and  resources  available  within  Its  own 
jyetom  have  been  stated  previously,  (l*.  B,  (l),.  , 

(2)  MKDCAra^  have  continued  during  this  reporting  period  with  a  total  of 
685  MSDCAPS.  conducted  during  the  quarter  and  5^p365  patients  treated*  This 
represents  somevh&t  cf  a  reduced  nusibsr  of  MBDCAF&  cc^>a^ed  with  last  quairtsr' 
figures  of  723  MEDCAP3  conducted  and  56,389  patients  treated.  The  reduction 
of  MEDCAPS  is  interpreted  as  being  a  direct  result  of  increased  ARVN  and  BF/PP 
MEDCAPS*  There  has  also  been  a  significant  increase  in  the  participation  of 
Vietnamese  personnel  on  U.S,  HEDCAPS* 

(3)  In  conjunctlom  with  the  medical  civic  action  operations  normally  con¬ 
ducted,  a  Special  course  of  instruction  for  RF/PP  medics  was  coordinated 


3 

I 

52 
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thTough  the  IZth  EvRcuation  Hospital  during  May  and  Jxine  i969o  19  medics  were 

trained  and  demonstrated  through  examination  to  have  gained  considerable  know¬ 
ledge  through  the  two  month  course «  A  similax  course  is  being  initiated  at 
the  present  time, 

C^)  From  4-6  Jxme  1969f  a  large  cordon  and  search  operation  was  conducted 
in  An  Tinh  Village  (XT5IOI6O)  Trang  Bang  Distri.ct  on^iloying  elements  of  Company 
A,  2-27th  Infantry,  4^9th  ARVN  Infantry,  493rd,  159th  and  liSth  RF  cottpanies. 
5000  persons  were  gathered  together,  fed,  entertained  ,-nd  given  gifts  while 
the  operation  progressed#  50»000  $¥)1  and  several  thousand  pounds  of  captured 
rice  were  allocated  to  the  operation  through  this  office »■  The  operation  was 
considered  a  militaiy  and  political  success  and  HES  ratings  for  the  hamlets 
of  An  Tinh  Village  have  risen  from  VC  to  contested  ratings  during  this  quar¬ 
ter#  At  the  current  rate  of  progress  the  hamlets  of  An  Tinh  should  attain  a 
secure  status  in  the  coming  quarter# 

(5)  As  previously  stated,  construction  civic  action  projects  were  much 
reduced  during  the  quarter  with  40  kilometers  of  road  constructed  or  repaired, 
five 'bridges  completed',  185  dwellings,  8  churches,  6  dispensaries,  2  market 
places  and  42  schools  cowpleted* 

(6)  Distributions  were  made  to  Vietnamese  civilians  in  the  followir 

categories  and  quantities  from  1  May  1969  to  31  July  1969t  101,000  boaru. 

feet  of  lumber  were  distributed  throughout  the  TADI  along  with  6IO  sheets 
of  tin,  41,000  pounds  of  cement  and  98,500  pounds  of  food# 

(7)  Civic  Action  Imprest  Fund  expenditures  totaled  901,453  $ViC  for  the 
quarter# 

J#  (C)  Psychological  Operations  (PSYOP)# 

(1)  PSIOP  activities  were  in  support,  of  operations  conducted  in  Tay  Ninh 
and  Hau  ETghia  Provinces  and  Phu  Hoa  District  of  Binh  Duong  Province# 

(2)  A  total  of  120,9519353  leaflets  were  disseminated  in  the  Division 
TADI#  This  is  an  increase  of  26,699,600  leaflets  over  the  last  reporting 
period.  Thirty  leaflets  were  developed  and  printed  by  ACofS,  G5,  while  26 
leaLflets  were  developed  and  produced  by  the  6th  P3.Y0P  Battalion  for  the 
Division?, 

(3)  Baring  the  reporting  period,  864  hours  of  air  and  ground  loudspeaker 
broadcasts  were  conducted#  This  represents  a  124  hour  increase  over  the  last 
reporting  period# 

(4)  A  total  of  607  Hoi  Chanh  rallied  to  the  GVN  in  the  25th  Inf ai  try 
Division* s  TAOI,  an  increase  of  312  Hoi  Chanh  for  the  previous  quarter#  The 
increase  in  the  nuniber  of  Hoi  Chanh  is  in  direct  proportion  to  the  number 
of  contacts  and  the  initiation  of  a  PSYOP  campaign,  “Operation  Exploit*  ** 
on  12  June  1969#  The  campaign  targeted  specific  enemy  tinits  operating  in 
the  Division  TADI# 
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2,  Section  2,  Lessons  Learned:  Ccanmanders'  Observations,  Evaluations,  and 

Recomiiiendations ,  (25th  Inf  Div  ORLL,  1  May  -  31  July  I969) 

Ao  PERSONNEL. 

(1)  (U)  ITEM:  Casualty  Accounting. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  The  accounting  system  for  maintaining  and  report¬ 
ing  operational  casualty  statistics  for  the  Division  required  expansion  and 
improvement  in  close  coordination  with  higher  headquarters  to  assure  that 
consistently  accurate  data  is  available  on  a  daily  basis  at  each  level  of 
command. 


(b)  EVALUATION:  Statistics  used  to  determine  the  Division's  monthly 
body  count  ratio  did  not  clearly  differentiate  between  Divisional  and  OPCON 
unit  casualties.  A  system  was  initiated  to  maintain  casualty  accounting  si¬ 
multaneously  in  three  distinct  categories.  Divisional  casualty  data  is  now 
recorded  separately  and  verified  to  correspond  with  casualty  feeder  reports 
submitted  by  organic  subordinate  units,  OPCON  unit  casualties  are  also  re¬ 
corded  separately  for  the  period  such  units  are  under  Divisional  control. 

The  third  category,  a  total  of  the  first  two,  represents  by  day,  month  and 
year,  all  operational  casualties  charged  to  the  Division,  Maintained  daily, 
this  system  has  provided  readily  accessible  information  concerning  all  types 
of  casualty  accounting  and  validates  casualty  reports  submitted  by  the  Divi¬ 
sion,  The  resulting  format  has  been  adapted  for  standard  use  within  II  Field 
Force  Vietnam, 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION;  This  system  be  considered  for  USARV  wide  adop- 
tioiio  (See  sample  format  following  this  page) 

B,  OPERATIONS, 

(1)  (U)  ITEM:  Bunker  Line  Improvement, 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  Maintenance  and  improvement  pf?  defensive  sectors 
of  base  camps  often  does  not  exceed  or  meet  the  rate  of  deterioration, 

(b)  EVALUATION:  Many  units  detail  ,a  noncommissioned  officer  on  a 
daily  roster  basis  to  perform  as  the  bunkerline  NCOIC,  This  system  does  not  ' 
provide  the  continuity  required  for  maintenance  of  warning  devices,  obstacles/ 
sandbags,  ammunition,  and  general  police  of  the  area.  The  appointment  of  a 
permanent  bunkerline  NCOIC,  such  as  an  individual  with  a  medical  profile, 
provides  the  unit  with  constant  supervision  over  the  activities  on  the  bunker- 
line,  The  appearance  of  the  area,  condition  of  equipment,  ammunition  storage, 
and  implementation  of  policy  changes  can  be  continuously  improved, 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION;  That  this  system  be  considered  by  any  unit  with 
a  pennanent  sector  defense  responsibility. 
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(2)  (C)  ITMi  Improvement  of  "Night  Hawk"  Obsexnratlon  Techniques, 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  Experience  has  shown  that  on  "Night  Hawk"  Missions  , 
vrtien  no  moonlight  or  other  natural  illumination  is  available,  the  effective¬ 
ness  of  the  Starlight  Scope  WS-U  is  limited, 

(b)  EVALUATION:  During  the  dry  season,  when  there  is  very  little 
cloud  coverage  and  available  moonlight  or  starlight  is  normally  readily  avail¬ 
able,  the  TVS-li.  Starlight  Scope  is  extremely  effective  in  detecting  enemy 
movement.  However,  with  the  onset  of  the  rainy  season  the  amount  of  natural 
light  available  is  often  restricted  to  the  point  where  an  alternate  source  of 
ligVit  to  activate  the  starlight  scope  is  required.  The  solution  has  been  to 
use  preplanned  artillery  flares  on  an  on-call  basis  from  supported  units. 

IVhen  this  illumination  is  called  for  a  distance  of  five  (5)  to  eight  (8)  kilo¬ 
meters  from  the  area  of  search,  sufficient  light  is  absorbed  by  the  starlight 
scope  for  effective  employment.  An  additional  advantage  to  this  method  is 
that  the  enemy  is  deceived  as  to  the  true  purpose  of  the  illuminationo 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  That  all  units  employing  "Night  Hawk"  missions 
consider  tvhe  use  of  artificial  illumination  as  described  during  periods  of 
limited  available  natxiral  light, 

(.3)  (U)  ITEM:  Wet  Radios  in  0H-6A  (Light  Observation  Helicopter), 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  The  radios  in  the  0H»^  (LOH)  are  positioned  in 
such  a  manner  that  if  the  aircraft  is  on  the  ground  during  a  rain  storm 
there  Is  a  high  probability  of  the  radios  becoming  wet.  It  has  been  found 
that  shoTild  the  radios  become  wet,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  receive  or 
tranamito 

(b)  EVALUATION:  When  the  aircraft  is  to  remain  on  the  ground  for 
an  extended  period  of  time  and  rain  is  forecast,  the  installation  of  the 
front  doow  would  preclude  any  rain  from  wetting  the  radio  compartments  thus 
insxiring  immediate  operation  of  all  radios  on  the  next  flight  mission, 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  That  all  aviation  units  with  assigned  0H-6A  (LOH) 
aircraft  consider  using  this  practical  means  of  preventing  water  damage  to  the 
aircraft  radios, 

(U)  (U)  ITEM:  Airlift  of  D-5  Bulldozer, 

(a)  OBSERVATION;  CH-5U  pilots  have  a  tendency  to  release  the  D-5 
dozer  before  it  is  properly  lined  up  and  prepared  for  drop, 

(b)  EVALUATION:  If  an  aiiroobile  dozer  is  not  properly  lined  up  and 
dropped  onto  the  timber  runners  prepared  at  the  dropsite,  reassembly  is  ex¬ 
tremely  diffictilt. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION;  That  it  be  standard  procedure  when  airlifting 
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a  d-S  dozer  into  a  virgin  work  site  to  strap  3"  ^  12"  tjjnbers  under  each  sot 
of  roUexns,  By  rigging  a  dozer  in  this  manner  the  guess  work  and  manipulation 
is  reduced  extensively  and  the  dozer  does  not  have  the  tendency  to  sink  into 
the  ground  as  would  one  without  the  timbers. 

(5)  (U)  ITEM:  Airlift  of  D-5  Bulldozer. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  Requirements  for  disassembly  of  D-$  dozer  prior 
to  airlift  are  not  standardized. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  On  numerous  occasions  pilots  will  pick  up 

and  airlift  0-5  bulldoze ra  with  only  the  blade  and  t-he  tracks  removed.  On 
the  occasions  when  this  has  occured,  pilots  have  indicated  a  steady  sling 
load  strain  gauge  measurement  of  17,000  pounds.  On  several  other  occasions 
the  pilots  have  refused  to  lift  out  the  D-5  until  all  removeable  items, 

such  as  pans,  hydraulic  arms,  grills,  towing  printle  frame  and  fluid  from 
tlie  tanks  had  been  removed.  These  different  disassembly  requirements  have 
been  observed  when  distance  to  drop  and  refuel  point  have  been  equal  and  the 
density  altitude  has  been  equal,  A  unit  can  be  sure  the  will  pick  the 

dozer  up  if  the  complete  disassembly  is  performed,  however  the  reassembly 
time  is  increased  by  lOOjt,  This  increase  in  time  reduces  tJie  probability 
that  the  dozer  will  complete  its  mission  within  the  prescribed  time, 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  That  standardized  D-5  disassembly  procedures 
be  formulated, 

(6)  (U)  ITEM:  Construction  of  Fire  Support  Bases  In  Areas  Formerly 

Occupied  By  ARVN  Hf  *dspots , 

(a)  OBSERVATION;  The  areas  ai'ound  ARVN  hardspots  are  normally 
heavily  mined  with  anti-personnel  mines  and  attempts  to  place  U.S,  sized 
fli'e  support  bases  in  the  exact  location  has  proven  to  be  extremely  costly 
in  terms  of  the  magnitude  of  the  effort  required  to  clear  the  minefields, 

(b)  EVALUATION:  In  most  instances  U.S,  forces  moving  into  an  ARVN 
hardspot  will  require  considerably  more  real  estate  than  is  usually  avail¬ 
able  in  an  ARVN  hardspot.  To  move  into  the  area  requires  clearing  the  mine¬ 
field  which  is  usually  around  ARVN  facilities  of  this  type.  The  time,  equip¬ 
ment  and  effort  involved  in  an  operation  of  this  type  appears  to  offset  most 
of  the  advantages  to  be  gained, 

(c)  REGOMMENDATICN;  That  removal  of  ARVN  minefields  to  place  a 
U.S,  facility  in  the  same  location  to  be  held  to  an  absolute  minimum, 

(7)  (U)  ITE^I;  Fire  Support  Base  Access  Road  Design, 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  Access  and  interior  roads  for  Fire  Support  Bases 
with  mechanized  elements  are  difficult  to  maintain. 
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(b)  EVALUATION:  Tlie  primary  reason  for  deterioration  of  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  type  roads  is  due  to  neutral  steer  by  track  vehicles, 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  All  access  and  interior  roads  being  constructed 
for  fire  support  bases  be  at  a  tangent  to  the  bem.  This  will  reduce  the 
natural  steer  by  track  vehicles  and  will  reduce  the  amount  of  maintenance  re¬ 
quired  for  their  upkeep, 

(8)  (U)  ITEM:  Land  Clearing  Operations, 

(a)  OBSERVATION;  Clearing  of  hedgerows  and  other  light  vegetation 
can  be  accomplished  quite  effectively  by  use  of  a  heavy  Navy  anchor  chain 
towed  by  two  p7E  bulldozers, 

(b)  EVALUATION;  During  the  initial  clearing  operations  with  the 
anchor  chain,  Ml|8  tanks  were  used  as  prime  movers.  This  placed  an  excess¬ 
ive  strain  on  the  tank  transmissions.  Dozers  were  subsequently  used  with 
excellent  results, 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION;  That  light  land  clearing  by  the  use  of  this 
method  be  considered  whenever  trafficability  of  the  cut  area  permits, 

(9)  (U)  ITEM:  Operator  Protection  For  Land  Clearing  Operations, 

(a)  OBSERVATION;  Nxmerous  bulldozers  have  been  damaged  or  destroyed 
In  land  clearing  operations.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  the  bulldozers  suffer 
extensive  damage;  however,  the  operators  are  seldom  seriously  injured.  Ear 
damage  as  a  result  of  tlie  noise  has  been  the  most  predominate  injury. 

(b)  EVALUATICN;  The  mass  of  the  bulldozer  protects  the  operator 
from  the  violence  of  the  explosion  and  the  noise  is  the  major  cause  of  opera¬ 
tor  injury. 

(c)  RECCMMEUDATION ;  That  all  bulldozer  operators  involved  in  land 
clearing  operations  be  required  to  wear  earplugs  as  ear  protection, 

(10)  (U)  ITEM;  Maintenance  of  Roads  and  Fire  Support  Bases  During  The 

Rainy  Season, 

(a)  OBSERVATION;  Many  of  the  secondary'-  roads  in  the  Brigade, 
2^th  Infantiy  Division,  AO  were  sufficient  for  the  traffic  they  were  re¬ 
quired  to  bear  during  the  dry  season  but,  with  the  advent  of  significant 
rainfall,  they  rapidly  deteriorated,  developing  ruts  and  soft  spots, 

(b)  EVALUATION;  A  cursory  examination  revealed  that  in  most  cases 
the  deterioration  was  attributable  to  hasty  repair  at  an  earlier  date  em¬ 
ploying  inferior  material, 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION;  Whenever  possible,  good  laterite  or  even  rock 
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should  be  enployed  in  the  repair  of  roads ,  Even  if  the  repair  is  expedient 
rather  than  deliberate,  the  use  of  good  material  with  the  concomitant  greater 
time  and  equipsment  usage  necessitated  is  more  than  recompensed  by  the  longer 
li-fe  and  grtator  stability  of  the  roads  so  repaired, 

(11)  (b)  ITEM;  Helipad  Construction. 

(a'  OBSERVATION;  The  use  of  rubber  membrane  for  helicopter  landing 
pads  leads  to  continual  maintenace  problems, 

(t'  EVALUATION:  The  construction  of  smal.l  helipads  at  fire  support 
bases  has  often  involved  extensive  groiind  preparations  as  a  prerequisite  for 
the  emplacement  of  rubber  membrane.  The  membrane  deteriorates  rapidly  undt^r 
normal  usage  and  once  ripped  presents  continued  inspection  and  patching  prob¬ 
lems  and  a  hazard  to  Anny  aviation, 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  That  M8A1  matting  be  employed  in  all  furtlier 
helipad  constmetion.  It  requires  little  site  preparation,  minimal  main¬ 
tenance  and  is  reusable, 

(12)  (U)  ITEM;  Drainage  Of  Extremely  Level  Fire  Support  Bases. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  provide  proper  drain¬ 
age  facilities  for  fire  support  bases  which  are  located  in  verj*-  level  areas, 

(b)  EVAJjUATICN;  Level  areas  provide  no  differential  elevation  from 
which  water  can  drain.  Without  this  ininoff,  standing  water  results.  Vehicles 
and  personnel  turn  those  areas  into  muddy  quagmires.  To  insure  proper  traf- 
ficability,  it  is  imperative  that  the  water  be  removed  frem,  the  iiiterior  of 
the  fire  support  base  as  quickly  as  possible.  It  has  been  found  that  if  a 
dozer  prepares  a  large  deep  slit  trench  outside  of  the  fire  support  base  berm, 
water  can  be  drained  into  this  sump.  The  water  is  then  forced  back  into  the 
water  table.  The  effectiveness  of  this  procedure  for  disposing  of  runoff 
decreases  as  the  water  table  rises  and  the  soil  becomes  saturated  due  to  the 
monsoon  season.  The  effectiveness  of  this  procedure  is  also  dependent  upon 
the  permeability  of  the  soil  in  the  particular  area. 

(c)  RECCMMENDATION:  That  the  above  method  be  considered  as  an  ef¬ 
fective  means  of  draining  water  from  level  fire  support  bases, 

(13)  (B)  ITEM;  Land  Clearing  With  Divisional  Engineer  Battalion  Bull- 

Dozer  Assets, 

(a)  OBSERVATION;  The  normal  employment  of  the  land  clearing  company, 
i,e,  in  mass,  is  highly  effective.  However,  in  seme  cases  where  clearing  is 
being  done  near  populated  areas,  the  full  impact  of  this  massive  clearing 
capability  can  create  an  impression  upon  the  local  populace  of  a  vulgar  im¬ 
position  upon  their  traditional  property  ri^ts.  This  unfavorable  impression 
can  be  alleviated  by  use  of  small  larxd  clearing  exercises  conducted  with 
divisional  engineer  battalion  assets. 
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(b)  SViLUillOKi  This  «aall  land  ol*Aring  oapabilltj  Maintained  wi th¬ 
in  the  dlTieloti.s?.  engineer  battalion  allows  iBwediate  response  to  requests 
froM  GTB  officials  ►  This  will  also  pro  wide  aura  of  restraint  whlii  would 
prOTlde  a  psychological  nood  that  could  greatly  assist  the  pacification  effort* 
Clearing  In  this  nanner,  however,  with  doaers  organic  to  the  engineer  battaHon 
severely  detracts  from  the  oiqpablllty  to  provide  adequate  oonbat  engineer  sup¬ 
port# 

(oT  BSCOMMEillDJyriOI]  I  That  the  divisional  engineer  battalion  be  equipped 
with  six  (6)  DTV  dosers  ooiq>lete  with  Koae  Plow  hits  to  aoooi^llsh  the  oleax^^ng. 
requlrenents  described  above*. 

Cl^t)  Itkm  Self  Help  On  Fire  Ss^port  Base  Drainage  Fi’oblens. 

(&)'  OBSEEVATIOH't  The  drainage  problens  at  fire  support  bases  can 
be  lessened  considerably  If  tenent  units  apply  self  help  toward  this  end# 

Cb)'  SVi^UATIDIU  Ih  order  to  aocoaqjllsh  the  above,  units  mist  prepare 
snail  runoff  trenches  from  low  areas  so  that  drainage  will  occur*  A  good 
quality  fill  dan  then  be  provided  in  siuill  quantities  wlth> organic  vehicles* 

The  fill  Bust  be  contacted  with  vehicles*  This  conqiactlon  will  preclude 
quagmires.  If  drainage  cannot  be  acoooqjllshed  with  trenches,  small  centrifu¬ 
gal  punqps  can  be  used  to  move  the  standing  water  outside  of  the  fire  svq>port 
base*  Tenent  units  nust  have  proper  driver  discipline  to  preclude  culvert 
ends  from  belig  crushed  and  to  preclude  vehicles  from  driving  in  drainage 
ditches# 


(o))  BEQOMHEHOihriDlEi  That  tenant  units  In  fire  support  bases  apply 
self  help  to  the  maximum  extent  nosslble  to  assist  In  alleviating  their  drain¬ 
age  problems* 

(I5I*  ITBM*  Banker  Chris  tractions 

(a)  OBSKHVATIDHi  Bunkers  constructed  by  non-engineer  units  are 
quite  often;  structurally  unsound  and  constitute  a-  safety  haaard# 

(bX  KFALUATIDlIa  In  order  to  insure  adequate  bunkers  in;  the  Efci vision; 
AT#  constructing  units  must  adheire  to  sound  construction  procedures  which 
have  been  published  by  the  Division  Bhglneer#  Technical  assistance  will  be 
provided  by  the  supporting  engineer  elements*  This  guidance  must  be  followed# 

Cc)  RBCDMMENQAflLlDIEi  That  continued  emphasis  be  placed  on  sound  bun¬ 
ker  construction  procedures  and  that  supporting  engineer  elements  continue 
detailed  technical  Inspections  to  Insure  proper  construction  procedures  are 
being  followed# 

(I6T/  (U)  ITBM«  PaSDF  Exploitation  of  Base  Camp  BBq>loy6es# 

(aj  OBSBIEVAriOHj.  During  the  reporting  period,,  PSXDPiJ  WBre..W0R<hlwted 
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at  Cu  Chi  Base  Ca»p  main  gate,  targeting  base  camp  emploTees,  JDSPAO  tai>e8 
consisting  of  misic,  news  and  information  were  used, 

(b)  EVALUATION;  It  was  discovered  that  the  music  ot  the  tape  was 

quite  dated.  The  average  base  camp  employee  is  e3q)osed  to  cui  ent  news  and 
music  via  radio  and  sometimes  television.  It  was  discovered  in  the  course 
of  playing  the  prepared  JUSPAO  tapes  that  there  was  an  adverse  reaction  to 
this  on  the  part  of  the  base  camp  employees.  The  overwhelming  majority  of 
the  workers  questioned  indicated  that  they  would  rather  hear  current  pop¬ 
ular  Vietnamese  music  rather  than  old  songs  and  GVN  propaganda.  New  tapes 
wit'^  popular  music  were  purchased  and  the  base  camp  employees  were  immed¬ 
iately  receptive  to  this,  * 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION;  When  trying  to  reach  a  target  audience  through 
various  PSIOP  media,  the  product  should  be  thoroughly  pretested  to  insure  that 
the  message,  whether  it  is  music,  news  or  information,  is  effective, 

(17)  (C)  ITHl;  Leaflets  Disseminated  By  Artilleiy, 

(a)  OBSERVATION;  Tests  conducted  utilizing  the  105mm  MSI;  leaflet 
round  show  high  malfunction  rates.  Only  one  round  of  ten  functioned  prop¬ 
erly.  Three  rounds  failed  to  fire  and  six  failed  to  detonate, 

(b)  EVALUATION;  The  leaflet  round  of  a— UTOj^tioBD  IS  «xtreBia]^R56ld',  . 
New  type  fuzes  are  not  interchangable  with  tue  fuzes  on  the  leaflet  rounds, 

(c)  RECCMMENDATION ;  F\urther  testing  is  requiared  utilizing  different 
lots  of  amnnmition, 

(18)  (C)  ITEM;  Air  Scout  Teams, 

(a)  OBSERVATICN:  Air  scout  teams  are  currently  targeted  and  directed 
by  the  S-2  Section  at  brigade.  Teams  are  targeted  over  several  suspected  areas 
during  a  mission  to  insure  the  broadest  utilization  of  air  time, 

(b)  EVALUATION;  This  concept  maximizes  the  target  acquisition  capac¬ 
ity  of  the  air  scout  team.  It  does  not  provide  effective  controls  for  the 
ground  commander  over  the  air  scout  team  when  it  is  operational  in  his  area. 

The  team,  because  of  its  multiple  targeting  often  tr«nsl;b»  severeG.  areas  of 
operation  during  each  mission, 

(c)  RECCMMENDATION;  That  the  scout  teams  continue  to  be  targeted 
by  the  brigade  S-2  but  each  must  be  thoroughly  briefed  on  all  ground  ele¬ 
ments  operating  in  its  reconnaissance  zone.  During  the  reconnaissance,  the 
team  must  contact  each  element  by  reidio  as  it  enters  a  new  area.  Radio  con¬ 
tact  is  established  to  insure  that  the  team  possesses  the  latest  friendly  and 
enemy  information  and  to  establish  a  channel  for  clearance  for  fires.  Troop 
safety  thxis  is  enhanced  and  more  rapid  response  to  sightings  is  assured. 
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(19)  (a)  ITEM;  M-72  lAW. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  When  in  contact,  the  M-72  LAW  is  often  not  em¬ 
ployed  because  Individual  riflemen  who  carry  the  LAW  think  only  cf  using 
their  M-l6  rifles  when  in  contact, 

(b)  EVALUATION:  The  LAW  is  a  highly  effective  weapon  and  its  use 
should  not  be  overlooked.  The  problems  of  employment  can  be  solved  if  one 
rifleman  per  squad  is  permanently  designated  to  employ  LAWS  when  the  unit 
is  in  contact  with  the  enemy.  This  method  not  only  insures  that  the  M-72 
lAW  will  be  employed  as  early  in  the  contact  as  possible  but  also  facilitates 
control  of  the  weapon  by  the  \init  leader. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  That  one  rifleman  per  rifle  squad  be  designated 
specifically  to  employ  the  M-72  lAW. 

(20)  (c)  ITEM;  Combined  Operations, 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  During  ccanbined  operations,  command  relationship 
problems  hinder  and  confiose  the  situation  due  to  the  lack  of  clear-cut  com¬ 
mand  channels  or  dual  command  channels, 

(b)  EVALUATICK:  When  U,S,  and  ARVN  elements  conduct  combined  opera¬ 
tions,  the  lack  of  a  definitely  stated  command  group  hinders  the  operations. 
Reaction  and  control  responsiveness  for  the  entire  command  is  hampered.  With 
one  single  command  group,  all  force  commanders  are  able  to  operate  more  ef¬ 
fectively, 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  That  a  clearly  established  command  group  in¬ 
cluding  both  U,S,  and  Vietnamese  elements  be  employed  to  control  each  opera¬ 
tion.  The  commander  of  the  largest  element  of  the  operation  should  be  des¬ 
ignated  to  control  the  operation, 

(21)  (C)  ITEM;  Kit  Carson  Scouts, 

(a)  OBSERVATIOT:  The  Kit  Carson  scout  has  proved  to  be  an  invalu¬ 
able  asset.  His  ability  to  search  the  terrain  for  information  concerning 
mines  and  booby  traps  and  his  ability  to  gain  information  from  the  local 
population  have  assisted  greatly  in  daily  operations, 

(b)  EVALUATION;  More  Kit  Carson  scouts  should  be  assigned  to  each 

platoon, 

(c)  RECCMMENDATION :  That  at  least  two  Kit  Carson  scouts  be  assigned 
to  each  platoon, 

(22)  (C)  ITEM:  Ambush  Missions, 

(a)  OBSERVATION;  Personnel  on  ambush  missions  have  been  engaging 
the  enemy  before  the  enemy  is  within  the  "kill  zone," 
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(b)  EVALUATION;  The  aabuah  can  be  a  highly  effective  tactic.  How¬ 
ever,  premature  engagement  yields  fewer  body  count  and  compromises  the  ambush 
location. 


(c)  REGCtH'IENnATION:  All  personnel,  especially  newly-arrived  replace¬ 
ments,  must  be  trained  not  to  engage  until  the  enemy  is  well  within  the  "kill 
zone."  Authority  to  engage  should  not  be  delegated  below  the  level  of  squad 
leader  a  d  under  ideal  circumstances,  should  be  retained  by  the  ambush  leader. 

(23)  (C)  ITEM;  Command  Armored  Personnel  Carriers. 

(a)  OBSERVATION;  When  a  mechanized  unit  is  in  contact  with  the 
enemy,  the  enemy  concentrates  his  fire  on  the  ccanmand  vehicles^ 

(b)  EVALUATION;  The  command  APG's  are  easily  identified  by  their 
antennas  and  location  in  the  formation  making  them  a  prime  target. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION;  That  command  APC's  tie  down  their  antennas  and 
vary  their  location  in  the  formation.  It  has  been  determined  that  with  the 
antennas  tied  down  the  units  are  still  able  to  conatunicate  with  their  ele¬ 
ments. 

(2U)  (C)  ITEM;  Continued  CoB&ined:  Operations, 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  The  combat  efficiency  of  ARVN  and  RF/PF  has 
greatly  increased  through  continued  emphasis  on  ccxabined  operations. 

(b)  EVALUATION;  ARVN  and  RF/PF  can  be  utilized  to  good  advantage 
in  reconnaissance  and  airmobile  operations  to  increase  operational  area 
coverage.  Utilization  of  these  forces  results  in  «n  economy  of  n,S,  forces 
without  the  resultant  loss  of  aggressiveness  and  coverage  in  an  operational 
area. 


(c)  REGOMI'IENDATION;  That  continued  emphasis  be  placed  on  combined 
operations  as  both  an  operational  and  training  consideration, 

(25)  (C)  ITEM;  Execution  Of  An  Intelligence  Orientated  Raid, 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  A  comprehensive  plan  of  maneuver  and  fire  support 
must  be  implemented  in  order  to  insure  a  reasonable  chance  of  success  when 
exploiting  intelligence.  Surprise  must  be  considered. 

(b)  EVALUATION;  A  hastily  executed  reaction  to  intelligence  in¬ 
formation  often  produces  little,  if  any,  results.  In  addition,  reaction 
which  achieves  little  gain  discredits  intelligence  oriented  operations,  com¬ 
promises  potential  sources  of  further  information,  and  squanders  combat  as¬ 
sets  more  profitably  employed  in  other  areas  against  other  targets, 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION;  That  operations  reacting  to  intelligence 
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infonaatlon  be  well  planned  and  coordinated  and  capitalize  on  the  principle 
of  surprise.  The  operation  described  in  the  report  at  Tab  F  was  built  around 
the  principle  of  surprise.  Current  operational  techniques  by  the  implement¬ 
ing  battalion  were  altered  to  hit  the  enemy  where  and  when  he  least  e:qpected. 
Detailed  planning  was  evident  throughout  the  operation.  Close  coordination 
between  the  maneuver  commander  and  his  various  fire  support  agencies  produced 
overwhelming  effective  firepower  at  the  critical  area  at  the  critical  time. 

The  Wa.s  followed  exactly,  especially  during  the  crucial,  initial  five 
minutes  when  the  gunships  and  artillery  fires  achieved  the  initial  surprise 
and  destruction  and  the  infantry  troops  gained  entry  into  the  objective  area. 
Once  the  troops  were  on  the  ground,  the  commander  was  able  to  direct  the 
massive  fires  available  to  him  to  destroy  the  meudmum  number  of  enemy.  His 
maneuver  elements  were  directed  to  areas  to  exploit  this  firepower  to  the 
maximum.  The  maneuver  elements  were  able  to  stay  on  the  ground  for  an  ex¬ 
tended  period  of  time  to  gain  maximum  advantage  of  the  enemy  in  confusion 
and  the  supporting  fires.  The  flexibility  of  the  airmobile  concept  enabled 
the  troops  to  bo  extracted  at  any  time.  Command  and  control  was  near  perfect 
throughout  the  operation.  Operating  from  the  CjcC  ship,  the  commander  was 
able  to  adequately  control  his  maneuver  elements  and  all  supporting  aircraft. 
Sitting  next  to  him  the  artillery  LNO  delivered  decisive  firepower  at  the  time 
and  place  desired.  The  commander  of  the  assault  helicopter  ccmpany  flying 
the  C&C  ship  was  able  to  pass  essential  information,  such  as  target  description, 
artillery  air  data,  and  holding  patterns  to  other  supporting  aircraft  on  DHF 
rather  than  clogging  the  battalion  FM  command  net  with  this  traffic.  Only 
fire  commands  wore  necessary  on  the  command  net.  The  entire  operation  wais 
a  model  of  combat  efficiency  and  effectiveness  -  a  goal  constantly  sought 
but  seldom  achieved. 

(26)  (C)  IT0H:  Targeting  and  Destruction  of  Small  Groups  of  Enemy, 

(a)  OBSERVATICN :  Recently,  the  enemy  has  begun  to  operate  In  many 
small  groups, 

(b)  EVALDATIONs  Continuous  sweep  operations  by  friendly  forces 
have  forced  the  enemy  to  disperse  his  main  force  units  to  avoid  annihil¬ 
ation,  This  presents  an  outstanding  opportunity  to  isolate  these  groups, 
target  against  then,  and  destroy  them  with  massive  firepower, 

(c)  RECCMMEINDATION:  That  once  small  groups  of  enemy  are  known 
to  be  in  an  area,  they  should  be  fixed  by  ground  forces  and  destroyed  by 
firepower.  Close  coordination  between  all  available  intelligence  sources 
and  the  operations  section  is  essential  to  the  success  of  the  mission, 

(27)  (C)  ITEM:  Rapid  Reaction  To  Intelligence. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  Much  of  our  current  intelligence  has  little  or 
limited  value  unless  appropriate  Immediate  reaction  is  implemented. 

(b)  EVALUATION;  Information  from  Hoi  Chanh's,  PW's,  agents  and 
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other  8om*ce5  becomea  valuelesa  unleaa  we  exploit  it  quickly.  The  eneay 
-realiaea  that  PVT' a  and  Hoi  Chanh'a  reveal  hia  looationa  and  plana  and  will 
not  reaaln  atatlo  once  he  haa  been  conproMlaed. 

(c)  RBCGMKENIUTIONt  That  all  critical  Infomatlon  Muat  be  Imed- 
lately  available  to  the  operations  sections  •  Without  this  Infomatlon^  it 
becoeiea  difficult  If  not  iapoasible  to  provide  an  effective  reaction  io'  efflv} 
plolt  the  Information  or  Intelllgenoe.  Constant  emphaala  must  be  placed  on 
accurate  reporting  and  sharing  of  Intelllgenoe  at  all  levels, 

(28)  (G)  ITSfi  Upgrading  Vletnaaese  Forces, 

(a)  QBSERVATIQNi  Cooiblned  operations  are  an  effective  means  of 
Tq>gradlng  Vietnamese  forces, 

(b)  EVALUATION:  Combined  operations,  when  coordinated  properly 
will  lead  to  Vietnamese  recommendations  as  to  targets  and  planning,  and  to 
an  Increase  In  Independent  Vietnamese  operations, 

(o)  BSCOMKENDATICNt  That  whenever  possible,  combined  operations 
stress  active  Vietnamese  participation.  For  example,  Vietnamese  oommanders 
and  staff  should  ride  side  by  side  with  U,S,  counterparts  when  oonduoting 
almoblle  operations, 

(29)  (C)  ITS!:  Reduction  Of  Booby  Trap  Casualties: 

(a)  OBSE3VATION:  The  enemy  is  extremely  proflolent  In  the  employ¬ 
ment  and  camouflage  of  booby  traps, 

(b)  EVALUATION:  The  enemy  habitually  employs  mines  and  boooy  irii|>s 
in  areas  that  friendly  forces  normally  pass  throujdi  or  use  as  night  defmaslTe 
positions,  and  surrounding  those  areaS'  he  Intends  to  utilise  himself  as  oaohe 
sites  or  base  camp  areas,  AH  of  these  devices  are  esqpertly  rigged  and  camou¬ 
flaged. 


(0)  RECOMMENDATION  I  When  on  the  move,  units  should  stay  In  anu 
covered  with  heavy  grass  and  should  heed  areas  In  which  grass  appears  a 
different  color  from  surrounding  areasj  these  areas  normally  contain  mines 
or  booby  tri^s.  Any  item  encountered  outside  a  friendly  perimeter  should  be 
considered  booby  trapped  and  treated  as  such.  Troops  must  be  suids  aware 
that  Junctions  of  paddy  dikes  and  old  AFC  and  tank  tracks  are  usually  mined, 
Kit  Carson  scouts  are  an  excellent  means  of  gathering  intelllgenoe  from  the 
local  poF\ilaoe  oonoemlng  booby  traps.  Constant  emp^sis  on  the  subjeot 
combined  with  the  buddy  system  of  having  one  experlenoed  soldier  work  with 
a  new  man  Is  on  effeotive  means  of  reducing  friendly  casual ties*  Za  addltie&i 
liberal  reconnaissance  by  fire  with  M-79's  and  in  sene  oases  by  M-72  LAV'S 
Is  an  effeotive  method  of  defoliating  thlok  hedgerows  and  detonatii^;  or  ex¬ 
posing  hidden  "dnes  and  booby  traps. 
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(30)  (C)  ITEM:  Destruction  of  the  Enomy  When  Fighting  In  Built  Up 

Areas, 

(a)  OBSERVATICN:  In  built  up  areas,  the  enemy  often  utilizes  bun¬ 
kers  and  tunnel  systems  to  defend  the  area  and  move  fran  one  position  to  an¬ 
other. 


(b)  EVALUATION:  In  built  up  areas,  a  largo  majority  of  the  houses 
contain  extremely  well-built  bvtnkers  and  are  connected  by  tunnels.  The  enemy 
often  fires  on  friendly  forces  from  one  area,  and  once  his  location  is  pin¬ 
pointed,  will  rapidly  move  to  another  point  in  the  village  to  fire  on  the 
flanks  or  the  rear  of  friendly  forces, 

(c)  RECQIMENDATION :  When  fighting  in  built  up  areas,  maximum  use 
should  be  made  of  medium  and  heavy  artillery  with  delayed  action  fuzes,  Air 
strikes  with  750  pound  delay  fuzed  bomba  should  bo  requested.  Troops  search¬ 
ing  the  au:ea  must  move  slowly  and  search  several  buildings  concurrently. 

Flame  throwers  are  extremely  useful  in  clearing  bunkers,  but  because  of  the 
weight  factor,  should  be  retained  in  the  rear  and  sent  fonrard  as  requested, 

(31)  (U)  ITEM:  The  Frequency  of  Road  Mining  Incidents  On  Unimproved 

Roads, 

(a)  OBSERVATICN:  It  has  been  observed  that  the  frequency  of  mining 
incidents  is  inversely  proportional  to  the  quality  of  the  road  surface, 

(b)  EVALUATION:  TL  6A  was  recently  upgraded  with  rock  and  laterite 
fill  and  then  capped  with  a  peneprime  coating.  The  decrease  in  mining  activity 
was  immediately  evident,  TL  7A,  which  received  only  periodic  grading,  was 
mined  seventeen  (17 )  times  during  the  month  of  June  despite  increased  emphasis 
on  coxxnteimining  activities, 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  That  efforts  be  made  to  continuously  upgrade 
secondary  roads  to  fire  support  bases  and  other  facilities  in  an  effort  to 
reduce  road  mining  incidents, 

C.  TRAINING, 

(1)  (U)  ITEM:  Replacement  Training, 

(a)  OBSERVATICN:  In  spite  of  the  excellent  school  system  for  re¬ 
placements,  there  exists  a  need  for  further  orientation  of  replacements  up¬ 
on  their  arrival  in  the  unit, 

(b)  EVALUATIC^:  Newly  arrived  personnel  must  be  made  aware  of  what 
is  eaqjected  of  them  during  operations.  They  must  be  continually  advised  and 
supervised  until  they  can  be  expected  to  carry  out  their  duties  with  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  supervision.  In  addition  to  intenriews  and  briefings  by  platoon  and 
squad  leaders,  replacements  should  be  assigned  a  "buddy",  i,e,  a  combat  ex¬ 
perienced  Squad  member  who  will  guide  the  replacement  until  h®  is  able  to 
function  without  his  "buddy's"  assistance. 
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(c)  RECOMMENDATION r  That  iinits  instltuto  a.  "buddy  syatem"  to  guaraintoe 
the  effective  assimilation  of  replacements  into  their  new  unit. 

(2)  (C)  ITEMi  Booby  Trap  Casualties. 

(a)  OBSERVATIOKi  There  has  been  an  Increase  in.  booby  trap  casualties 
during  the  past  90  days. 

(b)  EVALUATION!  Investigation  reveals  an  increase  in.  the  enemy's 
employment  of  booby  traps  within  the  TAOR.  In  at  least  one  instance  several 
casualties  resulted  by  a  new  man  not  giving  warning  to  others  when  he  had 
tripped  a  wire  and  "froze".  Other  similar  incidents  were  caused  by 
experienced  personnel r 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION!  That  increased  emphasis  be  placed  at  unit  level 
on  booby  trap  detection  and  immediate  action  to  be  taken  should  one  be 
tripped.  In  addition,  continued  emphasis  be  placed  on  adequate  dispersion  of 
individuals  while  on  operations  in  the  field » 

( J)  (Cr)  ITKHi  Maintenance  of  a  High  Level  of  Individual  Training, 

(a)  OBSERVATION!  Turnover  in  troop  strength  is  so  rapid  that  many 
basic  fundamentals  are  not  stressed. 

(b)  EVALUATIDNi  As  a  result,  the  combat  effectiveness  of  the  unit 
is  reduced, 

(c) '  RECOMMENDATION  1  The  Division's  cavalry  sq\uidron  has  alleviated 
this  problem  by  using  stand  downs  for  informal  instruction  in  basic  funda¬ 
mentals  such  as  headspace  and  timing,  fields  of  fire,  construction  of  effec¬ 
tive  foxholes, 

(4)  (U)  ITEH*  Training  of  Generator  Operators, 

(al  0BSER.VATI0N4  Replacement  personnel,  regardless  of  rank,  are 
arriving  at  Division  units  conpletely  unfamlliu*  with  maintenance  and  oper¬ 
ational  procedures  for  power  generating  equipment.  This  lack  of  prior 
training,  coupled  with  the  extreme  operating  conditions  that  exist  here  in 
Vietnam,  has  been  the  cause  of  ninety  percent  of  all  generator  failures, 
within  the  Division, 

(b/  SVALUATIOHt  There  are  numerous  generators  in  operation  throughi- 
out  this  Division',  in  various  sizes  and  manufactured  by  a  mull^itude  of  coiq>anles. 
No  matter  what  size,  or  the  manufacturer,  the  principles  of  operation  and  the 
pireventive  maintenance  services  are  very  similar  on  all  generators.  The  Army 
has  designed  their  generators  to  operate  under  extreme  conditions  and  they  will, 
providing  they  are  maintained  daily  by  trained,  coD?)etent  operators, 

Cc)  BBOOMMENQATlONa  The  72^5th  Maintenance  BAttallon  has  developed  and 
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put  Into  action  a  continuing  formal  training  program  for  aO-l  generator  operators 
and  supervisors  throxighout  the  Division ••  These  classes  have  helped  in  reducing 
generator  failure  but  additional  command  emphasis  at  unit  level  must  be  placed 
on  operator  training,  maintenance  programs  and  supervision.  In  addition, 
commanders  must  ensure  that  only  qualified  personnel,  properly  licensed,  are 
operating  generators.  The  additional  command  emphasis  on  this  problem  will 
ensure  that  the  units  attain  the  maximuin  operational  life  from  their  generators, 

(5)  rraWf  Night  firing. 

Ca)  OBSSRVATIOB^  Inexperienced  personnel  have  a  tendency  to  fire  high 
during  the  hours  of  darkness, 

(b)  EVALDATIDNi  Experience  has  shown  that  programmed  practice  night 
firing  at  55  gallon  drums  increases  accuracy  and  confidence  in  engaging  targets 
during  the  hours  of  darkness, 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION  I  That  a  continuous  night  firing  training  program 
is  necessary  to  maintain  the  required  l<r  rol  of  proficiency, 

(6)  (0)  TTBMi  Training  in  the  Transportation  of  Volatile  Puels, 

(a.)  OBSERVATIOSi  The  requiireraent  to  transport  volatile  fuel  necessi¬ 
tates  additional  training  of  driver  personnel  in  the  handling  of  this  commodity, 

(b)  EVALDATIDNi  The  high  volatility  of  fuels  transported  by  the 
Supply  and  Transportation  Battalion,  especially  JP4,  continues  to  pi*esent  a 
safety  problem  to  the  tanker  operator^  By  TOE  and  IDS  the  tanker  operator  is 
only  a  heavy  vehicle  operator!  however,  he  is  required  to  handle  the  loading 
and  discharging  of  his  tanker  in  addition  to  the  operation  of  its  equipment. 

To  insure  the  highest  state  of  safety  exists  in  this  area,  extensive  training 
has  been  initiated  by  qualified  petroleum  personnel  on  a  continuing  basi*. 

This  training  provides,  in  addition  to  the  Vehicle  Operator's  Permit,  Standard. 
Form  46,  qualifying  training  on  the  tankers'  punping  system,  and  terminates 
with  the  Issuance  of  a  Fuel  Handler's  Permit, 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION!  That  all  tanker  or  fuel  dispenser  operators  be 
required  to  attend  similar  training  and  that  consideration  be  given  to  submitting 
a.  recommendation  to  Department  of  the  Army  to  provide  this  training  for  all  heavy 
truck  operators  destined  for  RVN  duty, 

(?)  (D)'  ITEM*  Training  for  Forklift  Operators, 

(a)  OBSERVAIIOMi  Additional  OJT  is  required  for  forklift  operators, 

(b)  EVALUATIONt  Personnel  arriving  in  RVN  as  qualified  forklift  oper¬ 
ators  (MOS  76V20)'  are  found  to  be  lacking  sufficient  training  applicable  to  a 
tactical  situation.  In  order  to  effectively  utilize  these  personnel,  it  is 
necessary  to  ..provide  them  with  ^proximately  tm>  weeka  of  supervised  .CUT  to  insure 
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proper  equipment  utilization.  This  training  period,  although  necessary,  reduces 
the  unit's  operating  capability  while  it  is  In  progress » 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION I  That  forklift  operators  destined  for  RVN  be  given 
additional  MDS  training  applicable  to  operations  in  a  tactical  environment. 

D.  INTELLIGENCE 

(1)  (Cj  ITEM I  Order  of  Battle  Handbooks. 

(a^  OBSERVATION!  S2*s  at  both  brigade  and  battalion  level  needed  a 
readily  available  listing  of  enemy  codes,  letter  box  numbers  (LBN's),  and 
infiltration  group  numbers  which  could  be  used  for  field  exploitation  of  docu¬ 
ments. 

(b)  EVALUATIDNi  In  response  to  the  above  requirement,  the  Order  of 
Battle  Section,  25th  Military  Intelligence  Detachment,  compiled  a  listing  of  ! 
eneiny  codes,  letter  box  numbers,  and  infiltration  group  numbers  from  organic 
files  and  published  these  listings  in  the  fonn  of  three  handbooks, „ The  hand¬ 
books  were  designed  so  that  they  could  easily  be  carried  to  the  field  in  the 
pockets  of  the  standard  jungle  fatigues.  This  portable  data,  base  provided 

S2*s  with  a  capability  of  conducting  immediate  field  exploitation  of  docu*- 
ments*. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION 8  That  this  procedure  be  made  a  practice  in  other 
divisions, 

(2)  (C)  ETSBi  Duffel  Bag  Targeting  Procedures. 

(a)  OBSERVATIQNi  Camouflaged  seismic,  magnetic,  acoustic  and  infrared 
sensors  continue  to  bo  employed  in  the  25th  Infantry  Division  TAOR  to  detect 
activity  along  enemy  routes  of  infiltration  and  linos  of  communications. 

Sensors  wore  used  for  offensive,  defensive,  and  intelligence  missions  during 
the  period  1  May  to  31  July  1969. 

(bj  EVALDATIDNi  Thirteen  areas  were  seeded  with  a  total  of  282  sensors. 
Each  sensor  site  was  provided  with  coverage  by  artillery  fire.  Artillery  respond¬ 
ed  to  sensor  activations  as  a  result  of  fire  mission  requests  from  monitoring 
stations ►  Confirmation  of  enemy  activity  and  results  were  obtained  through  the 
use  of  ground  forces  or  aerial  reconnaissance.  It  is  reasonably  certain  from 
blood  trails  and  graves  in  the  vicinity  of  sensor  locations,  and  destroyed  equip¬ 
ment,  that  Duffel  Bag  devices  contributed  significantly  to  the  preemption  of  the 
enemy's  movements  in  the  Division  TAOI,.  Sensor  activations,  have  directly  result¬ 
ed  in  Increased  attrition  of  enemy  forces  and  material,  at  the  same  time  acting 
in  an  economy  of  force  role, 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION  I  Operations  using  Duffel  Bag  devices  should  be 
increased,  and  the  devices  should  be  made  an  item  of  issue  to  Division  units. 
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(3)  (O)  ITEMS  Use  of  Hand  Held  Aerial  rhotography, 

(a)  OBSERVATION  ti  A  difficulty  aseoclated  with  air  Implaced  sensors 
ha6  uuen  in  ol  v^a.iijnig  accurate  sensor  locations  for  precision  artillery 
engagoiiiont  of  targets  devolopedo  To  obtain  the  accuracy  needed,  a  C3  grenade 
was  attached  to  each  sensor  which  produced  desired  marking  of  the  area  whore 
the  sensor  Impacted^  A  hand-h''ld  camera  was  used  to  take  a  photo  of  the  C2 
cloud  where  the  sensor  impacted  and  then  the  photo  was  comi)ared  to  a  mosaic 
ol  the  same  area,,  A  CE  grenade  was  used  because  of  its  long  burning  fuse 
element  bursting  the  cannlster  at  ground  level  when  dropped  from  I5OO  feet„ 
artillery  was  adjusted  into  the  area  after  implantation  to  mask  the  sensor 
mission  and  deceive  any  enemy  who  may  have  observed  the  CS  cloud  marking  the 
sensor  location,„ 

(b)  EVALUATION?  This  method  has  proven  very  effective  and  extremely 
accurate,  Comparison  of  hand  held  photographs  with  a  photo  mosaic  of  the  same 
are  has  provided  UTH  coordinate  readout  accurate  to  the  nearest  10  motors. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION j  That  CS  grenades  be  attached  to  air  delivered 
sensors  to  provide  marking  of  sensor  locations  and  that  hand-hold  photos  be 
ta'.en  of  CS  clouds  and  be  compared  against  photo  mosaics  of  the  same  area  to 
provide  accurate  sensor  location  readouts „ 

(4)  (C)  items  Sensor  Operations  to  Reduce  Mine  Incidents^ 

(a)  OBSERVATION?  Sections  of  main  supply  routes  shewing  a  high  mine 
Incident  rate  are  seeded  with  sensors  to  reduce  enemy  mining  activity,, 

(b)  EVALUATION-  Six  sensor  devices  were  employed  in  the  vicinity  of 
Convoy  Check  Point  36  (XT3472)  to  reduce  mining  activity.  During  the  30  day 
period  prior  to  Duffel  Bag  employment,  Division  elements  recorded  11  mining 
incidents  near  Chock  Point  36,  During  the  month  following  Duffel  Bag  employ¬ 
ment,  only  three  undetected  mining  incidents  occurrsd,  and  during  the  second 
month  no  undetected  incidents  , occurred, 

(c)  RECOin-iENDATION:  That  Duffel  Bag  sensors  continue  to  be  used  in 
anti-mine  roles  along, main  supply  routes  to  discourage  enemy  mining  operations, 

(5)  (C)  ITEMS  Red  Haze  Imagerj'^ 

(a)  OBSERVATION;  It  is  imperative  that  targets  from  Red  Haze  Imagery 
be  disseminated  to  subordinate  units  as  rapxdly  as  possible  to^ insure  timely 
combat  response.  Imagery  from  the  Ground  Sensor  Terminal  (GSTj  must  be 
X^rocessed  »^ile  the  mission  is  in  progress, 

(b)  EIVALUATIONs  Imagery  is  removed  from,  the  GST  as  target  areas  are 
completed.  It  is  processed  and  interpreted  while  the  aircraft  is  flying  sub¬ 
sequent  target  areas.  This  innovation  permits  iissemlriation  of  targets  within 
lorty-five  minutes  of  target  area  completion  as  compared  to  three  to  four  hours 
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'  hen  Imagery  wao  proceseod  after  mission  completion,, 

(c)  RECOMMSNDATION  I  That  the  system  of  processing  Red  Raise  Imagery 
through  the  Ground  Sensor  Terminal  be  continued,, 

E.  LOGISTICS. 

(1)  (U)  ITEMS  M551  Sheridan  Vehicle. 

(a)  ODSP]RVATION  1  During  the  reporting  period^  a  drive  sprocket  probloii. 
was  identified.  The  sprocket  life  is  not  predictable.  One  set  of  sprockets  was 
worn  beyond  wear  limits  with  only  l60  miles  while  other  sprockets  remained 
serviceable  with  over  2,000  miles  of  use, 

(b)  EVALUATION  I  The  drive  sprocket  problem  indicates  a  lack  of  quality 
control  by  the  manufacturer.  The  sprockets  must  be  case  hardened  and  quality 
control  measures  instituted  to  insure  a  quality  product, 

(a)  RECOMMENDATION  I  That  drive  sprockets  be  replaced  with  a  wider, 
stronger  sprocket  to  Insure  extended  life.  That  qixallty  control  measures  be 
taken  to  Insure  sprocket  life  that  can  be  forscasted  with  a  reasonable  degree 
of  accuracy . 

(2)  (U)  ITEM I  XM706  Commando  Car. 

(a)  OBSERVATION!  During  the  reporting  period  a  high  deadline  rate  was 
experienced.  This  was  due  to  a  lack  of  repair  parts  In  the  supply  system.  At 
the  end  of  the  period  six  (6)  of  the  ten  (lO)  vehicles  were  deadHned  for  parts. 
The  greatest  contributor  to  the  high  deadline  rate  was  the  non-avallablllty  of 

axle  shafts, 

(b)  EVALUATION!  The  rear  axle  should  be  modified  to  eliminate  the 
positive  traction.  The  rear  axle  locks  when  turning  and  breaks  the  axle  shaft, 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION!  That  repair  parts  for  the  Commando  Car  be  mado 
available  through  supply  channels  to  using  units.  Also,  that  further  vehlclo?: 
not  be  accepted  into  the  Inventory  without  an  adequate  quantity  of  repair  parts 
to  preclude  restricting  the  capability  of  using  units  to  perform  security  and 
othor  type  missions, 

(3)  (U)  ITEM!  AH-IG  "Cobra”  Alrcraft-^th  Mount  Beam  Cracking, 

(a)  OBSElRVATIONs  The  5th  moimt  beam  has  been  cracking  in  the  damper 
mount  attaching  ax'ea  of  the  AH-IG  aircraft, 

(b)  EVALUATION!  Cracking  has  resulted  from  oscillatory  loads  caused 
by  rotor  system  feed-back.  This  la  not  considered  a  safety-of-f light  condition 
at  this  time. 
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(o)  RSCOMHENDATIOITr  That  a  n«ir  5th  mount  AuppoH  fitting  b»  r«pid37 
Intagrat^  Into  tha  supply  ayatam,  and  during  tha  Intarlm  patlod  unit  taohnloal 
inapaotora  muat  oloaaly  Inapaot  thla  araa  at  aaob  Intarmadlata  Inapaotlon* 

Pilots  should  ba  oautlonad  against  high  spaad*  staap  divas  and  abrupt  pullouts# 

(h)  (TJT  iriKk  Plravantl'  Malntananoa  -  80L  Tall  Rotor  Eub  with  1100  hour  ISO. 

(a)  OBSSRVRTlDlFt  VHion  flying  In  rain,  watar  may  laak  Into  thw  lubrloair^ 
causing  contamination  or  laaklng  grip  baarlngs#  This  oohdltlon-  oan  rasult  In  ^ 
fallura  to  tha  baarlng# 

(b)  SVALnATIPK.i  Whan  tha  aircraft  craw  ohlaf  purgas  tha  tall  rotor  hub 
aftar  fl^ng  in  tha  rain,  or  avary  tan  (10)  to  twolva  (12)  houra  under  dry 
flight  conditions,  maxlimim  hub  Ufa  la  Insurad# 

(o)  RECOMMEINOATIOEi  That  othar  aviation  unlta  ualng  tha  801  Tall  Rotor 
Bub  consider  using  tha  same  or  similar  prooaduras  to  Insure  maximum  hv^  life# 

(5) '  (tr)  XTSEt  Loss  of  Tension  In  AH*>10  Tall  Rotor  Cables. 

(a)  OBSSRVAIlDfi  It  has  bean  not  load  raoantly  that  tail  rotor 

cables  are  losing  tension  rapidly*  Whan  this  ooours  the  qulok  dlsoonnaot  assaia- 
bly  hits  tha  vertical  drive  shaft  and  sooras  it.  resulting  In  mandatory  raplaoa- 
mant  of  tha  vertical  drive  shaft. 

(b)  XVALUATIOKs  A  brief  Inspaotlon  of  tbs  tall  rotor  cable  tension 
every  25  hours  has  allerlatad  this  problem. 

(aT  RE00MMSI(DAIIQH«  That  all  aviation  units  with  assigned  AH-IQ  air¬ 
craft  consider  Implementing  a  similar  Inspection  procedure. 

(6)  (n)  ITIKt:  llactrical  Malfunctions  In  AB-LO  Firing  drculta. 

(a)  OBSlRVATIOli;  Increased  malfunctions  in  the  aleotrloal  firing 

circuits  have  been  a^qperlanced  with  the  on^et  of  the  rainy  season. 

(b)  SVALUaTIDSi  All  connections  under  the  right  front  stress  panels 
and  front  right  fuselage  are  now  being  Inspected  at  all  PNP's.  Further  inspec¬ 
tion  of  contact  pins  for  moisture  and  corrosion  la  made  «t  thle  tims. <  Theaa 
Inspaotlon  prooaduras  have  riMubad  the  malfunction  rate«H 

(o)  RBCOMMKNDATIOiri  That  all  \inits  with  assigned  AH-IQ  aircraft 
sxpsrlanclng  similar  malfvmctions ’•consider  ljqg)lem«nteAlo>p  o£  tb|.C  ^ 
procadure. 

(7)  (!C7  ITSKi  Low  Hour  Life  of  Relloopter  Armament  Intervolometers. 

(a)  OBSBStVATIOMj  An  increasingly  low  hour  life  of  helicopter  armament 
Intarvolomaters  has  been  experienced  during  the  onset  of  the  rainy  season. 
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(b)  EVALUATIOH'i  Tho  n«*d  for  ft  priv'^tlv*  nftlntftnftno#  procadure  was 
•Tldftnt,.  Consaquantly,  ftll  lntervolom®t«rft  ftr#  now  r*mov»d  ftt  PMP*b.  Th« 
covers  ftr#  removed  end  plftoed  In  ft  drying  oven  for  two  (2)  hours*.  Upon  remount¬ 
ing »  oftre  Is  tftken  to  Insure  thft^  the  s'eftl  Is  moisture  proof*  A  slgnlfloftnt 
reduction  In  nftlfunotlonlng  is  now  being  ejqperlenoedr 

(oT  RlCOMKSNDAIIOVft  Thftt  ftll  ftvlfttlon  units  utUlfting  ftnnament  Inter- 
volometers  consider  Implementfttion  of  this  preventive  mftintenftnoe  procedure  If 
the  Inoldanoe  of  mftlfunotlonlng  hfts  Inoreftsed  slgnlfloftntXy  during  wet  weather* 

(8)[^  (TT)  itihs  TftUure  of  Armored  Personnel  Carrier  Engines* 

(ft)!  OBSERVATXDKt  In  recent  months  an  excessive  fiillure  of  armored 
personnel  carrier  engines  was  detected  among  those  received  from  Sagaml  Army 
Depot*  Speolfloftlly  numerous  engines  have  failed  because  of  cylinder  blow-by* 
Farther  exasdnatlon  has  showm^  various  rings  and  seftls  to  be  Is^roperly  adjusted 
ftnd/br  positioned^ 

(bj  RECOMMEHDAIIOKi  Return  all  unsatisfactory  engines  to  Sagaml  Any 
Depot  preceded  by  a  priority  message  Itidloatlng  defects  discovered  during 
Inspection*.  Dooument  and  keep  a  file  of  alii  sooh.  messages*  Bsiijpest  USARV  to 
research  possibilities  of  investigating  quality  control  at  Sagaml  army  D^ot* 

(97  (U)  ITEKi  Use  of  Tow  Cables  and  Steel  Glasq)#, 

(a7  OBSIRVAIIDIti  The  100  foot  tow  cables  presently  used  by  maehanlaed 
xmlts  for  "tauek  out*"  are  made  from  100  foot  steel  cables  and  oable  olampe* 

(b7  SVALUATZONi  The  cable  clang) s  are  often  incapable  of  carrying  the 
required  stress »  making  the  oable  ineffective^ 

(o)  JUKOKMBIDATIDIi  Commercially  manufactured  two  cables  with  ^reldod 
steel' eye  hooks  should  be  added  to  mechanised  infantry  and  Cavalry  TO&E’s  at 
the  rate  of  2  per  platoersr 

(10)  (9)  ITlRk  boesf'  AS]^  and  Fringe  Items  in  Stock*. 

(k)  OBSBRVATIOVi  Hany  fringe  and  excess  A5L  Items  were  found  stocked 
in  the  Techniosl  Supplies  of  tho  7^i$th  Haintenanoe  Battalion*. 

(b)  SVALUAnOlii  Many  fringe  and  exoees  items  were  allowed  to  accumulate 
in  tUs  Technical  Supplies-  ^ia  created  extreme  over>erowdlng  and  sade  aoourata 
inventoriem  and  location  eurveye  liimoaeibia.  Oopd  supply  procedures  demand  that 
only  ASi*  items  be  stocked  and  only  in  authorised  stookage  levels, 

(o)  SSCOKKERDAfflDIli  In  order  to  properly  sort  and  separate  stocks  to 
dstermine  what  should  be  revSined  or  retrograded »  all  stocks  must  be  located  and 
inventoried*.  In  all  eongefted  areas  all  atoek  ahould  be  moved  to  holding  areae 
and  only  ASt  itema  rstumad  to  atorage  looations*  All  items  that  are  to  be 
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r^itrugraded  ahviuld  be  moved  to  &  separate  holding  area*.  This  procedure  was 
used  In  the  725th  Maintenance  Battalion  with  excellent  results. 

(11)  (U)  ITEM:  Shortage  of  Track  for  Armored  Personnel  Carriers, 

(a)  OBSKRVATIONi  Lruring  the  repor^ting  period  an  unforeseen  shortage 
of  APC  track  manifested  itself, 

(b)  EVALUATION:  The  amoiuit  of  track  programmed  for  use  in  Vietnam 
has  not  been  ec^ual  to  the  demand.  Probable  cause  can  be  attributed  to 
Inadequate  anticipation  of  the  Increased  usage  of  tracked  vehicles,  as  well 
as  unneccessary  replacement  of  track  when  not  required* 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION t  AtteiT5)t  to  develop  a  more  responsive  supply  of 
track  at  Depot  level  based  upon  demand  information.  Advise  all  units  requir¬ 
ing  track  that  conservative  usage  can  be  practiced  by  replacing  individual 
track  blocks  only  when  absolutely  necessary  and  only  that  which  is  unservice- 
ablo  in  accordance  with  applicable  regulations, 

(12)  (U)  ITEMi  Control  of  Available  Supply  Bate, 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  Batch  month,  comparison  of  available  supply  rate  (ASB) 
records  of  the  Division  Ammunition  Office  with  the  Ammunition  Section:  of  H  FFV 
showed  large  discrepancies,.  These  discrepancies  rosulted  In  the  Division  being 

overdrawn  or  overcharged  on  some  items  at  the  end  of  the  ASR  period* 

*  ^ 

(b)  EVALUATION:  There  were  two  causes  of  the  problem,-  First,  the  DAD 
was  accounting  for  items-  on  the  date  they  were  actually  drawn*  Saigon  Support 
Command,  1st  Logistics  Command,  and  H  FFV  were  accounting  for  items  on  the  date 
the  ASP  reported  the  draws.  This  was  usually  one  day  later.  Therefore  Items 
•irawn  on  the  last  day  of  the  ASB  were  being  charged  aginst  the  subsequent  period 
by  II  FFV.  Second,  errors  were  being  made  at  all  levels  in  recording  and  report¬ 
ing  issue  quantities  and  units* 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION I  XI  FFV  has  taken  steps  to  assure  that  the  actual 
date  of  the  draw  is  reported  to  them*  The  OlO  now  has  his  representatives  at 
the  ASP's  compare  their  records  with  those  of  the  ASP  to  assure  accuracy, 

Saigon  Support  Command,  1st  Logistics  Command,  and  II  FFV  are  aware  of  the 
problem  of  quantities  and  units  not  being  accurately  reported  and  are  taking 
stops  to  solve'  it.  In  addition,  steps  are  being  taken  to  reconcile  all  books 
frequently  duidng  the  month, 

(13)  (U)  iTEMt  Allocation  of  Transportation  Assets  for  a  l&iit  Move, 

(a)  OBSERVATIOHi  During  the  Third  Brigade's  move  from  Dau  Tieng  to 
Cii  Chi,  the  requirements  to  transport  men  and  material  exceeded  the  capacity 
of  the  assets  organic  to  the  various  brigade  units, 

(b)  EVALUATION:  In  augmenting  organic  transportation  assets,  it  is 
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ooBtoBary  to  oonmlt  vehlolas  from  oatslde  sources  for  the  duration  of  the 
Bove.  However,  since  depot  transportation  runs  vehicles  to  forward  area 
base  eaB|}8  like  Dau  Tleng,  it  is  logical  that  a  large  percentage  of  the 
requirments  can  be  taken  up  by  use  of  the  depot  transportation  assets* 
However,  this  requires  strict  organisation  of  unit  property  and  quick  on- 
loading  and  off-loading  to  insure  that  these  vehicles  meet  convoy  entry 
tines  and  return  quickly  to  48th  Group  Control,  This  was  the  system  used 
in  relocating  the  3d  Brigade  from  Dau  Tieng  to  Cu  Chi,  It  worked  extremely 
well. 


(o)  BBCOMHEHDAXIOHi  tJtilisation  of  through-put  assets  on  their 
return  trip  is  by  far  the  most  efficient  means  of  effectiiig  a.  unit  move 
from  a  forward  areai;  provided  sufficient  time  la  available  to  allow  movement 
by  phases,.  This  method  requires  close  coordiiULtion  between  shipper  and: 
receiver  to  be  successful* 

(14J  ClJ  XTBHs  Besxq)ply  by  CH~47  llrciaft, 

(ia)'  QBSBlViflOSs  Ihiits  receiving  resupply  in  the  field  by  CH-47 
aircraft  are  often  unable  to  properly  reload  the  cargo  net  for  bacldianl, 

(be)'  EViLUAXIGS^  Personnel  properly  trained  in  reloading  methods 
can  preclude  hasards  to  the  aircraft  and  loss  of  equipment*  Ifciit  34*  s  have 
trained  key  personnel  at  platoon  and  company  level  in  proper  loading  tech¬ 
niques* 

(c)  BBCOHHEHMTIOHIt  That  other  units  consider  this  method  of  Im^ 
proving  field  reloading  of  CH-47  cargo  nets* 
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(l)  (U)  HlHc  Vietnamesa  Pkrtieipatloni  in  Civil  Affairs* 

(s)'  06S2BV.AriClSt  Increased  efforts  should  be  made  to  transfer  more 
responsibility  to  the  Vietnamese  for  Civil  Affairs, 

(b)  SVALUATIDBs  Vietnamese  medics  should  be  trained  end  become 
self-sufficient  in  attending  to  the  medical  needs  of  the  people » 

(c)  RBC0MME3IDATI05X  Participation  by  Vietnamese  medics  in  MEDCAF& 
has  been  paramount  in:  our  efforts,.  Vietnamese  medics  are  currently  partici¬ 
pating  in  MEDCAPSi  conducted  by  the  2$tb  Kedlcal  Battalion  which  has  also 
taken  on  the  responsibility  for  on  the  Job  training  of  the  now  medics*  It 
is  expected  that  Vietnamese  medics  will  soon  conduct  their  own  MBDCAPS  and 
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'that  nurses  wllX  be  'trained  in  classes  held  by  the  25th  Medical  Battalion 
to  work  in  the  local  dispensaries, 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  I 


ROBERT  L*  FAIR 
Colonel «  (S 
Chief  of  Staff 
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IVFBC-BB-H  (4  S«p  69)  lot  Ind 

STJBJECTi  Operationaa  Report  of  the  25th  Infantry  Division  for  the  Period 
Ending  1969»  RCS  C3F0E-65  (Rl) 

M,  HQ  II  FPORCEV,  APO  San  Francisco  96266  f  2  SEP  1969 

THRDi  Conunanding  General,  US  Irmy  Vietnam,  ITTNi  AVHGC(DST)  ,  APO  96375 

Cononander-In -Chief ,  US  Ariny  Pacific,  ATTN*  GPOP-ITP,  APO  96558 

TOt  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Aroqy,  Washington,  D.C.  203IO 

This  headquarters  has  reviewed  and  concurs  with  the  Operational  Report  - 
Lessons  Learned  of  the  25th  Infantry  Division  for  the  period  ending 
51  July  1969. 

FOR  THE  COKMAJJDEEi 


Asst  AG 


B.  G.’  MACDC 
ILT,  AGO 
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AVHGC-DST  (1  Aug  69)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  the  25th  Infantry  Division  for  the 
Period  Ending  31  July  1969>  RCS  CSFOR-65  CRI) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  2  1  OCT  11 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96557 

1 .  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  qtiarterly  period  ending  31  JvQy  1969  from  Headquarters, 

25th  Infantiy  Division. 

2.  (C)  Comments  follow: 

a.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Casualty  Accounting,"  section  II, 
page  82,  paragraph  2A(l);  nonconcur.  While  there  is  merit  in  adopting  a 
form  for  USAfiV-wide  use,  the  data  required  by  this  headquarters  is  summary 
in  nature  and  can  be  derived  from  whatever  form  has  been  devised  by  the 
subordinate  commander  to  meet  his  specific  needs. 

b,  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Airlift  of  D~5  Bulldozer,”  section 
II,  page  84,  paragraph  2B(5);  concur i • 

(1)  Procedures  for  the  preparation  of  the  D-5  Dozer  are  not  contained 
in  any  of  the  Army  publications  covering  external  helicopter  load  prepara- 

■“tions.  A  recommendation  is  being  forwarded  to  the  US  Amy  Transportation 
School,  the  proponent  of  the  publications,  to  include  in  future  publications 
a  standard  procedxire  for  the  preparation  of  the  D-5  Dozer  for  movement, 

(2)  The  standardized  D-5  bulldozer  configui-ation  for  airlift  has  been 
established  as  a  relatively  clean  bulldozer  minus  blade,  tracks,  tools,  and 
loose  equipment .  Deviations  will  be  required  when  the  dozer  is  not  relatively 
clean,  is  to  be  carried  a  long  distance,  or  delivered  to  a  higher  elevation. 

c,  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Fire  Support  Base  Access  Road 
Design,"  section  II,  page  84,  paragraph  2B(7);  concur.  The  objective  of 
developing  a  road  network  design  for  fire  support  bases  which  will  reduce 
maintenance  requirements  is  sound.  The  concept  presented  by  this  recom¬ 
mendation  is  that  the  entrance  road  be  constructed  at  a  tangent  to  the 
interior  perimeter  road.  This  would  require  the  construction  of  a  sep¬ 
arate  exit  road  in  order  to  accomplish  the  objective,  with  the  dis¬ 
advantage  of  creating  a  second  opening  in  the  pei-imeter.  The  Division 
will  conduct  further  studies  and  tests  of  this  concept  to  determine  the 
optimum  solution, 

d.  (U)  Refei^nce  item  concerning  "Operator  Protection  for  Land 
Clearing  Operations,"  section  II,  page  85,  paragraph  2b(9);  concur.  This 
item  was  published  in  the  USARV  Commander's  Notes  for  September  1969, 
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SUBJhiCT:  Operational  Report  of  the  25th  Infantry  Division  for  the 
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e,  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Helipad  Construction,"  section  il, 
page  86,  paragraph  2D(11);  concur.  K8A1  matting  is  a  conmaiid  controlled 
item  and  heliport  construction  is  an  authorized  use  of  this  item,  USARV 
Letter,  AVHEN-CD,  dated  1  December  1968,  subject:  T-17  Membrane,  prohibits 
the  use  of  rubber  membrane  for  helipad  construction  without  approval  of 
this  headquarters. 

f,  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Land  Clearing  with  Divisional 
liingineer  Battalion  Bulldozer  Assets,"  section  II,  page  86,  paragraph  2B(13); 
nonconcur.  The  divisional  engineer  battalions  are  presently  authorized  six 
Rome  Plows  and  fourteen  bulldozers,  DTE,  The  Rome  Plow  kits  may  be  attached 
to  any  of  the  DTE  tractors.  The  provision  of  six  additional  DTE  tractors 
equipped  with  the  Rome  Plow  blade  would  require  authorization  for  additional 
operators  and  maintenance  capability. 

g,  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Kit  Carson  Scouts,"  section  II, 
page  89»  paragraph  2B(21);  concur.  Unit  Kit  Carson  Scouts  (KCS)  allocations 
were  oiiginally  established  by  HQ,  MACV.  The  allocations  were  200  KCS  per 
division  and  100  per  separate  brigade.  Some  units  were  able  to  recruit 
more  KCS  than  their  original  allocation  of  spaces.  These  units  had  their 
allocations  increased  while  others  were  correspondingly  decreased.  Sub¬ 
sequently  HQ,  USARV  was  delegated  authori.ty  to  allocate  KCS  space  author¬ 
izations  to  US  Array  units  within  a  2200  space  ceiling.  HQ,  USARV  has  accepted 
a  basis  for  employment  of  two  KCS  per  platoon.  Though  the  space  ceiling 

does  not  allow  sufficient  spaces  to  fully  implement  this  basis,  the  practical 
limit  on  KCS  employment  is  the  inability  of  some  units  to  recruit  two  KCS 
per  platoon.  Allocations  have  been  reduced  for  units  unable  to  recruit 
sufficient  KCS  and  increased  for  those  able  to  exceed  their  normal  allocation. 

h,  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Training  in  the  Transportation  of 
Volatile  Fuels,"  section  II,  page  95>  paragraph  2C(6);  concur.  This  type 
training  is  given  at  unit  level  and  is  not  uniform  throughout  the  command. 

DD  Form  46* s  (Vehicle  Operators  Permits)  are  not  annotated  by  all  units  to 
indicate  that  drivers  are  qualified  to  handle  POL.  Recommend  DA  forward 
this  item  to  CONARC  for  consideration  and  possible  inclusion  in  the  POI  for 
heavy  truck  operators. 

i,  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  "Order  of  Battle  Handbooks,"  sec¬ 
tion  II,  page  96,  paragraph  2D(l)j  concur.  Pocket-size  Order  of  Battle 
handbooks  for  use  by  intelligence  personnel  in  the  field  have  a  distinct 
practical  value.  The  handbooks  must,  of  necessity,  be  written  by  the 
division  intelligence  personnel  to  provide  basic  background  data  which 
pertains  to  the  operational  area.  Additionally,  the  constantly  changing 
eneny  situation  requires  continuous  monitoring  of  the  material  in  the 
handbooks  to  insure  that  it  is  current.  This  item  will  be  included  in  the 
next  issue  of  the  UBARV  publication  Combat  Intelligence  Lessons  with  the 
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Period  Ending  31  1969,  hCS  CSFOK-05  (Rl) 

recommendation  that  other  division  G2's  in  Vietnam  consider  publishing  a 
pocket-size  Order  of  Battle  handbook.  No  action  by  DA  or  UBARF^AC  is  recom¬ 
mended. 


J.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  "Use  of  Band  Held  Aerial  Photo¬ 
graphy,"  section  11,  page  97,  paragraph  2D(3) ;  concur.  The  use  of  liand- 
held  photography  to  assist  in  determining  implaced  sensor  locations  has 
been  reported  by  other  units  but  this  is  the  first  report  of  attaching  a 
CS  grenade  to  the  sensor.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  photographed 
CS  cloud  permits  the  most  accurate  location  possible  at  this  time,  AJLso, 
the  placing  of  artillery  on  the  site  after  implantation  is  an  excellent 
deception.  This  item  will  be  included  in  the  next  issue  of  the  USARV 
publication.  Combat  Intelligence  Lessons.  No  action  by  DA  or  USARPAC  is 
recommended. 

k,  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  "Sensor  Operations  to  Reduce  Mine 
Incidents,"  section  II,  page  97,  piaragraph  2D(4);  concur,  TIrLs  item  was 
previously  reported  in  a  separate  25th  Infantry  Division  document  and  has 
been  included  as  an  article  in  the  current  issue  of  the  USARV,  Combat 
Intelligence  Lessons.  No  action  by  DA  or  USARPAC  is  recommended, 

l, ‘  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "M551  Sheridan  Vehicle,"  section 

II,  page  98,  paragraph  2E(l)}  concur.  The  drive  sprocket  problem  was 
identified  during  the  90  day  evaluation  of  the  initial  60  Sheridans  deployed 
in  RVN.  The  sprockets  were  designed  to  last  for  approximately  1000  miles. 

In  some  cases,  sprockets  were  worn  beyond  use  after  200  miles.  Poor  quality 
control  during  manufacture  was  suspected  and  reported  to  the  Project  Manager 
Sheridan  Weapon  System,  User  units  have  been  directed  to  reverse  the  sprockets 
periodically  to  prolong  sprocket  life  and  to  continue  submitting  EIR' s  on 

each  early  failure.  Project  Manager,  Sheridan  has  been  tasked  by  DA  to 
investigate  the  reports  of  early  sprocket  failures  and  to  take  appropriate 
corrective  actions  to  provide  a  more  reliable  sprocket.  No  further  action 
is  required  at  this  time. 

m,  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "XM706  Commando  Car,"  section  II, 
page  98,  paragraph  2E(2);  nonconcur.  Deliveries  of  new  vehicles  should  not 
be  held  up  pending  USARV  fill  on  repair  parts,  AMC  states  that  95  percent 
of  the  programmed  spare  parts  had  been  shipped  by  30  September  1969, 

n,  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "AH-1G  'Cobra'  Aircraft-5th  Mount 
Beam  Cracking,"  section  II,  page  98,  paragraph  2E(3) ;  nonconcur.  Para¬ 
graph  27,  TB  750-992-4,  dated  1  November  1968,  addresses  this  problem  and 
provides  information  on  improved  dampers  and  procedures  for  inspecting.  If 
these  procedures  are  found  to  be  inadequate,  an  EIR  should  be  submitted, 

o,  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Preventive  Maintenance-801  Tail 
Rotor.  Hub  with  1100  hour  TBO,"  section  II,  page  99,  paragraph  2E(4) ;  concur. 

TB  55-1500-301-25  and  TM  55-410  establish  criteria  for  inspecting  and  p\irg- 
ir^  the  tail  rotor  hub. 
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AVHGC-DST 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  the  25th  Infantry  Division  for  the 
Period  Ending  31  July  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

p,  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Loss  of  Tension  in  AH-1G  Tail 
Rotor  Cables,"  section  II,  page  99,  paragraph  2E(5);  concur,  TB  55-1500- 
301-25  and  TM  55-410  establish  cable  tension  inspection  criteria, 

q,  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Low  Hour  Life  of  Helicopter  Armament 
Intervalometers, "  section  II,  page  99,  paragraph  2E(7);  concur.  This  is  an 
acceptable  process  when  the  new  intervalometer  (FSN  4933-1 33-9B67)  is  not 
available  for  issue, 

r,  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Failure  of  Armored  Personnel  Carrier 
Engines,"  section  II,  page  100,  paragraph  2E(8);  concur.  Several  units  have 
reported  receiving  faulty  rebuilt  APC  engines  from  the  Sagauni  rebuild  facility. 

A  report  describing  the  causes  of  early  engine  failures  has  been  forwarded  to 
Sagami.  In  addition,  the  1st  Logistical  Command  conducted  run-in  tests  on  a 
sample  of  Sagami.  Several  deficiencies  were  detected  and  reported  to  USARPAC. 

All  unsatisfactory  engines  are  being  returned-  to  Sagami  as  recommended  in 
this  ORLL.  In  addition,  representatives  from  Sagami  are  scheduled  to  come 

to  RVN  to  conduct  run-in  test  on  engines  in-countrj''. 

s,  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Use  of  TOW  Cables  and  Steel  Clamps," 
section  II,  page  100,  paragraph  2E(9);  nonconcur.  MTOE  action  is  not  appropriate. 
This  is  the  first  reported  instance  of  tow  cable  failure .received  by  this 
headqviarters .  An  EIR  should  be  submitted  as  prescribed  in  TM  38-750  to 
properly  document  the  failure  and  to  insure  that  corrective  action  is  initiated. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER; 

fliA 


25th  Inf  Div 
II  FFV 
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GPOP-DT  (1  Aug  69)  3d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  IIQ,  25th  Infantry  Divisioii 

for  Period  Ending  31  July  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  1  2  NOV  6  9 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department 
of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C,  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 
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TROOP  LIST 

25TH  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
1  MAY  -  3L  JULI  1969 


I.  ORGANIC 


a*  Command  &  Control  ETLemants 
HHC,  25th  Inf  Div 
HHC,  1st  Brigade 
HHC ,  2nd  Brigade 
HHC,  3rd  Brigade 

b*.  Combat 

3rd  Sqdn,  4t,h  Cav 

c.  Combat  Support  Elements 
HHB,  25th  Inf  Div  Arty 
1st  Bn,  8th  Arty 
7th  Bn,  11th  Arty 
3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty 
2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty 
25th  HP  Company 
25th  Aviation  Battalion 
65th  Engineer  Battalion 
125th  Signal  Battalion 

d».  Combat  Service  Support  Elements 
HHC  &  Band,  25th  Div  Spt  Ciad 
25th  Admin  Company 
25th  Wed  Battalion 
25th  S&T  Batx.alion 
725th  Maint  Battalion 


n..  ASSlOiSD 


ADTHORIU 


a*.  Command  &  Control  Blementi>  =  None 

b,.  Conibat  Elements 

1st  Bn,.  5th  Inf  (Mech) 

4th  Bn,  9th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (Mech) 

3rd  Bn,  22hd  Inf 
4th  Bn,  23rd  Inf  (Mech) 

1st  Bn,  27th  Ihf 
2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf 

2nd  Bn,  34th  Armor  (~)  USARV  GO  5063  3  O^^t  67 
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ASSIGNED  (Cont) 

AUTHOROT 

Co  B  attached  to  1st  Inf  Div 

USARY  GO 

869 

31  Jan  69 

Co  C  attached  to  1st  Bde,  5th  Div  (Mech) 

1* 

I836 

21  May  69 

Co  T ,,  75hh  Inf  (Ranger) 

m 

m 

557 

17  Feb  69 

c..  Combat  Support  Elements 

9th  Chemical  Det 

USMV 

00 

503 

4  Feh  68 

38th  Inf  Pit  (Scout  Dog) 

m: 

m 

5423 

24  Oct  67 

44th  Inf  Fit  (Scout  Dog) 

m 

m 

4601 

10  Aug  67 

46th  Inf  Pit  (Scout  Dog) 

IT 

If 

5425 

15  Oct  67 

66th  Inf  Pit  (Combat  Tracker) 

H 

821 

21  Feb  68 

265th  FA  Arty  Det  (Radar)' 

ff 

HI 

1412 

22  Apr  69 

d.-  Combat  Service  Support  ETLements 

i5th  Public  Information!  Detachment 

USARV  GO 

503 

4  Feh  68 

18th  Military  History  Detachment 

It: 

m 

H 

20th  Public  Information  Detachment 

N 

m> 

m 

■ 

25th  Military  Intelligence  Datach^nent 

mi 

tti 

f» 

HI 

ATTACHED 

a,.  Command  &  Control  Elements  -  None 

b.  Combat  Elements. 

60th  Hif  Pit  (Scout  Dog) 

USARV  GO 

1378 

18  Apr  69 

c.  Combat  Support  Elements. 

Btry  B|i  5th  Bn^  2d  Arty 

Btry  Ip  29th  Arty  (l  Pit) 

44th  BOD  Det 

USARV 

GO. 

1357 

10  Apr  67 

159th  Med  Detp  Helicopter  Ajribulance 

n 

Hr 

5121 

4  Nov  68 

258th  FA  Det  (Radar-CM) 

iti 

W 

4263 

10  Sep  68 

341st  Avn  Det 

It 

m 

931 

16  Mar  68 

362nd  Avn  Det 

HI 

m 

1268 

11  Apr  69 

d..  Combat  Service  Support  Elements. 

5th  Weather  Sqdu  Det  (USAF) 

USARV 

GO 

1122 

1  Apr  69 

20th  Preventive  Med  Det 

HI 

m 

4701 

9  Oct  68 

40th  MED  Det 

m 

m 

5166 

9  Oct  67 

390th  Quartermaster  Det  .  etroleum) 

HI 

m 

5406 

23  Oct  67 

USA  Special  Security  Det 

IH 

m 

4182 

3  Sep  68 

372nd  Radio  Research  Co 

It 

H 

2433 

6  Jul  69 

IV..  DIRECT  SDPPORT  LOCAIIOM. 

4th  Med  Det  Cu  Chi,  RVN 
Co  Bp  86th  Signal  Battalion  Cu  Chi,  RVN 
53rd  Signal  Det  Cu  Chi,  RVN 


Ho 
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IT.  DIRECT  SUPPORT  (Cont) 


LOCATIDir 


6l3t  Trans  Det 

HQt  Co,  86th  Signal  Bn,  Support 
94th  Maint  Co,  Support 
lljSth  Assault  Helicopter  Co 
ZkZnd  Assault  Helicopter  Co 
277th  Resupply  Bn,  Serrice 
283rd  Slg  Dot 
319th  Am  Dot 
|^5th  Heather  Det 
501st  Land  Clearing  Co 
578th  Sig  Co,  Support 
587th  Slg  Co,  Support 
720th  MP  Bn,  Co  A,  3rd  Pit 


Cu  Chi ,  RVN 
Ch  Chi,  RVN 
Qi  Chi,  RVN 
Cu  Chi,  RTN” 

Cu  Chi,  RVN 
Cu  Chi,  RVN 
CSi  Chi,  RVN 
Dau  Tieng,  RVN 
Cu  Chi,  RVN 
Cu  cm,  RVN 
Tay  Ninh,  RVN 
Dau  Tieng,  RVN 
Dau  Tieng,  RVN 


V,  GENERAL-  SUPPORT 


8th  Aerial  Port  Sqdn 
12th  Med  Hospital  Svac 
Btry  B,  2nd  Bn,  12th  Arty 
HQ  Sc  Btry  Ai,  6th  Bn,  15th  Arty 
20th  TC  Co,  Aircraft 
45th  Sugr  MA  (MUST) 

104th  Engr  Co,  Dump  Truck 
113th  Engr  Det,  Concrete 
267th  Cable  Construction 
269th  Am  Bn,  Assault  Helicopter 
362nd  Engr  Co 

515th  Engr  Pit,  Asphalt  Construction 
554th  Bhgr  Bn,  Construction 
^8th  Engr  Bn,  Combat i  Cb  C 


Cu  Chi,  RVN 
Cu  Chi,  RVN 
Dau  Tieng,  RVN 
Tay  Ninh,  RVN 
Cu  Chi,  RVN 
Tay  Ninh,  RVN 
Cu  Chi,  RVN 
Dau  Tieng,  RVN 
Dau  Tieng,  RVN 
Cu  Chi,  RVN 
Tay  Ninh),  RVN 
Cu  Chi,  RVN- 
Cu  Chi,  RVN 
Tay  Ninh,  RVN 
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STATISTICAL  SUMIAHI 

25th  infantri  division 
1  May  -  31  July  1969 


Hesulte  of  the  25th  Iiifantry  Division  Operations,  1  May  to  31  July  1969 


Division  Losses 


Killed  in  actl.on 

Wounded  in  action  (evacuated) 

Missing  in  action 
Helicopters  destroyed 
Helicopters  damaged 
Aircraft  damaged 

Armored  personnel  carriers  destroyed 

Armored  personnel  carriers  damaged 

Tanks  destroyed 

Tanks  damaged 

Trucks  destroyed 

Trucks  damaged 

Rome  Flows  damaged 

Bulldozers  destroyed 

Bulldozers  damaged 

Vehicle  Track  Recovery  damaged 

Flame  Track  destroyed 

Boats  damaged 


-  179 

-  572 
•  None 

-  10 

25 

2 

.  27 

»  33 

7 

-  15 

-  13 

-  13 

2 

2 

6 

1 

1 

1 


Sneiqy  Losses 


Killed  in  action  (body  count) 

Prisoners -of  -v&r 
VCI  captured 
Hoi  Chanhs 
Detainees 

Individual  weapons,  captured  and  destroyed 

Grew  served  weapons,  captxired  and  destroyed 

Documents  captured 

Bice,  captured  and  destroyed 

Grain,  captured  and  destroyed 

Salt,  captured  and  destroyed 

Medical  supplies,  captured 

Small  arms  'rounds,  captured  and  destroyed 

HB  rounds,  captured  and  destroyed 

Rockets,  captured  and  destroyed 

RFG  rounds,  captured  and  destroyed 

RPG  boosters,  captured  and  destroyed 

Bsqilosives,  captxured  and  destroyed 

Mines,  captured  and  destroyed 


-U>516 

-  Ill* 

9 

-  23 

-  1*18 

-  91*0 

-  267 

-  1*35  pounds 

»  132 .01  tons 

-  20.36  tons 

c=  .91*  tons 

-  5l2  pounds 
-51676 
-1,856 

-  58 
»1,232 

-  382 

“  557  pounds 

”  1*7U 


llZ 
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Hand  Grenades^  captured  and  destroyed 

Bombs  destroyed 

Cluster  bomb  units  destroyed 

Blasting  cape  destroyed 

Mortar  fusM  ^  captured'  and  destroyed 

Rocket  dotonatore  destroyed 

Oas  msks,  captured  and  destroyed 

Uniforms  captured 

Clothf  captured  and  destroyed 

Cans  of  food  captured 

Motorcycles  captured 

Bicycles,  captured  and  destroyed 

Oxcarts  destroyed 

Sampans  destroyed 

Radios  captured 

Telephones  captured 

Batteries  captured 


-  805 

“■  29 

6 

-  236 

-  216 

-  1 

-  2U 

-  582 

>  UOO  yards 

-  2,255 

-  3 

"  38 

-  U3 

-  118 
13 
3 

1*9 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARM! 

18TH  MILITARY  HISTORY  DETACHMENT 
25TH  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
APO  San  Francisco  96225 


A'vDCMH  25  Jun*  1969 

SUBJECTS  Combat  After  Action  Interriew  Report 


THRO 8  Commanding  General 

United  States  Army  ''(letnam 
ATTN  8  Command  Historian 
APO  San  Francisco  96375 


TO  8  Headquarters 

Department  of  the  Army 
ATTN!  O.CoMoHo 
Washington,  D«Co  20315 


1,  NAME  AND  TYPE  OF  ORGANIZATION 8  Team  23,  Company  F,  75th  Infantry  (Ranger)  « 
Long  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrol • 

2o  INCLUSIVE  DATES  OF  OPERATION!  030455  June  -  O51917  June  1969. 

3o  IDCATION!  Refs  Map  Series  L8020,  Sheet  Number  6231  US,  Insertion  XT  398186, 
Operations  Vicinity  IT  3917,  XT  3919.  XT  3920 j  Extraction  XT  396205. 

4,  CONTROL  HEADQUARTERS!  25th  Infantry  Division  (ACofS-G2), 

5,  PERSON  BEING  INTERVIEUEDs  Sgt,  Darrell  Damron,  RA  15  794  ?86,  Assistant 
Team  Leader,  Team  23. 

6,  INTERVIEWING  OFFICERS  Division  Historian. 

?«  TASK  ORGANIZATION!  10  Man  Patrol  (See  Inclosure  2). 

8,  SUPPORTING  FORCES 8 

Ao  Battery  C,  Ist  Battalion,  8th  Artillery  -  F.SoB.  Jackson  (XT  425168), 
bo  Two  River  Patrol  Boats  (PBR)  from  U.So  Navy  River  Division  592  for 
insertion  and  extraction, 

Co  One  Night  Hawk  Helicopter,  Co  A,  25th  Aviation  Battalion, 

9o  BACKGROUND  INFORMATIONS  Team  23  had  concluded  a  prior  patrol  mission  48 
hours  before  beginning  this  mission. 


Incl  3 
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lOo  INTELLIGENCE! 

a.  Enencr  =■  There  had  bean  previous  sightings  of  snail  groups  of  VC  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  insertion  point.  This  area  is  a  heavily  used  infiltration 
corridor  out  of  Cambodia, 

Terrain  ■=  This  area  lies  along  the  west  bank  of  the  Vam  Co  Dong  River, 
There  are  numerous  small  canals  and  streams  feeding  into  the  river.  Swaiq), 
hedgerows,  and  thickets  of  secondary  growth  are  mixed  throughout  the  area. 
Movement  is  difficult  in  this  area.  Fields  of  observation  and  fire  vary  from 
generally  poor  to  good  in  some  portions  of  the  area, 

c.  Weather  The  weather  during  this  operation  was  generally  good,  with 
no  heavy  precipitation.  The  only  rainfall  occurred  in  the  late  afternoon  of 
5  June.  The  weather  did  not  hinder  operations. 

11.  MISSION I  Team  23° s  mission  was  to  gather  information  on  the  movement  and 
activities  of  the  enemy  in  this  area,  and  within  their  capability,  to  capture 
or  kill  enemy  personnel, 

1 2  CONCEPT  OF  OPERATION  AND  EXECUTION 8  At  0455  hours  on  3  Juno  1969,  the 

Team,  consisting  of  ten  men,  was  inserted  by  River  Patrol  Boats  along  the  west 
bank  of  the  Vam  Co  Dong  River  (XT  398196).  The  team  moved  ta  the  south- south¬ 
west  for  200  meters  and  established  an  obseirvation  post  at  grid  XT  398196. 

After  the  observation  post  was  fully  established,  the  team  sent  a  three  man 
reconnaissance  patrol  to  check  the  surrounding  area.  This  patrol  discovered 
that  the  O.P,  was  on  the  edge  of  an  enemy  base  area.  They  found  four  bankers 
which  had  evidence  of  occupation  within  the  past  24  hours.  There  was  also  evi¬ 
dence  of  heavy  trail  activity  in  the  area.  When  the  reconnaissance  patrol 
returned  and  reported  this  information,  the  team  shifted  into  an  ambush  position 
along  a  hedgerow  which  commanded  one  approach  to  the  bunkers.  The  team  main¬ 
tained  this  position  throughout  the  day  without  contact.  At  2116  hours  the 
PBR*s  patrolling  the  river  were  engaged  by  an  eneny  force  500  meters  south  of 
the  team’s  location,  and  their  return  fire  from  caliber  .50  machineguns  began 
impacting  around  the  team’s  position.  The  team  radioed  the  naval  patrol, 
informed  them  of  the  situation,  and  the  PBR^s  shifted  their  firing  position. 

No  further  action  occurred  during  the  night.  Dae  to  a  planned  ARVN  operation 
in  the  area,  the  team  was  extracted  at  0902  hours  on  4  June,  and  returned  to 
the  Naval  Patrol  Base  at  Go  Dau  Ha  (IT  3825)  to  plan  for  an  insertion  in 
another  area.  They  selected  an  area  further  south  along  the  river,  but  as  they 
approached  this  insertion  point  at  1930  hours,  the  PBR’s  received  automatic 
weapons  fire  from  the  bank.  Five  (5)  VC  were  observed,  and  the  area  was  engaged 
with  automatic  weapons  and  artillery.  Due  to  the  approaching  darkness,  no 
further  insertion  attempts  were  made,  and  the  patrol  returned  to  Go  Dau  Ha. 

The  following  morning,  5  June,  the  team , was  inserted  to  the  north  of  the 
original  insertion  point  (XT  397207)  at  0525  hours.  The  team  moved  75  meters 
to  the  south  and  established  a  cirt.  ilar  observation  post.  During  the  day,  the 
team  dispatched  a  reconnaissance  patrol  which  found  a  group  of  four  bunkers  300 
meters  southwest  of  the  observation  post.  There  were  also  signs  of  heavy  trail 
activity  in  this  area. 

At  1700  hours,  the  team  observed  30  VC  walking  along  a  rice  paddy  dike  from 
south  to  north,  approximately  50  meters  west  ,of  their  position.  They  wore  moving 
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In  groups  of  thr«a  to  four  indiTiduals  with  approrinatvly  20  n*t«rs  b«tv»oa 
groups.  Ths  ttnoBQr  w«r«  di'ssssd  In  mlxsd  clothing/uniforms,  but  v«r«  wsU-arMsd, 
carrying  21  AK-47**,  thrss  light  machinsguns,  thrsa  Browning  AutoMtio  Riflss, 
swvwn  RoPoGo-7  snd  two  R0P0G.-2  launchsrs. 

The  tean  leadar  (SSG  Lemonda)  raquestad  an  artillary  fira  .mission  and 
hsllcoptar  gunships  to  angaga  tha  anemy.  At  this  point  tha  anamy  war#  bonohlng 
up  as  they  prapared  to  cross  a  log  orar  a  small  straaa  150  matars  wast  of  tha 
team's  position.  The  taam  leader  mads  a  rapid  assa.snant  of  tha  situation. 

Onoa  across  tha  stream,  tha  target  would  be  lost  due  to  tha  haawy  underbrush. 

At  this  point,  they  presented  a  compact  target  and  they  ware  ooBq;>lataly  absorbed 
in  crossing  the  stream.  The  team  leader  quickly  morad  the  taam  on  line,  and  at 
his  command  they  hit  the  enemy  with  an  intense  Toluma  of  machinagun,  M79,  rlfla 
grensda,  and  Ml5  fira.  Tha  physical  and  psychological  shook  was  so  graat  that 
the  enamy  force  was  knocked  to  the  ground  and  their  return  fira  was  wild  and 
completely  ineffective.  The  enemy  regained  just  enough  composure  to  drag  their 
dead  (obsejrved  to  be  15)  down  into  the  brush  along  the  stream  bank  and  crawl 
into  the  thickets  on  the  far  side.  The  team  suiintainad  a  heavy  volume  of  fira 
against  the  withdrawing  eneny. 

At  1725  hours,  a  Night  Hawk  helicopter  arrived  over  the  area  and  began 
strafing  the  likely  withdrawal  routes,  at  tha  same  time  tha  taam  leader  bagsn 
adjusting  artillery  fire  onto  the  area  into  which  the  enemy  had  withdrawn.  A 
total  of  72  HE  rounds  ware  placed  on  the  target.  At  1837  hours,  the  team  began 
a  sweep  into  the  area.  They  found  one  enemy  body  with  an  AK-47  rifle  and  heavy 
blood  trails  leading  out  in  several  directions. 

At  1917  hours,  after  completing  their  search,  tha  taam  moved  on  an  aslmuth 
of  90  degrees  to  an  extraction  point  on  the  river  (IT  396205)  and  were  picked 
up  by  the  PBR's.  The  team  had  sustained  no  casualties, 

13o  ANALTSISi  This  operation  had  several  notable  features,  in  addition  to  tha 
results  achieved.  The  smooth  coordination  between  the  patrol  and  tha  PBR's, 
working  along  tha  river,  allowed  for  flexibility  in  making  the  insertions  and 
extractions,  Tha  patrol  could  choose  any  point  along  tha  river  for  a  rspid 
drop-off  or  pick-up  and  have  covering  fire  available  from  the  patrol  boats. 

The  use  of  reconnaissance  patrols  in  addition  to  observation  posts  axtandsd  tha 
team's  surveillance  over  the  area,  produced  more  information,  and  allowed  the 
team  to  adjust  their  activity  based  on  a  greater  knowledge  of  the  area.  The 
most  significant  aspect  of  this  operation  was  the  Biantal  arid  physioal  flexibility 
of  tha  team  members  which  allowed  than  to  shift  from  a  circular  survaillanoa 
posture  to  a  linear  ambush  in  a  matter  of  seconds,  and  with  strict  fire  control 
defeat  an  enemy  force  three  times  their  sise. 
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•1-5 — Overlay  (Incl  wd  HQ,  DA) 

2.  Team  Roster 
3o  List  of  Weapons 
4.  Equipment  SOP 
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MICHAEL  B.  KEATING 
Major,  Armor 
Commanding 


/Jlp 


CO^/Flr)E^JTl^L 


Inololur*  2 

P«rsonn*l  of  Toaa  23 
Co  F,  75th  Info  (iUntjor) 

S3G  Lemonds  -  Toan  L«ad«r  -  RTO 

SGT  Damron  -  Assistant  Taam  Lmadar  -  RTO 

SP4  Dmyoung  -  (Not  on  operation  5  June  69) 

SP4  Gentile 

SP4  Porter 

SP4  Stuokey 

PFC  Evans 

PFC  Harjo 

PFC  Holland 

Kit  Carson  Scout  Ly 
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Inclosur*  3 


Weapons  used  by  Team  23  «nd 
by  NVA  engaged,  5  June  19^9 


Team  23 
Veapon 

M“l6  5,56inm 
CAB-15  5o56nin 

M-14  7o62nmi 

Sniper  Rifle  o22LR 

M3A1  o45ACP 

M79  .^Omm 

M60  7o62nim 

M72  LAW  66mm 

M18A-1  Claymore  Mine 


Number  Carried 

3 

4 

1 
1 
1 

2 
1 
2 
9 


Number  Fired 

3 

3 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 


NVA 

Weapon 

RPG-7 

r>T^r«  n 
xvr>jr=’4&, 

ChiCom  Wj 

BAB 

AX-47 

Pistols 


Nunber  Carried 

7 

2 

3 

3 

21 

3 


Number  Captured 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
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COMPAMI  F  (RAHGSS)  75™  DiFANTRI 
25TH  INFiNTRI  DIVISION 
APO  S«n  Franoisoo  $622^ 


ACDCCV~L 

SUBJECT! 


Squlpnant  SOP 


1  MARCH  1969 


1«  Inolosuras  1  &  2  ar«  listings  of  squlpasnt  vhloh  will  bs  oarrlsd  on 
opsrations  by  tssns  and  tsan  msnbsrs  of  this  oompanyo 

2o  Ths  attached  lists  reflect  the  mininun  equipment  in  minimum  quanti¬ 
ties «  Equipment  may  be  added  and  quantities  may  be  increased  at  the  discre¬ 
tion  of  any  one  in  the  tactical  chain  of  command  on  a  mission  basis# 

Platoon  Leaders  and/or  Platoon  Sergeants  are  responsible  for  informing  the 
CoB5)any  Commander  or  the  Operations  Officer  prior  to  a  team's  departure  if 
the  team  is  unable  to  comply  with  this  SOP# 

s/  Marshall  L«  Sharp 
t/  MARSHALL  L#  SHARP 
CPT  Infantry 
Commanding 


A  TRUE  COPY! 


MICHAEL  Do  KEATING 
Major,  Armor 
DiYision  Historian 


//^ 


CONPIDENTI/KL 
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CON  FI  DE^iTl^L 


COMPANY  F  (RANGER)  75TH  INFANTRY 
25TH  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
APO  San  Francisco  96225 

AVDCCY-L  1  MARCH  1969 

SUBJECTS  T«ain  SqulpMnt 


1*  2  PRC'>25  Radios  v/3  battsriss  sach 

2a  2  PRC-25  Long  Antsnnas  w/bass 
3o  ^  PRC-25  Handssts 
4a  1  Starlit#  Soop# 

5 a  4  WP  Hand  Granadas 
60  1  M60  MG 
7.  1  M-79 
80  4  Star  Clustars 
9o  4  Paraohuta  Flaras 

lOo  1  Calo  22  Snipar  Rif la  (22LR  °  Silancar  Equlppad  ~  1  Box  of  Aasao  Carriad) 

11 0  2  Stroba  Lights 

12,  2  VS-17  Panal  Markers 

13o  1  Littar  (Collapsible) 

l4a  6  Trip  Flaras 

15o  First  Aid  Kit  (Spacial  Kit  for  Jungle  Operations) 

160  4  CS  Grenades 

17.  2  LAW*8 

180  2  Flashlights  a/ rad  filters  or  2  Pen-Litas 

19o  1  Pair  Binoculars  6X30 

20  0  2  Maps 

21,  2  sol’s 

22,  2  WP  Rifle  Grenades  w/crimped  cartridges  for  M-16 


Inclosura  1  to  Incl  4  to  Incl  3 
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COMPANY  F  (RlNGHl)  75TH  INFANTRY 
25TH  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
APO  San  Francisco  96225 


AVDCCV-L  1  MARCH  I969 

SUBJECTi  Individual  Equipment 


1 •  Pistol  Balt 

2o  2.  Battle  Dressings 

3o  5  Quarts  Water 

4,  6  M-26  or  M-33  Hand  Grenades 

5«  Ammunition 

a,  450  rounds  M-I6  (30  +  Mago  for  each  MI6/CAR  I5) 

b,  100  HE  &  100  Canister  M-79i)  12  roimds  CS„(per  Grenadier) 

c,  100  rounds  M‘^60  MG  (lOO  per  man) 

6a  2  Smoke  Grenades 

7a  1  Bottle  Insect  Repellent 

80  1  Bottle  Water  Purification  Tablets 

9o  Malaria  Prophylaxis  Tablets  (sufficient  for  mission) 

10a  50  Salt  Tablets 

llo  Compass 
12o  Wrist  Watch 

13o  Weapons  Cleaning  Equipment  to  Include  Cleaning  Rod 
l4a  1  Claymore  Mine 
15o  Signal  Mirror 
16 «  Knife  or  Bayonet 

17a  Protective  Mask  (XM28E-1  for  Riot  Control  Agents) 

18a  Length  of  Parachute  Suspension  Line 
19,  ID  Card  and  ID  Tags 


Inclosure  2  to  incl  4  to  Incl  3 
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DSPARTMffllT  OF  THE  ASM 
18TH  MUITARI  HISTORY  DETACHMENT 
25TH  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
APO  San  Francisco  96225 


AVDCMH 

SUBJECTS  Combat  Aftsr  Action  Intarrisw  Rsport 


30  Jun«  1969 


THRUi  Conmanding  Gsneral 

United  States  Army  Vietnam 
ATTN  s  Command  Historian 
APO  San  Francisco  96375 


TOt  Headquarters 

Department  of  the  Army 
ATTNi  OoCoMoHo 
Washington,  D,Co  20315 


1,  NAME  AND  TYPE  OF  OPERATIONS  Fire  Support  Base  Crook  (Offensire-DefensiYe), 

2,  INCLUSIVE  DATES  OF  OPERATlOKi  052000  June  -  0721 30  June  1969. 

3,  LOCATIONS  Tay  Ninh  Province,  RVN,  Map  Series  I50I,  Sheet  Humber  HC48-3, 
Grid  -  XTO55595. 

4,  CONTROL  HEADQUARTERS s  1st  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division. 

5,  PERSON  BEING  INTERVIEWEDs  MAJ  Joseph  E,  Hacia,  0 5311008,  Executive  Officer, 
3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  (officer  in  command  of  FSB  Crook), 

6,  INTERVIEWING  OFFICERS  Division  Historian 

7,  TASS  ORGANIZ'ATICfii  I 

a,  Co»5)any  B,  3^  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry, 

b.  Battery  A,  7th  Battalion,  11  th  Artillery, 

e.  Elements  of  the  >22  Infantry  oomiaunicatlons ,  medical,  support,  and 
mortar  platoons, 

8,  SUPPORTING  FORCES s  Artillery,  aviation  and  Air  Force  support  was  aUoeated 
from  normal  brigade  and  division  assets  as  the  action  developed  at  FSB  Crook, 

DoSo  Artillery 


Incl  4 
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/a^ 


C  O  f\i  F  I  DerViT"/dL„ 


(1)  Batt«ry  C,.  1-27  Artillery  (1551™’').  fSB  Washington  (XT146560),  II  FFV 

GSR. 

(2)  One  platoon,  Battery  A,  2-32  Artillery  (175®™).  FSB  St.  Barbara 
(IT272683),  II  FFV  GSR. 

(3)  One  patoon,  Battery  B,  3'13  Artillery  (6  inch),  Tay  Ninh  Base  Camp 
(XT165515)i  25th  Division  Artillery, 

b.  ARVN  Artilloryi*  One  platoon,  Battery  C,  3”38  Artillery  (155®®).  Cao 
la  (XTI25502). 


c. 

U.S,  Aircraft 

5^6  June 

6-7  June 

(1) 

2  Night  Hawks,  a/2-25  Avn  Bn, 

2  Night  Hawks,  A/ 2-25  Avn  Bn. 

(2) 

2  AHIG  (Cobra),  B/2-25  Avn  Bn, 

2  DHIH  (Gunships),  B/2-25  Avn  Bn. 

(3) 

2  AHIG  (Cobra),  l87th  Aslt,  Hel.  Co, 

1  UHIH  (Flare),  B/2-25  Avn  Bn, 

(4) 

2  AHIG  (Cobra),  D/3-4  Cav, 

2  AHIG  (Cobra),  187th  Aslt,  Hel.  Co„ 

(5) 

2  AHIG  (Cobra),  334th  Aslt  Kel.  Co. 

4  AHIG  (Cobra),  D/>4  Cav. 

d. 

DoS.^Air  Force  Aircraft 

5-6  Juiie 

6-7  June 

(1) 

2  F4C  Fighters 

2  F4C  Fighters 

(2) 

8  F-lOO  Fighters 

10  F-lOO  Fighter* 

(3) 

2  AC-119  Gunships 

1  AC-119  Gunship 

(4) 

2  AC-47  Gunships 

2  AC-47  Gunship* 

INTELLIGENCE j 

a.  Enemy  -  Prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  attack*  of  FJ-re  Support  Ba**  Crook, 
intelligence  indicated  that  a  high  point  of  enemy  actirlty  wa*  to  occur  between 
1  and  10  June  i969o  Information  received  from  documents  captured  on  23  28 

May  by  the  1st  Air  Cavalry  Division  revealed  that  the  88th  NVA  Regiment  would 
attack  a  position  in  the  Tay  Ninh  area,  A  specific  time  frame  for  the 

attack  was  not  mentioned  in  the  documentsi  however,  they  did  disclose  that  the 
cadre  of  the  88th  Regiment  were  to  finish  training  courses  conducted  at  the 
Regimental  Headquarters  by  1  June*  At  this  time  the  Regiment  was  believed  to  be 
dispersed  in  central  War  Zone  C,  The  remaining  two  regiment*  of  the  9t’h  VC/NVA 
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Dirlilon,  th*  271 st  and  272nd,  war#  ballarad  to  ba  looatad  In  baaa  araaa  in 
Caabodia,  alao  praparlng  for  attaoks  In  tka  Taj  Ninh  araa. 

Information  racaivad  from  P.W.*8  andl  doounants  aftar  tka  attaoka  on  FSB 
Crook  idantifiad  tha  3?^  Battalion,  272nd  NVA  Ragimant  ag  tha  attacking  foraa 
on  5~6  Juna,  and  tha  2nd  and  3rd  Battalions,  QStk  N7A  Ragimant  as  tka  attaok- 
ing  foross  on  6-7  Juna,  Tka  actions  and  location  of  tha  3rd  Battalion,  272nd 
NVA  Ragimant  Just  prior  to  tha  5"6  Juna  attack  ai^  uncertain t  kowarar,  tka 
2nd  Battalion,  88th  Ragimant  wltk  a  strength  of  180  man,  kad  moTsd  to  tks  ri- 
olnlty  of  XTO49678  on  4  June  and  built  dafanslra  positions  and  eontinuad 
training,  Tks  3rd  Battalion,  88tk  Ragimant  with  a  stirangtk  of  200  man  kad 
moTad  to  a  temporary  base  camp  in  tha  rioinity  of  ITIO6I  on  4  Juna,  A  30-man 
company  from  tha  271 *t  tfVA  Ragimant  was  attached  to  tha  3rd  Battalion,  Tka 
attacks  on  FSB  Crook  oolnoldad  with  tha  Midway  masting  of  tha  U,3,  and  South 
Vlatnamasa  Presidents.  It  la  likely  that  tha  enemy  objactlva  was  to  gain  a 
moral  or  psyohologior 1  vlotory,  in  order  to  counter  tha  Impact  of  this  mast¬ 
ing. 


b.  Terrain  -  Tha  area  su^'roundlng  Fire  Support  Base  Crook  is  flat  and 
generally  forested,  Tha  area  to  the  east  is  triple-canopy  Jungle,  To  the 
north,  there  Is  scattered  double-canopy  Jungle.  The  area  to  the  south  is 
secondary  growth,  while  to  the  southwest  and  west  are  abandoned  rice  paddies. 
The  Soul  Ben  Da  stream  flows  from  noirth  to  south,  3OO  meters  to  the  west  of 
tke  base.  Fields  of  observation  a^Ki  artillery  direct  fire  are  good,  extend¬ 
ing  from  the  minimum  of  220  mebirs  on  the  east  to  350  meters  on  the  north  and 
south  and  up  to  1000  meters  to  the  southwest.  Fields  of  firs  for  saiall  arms 
are  excellent  out  to  200  meters.  The  wooded  areas  on  the  east  and  northeast 
offer  the  best  avenues  of  approaoki  however,  there  Is  a  destroyed  village  to 
the  south  with  broken  gwund  and  brush  which  offers  a  secondary  approach  to 
within  200  meters  of  the  base.  The  base  Is  positioned  astride  an  east-west 
road,  and  there  Is  a  north- south  trail  e.ist  of  the  base  which  provide  rayid 
approaches  Into  the  general  area.  The  only  significant  obstacle  to  movement 
in  the  area  is  the  SjuI  Ben  Da  stream  on  the  west  which  Is  not  fordable  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  bass,  although  there  is  a  footbridge  at  tke 
road  crossing  (See  Inclosure  2), 

Weather  -  Daring  the  period  5  'to  8  June  tke  area  around  FSB  Cxook  was 
oharaoterlted  by  partly  cloudy  skies  in  the  morning  and  afternoon  wltk  a  gen¬ 
eral  overcast  (celling  1000  feet)  by  1900  kours.  There  wez^  Intermittent 
rain  showers  in  the  late  afternoon  and  early  evening  In  the  area.  At  approx- 
IsMitaly  2400  hours,  however,  the  sky  would  clear  for  a  radius  of  five  k^ee 
around  FSS  Crook,  providing  excellent  observation  and  flying  eonditlons, 

10,  MISSION  I  Flire  Support  Base  Crook  was  established  In  J^rll  1969  to  inter¬ 
dict  VC/NVA  movement  northwest  of  Tay  Minh  City  and  to  support  the  platoon 
and  company  sited  offensive  operations  oondueted  in  that  area, 

11,  KZBCUTIONi  The  first  Indication  of  the  lnq>endixic  attaek  on  Fire  Suoport 
Base  Crook  came  at  2000  houre  on  $  June  when  the  bate  monitored  seismic  censor 
aotlvatlons,  indicating  bsavy  activity  950  meters  east  and  550  meters  nortk- 
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west  of  the  base.  These  two  areas  wore  engaged  with  supporting  artillery  and 
the  activity  ceased.  At.  this  time,  the  AjN/PFS-4  radar  mounted  on  the  observa¬ 
tion  tower  began  to  detect  groups  of  ')~k  personnel  moving  in  the  woodlinos  all 
around  the  base.  Approximately  l8  sightings  were  made  between  2000  hours  and 
0100  hiiurs.  The  direction  and  distance  of  each  sighting  was  relayed  to  the 
artillery  battery  within  the  base  which  engaged  each  location  with  time  fused 
direct  fire  (Killer  Junior),  Beginning  at  2130  hours,  the  Battalion  Executive 
Officer  requested  interdictory  artillery  fires  on  the  trails  and  like^ly  assem¬ 
bly  areas  around  the  base,  and  placed  the  base  on  lOOyf  alert.  As  the  cloud 
cover  cleared  shortly  after  midnight,  an  observer  with  a  starlight  scope  in 
the  tower  began  to  sight  the  same  small  groups  that  had  been  detected  by  radar. 
From  0130  hours  to  0255  hours  the  movement  around  the  base  generally  ceasctd, 
but  the  interdictory  fires  were  conti’iued. 

At  0255  hours,  the  enemy  initiated  an  attack  by  fire,  107mm  and  122mm 
rockets,  75mm  recoilless  rifle  rounds,  82inm  and  ^Omm  mortar  rounds,  RPG's  and 
small  arms  fire  began  to  Impact  in  and  around  the'  base.  The  rate  of  indirect 
fire  was  80  rounds  per  minute  for  the  first  five  minutes  and  approximately  50 
rounds  per  minute  for  the  next  one  and  one-half  hours.  Most  of  the  rockets 
passed  over  the  base  and  Impacted  outside  the  wire  to  the  east.  One  man  was 
killed  by  a  mortar  round  as  an  L.F.  to  the  west  was  being  withdrawn.  There 
was  little  damage  and  ware  few  casualties  within  the  perimeter,  Coorainated 
with  the  attack  by  fire,  the  enemy  launched  a  battalion  sized  assault  from  the 
south  and  east,  (See  Incl^sure  3)«  The  troops  within  the  base  laid  down  a 
heavy  volume  of  grazing  fire,  as  the  howitzers  fired  "Killer  Junior"  to  the 
depth  of  150-200  meters  all  around  the  base.  The  supporting  155mm  artillery 
was  used  to  hit  the  enemy  attack  positions  in  the  woodli;.tv  to  the  south,  while 
the  8  inch  artillery  fired  deeper  into  this  area.  The  bases 's  8lram  and  4,2" 
mortars  fired  on  the  woodlino  to  the  east,  and  175”®*  artillery  was  used  to 
suppress  the  enemy  firing  positions  to  the  north.  The  intense  defensive  fires 
slowed  the  enemy  ground  assault  but  a  I6  man  element  did  breach  the  outer  wire 
on  the  south  with  bangalore  torpedoes.  The  men  on  the  bu.nker  line  stopped 
this  group  with  automatic  weapons  and  claymore  mines.  Although  their  attack 
was  stopped,  the  bulk  of  the  enemy  force  remained  in  the  open,  firing  small 
arms  and  ?PG*s  at  the  bunkers.  At  approximately  0400  hours,  AC-47  *nd  AC-119 
gunships,  helicopter  fire  teams,  and  Air  Force  fighters  arrived  over  the  ax'ea. 
The  175mm  artillety  fire  was  shifted  1  kilometer  to  the  north,  thus  clearing 
the  area  to  the  north  and  west  for  engagement  by  the  gunships.  The  AC-47  gun- 
ship  poured  fire  into  the  open  area  around  the  base  for  3^0  degrees.  As  the 
helicopters  moved  in,  they  were  engaged  by  numerous  ,51  caliber  machineguns 
(estimated  I5)  around  the  area,  with  the  heaviest  concentration  on  the  west. 

One  observation  helicopter  was  damaged  and  the  Brigade  command  and  control 
ship  received  five  hits.  As  the  helicopters  suppressed  the  anti-aircraft  fire, 
the  i’  tense  sunuorting  fires  fox'ced  the  eneny  to  withdraw  into  the  jungle, 

^See  Inclosure  4),  By  0530  there  was  only  sporadic  fire  from  the  surrounding 
area,  but  artillery  and  TAG  air  continued  to  hit  suspected  targets.  At  0645 
hours ,  Company  B  sent  a  platoon  thirough  the  break  in  the  wire  to  search 
through  the  area  to  the  south.  As  they  moved  into  the  old  village  area  they 
were  engaged  at  close  range  by  a  group  of  10-15  NVA  who  had  remained  concealed 
in  spider  holes.  The  Company  B  Commander  and  three  radio  operators  were  wound- 
ed  by  grenades.  The  platoon  moved  back  to  the  bunker  line  by  bounds  and  the 
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ar**  was  angagad  vrlth  155®!’'  •rtlllai'y  and  TAG  air  atrikaa,  forcing  tk»  ra»aln- 
ing  NVA  to  flaa  into  tk#  forast  to  tka  soutk.  Aftar  tha  oaarch  of  tka  battla 
aroa  was  rasumad ,  76  NVA  bodies,  15  small  arras#  1  Rl’G  launcher ,  10,000  rounds 
of  small  arms  ammunition,  and  numerous  RPG  rounds  were  racorarad,  Tkw  NVA 
soldiers  ware  dressed  in  khaki  unifonts  and  wearing  "Ho  Ckl  Mink"  sandals, 

Eaak  man  kad  bean  equipped  with  an  AK-47  rifle,  a  bandolier,  8  to  10  hand  gre¬ 
nades,  a  oup’typa  gas  mask,  and  was  carrying  an  extra  5  RI’Q  rounds,  Tka  bodies 
ware  significantly  free  of  extraneous  material  such  as  documents,  diaries  or 
other  personal  affects.  Three  infiltration  passes  wore  found,  which  identified 
the  battalion  as  an  element  of  tka  272nd  NVA  Regiment, 

Later  that  morning,  Co;npanies  A  and  C  of  the  battalion  were  air-landed 
approximately  5  kilometers  north  of  FSB  Crook  to  search  south  toward  the  base. 

At  1245  hours.  Company  A  became  engaged  with  an  unknown  sized  enemy  force  and 
light  contact  continued  until  1545  hours.  Due  to  this  contact  the  search  north 
of  the  base  was  not  completed  on  6  June,  On  the  evening  of  6  June,  tke  pattern 
of  activity  resumed  in  an  almost  Identical  fashion.  From  2000  to  2030  hours, 
the  seismic  sensors  northwest  and  east  of  the  base  transmitted  hsavy  activity. 

The  radar  detected  two  groups  of  approximately  40  personnel  moving  1500  meters 
north  of  the  base.  From  2000  to  0100  hours,  the  radar  continued  to  detect 
groups  of  3  bo  5  r'®’’  If!  bhe  woodlines  all  arcund  'the  base.  Each  area  of  aoti- 
rity  was  engaged  with  mortar  and  artillery  fire,  or  direct  fire  from  the  howit¬ 
zers  within  the  base. 

By  0100  hours,  the  majority  of  the  movement  had  ceased,  but  all  areas  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  engaged  with  direct  (Killer  Junior)  and  indirect  fires.  At  0200 
hours,  a  Night  Hawk  helicopter,  flying  in  to  support  the  action,  detected  large 
groups  of  enemy  moving  toward  the  base  along  the  road  from  the  east.  Artillery 
fires  were  immediately  shifted  to  attack  these  groups.  At  0255  bhe  enemy  attemk 
by  fire  began  with  greater  intensity  than  the  previous  night,  fi***^. 

five  minutes  the  rate  of  fire  was  I50  rounds  of  rocket*  mdftai*',  and  RPG  f^rek 
per  minute,  and  approximately  50  rounds  per  minute  for,  the  next'  one  and  one- 
half  hours.  Three  UoSo  soldiers  were  wounded  by  the  initial  volley.  Coordi¬ 
nated  with  the  attack  by  fire,  the  enemy  launched  a  two  battalion  ground  assault, 
one  battalion  moving  out  of  the  woodline  to  the  northeast,  and  the  other  attack¬ 
ing  from  the  northwest,  (See  Inclosure  5)«  ^he  base  engaged  the  attacking  enkny 
with  "Killer  Junior"  and  automatic  weapons.  The  Night  Hawk  helicopter  strafed 
the  enemy  coming  out  of  the  jungle  to  the  northeast,  while  two  helicopter  flx*e 
teams  hit  the  battalion  on  the  northwest  with  machinegun  and  rocket  flrei  these 
gvinshlps  were  followed  by  TAG  air  strikes  which  dropped  napalm  and  fragmentation 
bombs  on  this  force.  An  AC'=47  gunship  and  helicopter  gunshlps  engaged  the  ,51 
caliber  machineguns  which  had  begun  firing  from  the  west  of  the  stream,  175®® 
artillei^  was  placed' ori  the  jungle  to  the  northwest.  While  mortar  fire,  155®* 
and  6' incp  howitzer  fire  was  used  to  suppress  the  en^etfiy  firing  positions  to  the 
east  and  south,  Tne  area  was  under  continuous  lllumii^tioa|t^  the  AC-119  gunship, 
which  engaged  the  area  outside  the  wire  with  machine  gWu  fli^,  (See  Ineloeur*  6) 
The  enengr  coming  from  the  northwest  breached  the  first  wire  barrier*,  but  were 
stopped  by  the'  intense  defensive  fires.  The  attack  from  the  northeast  was  stopped 
before  it  reached  the  wire.  The  continuous  defensive  fires  forced  the  enemy  to 
attempt  to  withdraw,  but  the  volume  of  automatic  fire  and  bursting  munl^il^s 
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was  so  gr*at.  that  ths  majority  wur*  trapped  and  cut  dowii  in  the  opan,  Thoa#  who 
did  reach  the  jungto  had  to  mov#  through  concentrations  of  mortar  and  artillery 
fire,  which  was  shifted  out  in  pursuit  of  them. 

By  0530  hours,  those  enemy  who  could,  had  withdrawn.  At  O8I5  hours,  Company 
A  of  the  battalion  was  air-landed  southeast  of  ths  base  and  began  a  sweep  to  the 
west.  Company  C  landed  east  of  the  base  at  08^4^5  hours  and  began  a  search  of 
that  area.  The  Battalion  Reconnaissance  Platoon,  and  two  platoons  from  Company 
D  were  brought  into  reinforce  Con^any  B,  and  to  assist  in  the  sweep  to  the  north, 
As  the  sweep  around  the  base  concluded,  323  NVA  bodies,  10  PW  s ,  39  AiC-47 
rifles,  2  light  machineguns,  2  60mm  mortars,  90  rounds  of  60mm  ammunition,  2 
RPG  launchers,  230  RPG's,  ^00  hand  grenades,  satchel  charges,  10  bangalore 
torpedoes,  and  3000  rounds  of  small  arms  aionunition  were  recoTered,  That 

st  2000  hours,  the  Base  Commander  (MAJ  Ilacia)  ordered  a  test  firing  of 
all  weapons  as  a  precaution  in  the  event  of  continued  enemy  attacks.  Moments 
after  the  tost  firing  began,  the  base  received  small  arms  fire  from  36O  degrees 
and  several  ?5mm  recoilless  rifle  rounds.  Within  15  minutes  they  also  received 
a  light  volume  of  mortar  and  rocket  fire.  The  base  returned  t,he  fire  with 
automatic  weapons,  "Killer  Junior",  and  artillery.  This  duel  lasted  until  2130 
hours,  when  firing  ceased,  A  third  enemy  attack  had  been  aborted  by  the  initia¬ 
tion  of  the  test  fire,  3  ^VA  bodies  wore  recovered  from  this  attack, 

12,  COMMANDi  The  base  was  under  command  of  Major  Joseph  E,  Hacla,  Executive 

3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry,  CPT  Larry  B,  Thomas  commanded  B  Coi^any 
of  the  Battalion  and  CPT  Dickson  A,  Neal  commanded  Battery  A,  7th  Battalion, 

11th  Artillery,  Major  Hacia  alternated  his  position  between  the  observation 
tower  and  the  TOC  bunker,  CPT  Thomas  positioned  himself  along  the  bunker  line 
at  the  point  of  the  main  attacks.  The  battery  commander  i*emaine  at  the  battery 
firing  'position, 

13,  COMMUNICATIONS! 

a.  Radio  -  The  operation  was  controlled  on  the  Battalion  (3*22  Inf)  Com¬ 
mand  Net,  The  TOC  bunker  had  one  radio  on  the  Battalion  Command  Net,  one  radio 
on  the  Battalion  Logistics  Net,  and  one  radio  on  the  Company  B  Command  Not,  On 
the  tower  there  wore  two  radios,  one  on  the  Battalion  Command  Net  and  one  on  the 
Battery  A  Fire  Direction  Net,  The  Company  B  O  had  one  radio  on  the  Company  Net 
and  one  radio  on  the  Battalion  Command  Net,  Battery.  A  operated  on  their  Fire 
Direction  Not  and  monitored  the  Infantry  Battalion  Command  Net, 

b.  Wire  -  The  communications  bunker  was  located  l5  meters  from  the  TOC, 

The  switchboard  had  connections  to  the  TX,  the  tower,  the  FDC,  the  CoDg>any  B 

,  and  the  platoon  CP's,  In  addition  to  this  wire  tjet,  there  was  a  "Hot  Loop* 
connecting  the  TOC,  Company  B  CP,  FDC,  and  platoon  CP's,  There  were  also  direct 
lines  from  the  tower  to  the  TX  and  FX,  The  switchboard  operators  in  the 
communications  center  had  been  ii  structed  to  connect  all  stations  in  a  confer¬ 
ence  call  at  the  first  sign  of  enemy  contact,  this  addition  to  the  "Hot  Loop", 
provided  two  open  circuit  telephone  systems, 

14,  RESUPPLYs  Seven  CH-47  sorties  were  required  to  resupply  FSB  Crook  on  the 
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moralii^'is  nf  6  arnl  7  Jiuio.  Infantry  and  .irL'lIlory  oxpoiid ituros  for  tho 
period  of  ;j-8  Juno  aro  a;,  followsi 


■a.  Mlo  3*5^'™’ 

-  170,360  rounds 

b,  M60  7*82inm 

-  120,820  i-ounds 

c.  Hand  Gronados  (Frag) 

-  300 

d.  Caliber  .50  MG 

-  13,000  rounds 

0.  66mm  Rocket  (LAW) 

-  156 

f,  4,2"  Mortar! 

HE 

-  477  rounds 

ILLl^M 

-  353  rounds 

WP 

-  5?  rounds 

cs 

-  yi-  rounds 

g,  8lmm  Mortar! 

HE 

-  822  rounds 

ILLUM 

-  567  rounds 

iff- 

-  93  rounds 

h,  4C)mm  Gronados  i 

HF, 

“  5197  rounds 

CS 

-  Il4  rounds 

i.  90ram  RR* 

HE 

-  38  rounds 

BEEHIVE 

-  192  rounds 

j.  Claymore  Mines- 

-  274 

k«  Trip  Flares 

-  328 

1,  Hand  Flares 

-  324 

m,  105mm  Howitaor 

“  1764  rounds 

n,  155™!  Howitzer 

-  843  rounds 

0,  8  inch  Howitzer 

-  96  rounds 

p.  175iwn  Howitzer 

-  75  rounds 
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15,  SPECIAL  BjUIPMKNT  AND  TECHNIQUICSi 

«,  **Sup«r  Cl*3riior#".  A  I5  povind  •l*otrlc*Lly  d^tonatvd  shAp^d  oharg* 
point#d  in  til*  dir*ction  of  th*  anany  vith  a  roll  of  barb*d  wlr*  plaa*d  in  front 
of  th*  ahapod  charg*.  Th*  roll  of  vlr*  has  a  block  of  C4  •xploslT*  in  th*  can¬ 
ter,  fused  with  a  non*l*ctric  blasting  cap,  and  connactad  to  tha  shaped  charge 
with  detonating  oord,»„^  Upon  Ignition,  the  C4  ruptures  th*  rolled  wire  as  tha 
shaped  onarga  blows  the  disintegrating  mass  in  tha  direction  of  th*  enemy.  Thlr- 
ty  of  these  darlces  were  positioned  aroxmd  Fir*  Support  Base  Crook  and  used  with 
derastating  effect  on  th*  enemy  assault  troops, 

b.  Fougasse,  Eight  55  gallon  drums  of  Fougasse  were  positioned  around  th* 
base,  but  the  enemy  troops  took  great  oar*  in  aeoidlng  th*  gro\md  in  front  of 
these  devices, 

c.  Six  of  th*  eight  M-60  maehineguns  belonging  to  the  artillery  battery 
were  placed  on  the  bunker  line  and  manned  by  tha  rifle  oosqiany.  This  doubled 
the  number  of  maehineguns  firing  from  th*  bunker  line, 

d.  The  rifle  oonqjany  Ist  Sergeant  maintained  a  P.L,L,  for  small  arms  and 
established  a  repair  point  in  a  bunker.  Weapons  whioh  malfunotionsd  were  Immed- 
latsly  brought  to  this  point  for  on  sits  repair, 

e.  Three  smudge  pots  wsr*  kept  at  each  perimeter  bunker,  allowing  the  out¬ 
line  of  the  oatr^  to  be  marked  throughout  th*  night, 

f.  This  Battalion  had  adopted  a  poliey  of  rotating  rifle  ooa^nys  in  and 
out  of  the  Fire  Support  Base  at  two  to  three  week  intervals*  This  periodio 
change  increased  tha  morale  and  alertness  of  the  troops  and  caused  them  to  view 
their  new  surroundings  with  s  critical  eye.  Constant  iBq>roTsm*nts  were  mad*  in 
ths  defenses  and  Internal  arrangements  of  the  base,  in  a  spirit  of  ooqpetition 
between  th*  oon^anies* 

g.  A  ready^  reaction  force  was  eooqpossd  of  support  personnel  and  organised 
into  three  squads  with  an  AN/PRC-25  radio  and  M-60  maohinegun  eaok.  They  were 
rehearsed  to  reset  as  sqiuids,  reinforoing  designated  ssotors,  or  to  r**et  as  an 
entire  platoon  to  a  major  threat  from  any  direetlon. 

h.  The  Battalion  maintained  a  forward  aid  station  at  Fire  Support  Base 
Crook,  manned  by  th*  Battalion  Surgeon  and  three  senior  aid  man  from  the  Batta¬ 
lion  Medical  Platoon,  Thus  they  bad  the  owelty  to  perform  life  saving 

gery  in  the  everit  that  the  eneii^^  anti— aircraft  fire  would  delay  ssdlcaX  evmsu— 
ation*  Thsr*  were  landing  tones'  insids  and  ontaide  tha  periMtar*  Nadieal 
evacuation  was  performed  at  0530  hoax*s  each  morning  from  the  interior  landing 
ton*.  Gunshlps  provided  cover  for  th*  KXDBVAC  helieopters*^ 

i.  Amsunition  was  prestoeked  in  three  main  asMunltlon  tv^ply  points  and 
in  eighteen  small  supply  points  positionad  behind  tbs  fighting  bankers*  This 
presludsd  any  heavy  loss  of  ammunition  from  enemy  fire  and  remsoad  tha  aaount 
of  time  and  e]q;>osare  of  personnel  In  resupplying  th*  fighting  bunkers* 
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16.  RESULTS  1 

a.  U.S.  EIA  -  1,  WLA  -  7.  H®avy  Daaage  to  1  L.O.H.,  Light  Damage  to  1 

DHIH. 

b,  Enei^t  HA  -  402,  P.O.W,  -  10. 

Weapons  Captured i 


AK--47  -  54 

Light  MG  -  2 

.51  Cal.  MG  -  1 

R.P.G.  Rocket  Launcher  -  3 

60mm  Mortar  -  2 

Ammunition  Captured! 

60am  rounds  -  90 

R.P.G.  rounds  -230 

Hand  Grenades  -500 

Satchel  Charges  -  84 

Bangalore  Torpedoes  -  10 

Small  Arms  Ammunition  -  13*000 


17.  ANALYSIS!  The  overwhelming  victory  achieved  at  Fire  Support  Base  Crook  is 
attributable  to  planning  and  motivation.  The  personnel  at  FSB  Crook  were  physi¬ 
cally  and  mentally  prepared  for  any  contingency.  When  the  enes^  noved  en  masse 
against,  them,  they  calmly  and  efficiently  destroyed  them, 

a.  The  physical  structure  of  the  base  provided  excellent  frontal,  rear, 
lateral  and  overhead  protection  for  the  personnel,  and  it  was  constantly  being 
improved.  Three  wire  obstacles  stood  between  the  bunker  line  and  the  enemy. 

Flat,  well-cleared  fields  of  fire  surrounded  the  base.  The  fire  power  of  all 
weapons  in  the  base  could  be  used  against  an  attacking  force.  Six  howitters, 
four  mortars,  twelve  machine  guns,  automatic  rifles,  recoilless  rifles,  grenade 
launchers,  claymore  mines,  and  ’’Super  Claymo ires''  provided  a  shield  of  fire 
ai^sund  the  base. 

b.  A  well- equipped  and  trained  reaction  force  was  available  to  reinforce 
any  sector  of  the  base. 

c.  Communications,  ammunition  supply,  weapons  maintenance,  and  medical 
aid  were  specifically  structured  to  fxwction  efficiently  under  heavy  attack, 

d.  Mot  only  was  the  system  of  fire  support  preplanned,  it  was  thoroughly 

understood  by  all  concerned.  The  Rifle  Conpany  Conaander,  Battery  Conuinder, 
the  Artillery  Liaison  Officer,  the  Brigade  Air  Liaison  Officer,  the  Brigade 
Aviation  Officer,  the  S3  Air,  platoon  leaders  and  forward  observers  had  all  been 
briefed  that,  in  the  event  of  an  attack  on  the  base,  the  155®®  ®  inch  support- 
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ing  artillery,  and  tha  mortars  within  tha  basa  wt;uld  flra  to  ths  south  and  aaat 
of  tha  basa,  tha  175j"«  artillary  would  flra  to  tha  north  and  wast  until  air  sup¬ 
port  arrlyad,  and  then  be  shifted  to  the  north  to  clear  tha  air  space  on  tha  north 
and  wast  for  the  use  of  'TAG  air  and  helicopter  gunshipj.  The  area  immediately 
around  the  base  would  be  engaged  with  small  arms,  "Killer  Junior",  and  AC-47  or 
AC-119  gunships  flying  above  the  path  of  incoming  artillery.  In  this  manner 
there  would  be  continuous  fire  in  concentric  rings  around  the  base ,  and  all  avail¬ 
able  supporting  fires  could  be  employed  simultaneously.  Whan  this  system  had  to 
be  la^)lemanted ,  it  was  done  rapidly  and  smoothly,  since  everyone  understood  tha 
plan. 


a.  Early  warning  from  radar,  seismic  sensors,  and  night  obsai*vation  devices 
enabled  the  base  to  initiate  a  preemptive  attack  by  fire  on  the  anesy  weapons 
emplacements  and  attack  positions.  Although  this  did  not  prevent  tha  enemy 
attack  by  fire  or  ground  assault,  it  did  severely  reducs  their  coordination  and 
effectiveness  as  evidenced  by  a  400  to  1  KIA  ratio, 

f.  After  the  enemy  ground  attack  failed,  the  supporting  fires  were  eiq}loyed 
to  pursue  and  destroy  the  withdrawing  ener:y.  This  retention  of  an  offensive 
spirit  was  the  most  signifioAnt  factor  in  this  operation,  A  defensive  situation 
was  turned  into  an  offensive  situation  in  which  the  destruction  of  the  massed* 
wiemy  forces  becanvdJie  objective. 


7  Incl 

1  -  Situation  Overlay 

■2 - Terrain  Photograph  (incl  wd  HQ,  DA) 

3  -  Enemy  Situation  5-6  June 

4  -  Friendly  Fire  5-6  June 
5—  Enemy  Situation  6-7  June 

6  -  Fr5,endly  Fire  6-7  June 

7  -  Air  Photograph  of  FSB  Crook 


^  9CcX, 

MICHAEL  D,  KEATING  (/ 

Major,  Armor 

Commanding 


CFi 

2  -  COMOSMACV,  Attni  J3 

2  -  CG,  OSARV,  Attni  G3 

2  -  CO,  II  FFV,  Attni  G3 
1  -  CG,  let  Inf  Diy,  Attni  G3 

1  -  CG,  9th  Inf  Div,  Attni  G3 

1  -  CG,  1st  Air  Cav  Div,  Attni  G3 
1  -  CG,  CMAC,  Attni  G3 
1  -  CG,  199th  LIB,  Attni  G3 
1  -  CO,  11th  ACR,  Attni  S3 
1  -  CG,  RTAVF,  Attni  G3 
1  -  CG,  ATF,  Attni  G3 
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IPW  SECTION 

25TH  lULITiiliy  I:^ri5LLIGia';CS  DET-iCiniEliT 
APO  96225 

INTERROGATION  REPORT 

Report  Number i  25-246-69  4,  Status  1  Returnee 

Date  of  Report!  July  69  5»  Disposition!  PWCP 

Reference!  VIETliAM  1j 50,000  6230  I.  Series  L7014 
Bicfjjraphioal ,  patai 

a,  rRAH  MINH  DAD  Alias 1  BAY  DAD 

IRANN  MINH  DAOV 

bo  Position/Rank:  Senior  Captain 

c*  Unit/Organization/LBN!  Combat  Tactics  Section  SR-1 

d.  Date/Placa  of  Birthi  1.934/Saigon 

e.  Place  of  Residence!  Same  as  POB 

f.  Occupation!  Student 

g.  Education!  7  yoars 

h.  Religion!  Buddhist 

1,  Marital  Status  1  Single 

j.  Number  of  Children!  None 

k.  Father!  TRAN  VAN  THANH  (D)  Mother!  DUONG  THI  DUOC  (D) 

l.  Relatives' Working  for  the  VC  or  GVH!  TRAN  VAN  HAI-3rothor- in-law 
VC  cadreman  in  an  unknown  location. 

Circumstances  of  Capture! 

a.  Capturing  Uniti  B/2/14  Inf  OPCON  to  l/5th'M0ch,  25th  Inf  Div 

b,  DTG/Placa  of  Capture!  10  1000  Jul  69  XT  577  270 
c«  Activity  at  Time  pf  Capture!  Hiding  in  a  tunnel 
d«  Weapons /Equipment,  in  Possession!  '  None 

e*  Documents/Identification  Paporsi  5  Pounds  Documents 

DOWNGRADED  AT  12  YEAR  INTERVALS; 

NOT  AUTOMATICALLY  DECLASSIFIED. 

(ZoNf^/OS/v  j/fl[  1^01^  5200.10 
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Roport  Nunibon  25-246-69 

8,  Past  jVctlvltle  I 

SOURCE  was  bo  ti  in  Phu  Nhuan  (D)  Gla  Dinh  (P)  of  Saigon  City*  Ho  attondod 
tho  Huynh  Ninh  ol'  ^iontary  school  at  Dac  Kao  (D)  Saigon  City  for  7  yoars. 

In  1949,  SOURCE  Joined  tho  Viot  Minh,  Ho  had  tho  position  of  Military 
Security  Socrotory  of  tho  3C6th  Viot  Minh  Bn.  As  Socurity  Socrotary,  his 
position  was  on  tho  sanio  rank  basis  as  squad  loador, 

Approximatoly  Sopt  1950  until  Juno''  195I|  SOUitCE  took  Officers  Training  in 
tho  Viot  Minh*  SOURCE  states  that  his  training  consisted  of  weapons,  dlsci- 
pllno  and  tactics  training*  Training  was  givon  at  SRr-7  at  Bd  Rla  (P)» 

Juno  1951  until  Docombor  1952  SOURCE  attondod  Combat  hoadors  School  at  Bon 
Cat  (D),  SRr»7*  This  training  consisted  of  classes  on  attack  principles  and 
loadorship  capabilitios ,  also  infantry  training. 

From  January  Of  1953  until  October  of  195^ »  SOURCE  somred  as  Co  XO  of  tho 
916th  Co,  306th  Viet  Minh  3n,  In  October  195^,  SOURCE  wont  to  NVU.  Ho  re- 
coivod  orders  with  5  other  officers  in  his  unit. 

From  Dec  195^  until  March  of  1956  ho  took  training  on  how  to  bocomo  a 
Battalion  Commander,  Training  consisted  of  cl, asses  and  practical  exorcises  on 
how  to  maneuver  a  largo  forco,  SOURCE  also  statod  that  thoro  woro  also  poli¬ 
tical  classes  involved.  This  training  was  givon  at  Thai  Nguyen  Province, 

In  March  1956,  SOURCE  was  assigned  to  tho  1st  3n,  305'tb  Viot  Minh  Div  as 
its  Commander,  SOURCE  served  in  this  capacity  until  1957»  I*'  1957  SOURCE  was 

assigned  to  tho  338th  Div  in  tho  c.apacity  of  G-1, 

Duo  to  source’s  many  positions  in  the  Viot  Minh  and  his  other  outstanding 
accomplishments,  time  is  not  available  to  cover  them  all  in  this  roport, 

SOURCE  has  devoted  his  entire  lifo  to  milit,aty  sorvieo, 

9,  Informatics  G.ainodt 

SR-1  Organization!  In  August  1967,  SOURCE  Joined  SRr»l  in  tho  capacity  of  Tac¬ 
tics  training  officer.  Ho  was  assigned  to  this  position  by  tho  military  command 
of  North  Vietnam 

SRr»l  has  ,3  main  sections!  l)  Staff  Soctionp  2)  Political  Sectionj  and  3) 
Roar  Service  Section, 

(1)  Staff  Section  has  12  sections  suliordinato  to  iti 

1,  Mossago  and  decoding  section 

2,  Combat  Arms  section 

3,  Rocon  section 

4,  Engineers  section 

5,  Information  section 

6,  Military  Intolligonco  section 

7,  Administrativo  section 

8,  Sapper  section 

9,  Militia  section 

10,  Military  mobilo  advisory  section 

11,  Military  Tactics  section 

12,  Military  forco  section 

1,  Message  and  decoding  section  is  responsible  for  sending  and  rocoiving 
messages.  They  also  see  to  it  that  all  messages  go  to  the  correct  LBN, 

2,  Combat  Arms  section  is  responsible  for  seeing  to  it  that  all  units  aro 
kept  up  to  strength. 
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3i  Engtiioor  soctlon  is  rosn^iisibl-j  for  to  it  th.-.t  ail  inst 'JLlations 

arc  built  safo  and  propur, 

4#  Rocon  suction  is  rosponsiblo  for  collocting  infoniiation  Oii  all  unomy 
hold  territory, 

5,  Information  soction  is  rosponsiblo  for  items  such  as  whuru  to  find 
pooplo  and  photography  o’l  the  battlefield, 

6,  Military  Intolligonco  suction  is  responsible  for  gathering  tactical 
information  on  US  and  /iRVN  units, 

7*  iViministrativo  soction  is  responsible  for  all  dissemination  of  orders 
and  paporwork  pertaining  to  units  subordinate  to  SR-], 

8,  Sapper  section  is  responsible  for  training  and  equipment  of  sapper 
personnel, 

9,  Militia  section  is  rosponsiblo  for  grouping  poop'.e  in  hamlets  to  join  ^ 
reaction-.ry  forces  and  their  political  indoctrination, 

10,  Military  mobile  advisory  section  is  responsible  for  advising  units  on 
what  areas  they  should  operate  in  and  on  movement, 

11,  Military  tactics  section  is  responsible  for  training  infantry  officers 
on  what  type  of  tactics  to  uso  on  tho  battlofield, 

12,  Military  forces  sectiin  is  responsible  for  assigiiing  soldiers  of 
infiltration  groups  to  their  xunts,. 

(2)  Tho  Political  soctioiu  Compos^  of  6  subordinate  sections.  They  are 
as  follows : 

1,  Pioipaganda  and  training  section.  This  section  is  responsible  fi.r 
dissemination  of  propaganda  and  the  politica.l  indoctrination  of 
civilians. 

2,  Organization  section.  This  section  is  responsible  f  ■'r  screening 
Gild  chocking  "^n  pjaple  wh^  want  to  j'^in  tho  VP  organiza.tien  and 
the  cemnninist  party,  .J.S('  they  ch^)ck  "n  the  actions  of  the 
pucplo  who  are  already  members, 

3,  Cadreinon  soction,  This  section  is  'ir.inly  reoponsible  for  taking 
tho  best  soldiers  and  putting  then  iio  positions  which  are  fitting 
to  thoir  qualities,  Thoy  also  hojidle  tho  per  '.onal  affairs  of 
high  rcuiking  cadre, 

4,  CiviliaJi  paroselyting  section  is  responsible  5  or  recruiting  villa¬ 
gers  for  VC  labor, 

5,  Military  proselyting  serves  the  same  purpose  as  the  draft  board, 

6,  Security  section  is  rosponsiblo  for  maintaiiiing  unit  security, 

Thoy  Serve  tho  same  purpose  a.s  our  military  intolligonco  and 
count er-intolligonce  detachments , 

(3)  Roar  Service  section  is  composed  of  5  subordinate  sect! ms » 

1,  Planning  section.  This  section  is  responsible  for  making  plans 
on  how  to  get  supplies  from  one  point  to  another.  This  is  done 
by  the  use  of  civilian  laborers, 

2,  Quart’ermaster  section.  This  soction  is  responsible  for  tho 
dissemination  of  supplies,  such  as  ammo,  food,  clothing  and 
weapons, 

3,  Ordnance  soction.  This  soction  is  responsible  for  procurement 
of  weapons  and  means  of  communication, 

4,  Finance  soction.  This  soction  is  rosponsiblo  for  collocting  taxes 
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and  payment  of  funds  to  soldiurs  a  id  c.idromon, 

5.  Transportation  soction*  This  section  is  rospoisiblo  for  thy 
evacuation  of  VTtA’s  and  KIA’s  from  tliu  battlefield  to  tho 
hospital. 

Mission*  SOURCE  was  to  be  taken  by  moans  of  a  commo-liaison  porsonnol  to  an 
unk  area  of  the  Boi  Loi  V/oods,  This  comi.io-liaison  was  to  moot  him  at  IOI8OO 
July  69  at  Sa  Nho  (l)  (H)  XT576275*  oOUItCE  was  captured  prior  to  meoting 
this  commo-liaison.  Ho  states  that  his  commo-liaison  was  to  take  him  to  a 
mooting  between  himself  and  all  the  officers  (comfiany  grade  and  higher)  of  tho 
1st  and  3rd  Bna,  268  Regt,  SOURCE  was  to  advise  them  on  now  tactics  of  combat 
dovisod  by  tho  Military  Tactics  Soction  of  the  Staff  Soction,  SR-1,  Those 
tactics  included*  l)  choosing  aideush  sites,  2)  opon  fiold  combat  and  night 
movements,  SOURCE  states  that  duo  to  heavy  losses  suffered,  now  tactics  wore 
boing  dovisod  for  each  unit  under  tho  control  of  Sub-Rogion  1, 

Locations*  SR-1  Hoa,dquartorsj  XT5638 

Quyot  Thang  Regt  HQs*  XT814084 

268th  Regt  HQs*  XT532315,  XT506332,  and  XT5132.  SOH.LCE  stated 
that  tho  throe  above  areas  aro  all  used  as  Rogt  hoadquartors  because  thoy 
frequently  move  from  place  to  placo,  Thoy  are  now  located  at  XT506332. 

Locations  of  tho  101st  Rogt  and  88th  Regt  aro  unknown. 

Unit  organizations  and  dosignations: 

SR-1  is  composed  of  4  regiments.  They  aro  tho  Quyet  Thang  Regt,  the  268th  Regt, 
the  88th  Regt  and  tho  101st  Regt, 

The  Quyet  Thang  Regt  with  3  3ns  is  also  known  as  the  Thang  Dong  Regt,  Tho 
1st  Bn  is  designated  as  the  Thang  Dong  1  Bii;  2nd  3n  as  the  Thang  Dong  2  Bnj  the 
4th  Bn  is  designated  as  the  Gia  Dinh  4  3n»  SOURCE  states  ho  has  no  Icnowledgo 
of  the  Bns*  areas  of  operations. 

The  lOlst  Rogt  has  three  Bns  and  is  also  knovm  as  the  l6th  Rogt,  SOURCE 
kno\«  no  other  Bn  designation  other  than  1,  2,  and  3*  3ns  areas  of  operations 
are  not  known  to  SOURCE. 

268th  Rogt  has  throe  Bns,  The  263th  Regt  is  also  designated  as  tho  D268 
and  Ben  Tre  Regt,  Three  Bns  are  designated  K-1,  K-2,  and  K-3  ,  also  Son  Tre  1, 
2,  and  3*  Bns  areas  of  operation  aro  U'lknown  to  SOURCE, 

SOURCE  states  that  tho  88th  Rogt  is  not  now  part  of  SRr-l,  The  88th  was 
sent  to  Tay  Ninh  (P)  and  is  now  part  of  the  9th  VC/NVA  Div, 

SOURCE  states  that  each  rogt  has  its  own  Political  Staff  and  Roar  Service 
sections.  Ho  has  no  knowledge  of  their  locations, 

Replacomonts:  SOURCE  states  that  somotimo  in  July  1969,  the  268th  Rogt  will 
recoivo  45O  new  replacomonts.  He  could  not  give  information  on  tho  exact  time 
or  placo.  They  will  go  to  tho  268th  AO,  Sourco  has  nogativo  knowlodgo  of  any 
other  replacomonts. 

Personalities  * 

SR-1  Commanding  Officers 

TAM  liE  THAIJH  Division  Commandor  (Rank),  SR-1  CO,  a/w  K-54,  located  vicinity 
of  tho  southern  part  of  Dau  Tiong  District,  Sourco  states  this  m.an  is  forty- 
soven  years  old,  tall,  and  has  graying  hair, 

NAM  I^,  asst  SR-1  CO,  located  sar.ic  as  T^iM  LE  TH^INH,  a/w  K~54  ,  45  years  oldj 
medium  height,  black  hair. 

Com  Pi  Q/:N  AL. 
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Staff  Section  Chief i  N/\li  LE  is  Chief  of  Staff  of  SR-1 

Political  Section  Loader;  PIIU,  43  years  old,  a/w  K-5^+,  loc  unknown,  has 
brown  hair,  medium  build. 

Rear  Service  Section  Chief;  ILil  WHOM,  46  years  old,  a/w  K-54,  loc  unkiiown. 
Military  Tactics  Section  Chief;  BA  HUI^G,  41  years  old,  a/w  K-54,  loc 
unkiiown, 

DiTERKOGArOR  COMtENTS; 

Interrogation  was  ended  because  duo  to  lack  of  sleep  and  rest,  source 
became  gvoggy.  Source  was  in  good  health  and  answered  qiostions  willingly. 

DTG  of  Interrogation;  10  I3OO  July  1969 
Intorrogator/lntorpriotor;  JOHN  HAMPTON/SSG  TUOU  (ARVN) 
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Additional  Information  Report  on  TRAN  MIHH  DAD,  captured  by  B/2/14  Inf  and  l/5 
Mech,  25th  Inf  Div,  at  XT  577  270  on  10  1000  Jul  69,  VCPW 

In  the  devised  now  tactics  of  SR-1,  Source  gave  the  following  information; 

He  stated  that  the  Quyet  Thang  Rogt  has  the  responsibility  of  operating 
from  Hwy  #6  down  to  Northern  Saigon  (ho  statod  that  the  VC  call  that  aroa  tho; 
’^orimoter  Frontline'*),  Tho  268  Regt  operates  in  tho  Phu  Hoa  (V)  aroa  over  to 
Trong  Bang  and  tho  VC  call  this  area  tho  "Middlo  Krontlino  of  SR-1'‘,  Tho  l6th 
or  lOlst  Rogt  operates  in  tho  Bon  Cat  and  Dau  Tiong  aroa  (which  tho  VC  call  tho; 
‘'Installation  Protocticn  Frontline  '),  Ho  statod  that  bosidos  thoso  throo  rogts 
in  SRr-1  they  have  2  Artillory  Bns  (tho  8th  and  9th)  to  support  and  movo  accord¬ 
ing  to  Frontlino  roquiromonts. 

Source  statod  that  tho  now  tactics  in  SR-1  wero  brought  about  because  Allied 
troops  wore  clearing  away  most  of  the  terrain.  Ho  statod  that  most  of  tho  units 
of  SR-1  aro  going  to  change  to  guorrilla  and  sappor  tactics  rathor  than  Main 
Force  ground  attacks.  He  also  stated  that  they  plan  to  have  more  sniper  acti¬ 
vity  and  more  use  of  mines, 

(A)  Choosing  Ambush  Sites; 

Source  stated  that  the  VC  have  devised  plans  to  attack  small  units 
rather  than  large  units.  Source  also  stated  that  the  attacks  would  depend  on 
the  road  situation  and  the  area  they  are  in, 

(B)  Open  Field  Combat; 

Source  statod  that  in  open  field  combat  they  aro  going  to  roly  more  on 
mine  fields  rather  than  troop  combat, 

(C)  Night  Movements; 

Source  stated  that  their  attacks  at  night  will  now  bo  supper  attacks 
rather  than  by  strength.  He  also  statod  that  in  traveling  at  night  they  will 
break  down  into  small  units  and  travel  different  directions  to  roach  their 
destination. 

Source  statod  that  the  reason  thoy  wore  changing  thoir  tactics  was 
becauso  most  of  tho  terrain  had  boon  cleared  away  and  heavy  lossos  havo  boon 
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incunred.  In  this  way  they  will  be  trying  to  cut  down  on  casualties.  Ho 
stated  that  in  the  past  they  usod  to  attack  in  force  rather  than  uso  guerrilla 
and  sapper  tactics  as  they  plian  on  doing  now. 

Source  stated  that  they  do  not  have  a  school  to  train  officers,  so 
they  send  them  letters  of  instruction  on  counter-attacks. 

Added  Information! 

Source  stated  that  tho  268  Rogt  is  an  Infantry  unit,  but  they  aro  planning 
to  change  tho  268  Rogt  to  a  sapper  unit.  Ho  also  stated  that  tho  Quyot  Thang 
Rogt  will  also  be  changed,  Tho  101  Rogt  will  remain  an  Infantry  unit. 

Source  stated  that  at  tho  time  of  his  capture,  ho  was  on  his  way  to  tho 
HQs  of  the  268  Regt  to  tell  thorn  of  the  now  plans  and  to  givo  tho  CO  tho 
letters  of  instruction.  Ho  said  ho  was  intending  to  givo  sapper  training, 

DTG  of  Rointorirogationi  11  0915  Jul  69 
Interrogator/ In)  ^rpreton  SMTTH/NHO  (ARVN) 

Additional  Information  Report  on  TRAN  MINH  DAD,  Captured  by  B/2/14  Inf  and  1/5 
Moch,  25th  Inf  Div  at  XT  577  270  on  10  1000  Jul  69,  VCPW 

Source  said  that  SR-1  got  civilian  laborers  and  collects  taxes  from 
people.  Source  knew  little  about  the  people’s  association  with  his  unit  because 
the  people  wez*e  handled  by  the  rear  service  section. 

Source  said  the  psychology  of  SR-1  is  to  win  the  people  to  their  side,  f 
Source  said  they  do  this  by  using  much  propaganda.  Source  said  this  is  done  by 
the  propaganda  and  training  section  of  SR-1,  Source  did  not  know  the  specific 
methods  this  section  uses. 

Source  said  the  VC  and  SR-1  think  they  can  vrin  the  war  politically  by 
getting  the  people  to  the  communist  side,  but  the  source  said  he  did  hot  think 
they  coxild  win  the  war  militarily. 

Source  said  his  unit,  SR-1  is  making  contribution  to  tho  war  effort  by 
training  good  soldiers  for  tho  communist  side,’  Ho  did  not  know  if  the  people 
in  tho  Citadel  wero  making  worthwhile  contributions  because  tho  planning  section 
takes  care  of  the  people, 

Sourco  stated  that  SR-1  can  hold  out  mtll  tho  coalition  govommont  is 
formed,  because  his  unit  has  enough  supplies  and  spreads  enough  propaganda  to 
keep  the  war  going. 

Source  said  the  dogroo  in  which  tho  Communist  aro  Anti-US  and  Anti-GVN  is 
absolute.  Source  said  th(  communists  aro  more  Anti-US  and  Anti-GVl'J  than  any¬ 
thing  else  thoy  might  bolievo  in. 

Sources  bolioves  thoir  is  no  psychological  way  for  us  to  appeal  to  SR-1, 
because  they  are  so  thoroughly  indoctrinated  with  Communism  and  so  Anti-US  and 
Anti-GVN, 

Sourco  said  tho  best  way  to  appeal  to  tho  Citadol  people  is  to  uso  covintor- 
propagonda  and  when  US  troops  go  on  operations,  thoy  should  not  bother  tho 
Citadol  people  any  more  than  is  absolutely  nocossary, 

Tho  biggest  factor  of  motivation  to  tho  people  In  tho  Citadol  is  propaganda. 
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Interrogator’s  Comments! 

Source  answered  questions  without  hesitation.  Source  seemed  of  high 
intelligence  and  was  very  cooperative, 

DTG  of  Heir terrogtttionj  15  1200  Jul  69 

Interrogator/Interpreter t  STADTHER/SSG  HUU  (ARVN) 

Additional  Information  Report 

Source  was  re-interrogated  on  locations  of  ma.ior  Sub- Region  1  units: 
Sub-Region  l/COSW  Cotnitiunioations,  and  Codes  and  LBN’s  of  Sub-Region  1  Sections, 

LOCATION  OF  MAJOR  SUB-REGION  1  ITNITSi 

The  headquarters  of  SR-1  and  its  major  units  are  small  highly  mobile  groups 
which  have  no  fixed  location.  The  units  movements  aro  all  guided  by  cotnmo- 
liaison  directed  through  SR-1  Communications  Center,  The  only  somi-pormanont 
location  in  SR-1  is  the  Communications  Center,  Two  months  ago  it  was  located 
at  XT  605  393,  Source  believes  it  is  still  located  there, 

SR- 1  /  COSVN  COI'MJN  IC aTIONS  i 

All  communications  botwoon  SR-1  headquarters  and  its  higher  and  subordi¬ 
nate  units  is  done  though  tho  communications  center, 

SR-1  rocaives  its  orders  from  COSVN,  Plans  or  major  strategies  or  offen¬ 
sives  come  down  by  letter.  All  other  communications  botwoon  SR-1  and  COSVN 
aro  by  radio-teletype.  Only  tho  teletype  radio  is  used  for  signal  communica¬ 
tions  between  SR-1  and  COSVN,  Communications  between  SR-1  and  lower  units  is 
effected  by  use  of  vocal  transmission  radios  and  comrio-liaison  only.  There 
are  no  telephones  or  field  phones  using  wire  commuiiications  in  Sub-Region  1, 
Communication  is  made  mostly  at  night.  Source  rocoivod  his  oirdors  and  training 
plans  directly  from  tho  Chief  of  Staff  of  SR-1  NAM  LE,  They  would  moot  at  tho 
trail  junction  vie  XT  568  366,  Ho  was  always  taken  to  tho  units  or  meeting 
places  whore  training  was  to  bo  conducted  by  coramo-liaisons, 

SUB-REGION  1  COMMUNICATIONS  CENTER a 

Tho  SR-1  communications  contor  was  located  at  XT  605  393  “two  months  ago. 
Source  boliovos  that  it  is  still  there,  Tho  unit  designation  is  H-7  and  tho 
LBN  of  tho  unit  is  HT  A7/78235ZC,  Tho  mission  of  this  unit  is  to  maintain 
communications  between  COSVN  and  SR— 1  and  botwoon  SR-1  and  all  of  its  subor¬ 
dinate  units.  It  also  controls  tho  dispatching  of  commo-liaison  and  sees  that 
mail  roaches  tho  proper  LBN,  The  S— 2  Section  of  the  unit  is  responsible  for 
monitoring  US/ARVN  1  r.dio  transmissions. 

The  Commo-Center  is  located  in  a  bunker-tunnel  complex  which  is  well 
camouflaged  and  very  difficult  to  see  on  the  ground.  It  cannot  be  seen  from 
the  air.  Friendly  operations  have  passed  right  over  the  center  but  have  not 
seen  it.  The  entrance  is  a  camouflaged  tunnel.  The  main  center  is  a  large 
bunker  which  is  fortified  by  largo  beams  as  overhead  cover.  Three  months  ago 
it  was  hit  directly  by  a  B-52  strike  and  was  partially  caved  in,  Several 
people  were  killed  and  wounded  in  tho  B-52  strike  but  tho  Commo-Contor  was  soon 
rebuilt  in- the  same  location,  Tho  center  is  protected  by  a  minefield  and 
boobytraps.  Observation  posts  in  the  area  are  manned  by  a  few  snipers  to  delay 
and  provide  advanced  early  warning  of  approaching  US/ARVW  troops.  If  troops 
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approach  the  bunkers  from  one  or  two  directions  the  VC  will  try  to  sneak  out 
of  the  bunker  and  evade  the  approaching  troops.  If  the  bunker  is  surrounded 
they  will  go  deep  into  secret  tunnels  within  the  conqilex.  These  tunnels  also 
have  secondary  exits  in  the  area.  Between  1500-1?00  hours  daily  the  unit 
cooks  rice  with  an  oven  in  the  complex.  On  rainy  days  the  smoko  rises  and 
could  be  seen  from  the  air.  There  wore  other  bunkers  on  both  sidos  of  tho 
road  in  grid  square  XT  6039  within  a  few  minutes  walk  from  tho  road.  They  may 
bo  alternate  locations  of  the  Commo-Centor  or  other  sections  of  SR-1, 

OODES/LBN’S  of  SR-1  SECTIONSi 

Sub-Region  1  consists  of  three  see cions  and  thoir  sub-sections.  They  aroi 
(l)  Staff  Section,  (2)  Political  Soction,  a'.id  (3)  Rear  Sorvico  Section,  Thoir 
unit  designations  and  LBN's  are  as  follows i 
Staff  Section  Unit  K- 10  LBN  HT78235ZC 
Combat  Section  LBN  A/1  78235ZC 
Military  Intolligenco  LEW  A/2  78235ZC 
Military  Forco  Soction  LBN  A/3  78235ZC 
Militia  Section  LBN  A/4  78235ZC 
Engineers  Section  LBN  A/5  762352C 
Artillery  Soction  LBN  A/6  78235ZC 
Communications  Soction  (H-7)  LBN  A/7  78235ZC 
Source  does  not  remember  othor  Subjections  codes. 

Political  Soction  Unit  K-20  LBN  HT  78236ZC 

Source  does  not  know  tho  sub-sections  codes. 

Other  Information! 

An  NCO  Training  School  is  usually  located  on  NUI  CAU  (location  xinknown) 
Mountain  north  of  Dau  Tieng,  There  is  no  training  there  presently  since  people 
cannot  be  spared  to  go  to  school, 

INTERROGATORS  COMMENTS! 

Source  was  very  intelligent  and  in  good  health.  He  answered  all  questions 
readily  and  was  cooperative, 

DTG  of  Interrogation!  12  2130  Jxily  69 
Interrogator/Interpreter I  ILT  FLI/SSG  NHO  (ARVN) 

Additional  Information  Report  on  TRAN  MINH  DAO,  Chieu  Hoi,  detained  by  B/2/l4th 
Inf,  25th  Inf  Div,  on  10  1000  July  69  at  XT  577  270 

Source  was  reinterrogated  on  the  (l)  Effectiveness  of  US  operations  and 
tactics  in  the  Citadel  aroa,  and  (2)  VC  units  and  missions  in  the  Citadel  area. 

The  US  forces  in  the  Cu  Chi,  Trang  Bang,  and  Tay  Ninh  areas  have  been  very 
successful  according  to  the  source.  They  have  constantly  inflicted  heavy  casual¬ 
ties  on  the  VC  Main  Force,  Local  Force  and  Gueirilla  Forces  in  these  areas.  Of 
tho  3  Main  Force  Regiments  in  Sub-Region  1,  the  268th  Regiment  has  the  worst 
record  for  consistently  sustaining  heavy  casualties  and  being  unable  to  mount 
large  operations.  The  Quyet  Thang  Regiment  also  has  sustained  heavy  casualties 
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and  is  not  able  to  mount  large  scale  operations.  The  l6th  or  101st  Regiment 
has  fared  the  bost  of  the  throe  in  being  ablo  to  koop  its  units  together  with¬ 
out  sustaining  heavy  casualties. 

Tactics; 

The  Romo  Plow  land  clearing  operations  are  causing  the  VC  strategists  the 
greatest  problems  of  any  US  tactics.  They  hurt  the  Main  Force'  troops  because 
they  eliminate  thoir  ability  to  concontrato.  This  enables  the  US  Forces  to 
operate  safely  in  Conpany  and  Platoon  size  oloments  and  still  defoat  the  VC 
elements  they  come  in  contact  wl.th.  The  268th  Regiment  in  particular  has  much 
difficulty  in  operating  in  cleared  areas.  The  clearing  operations  have  forced 
them  to  break  do'wn  into  squad  and  platoon  size  elements  and  spread  out  in  the 
hamlets  of  the  Citadel  area  and  the  Boi  Loi  Woods 

Source  recommends  that  continued  and  more  extensive  clearing  of  the 
following  areas  would  greatly  damage  the  ability  of  the  VC  to  operate  in  these 
areas* 

Phuoc  Hiep 
Phuoc  Thanh 
An  Tinh 
Gia  Loc 
Loc  Hung 
Trung  Lap 
Rang 

Dong  Lon  (Bau  Soi) 

Rung  Tro  (Rxing  Cay)  XT  505  201 
Gia  Dinh 
Go  Noi 

Suggestions  for  US  Oporations; 

Source  says  the  Citadel  units  always  avoid  contacts  with  US  Forces  in  the 
daytime.  When  they  are  forced  to  fight  it  is  called  counter- sweep  oporations 
and  they  use  counter-sweep  tactics.  Their  attacks  against  US  installations 
will  bo  at  night  using  sapper  tactics.  The  way  to  make  them  fight  during  the 
day  is  by  first  locating  a  specific  target  through  intolligonco,  When  it  is 
located  attack  -with  artillery  and  airstrikos  using  napalm  to  destroy  boobytrapsi 
minesjb'unkors,  and  flush  out  the  onony.  The  infantry  should  bo  divided  into 
two  elements* 

(1)  attacking  the  objective,  and 

(2)  blocking  the  roar  routes  of  retreat. 

In  the  rainy  season  especially,  the  infantry  is  better  than  armor  for  such  oper¬ 
ations,  because  the  armor  is  restricted  to  fewer  avenues  of  approach  ,  is 
easily  detected,  and  always  leaves  holes  for  the  VC  to  escape.  Source  belie'ves 
in  the  final  analysis  it  is  the  Xa  f antry  on  the  ground  who  can  decisively  en¬ 
gage  and  defoat  the  VC  forces.  The  VC,  those  who  are  ;to11  trained  in  opera¬ 
tions  against  armor,  have  little  fear  of  tanks.  He  thinks  that  of  all  US  tac¬ 
tics  against  a  small  target,  artillery  preparation,  followed  immediately  by  a 
helibomo  assault  into  the  target  area  is  tho  best  tactic, 

Trung  Hung  Attack* 

Tho  268  Regiment  has  tho  misc^ion  of  co\intor-ambushing  and  annihilating  a 
US  night  ambush  patrol  in  tho  vicinity  of  tho  Bo  Heo  (H)  vie  XT  5^5237»  botwoon 
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the  20th  of  July  &nd  the  1st  of  August  69#  In  the  source’s  opinion,  they  don’t 
have  the  capability  of  mounting  this  operation,  K-1  and  K-3  Battalions  ajre 
resting  and  training  vhile  awaiting  replacements,  K-2  Battalion  would  have  to 
be  the  battalion  utilized  and  they  are  ill-equipped  for  an  operation  at  this  time, 
They  may  be  able  to  fire  some  moi^ars  on  US  Forces  in  that  area. 

Future  Plans i 

The  VC  will  not  be  prepared  for  any  large  scale  attacks  before  September, 

In  September  they  plan  for  attacks  in  the  Cu  Chi  and  Tay  Ninh  areas.  Those 
attacks  are  just  in  the  preliminaiTr  planning  stage  now.  They  still  plan  for 
attacks  on  Saigon,  but  any  future  attacks  will  not  follow  the  pattern  of  the 
tactics  of  TET  *68,  The  next  time  they  will  use  smalled  units  and  sapper  tactics, 
Future  attacks  will  bo  dirocted  mainly  against  ^ARVN  weapon  and  ammunition  con¬ 
centrations.,  At  the  same  time,  they  will  launch  attacks  against  small  US  uiaits 
in  order  to  prevent  the  US  from  reinforcing  ARVN  units. 

Their  goals  are: 

(1)  To  destroy  the  increasing  capability  of  ARVN  Forces, 

(2)  To  make  good  propaganda  material  for  use  in  the  political  struggle 
against  the  ARVN's  and  US’s, 

The  Viet  Cong  are  very  concerned  about  the  increasing  capability  of  the  ARi/N’s, 
especially  their  use  of  modem  and  sophisticated  weapons, 

yC  Capabilities  in  the  Cu  Chi  (DK  Trane  ^ng  (P)  Area; 

(1)  Trang  Viet  (Giong  Viec  (h),  ■^c  XT  608155)  iiornuilly  ®  uads  of 

Cu  Chi  District  Forces, 

(2)  Xbm  I'bi  (H)  vie  XT  61517O,  1  squad  of  Cu  Chi  District  Forces, 

O)  Gia  Be  (H)  vie  XT  598183,  1  squad  of  Cu  Chi  District  Forces, 

(4)  Mit  Nay  (Ap  Cay  Mit  Nay)  (H),vic  XT  565182,  1  squad  of  Cu  Chi  District 
Forces,  Before  this  hamlet  was  rome  plowed  but  now  the  grass  and  trees  are 
growing  back  enough  to  enable  the  guerrillas  to  operate  again, 

(5)  Duong  Trau  (Ap  Dong  Trap  Kho  (H))  vie  XT  5^9192,  Also  was  rome  plovred 
but  now  is  being  usod  by  1  squad  of  the  Cu  Chi  District  Forces,  , 

They  use  this  area  to  laiznch  operations  along  Hight-roy  1  from  Cau  Suoi  Sau 
Bridge  (XT  5^3176)  to  the  crossroads  at  Highway  #7  (XT  563I67), 

Their  operations  con.sist  of  planting  mines  and  forcing  people  to  dig  road¬ 
blocks,  Their  main  mission  is  to  counter  the  pacification  program  in  the  Cay 
Trom  (H),  Phuoc  Hiep  (H),  and  Mit  Nay  (H)  area, 

(6)  Tinh  Phong  or  Bau  Me  (Ap  Tinh  Phong)  vie  XT  5319 •  XT5320, 

1,  Guerilla  force  -  about  2  squads  operate  along  Highway  1,  Sometimes 
they  Infiltrate  into  pacified  hamlets  to  attack  the  pacification  force, 

2,  Trang  Bang  District  Unit  keeps  about  2  squads  there  on  different 
occassions.  They  assist  the  guerrillas  in  infiltrating  into  Suoi  Sau  Strategic 
Hamlet,  to  lay  minos  along  Hi^way  #1  and  to  counter  the  pacification  program, 

3,  SR^l  Military  Intelligence  Unit— assigned  to  COSVN— size  \inknown, 
contains  (a)  a  liaison  section  to  liaison  with  the  Saigon  Intelligence,  (b)  a 
Military  Proselyting  section, 

MI<Chief  is  MUOI  BAU  (MUOI  LEN),  Senior  ILT.,  age  45,  a/w  K-54 
pistol.  Mission;  In  charge  of  recon  and  tactical  information  of  Saigon 

area.  They  operate  an  agent* not  in  Saigon  and  forward  intolligonce  direct¬ 
ly  to  COSVN,  .  « 

Organization;.  The  section  is  headed  by  TU  SAC  and  located  in  Bau  Mo, 
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There  are  two  other  subsections.  One  is  located  in  the  Thoi  Tam  Than  (V)  area 
vie  XT  7633*  7634-,  7733*  7734’»  is  commanded  by  MODI  BAU,  operates  an  agent  net 
in  Saigon,  and  has  a  signal  capability  with  an  AP-67,  4  watt  radio.  The  second 
subsection  is  located  in  An  Phu  Dong  (vie  XT  86OO),  It  is  not  known  if  they 
also  have  a  radio. 

The  two  subsections  are  responsible  for  gathering  information  from 
Tan  Son  Nhut  ;U.i^Dase,  Q'uang  Trung  Training  Center,  Comp  Co  Loa  and  other  loca¬ 
tions  in  Saigon,  They  forward  the  information  through  the  section  in  Bau  Me 
(H)  to  COSVN. 

From  May  through  July  1969,  Intelligence  provided  by  the  section  at 
Bau  Me  to  Gia  Dinh  4  Sapper  Battalion  resulted  in  three  sabotage  attenpts  on  the 
ARVN  ammunition  dun^i  at  Co  Loa  Base  near  Tan  Son  Nhut, 

MIK)I  BAU,  the  leader  of  the  section  at  Thoi  Tam  Than  (V)  was  select¬ 
ed  to  operate  there  because  he  was  bom  and  raised  there  and  knows  the  area  and 
the  people  well, 

TU  SAC’s  section  is  responsible  for  intelligence  only  in  the  north¬ 
ern  Saigon  area. 

Source  has  hoard  about  the  recent  large  US  operations  in  the  Tinh 
Phom  (H),  Trang  Bang  (D)  area.  He  heard  that  a  few  guerrillas  and  District 
cadre  wore  captured,  but  none  of  the  membors  of  the  MI  Section  wore  captured. 

The  MI  section  is  able  to  avoid  capture  in  the  folloidng  three  waysj 

(1)  They  all  have  civilian  ID*s,  Using  these  they  can  walk  or  ride  down 
the  main  highways  to  Trang  Bang  (V),  Cu  Chi  (V)  or  Saigon  city  when  there  are 
operations  in  the  area  and  mingle  with  all  the  people, 

(2)  They  all  have  ARVN  identification  and  uniforms  and  sometimes  pose  as 
ARVN  officers  and  enlisted  man, 

(3)  They  are  able  to  borrow  an  ARVN,  military  truck  to  help  them  escape. 
Source  does  not  know  how  they  do  this  or  from  whom  they  borrow  the  truck. 

Personalities  Description! 

1,  TU  SAC  -  source  does  not  know  him, 

2,  MtX)I  BAU  -  about  45  years  old,  bald  to  about  the  middle  of  his  head,  1  meter 

68  cm  tall,  thinning  black  hair,  big  build,  not  fat  (used  to  be 
a  soccer  player  while  studying  in  NVN),  brown  eyes,  big  bushy 
black  beard.  Clothing  -  in  Bau  Mo  wears  black  pajamas. 

Source  last  mot  MODI  BAU  in  Bau  Me  a  few  months  ago.  They  had  boon  friends  in 
HVN  and  accidentally  met  in  a  store  in  Tinh  Phong  (loo  approximately  XT  533195) 
about  1800  hrs,  MTOI  BAU  bought  source  5  Viotnamoso  boors  in  one  hour  and  then 
separated.  The  storo  is  a  miscellaneous  store  which  soils  charcoal,  boor,  rico, 
fish  sauce  and  othor  miscellaneous  items.  Source  had  boon  in  Ap  Rang  (H)  (XT 
575  232)  and  was  invited  down  to  Tinh  Phong  to  rest  by  BA  XUYEN,  ILT,  intelli¬ 
gence  cadre  of  SR-1  when  he  met  MUOI  BAU, 

3,  BA  XUAN  —  about  45  years  old,  long  black  curly  hair,  thin,  black  eyes  - 
very  deep,  thick  black  eyebrows,  usually  a  stubby  black  beard  and  moustache, 
no  other  distinguishing  marks, 

(7)  Cay  Duong  (X,  Ong'Dam)  vie  XT  539232 
1  squad  hamlet  guerrillas 

Trang  Bang  District  Force  (Unknown  size) 

Operate  together  with  One  Dam  Force 

(8)  Ap  Ong  Da  (vie  XT  528238) 
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1,  The  same  vinits  operate  here  as  in  Cay  Duong, 

2,  Sometimes  a  battalion  of  the  268  Regiment  stays  here.  Now 
probably  a  company  would  be  the  size  located  there* 

Mission*  Counter  US  sweep  operations  in  the  area* 

3*  83rd  Rear  Service  Group 

There  is  a  liaison  system  there  which  organizes  contacts  with 
merchants  in  Trang  Bang  to  supply  food  and  equipment  to  the  VC«  They  sometimos 
buy  food  and  supplies  directly  off  tho  trucks  com^g  from  Saigont 
(9)  Ap  Rang  (Xom  Rang  (l)  &  (2)  vie  XT  5623) 

1,  A  few  district  cadre  from  Cu  Clii  District  and  2  recon  squads  of 
the  Cu  Chi  District  Force  are  located  in  a  few  abandoned  houses  in  Bao  Gao  (XT 
565  236)  in  Ap  Rang  (2),  Source  can  point  out  tho  houses  from  photos  or  tho 
air* 

.Targets  at  Bao  Gao  (XT  565236)  and  Dong  Lon  (H)  (XT  572245)* 

Bao  Gao  Personalities* 

THE  -  Asst  CO  of  the  Cu  Chi  Local  Forces  and  Guerrillas, 

MANH  -  Same  as  THE, 

10  other  unknown  cadrom.on  of  Cu  Chi  (D), 

-all  cadremon  are  armed  with  K-^’s  or  AK-47’s 
2  recon  squads  of  Cu  Chi  District  Force 
-7  men  in  each  (names  unl<nown) 

-armed  with  AK-47'’s  and  3-40” s  (RPG-2's) 

1  house  and  1-3  bunkers 

Dong  Lont  one  platoon  -  about  20  men  a/w  AIC-47's  and  B-40''s 

tunnels  located  in  thick  bushes  j  source  cai;  point  out  the  area. 
Miscellaneous  Infomation* 

feA  DINH,  CO  of  SR-1  and  TD  TRUONG,  PO  of  SR-1,  were  killed  in  a  US  night 
ambush  along  the  Vam  Co  Dong  River  in  the  vicinity  of  Tre  Cao  in  May  69.  They 
wore  on  their  way  to  COSVN  HQ's  vfhere  they  had  been  summoned  for  a  meeting, 

Interrogator's  Comments*  ■ 

This  is  the  most  cooperative  and  knowledgeable  source  this  interrogator  has 
met.  His  information  is  factual  and  accurate.  It  has  been  proven  in  field 
exploitation,  Tho  potential  value  of  this  source  has  only  begun  to  bo  realizod, 

DTG  of  Interrogation*  20  2000  Jul  69 

Interrogator/Intorprotor*  ILT  JOHN  M.  FLY/SSG  TUAN  (ARW) 


Additional  Information  Report 

Source  was  rointorrogated  on  tho  organization  of  SR-1,  Seven  districts 
mako  up  tho  SR-1,  Those  aro*  Dau  Tieng,  Ben  Cat,  Trang  Bang,  Bac  Chi,  Nam 
Chi,  Tay  Mon,  and  Dong  Mon,  A  map  was  dra^  of  these  districts  and  will  be 
given  to  the  Order  of  Battle  Section, 

District  Breakdown* 

1,  Dau  Tieng  District  has* 

a.  One  local  force  infantry  company 
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b.  One  sapoer  recon  platoon 
Ca  One  special  action  platoon 

2,  Ben  Cat  District  hasj 

a.  One  local  force  infantry  company 

b.  One  sapper  recon  platoon 

c.  One  special  action  platoon 

3,  Trang  Bang  District  hasi 

a«  Two  local  force  infantry'  conpanies 
b.  One  sapper  recon  platoon 
c«  One  special  action  platoon 

4,  Bac  Chi  District  hasj 

a«  One  local  force  infantry  company — letter  designation  C15, 

b.  One  special  action  company — letter  designation  C20. 

c.  One  sapper  recon  platoon 
5«  Dam  Chi  District  hasj 

a.  Two  local  force  companies — letter  designations  C25  and  CIO, 
One  company  infrntry  and  the  other  sapper  recon 

6,  Tay  >bn  District  hasj 

One  special  action  company 

7,  Dong  Ibn  District  has: 

One  special  action  company 


atos  primarily  in  Dau  Tieng  and  Ben  Cat  Districts,  On 
occassion,  operations  are  conducted  in  Boi  Loi  Woods  in  Trang  Bang  District, 

Two  artillery  battalions  support  this  regiment  and  the  other  districts  in  SR-1, 
The  D8  Artillery  Battalion  is  organized  with  four  companies  as  follows  j 
1  X  82imn  Ibrtar  Company 
1  X  VSinm  TtR  Coitpany 
1  X  120rnm  Mortar  Company 

1  X  12,8  Antiaircraft  Con^any 

The  battalion  is  currently  understrength  as  each  company  is  operating  -with  only 
two  platoons. 

The  D9  Artillery  Battalion  is  organized  with  3  companies  as  follows i 

2  X  122mm  Rocket  Companies  (DKB) 

1  X  107mm  Rocket  Company  (H-12) 

This  battalion  is  also  understrength. 

The  Quyet  Thang  Regiment  operates  in  Nam  Chi,  Tay  Mon  and  Dong  Mon  Districts, 
The  268th  Regt  operates  in  Trang  Bang  and  Bac  Chi  Districts,  The  rear  base 
canp  of  the  268th  Regt,  is  located  in  an  unknown  location  in  the  Boi  Loi  Woods, 
Source  stated  all  of  the  local  force  units  are  currently  understrength,  A  local 
force  company  is  composed  of  approximately  60  persons,  however  these  same  vinits 
are  currently  operating  with  appiroximately  30  men  and  organized  in  2  platoons, 

VC  Capabilities  in  Cu  Chi  (P),  Trang  Bang  (P)  Aroaj 

In  addition  to  the  interrogation  report  on  20  July  1969,  source  stated  that 
the  following  areas  have  been  used  frequently  by  VC  units  j 

(l)  R\ing  Tre,  XT  5730  -  one  conpany  of  the  K-2  Bn  of  the  268th  Regt  is 
often  located  in  this  area.  The  terrain  is  able  to  conceal  a  battalion  size 


Areas  of  Ope ration j 
Tho  l6th  Regt  open 


ISO 


CONFIDENTIAL 

Report  Number:  25-246-69 

force,  \'/hen  an  entire  bjattalion  is  in  the  vie  of  Rung  Tro,  2  companies  dis¬ 
perse  and  operate  to  support,  the  local  guorrillas  in  Bac  Chi  and  Trang  Bang 
Districts,  Source  believes  both  the  K~1  and  K-3  battalions  of  the  268th  Rogt 
are  in  training  and  refitting  in  Ba  Thu,  Cambodia, 

(2)  Rung  Cay  Sop,  Rung  Son,  XT  6029,  Terrain  is  capable  of  concealing  a 
company  size  force.  Units  of  the  K-2  Bn,  268th  Rogt  have  frequently  oporatod 
in  this  area,  A  tmit  using  this  location  as  a  staging  or  base  aroa  is  broken 
down  into  groups  of  10-15  people  for  concealment  purposes, 

(3)  Rung  Hang,  XT  6326,  Although  the  Quyot  Thang  Rogt  usually  oporatos 

in  Nam  Chi,  Tay  Mbn  and  Dong  Mon  Districts  whon  they  refit  and  train  this  aroa 
plus  Bon  Muong  XT  6524^  Go  Dinn  from  XT  6318  to  XT  6222  aro  usod,  Tho  Saigon 
Rivor  is  usod  in  going  back  to  thoir  aroa  of  operation, 

(4)  Ba  Song,  XT  6123  to  XT  6025,  This  aroa  is  usod  for  administration 
cadre  of  Bac  Chi  District,  Source  doos  not  know  of  any  specific  target  loca¬ 
tions  in  this  area. 

Additional  Targets: 

1,  BA  TINH,  Political  Officer  in  charge  of  all  districts  in  SR-1,  livos  in 
tho  vicinity  botwoon  Xom  Bau  Soi  (l)  vie  XT  577  246  and  Xom  Rang  (1)  vie  XT 
578  233,  ba  TINH  is  in  chargo  of  all  proselyting  activitios  in  SR-1,  BA  TINH 
also  knows  of  many  pooplo  who  work  for  tho  VC  as  spies  and  VC  informants  in 
ARVl^  vinits.  This  parson  livos  in  a  houso  and  aourco  statos  ho  can  idontify 
tho  house  from  aerial  photos.  Physical  description  of  BA  THAI  is  as  follows: 

Tall,  pale  complexion,  short  black  hair,  usually  wears  black  pajamas,  has 
legal  ID  card,  has  pistol  (unknown  typo). 

Usually  BA  TINH  is  homo  and  sourco  thinks  if  onomy  troops  approach  TU'fll's  houso 
ho  hides  in  a  socrot  tunnel  (unk  location)  near  his  house, 

2,  MDC  SON,  Political  Officer  in  chargo  of  proselyting  activitios  in  Tay 
Mon  and  Dong  Mon  Districts,  Tho  xact  location  of  SOM’s  rosidonco  is  unknown, 
however,  sourco  is  certain  BA  TIT  fl  knows  tho  spocific  location,  SON  doos  not 
live  in  a  houso,  rather  ho  livos  in  a  tunnel.  Physical  description  is  as 
follows i 

Short,  fat,  black  hair,  wears  black  pajamas,  has  legal  ID  card,  armed  with 
K-54,  is  usually  in  aroa  of  Xom  Bao  Soi  (2),  XT  570  246, 

VC  Terminology  in  SR-1: 

1,  Tay  Mon  and  Dong  Mon  Districts  usually  called  "Neighboring  Lino  Aroa" 

2,  Nam  Chi  District  referred  as  ‘‘Hing  Area" 

3,  Bac  Chi,  Trang  Bang  Districts  referred  to  as  "Disputed  Aroa" 

4,  Dau  Tiong,  Ben  Cat  Districts  reforrod  to  as  'TRoar  Base  Aroa" 

Those  deterriiinations  are  made  by  the  SR-1  Commander, 

Interrogators  Comments: 

Interrogation  continues  to  develop  targets,  Sourco  is  the  »io8t  know¬ 
ledgeable  informant  this  interrogator  has  over  talked  to  and  displays  a  defi¬ 
nite  vrillingness  in  helping  to  develop  information, 

DTG  of  Re interrogation I  21  2200  July  69 

Intorrogator/ Interpreter:  SINGER/SSG  TUAN  (ARVN) 
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Additional  Informatlorn 

Concerning  local  force  coin}:)any  strength,  source  has  Iciowlodgo  of  the 
follovringi 

015  -  r.pproxiinatoly  35  peoplo 

C20  -  approxir.io.toly  30  people  (No  baso  areas  loiorm  by  sourco) 
C25  -  approximately  45  people 
CIO  ~  approximatoly  25  pooplo 

Thoso  local  forco.  units  are  composed  strictly  of  VC,  Thero  ore  no  plans  to 
bring  NVA  personnol  into  thoso  units.  All  of  thoso  abovo  montional  local  forco 
companies  are  understrength, 

Replacomonts  are  obtained  in  primarily  two  waysi 

1,  Forcing  pooplo  from  local  population  to  join  uirito 

2,  Directiiig  propaganda  efforts  to  those  pooplo  who  are  dissatisfiod 
with  the  SVN  Government  thus  oncouraging  thoso  pooplo  to  voluntarily  jolrio 
This  method  is  preferred  as  the  VC  think  thoso  pooplo  will  bo  more  loyal. 

Function  of  District  Military  Hoadguartorsi 

Each  of  the  7  VC  districts  has  a  district  military  hoadquarterSo  This 
is  composed  of  3-^  pooplo  broken  down  as  follows » 

(a)  Tho  district  military  headquarters  head  who  is  also  tho  district 
chief. 

(b)  An  assistant  district  chiof, 

(c)  A  political  officer  for  tho  district* 

(d)  Somotimos,  an  assistant  political  officer. 

Each  district  military  headquarters  rocoivos  orders  from  SR-1  hoadquartors, 
located  in  an  unknown  location  in  Bon  Cat  or  Dau  Tiong  district,  Commo- 
liaison  porsonnol  aro  utiliaod  for  this.  Local  force  companios  aro  subordi¬ 
nate  to  thior  rospoctivQ  district  military  hoadquartors.  Local  Forco  units 
novor  loavo  SR-1  or  go  to  Cambodia©  They  oporato  only  within  thoir  own  dis¬ 
trict,  Each  district  military  section'  gives  orders  to  guerrillas  as  woll  as 
local  forco  units,  iiftor  tho  district  military  soction  rocoivos  strategy  from 
SR-1  hoadquartors  it  is  passed  on  by  commo-liaison  pooplo  to  both  local  force 
and  guoririlla  units,  Thoro  is  coordination  botwoon  guerrillas  and  local 
force  units  as  the  guerrillas  often  guide  local  force  units  into  their  aroa© 

Location  of  District  Military  Headquarters! 

Source  believes  tho  district  military  hoadquartors  for  Bac  Chi  District 
is  located  at  Bao  Gao  vie  XT  5^5  236,  Other  hoadquartors  locations  unknown 
to  source. 

Training  for  Local  Force  Unitsi 

SR-1  hoadquartors  has  a  training  section  with  approximately  10  people  in 
this  section.  Training  instructions  are  proparod  by  this  section  and  sont  in 
document  form  with  commo-liaison  porsonnol  to  each  district  military  headquar¬ 
ters  brtveen  2-3  tii.ios  a  year.  From  tho  district  headquarters  a  commo-liaison 
person  takes  the  document  to  each  company  where  instructions  aro  studied  by 
company  commanders  and  platoon  loaders  boforo  they  instruct  their  units. 
Training  includes! 

1,  Infantry  tactics 

2,  Sniping  at  holicoptors 

3©  Anti-Tank  tactics 

4,  Use  of  boobytraps 

Cqnfiocjn  TI  AL_ 
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Local  Force  Supplies i 

SRr-l  supplies  equipment  to  local  force  uiiits,  Wlion  supplies  are  needed 
each  military  district  headquarters  puts  in  a  request  to  SR^l,  Each  request 
is  geared  for  a  throe  month  period.  Ammunition  requests  are  usually  mot  but 
there  is  a  lack  of  weapons  and  medical  suppllos,  SR-1  rocoivos  supplies  from 
COSVh,  No  other  specific  information  could  bo  fumishod  by  source. 

Armament  of  Local  Force  Units » 

The  usual  armamont  consists  of  AK-iF7'’s,  RPD  (LMl),  B-40’s,  and  2  x  bOmrn 
mortars. 

Tactics  I 

Currently,  if  an  attack  is  not  planned  local  forco  units  usually  disperse 
in  smaller  groups,  Howovor,  those  local  force  units  do  on  occassion  work 
together  if  offensive  action  is  planned. 

The  VC  lialn  Force  units'  goals  are  still  to  penetrate  the  Saigon  area. 

In  the  past  trying  to  penetrate  the  Saigon  area  with  battalion  size  units  has 
not  been  too  effective,  Units  of  this  size  are  too  easily  dotoctod.  Tactics 
are  now  being  changed  to  employ  smaller  units.  Emphasis  will  bo  placed  on 
speed  of  movement,  shock  attacks,  and  rapid  withdrawal.  In  SR-1  all  of  the  VC 
Main  Force  xinits  (l6th  Rogt,  268th  Rogt,  Quyot  Thang  Rogt)  will  be  broken  down 
into  groups  of  45-50  tnon.  Each  group  will  be  commanded  by  a  ILT,  Each  group 
will  also  have  an  assistant  group  commander  and  PO,  Three  groups  will  compose 
a  battalion.  Battalion  designations  will  be  kept.  The  groups  will  not  operate 
together  in  a  battalioon  size  force.  Using  these  smaller  units  they  will  bo 
harder  to  detect  and  engage.  Current  VC  strategy  has  sot  a  target  date  of  Sop- 
tembor  1969  for  implementing  this  change,  Sourco  indicatod  one  big  problonv 
facing  the  VC  now  is  finding  secure  areas  to  conduct  training. 

Additional  Personalities  t 

BA  XUYEN  -  in  chargo  of  reconnaissance  on  Highway  1  from  Hoc  Mon  to  Trang 
Bang,  The  number  of  people  working  for  this  person  is  unknovm  to  sourco  as 
well  as  his  location,  Sourco  stated  somotimos  BA  XUXEN  is  in  Bao  Gao  area  vie 
XT  565  236,  After  BA  XUYEN  gathers  information  on  US/aRVN  units  on  Highway  1, 
a  commo-liaison  (unknown  to  sourco)  takes  information  to  SRr-1  headquarters. 
Physical  description  of  BA  XUYEN  follows  1 

Black  hair,  3^  years  old,  modium  build,  sunburn  complexion,  has  legal  ID 
card,  no  other  alias  name,  a/w  K-54  pistol, 

BA  XUYEN  works  for  SR-1  Military  Intelligence  unit. 

Interrogator's  Comments » 

Source  continues  very  willingly  to  help  develop  information, 

DTG  of  Pveinterrogation;  22  2200  July  69 

Intorrogator/linterpreters  1  LT  MICHAEL  SINGER/SSG  TUAN  (ARVN) 


Additional  Information  on  TRAN  MTNH  DAO,  Chieu  Hoi,  Detained  by  B/2/l4th  on 
101000  July  69  at  XT  577  27O 
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VU  STRATEGY! 

With  nevf  VC  strategy,  the  260th  Rogt  and  Quyet  Thang  Rogt  vrill  receive 
special  sappei>-recon  training,  Sappor-rocon  cadre  from  SR-1  headquarters  will 
give  thi-'  instruction.  This  training  group  will  consist  of  between  3-10.  cadre 
and  they  are  first  going  to  train  the  268th  Rogt,  Source  Indicated  K-1  and 
K-3  Bns,  268th  are  now  receiving  this  training  in  Ba  Thu,  Cambodia,  The 
•targeted  completion  date  for  this  special  training  is  30  July  69,  for  those 
two  Bnso  Source  believes  K-2  Bn,  260th  Rogt  is  locatod  in  Trang  Bang  and  Bac 
Chi  Districts  with  1  company  locatod  in  Rung  Tro  vie  XT  5730  and  tho  other  2 
companies  of  tho  K-2  Bn  scattered  throughout  both  districts.  Possible  loca¬ 
tions  for  those  two  comoanios  are  Bao  Gao  vie  XT  ^65  236  and  Dong  Lon  aroa 
Vic  XT  5319,  Ap  Tlnh  Phong  aroa  XT  5319,  Xom  Ong  Dam  vie  XT  539  232  or  tho  Ap 
Ong  Dam  aroa  vie  XT  528  238,  Tho  K-2  Bn  will  not  go  to  Ba  Thu,  Cambodia  to 
rocolvo  this  training,  Approximatoly  16  officers  and  KCO's  from  tho  K-2 
battalion  wore  sent  to  Ba  Thu  to  roceivo  'his  training  with  tho  K-1  and  K-3 
Bnso  268th  Rogt,  Those  porsonnol  upon  completion  of  training  will  rojoin  who 
K-2  battalion  to  train  thoir  units, 

Tho  schodulod  starting  date  for  training  tho  Quyet  Thang  Regt  is  uncertainp 
however  by  the  end  of  August  it  is  scheduled  to  be  completed ,  Source  believes 
the  VC  will  have  great  difficulty  in  meeting  this  timetable  with  the  Quyet 
Thong  Regt  as  finding  secure  areas  for  tho  training  is  a  major  problotno  Due 
to  this  situation,  training  by  theso  cadre  members  will  bo  conducted  in  com¬ 
pany  rather  than  in  battalion  size  xuiits,  Tho  cadre  will  travel  from  Ba  Thu  to 
prodetormined  locations  (unk  to  source)  to  moot  each  company.  Possible  train¬ 
ing  locations  given  by  source  include  southern  half  of  Bon  Cat  District,  Rung 
Lang  area  vie  XT  6326,  Ben  Muong  aroa  vie  XT  6524  and  tho  Go  Dinh  aroa  vie  XT 
6318,  After  con^'letion  of  training  with  the  Quyet  Thang  Regt  the  instruc¬ 
tional  cadre  will  return  to  SR-1  headquarters.  Source  indicated  the  l6th 
Regt  will  not  receive  any  of  this  sappor-recon  training. 

Members  of  the  268th  Regt  and  Quyet  Thopg  Regt  will  roceivo  training  in 
land  mjnes  only.  The  H-5  Sapper  Battalion  is  trained  in  the  pso  of  water 
mines.  Most  of  the  H-5  Sapper  Battalion  members  wore  trained  in  North 
Vietnam, 

Sgppor  Training! 

Tho  new  sappor-rocon  training  will  be  divided  into  two  parts  1 

1,  Techniques  of  Fighting— Special  emphasis  on  using  explosives,  Evory 
person  will  roceivo  this  training,  A3J.  types  of  mines  that  US  forces 
jAri'Vj  have  will  be  covered.  The  objectives  are  not  t-o  only  teach  VC 
methods  of  neutralizing  these  mines  but  also  ei?>  -oyir^  them  against 
US  Forces, 

2,  Reconnaissance  Tactics— Special  emphasis  on  small  unit  movement,  how 
t.0  move  on  any  type  of  terrain  and  weather  conditions,  how  to  camou¬ 
flage  as  well  as  penetrating  enemy  positions,  (getting  through  mine 
fields,  lighted  areas,  and  barbed  w^Lre),  Penetration  tactics  will 
include  using  terrain  features  to  gain  close  access  to  InstaLlations , 
instruction  on  cutting  barbed  wire  iind  neutralizing  e^irly  warning 
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devices*  Once  inside  an  enemy  position  techniques  on  how  to  destroy 

tanks,  helicopters,  and  ammo  caches  are  also  being  taught, 

Another  iiiipoi*tant  point  that  these  Instructional  cadre  are  trying  to 
develop  Is  a  high  morale  for  these  45~50  men  sappei>-r6Con  groups.  Source 
doubts  if  this  can  be  accomplished,  rather  Source  believ  s  the  VC  hope  that 
at  least  4-5  members  of  each  group  will  attain  this  to  ac^  as  a  unifying  force 
within  each  gri^up. 

Tactics  a^er  Sapper-Recon  Training  is  Completed  i 

Tlie  268th  Regt  will  operate  primarily  .in  Trang  Bong,  Eac  Chi,  and  Nam  Chi 
Districts,  The  Quyet  Thang  Rogt  will  concentrate  primarily  in  penetrating  tho 
Saigon  area  in  these  sapper  groups.  The  Gia  Dinh  4  Sapper  Bn  will  also  con¬ 
centrate  on  Infiltrating  the  Saigon  area.  The  l6th  Regt  will  operate  in  the 
same  area  as  now. 

Under  this  new  operational  plan  after  the  268th  Regt  and  Quyet  Thang  Regt 
are  trained  they  will  train  local  force  companies  in  these  sapper- recon  tc  .ics. 
These  local  forqe  units  will  use  these  new  tactics  in  attacks.  Local  force 
units  will  operate  in  company  size  elements,  When  not  in  contact  units  will 
be  broken  down  into  smaller  units  for  hiding  purposes.  Local  guerrillas  will 
not  receive  any  training  of  this  type  from  local  force  units.  The  guerrilla 
units  responsibility  is  primarily  providing  hamlet  and  village  security. 

Main  targets  in  the  Saigon  area  will  include « 

1,  Tan  Son  Nhut  complex 

2,  Quang  Trung  Basic  Infantry  Training  Center 

3,  ARVN  ammo  cache  in  Go  Vap  District 

4,  Co  Loa,  where  ARVN  tank  units  and  ammo  caches  are  located. 

The  268th  Regt  will  operate  against  small  US/ARVN  vinits  in  Trang  Bang  and 
Bac  Chi  (D),  Source  does  not  .know  when  K-l  and  K-3  Bn/268th  Regt  will  relo¬ 
cate  from  Ba  Thu,  Cambodia, 

UNIT  STRENGTHS; 


UNIT 

AUTHORIZED 

PRESENT  STRENGTH 

I6th  REGT 

1200 

750 

268th  REGT 

1200 

750 

QUYET  THANG  REGT 

820 

500 

D8  ARTILLERY  BN 

200 

130 

D9  ARTHI-SRY  BN 

200 

130' 

GL4  DISH  4  BN 

220 

180 

H5  SAPPER  BN 

(Source  Uncertain) 

50 

83rd  REAR  SERVICE  GROUP 

(Source  Uncertain) 

(Source  Uncertain) 

HQ,  SR-1 

(Source  Uncertain) 

(Source  Uncertain) 

BIPORMATILN  ON  PRESENT  SR- 

■1  COMMAInDERi 

TAM  LE  THANH,  Deputy  Colonel,  is  the  new  commanding  officer  for  SR-1, 
COSVN  sent  him  in  March  68  to  serve  as  assistant  SR-1  commander,  THANH 
inherited  his  present  position  when.  BA  DINH,  tho  previous  SR— 1  Commander  was 
killed  in  May  69,  THAl'JH  has  many  past  military  achievements.  In  1954  THANH 

Com  F  ioemti  al_ 
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was  an  assistant  company  commander  but  did  not  return  to  North  Vietnamo  THANH 
has  gained  the  vast  majority  of  his  knowledge  through  battlefield  experience, 
THANH  has  received  no  formal  mili^tary  schooling  in  North  Vietnam  or  Communist 

China, 

COSVN  sends  strategy  to  SR~1  headquarters.  'nbiNH®s  responsibility  is  in 
implementing  these  tactics.  As  COSVN  controls  the  overall  strategy  THAIIH  s 
flexibility  to  introduce  new  tactics  is  limited. 

Assistant  Commanders  for  SRf-Ii 

Yc  BA  KIEN,  45  years  old,  a/w  K-54,  assistant  SR-1  commander,  LT  Colonel 0 
KEEN  was  the  l6th  Regt  commander  for  2  years  and  has  been  in  the  present 
position  for  8  months, 

2,  NAM  LE,  45  years  old,  a/w  K-54,  assistant  SRr-l  commander,  LE  has  been  in 
this  position  for  4  years,  LE  attended  an  artillery  school  in  Communist 
China  before  assuming  his  present  position*  Source  considered  LE  has  tho 
best  abilities  of  any  of  the  loaders  in  SRr-l, 

3,  BAY  TUNG,  49  years  old,  a/w  K-54,  political  commandor  for  all  SRr-l, 

4,  BA  TINH-  in  charge  of  all  prosGl:^ing  activities  in  SR-1,  TINH^s  house 
location  has  been  dotorminod  from  aerial  pho;tos  by  source.  Other  locations 
for  these  personalities  are  unknown. 

Additional  Personalities* 

268th  REGT 

CO,  HOANG  CHI  THANH,  43  years  old,  a/w  K-54,  Major 
XO,  BA  DAU,  43  years  old,  a/w  K-54.  Captain 
PO,  PHAM  THIET,  42  years  old,  a/w  K-54,  Major 
Asst  PO,  BAY  GA,  33  years  old,  a/w  K-54,  Captain 

K-3  BN/268th  REGT 

CO,  HAI  KHOI,  38  years  old,  a/w  K-54  Deputy  Captain 
PO,  HAI  THONG,  30  years  old,  a/w  K-54,  Deputy  Captain 
XO,  BAY  THEX),  28  years  old,  a/w  K-54,  Deputy  Captain 

QUYET  TH.LNG  REGT 

1  BN* 

CO,  TAN,  a/w  K-.54,  Captain 

XO,  CHEO,  a/w  k-54.  Deputy  Captain 

PO,  NHiiN,  a/w  K-54,  Deputy  Captain 

2  BNs 

CO,  TIUNH*  a/w  K-54,  Deputy  Captain 

XO,  BA  MD,  a/w  K-54,  Deputy  Captain 

PO,  NAM  THO  I,  36  years  old,  a/w  K-54,  Deputy  Captain 

Asst  PO,  BA  SINH,  3I  years  old,  a/w  K-54,  ILT 

GIA  DINH  4  BN» 

CO,  BA  THON,  30  years  old,  a/w  K-54,  Deputy  Captain 
XO,  LO,  29  years  old,  a/w  K-54,  Deputy  Captain 
PO,  THO,  35  years  old,  a/w  K-54,  Deputy  Captain 
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Asst  PO,  HUNG,  36  years  oldi  a/w  K-5^,  Deputy  Captain 


l6th  RBGT 


TAM,  38  years  old,  a/w  K-5^,  Major 


Source  has  no  knowledge  of  other  personalities  or  their  locations, 

InterTOgator*  s  Comments t 

Source  continues  to  be  e3ctremt3ly  cooperative, 

DTG  of  Interrogations  23  2000  July  69 

Interrogator/Interpreter I  ILT  MICHAEL  H.  SINGER/SSG  TUAN  (ARVN) 


A  TRUE  EXTRACT  COPY 

MICHAEL  D.  KEATING 
Major,  Armor 
Division  Historian 


s/  Michael  Singer  ILT 
t/  JOHN  P.  SEAWELL 
CPT,  MI 

Chiof,  IPW  Section 
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DEPAATHEHT  OF  THIS 
18TH  MILITARY  HISTORY  DEIACBMm 
25TH  ISFANTRY  DinSICW 
APO  San  Franclsca  9622^ 


AVDCMH  22  July  I969 

SUBJECT:  Cambat  After  Action  Interview  Report 


THRO :  Commanding  General 

United  States  Amy  Vletnani 
ATTN:  Command  Historian 
APO  San  Francisco  96375 


TO:  Headquarters 

Department  of  the  Array 
ATTN:  O.C.M.H. 
Washington,  D.C,  20315 


1.  TYPE  OP  OPERATION:  Airmobile  Raid, 

2.  DATE  OP  OPERATION:  19  Jvily  1969. 

3.  LOCATION:  Grid:  XT589269j  Sheet  Ihanber  HCU8-1,  Map  Series  l501} 

^tb  Infantry  Division  TAOEl, 

U.  CONTROL  HEADQPARTERS;  2nd  Brigade,  ;^th  Infantry  Divlaien, 

5,  PERSONS  BEING  INTERVIEWED: 

a,  MAJ  Benald  L.  Baker  Jr«,  503li033U8,  S3,  1st  Battalion  (Machanlaed) 
.0th  Lofantry, 

b,  GPT  Bruce  R«  Riehardseu,  516529365,  Arty  LNO  to  1st  Battalion 
(Mechanized),  0th  Infantry, 

c,  CPT  John  S,  Regan,  00130U76i4,  CO,  Corapazy  B,  2nd  Battalion,  14th 
Infantry, 

d,  CW2  James  H,  Hineline,  02726UU59,  Chief,  Lnagery  Interpretatien 
Seotlen,  25th  Military  Intelligence  -Detachnient. 

6,  IRERVIEWINQ  (FFICER:  Dlylsion  Historian. 


Inel  6 


7.  TASK  0RaAM37iTI0Vt 

a.  Cantund  Group,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th  Infantry  (CQ,  S3, 

▲zi^y  mo,  SQM,  RTO)  alrberno  in  a  UKIH  helicopter. 

b«  CMjinny  B,  2nd  Battalion,  liith  Infantry  (OFCQH  to  1-5  Moch). 

8,  SUFPCSiaQ  FQBCSSt 

a«  ArtUlocy. 

(1)  Battery  C.  lot  Battalion,  8th  Artillery  (l05im),  FSB  Devin 
(IT557170). 

(2)  Battery  B,  lot  Battalion,  8th  Artillery  (l05inni),  FSB  Pershine 
(XT518256), 

(3)  Battery  A,  3rd  Battalion,  13th  Artillery  (l55i«l)*  FSB  Patten  II 

(rr58a^5). 

(U)  One  Platoon,  Battery  D,  3rd  Battalion,  13th  Artillery  (8  iao^), 
FSB  Stuart  IH  (XTU99197). 

b«  Any  Aviation. 

(1)  9  UHIH  helicopters  (Troop  lift),  l87th  Assault  Helicopter  Com- 

PW* 

(2)  1  UIQB  helicopter  (C&C  Ship),  l87th  Assault  Helicopter  CoDjpony, 

(3)  6  AHIG  Cobra  gonshlpo.  Company  B,  25th  Aviation  Battalion. 

(U)  2  AHLG  Cobra  gunships.  Troop  D,  3rd  Squadron,  Uxin  Cavalry, 

(5)  2  AHIG  Cobra  gunships.  Troop  C,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry , 

(6)  1  DKLH  helicopter  (PSTOPS),  Coiapany  B,  25th  Aviation  Battalion, 
c«  U,S,  Air  Force, 

(1)  1  AC4|7  gonohlp, 

(2)  2  F-lOO  fighters. 

(3)  2  A-37  fighters. 

(U)  1  07-10  forward  air  control  aircraft. 
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INTKLLIGTSMCE; 


a.  EnePQT  -  On  ?  June  I969,  the  Tactical  Ijaagery  Interpretation  Sectien 
of  the  25th  Division  Military  Intelligence  Detaclunent  was  performing  a  rou¬ 
tine  read-out  of  low  level  aerial  photographs  taken  over  Tu  Duon  Hanlet 
(XT589269)  when  they  noticed  that  the'T.'ast  two  franes  indicated  a  newly  con¬ 
structed  hut  \dilch  was  larger  than  the  other  huts  in  the  airea^  and  was  dis¬ 
tinguishable  by  its  wooden  roof,  in  contrast  to  the  thatched  roofs  of  the 
other  huts  in  the  vicinity.  It  was  also  noted  that  two  heavily  used  trails 
by-passed  this  structure  and  converged  at  a  point  approximately  50  ■oters 
to  the  southwest;  however,  there  were  no  trails  leading  directly  to  this 
structure.  Four  excavations  were  also  noted:  (l)  a  trench  approximately 
20  feet  long,  four  feet  wide,  and  four  feet  deep  along  the  southwest  side 
of  the  house;  (2)  tvro  holes,  one  at  the  west  comer  and  one  at  the  south 
comer  of  the  hut;  and  (.3)  a  hole  at  the  north  comer  of  the  structure, 

(See  Inclosure  l) 

On  13  June,  a  hand-held  photograph  of  the  same  structure  was  taken  by 
the  Aerial  Surveillance  Section,  G-2  Air,  and  the  results  indicated  that 
(1)  a  trench  leading  from  the  door  of  the  hut  to  the  trail  which  passed  to 
the  southeast  had  been  excavated,  as  well  as  (2)  three  mounds  which  re¬ 
sembled  graves  appeared  at  the  northeast  side  of  the  house. 

On  1  July,  an  Air  Force  photo  reconnaissance  mission  revealed  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  approximately  twelve  excavations  irtiich  resembled  graves  on  the 
northeast  side  of  the  hut  imder  surveillance.  Also  a  possible  "well”  was 
observed  on  the  northern  edge  of  these  excavatiens,  as  well  as  three  new 
moimds  Just  north  of  the  hut. 

On  10  July,  a  prisoner,  Trueng  Van  Thang,  was  captxired  by  Company  B, 

2-lU  Inf,  in  the  vicinity  of  Sa  Nho  (XT57^275).  After  several  interroga¬ 
tions,  Thang  admitted  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  1st  Ccapany,  83rd  Rear 
Service  Group,  and  stated  that  his  \init  had  the  responsibility  of  supply¬ 
ing  feed  for  NVA  units  -  operating  in  the  Tu  Duon/Sa  Nho  area,  Thaag  ad¬ 
ditionally  revealed  that  he  knew  the  location  of  a  house  where  20-25  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  unit  stayed  each  night.  These  personnel  arrived  each  night  at 
approximately  I800  hours  and  remained  until  dawn  the  following  morning. 

He  Indicated  that  this  house  had  been  used  every  night  fer  the  past  woven 
months.  On  I6  July,  a  Visual  Reconnaissance  mission  was  flown  hy  the  IPW 
Section  and  hand-held  photographs  were  taken  of  the  Sa  Hho  area.  The 
photographs  were  shown  to  Thang,  who  immediately  identified  the  same  hut 
which  had  been  under  siirveillance  by  the  Imagery  Interpretation  Sectioqa* 

On  12  July,  the  Aerial  Surveillance  Section,  G-2  Air,  had  taken  a  sec¬ 
ond  set  of  hand-held  photographs  of  the  hut.  These  photographs  revealed 
that  (1)  the  trench  previously  noted  as  being  20  feet  long  had  been  filled 
in:  (2)  the  hole  on  the  south  comer  of  the  howse  had  also  been  filled  ia; 
(3)  the  hole  on  the  north  comer  of  the  house  was  coveiwl  With  an  uniden¬ 
tified  material;  and  (U)  the  area  of  the  suspected  graves  now  resembled 
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row  crops.  The  area  extending  frcan  the  trench  had  also  been  excavated  and 
appeared  to  be  a  garden.  The  mounds  located  north  of  the  hut  were  the  same 
as  they  had  appeared  on  1  July,  (See  Inclosure  2) 

The  above  information  was  passed  by  the  Counter-Intelligence  Section 
to  the  32  of  the  2nd  Brigade  who  in  turn  recommended  the  target  to  the 
Brigade  S3  for  response.  The  Brigade  decision  was  to  conduct  an  early  even¬ 
ing  airmobile  raid  and  the  mission  was  given  to  the  Ist  Battalion  (Mechanized), 
5th  Infantry, 

After  a  careful  reconnaissance  and  evaluation  of  the  objective,  the  Bat¬ 
talion  Commander  decided  to  employ  heavy  preparatory  gunship  and  artillery 
fires,  a  close  troop  insertion,  continuous  close  fire  support,  and  a  rapid 
troop  extraction.  Two  platoons  from  Company  B,  2-IJ4.  Inf,  woul.d  be  en5)loyed, 

b.  Terrain  -  The  terrain  in  the  target  area  is  flat  with  no  dominating 
features^  There  is  heavy  brush  northeast,  east  and  southeast  of  the  hut, 

\rtiile  the  area  to  the  west  is  open,  being  abandoned  rice  fields.  There  are 
several  abandoned  huts  approximately  l50  meters  south  of  the  tai*get  hut 
and  a  single  abandoned  hut  approximately  80  meters  to  the  north.  Ground 
observation  and  fields  of  fire  are  excellent  on  the  west  side  of  the  target 
and  poor  on  the  east  side  due  to  the  brush.  Aerial  observation  over  the 
brushy  area  is  fair  since  the  continuity  of  the  vegetation  is  broken  by 
many  small  trails  and  shell  craters.  There  are  no  obstacles  to  movement 
by  foot  in  the  area, 

c.  Weather  -  The  skies  were  partly  cloudy  with  light  winds  from  the 
southirest  and  no  precipitation  in  the  area  on  1?  JiQy,  Observation  and 
flying  conditions  were  good.  Sunset  was  at  1922  hours, 

10,  MISSION:  Company  B,  2nd  Battalion,  lUth  Infantry  (OPCON  1-5  Mech)  was 
to  conduct  an  airmobile  raid  at  I8OO  hours,  19  July  1969#  to  capture  or  des¬ 
troy  personnel  and  equipment  of  the  83rd  Rear  Service  Group  in  and  around 
the  target  structxire, 

11.  CONCBPT  ^  OPERATION: 

a.  Maneuver  -  Coo^any  B  was  to  conduct  a  nine  ship  (5U  man)  combat 
assault  to  an  approximately  100  meters  west  of  the  target  area  (XT587- 
270),  assault  the  target  structure  and  the  adjacent  area,  complete  a  securch 
of  the  target  area  and  return  to  the  pick-up  zone  (XT587270)  for  extraction, 

b.  Fires  - 

(1)  Helicopter  gunship  preparatory  fires  on  the  target  hut  - 
H-6  minutes, 

(2)  Artillery  preparatory  fires  on  the  target  hut  - 
Preparatory  fires  shifted  east  H-U  minutes  to  H-1  minute-. 
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(3)  Helicopter  suppressive  fires  around  the  landing  zone  -  H-U 
minutes  to  H-Hour, 

(U)  Artillery,  helicopter  gunship,  and  Tac  air  fires  on  call, 

12.  EXECUTICIJ; 

a.  At  1730  hours,  the  cooimand  and  control  helicopter  containing  the 
Mech  Conmand  Group  (CO,  S3,  Arty  IWO,  SGM,  and  RXO;  took  off  from  FSB 
Devin  enrouto  to  the  target  area. 

bp  At  17 hours,  the  1st  Platoon,  3rd  Platoon  and  Command  Group  of 
Company  B,  2nd  Battalion,  lUth  Infantry,  took  off  in  a  nine  ship  lift  fron 
FSB  Patton  enroute  to  the  target  area, 

Cp  At  17li6  hours,  the  Arty  LNO  began  a  nine  minute  countdown  to  the 
time  on  target  for  the  initial  preparatory  fires.  Two  batteries  of  lO^ram 
howitzers,  one  battery  of  l55nim  howitzers,  and  two  8  inch  howitzers  were 
laid  on  the  target  hut. 

do  At  175U  hours,  two  Cobra  gunships  made  a  firing  run  from  west  to 
east  against  the  target  hut  and  the  hut  to  the  north.  Their  rockets  blew 
the  roofs  off  of  both  structures,  and  as  they  cleared  the  target  area,  the 
Arty  LNO  gave  the  waiting  batteries  the  command  to  fire. 

Oo  At  1755  hours,  the  target  hut  and  an  area  for  80  meters  around  it 
was  hit  by  3U  rounds  of  artillery „  The  battery  fires  were  then  shifted  in¬ 
to  the  brush  north,  northeast,  and  east  of  the  hut  (See  Inclosure  3).  Im¬ 
mediately  after  the  artilleiy  fires  were  shifted,  the  escorting  gunships 
moved  in  and  placed  suppressive  fires  on  the  huts  and  on  the  area  around  the 
landing  zone, 

f.  The  troop  ships  approached  the  landing  zone  from  the  north  and 
touched  down  30  seconds  after  the  last  preparatory  artillery  round  impacted. 
At  this  time,  numerous  enemy  were  observed  fleeing  to  the  east  and  south 
through  the  brush.  The  gunships  began  filing  passes  over  the  area  to  the 
east  and  the  Arty  LNO  shifted  all  batteries  and  resumed  fire  to  the  south 
to  block  that  area,  (See  Inclosure  It) 

go  As  the  troops  hit  the  ground,  the  Company  Commander  realized  that 
instead  of  landing  in  a  trail  formation  as  planned,  they  bad  landed  in  a 
split  trail  and  his  1st  Platoon  was  advancing  behind  the  3rd  Platoon.  He 
q^ckly  ordered  this  platoon  to  move  on  line  to  the  left,  as  the  conQ>any 
continued  the  assault.  They  received  only  sporadic  and  ineffective  fire 
from  the  withdrawing  eneny  and  they  rapidly  overran  the  objective,  killing 
several  fleeing  enemy.  As  they  secured  their  positions  around  the  huts, 
they  began  to  check  the  rubble  and  numerous  holes  and  bunkers  in  the  area, 
collecting  prisoners  (lO  detainees),  recovering  abandoned  equipment,  and 
counting  the  enemy  dead  (U7  KXA),  When  the  Immediate  target  area  had  been 


policed,  both  platoons  moved  forward  on  a  cloclwise  sweep  through  the  edge 
of  the  brush.  Several  of  the  enemy  bodies  wore  located  in  the  brush  south 
of  the  hut.  As  tho  troops  advanced,  the  artillery  fires  were  shifted  south 
along  several  hedgerows  to  block  eneny  escape.  The  company  corapletod  tho 
sweep  back  to  the  LZ  without  contact  and  were  extracted  at  hours,  while 
the  gunships  again  provided  suppressive  fires.  The  troop  ships  received 
light  fire  from  the  east  as  they  lifted  off.  (See  Inclosure  5) 

h.  As  the  troop  ships  cleared  tho  area,  two  F-lOO  fighters  hit  the 
area  with  fragmentation  bombs  and  napalm.  This  strike  was  followed  by 
another  at  193.^  hours  by  two  A-37  fightens.  At  2000  hours,  the  Division 
05  Section  diverted  a  UHIH  PSYOPS  helicopter  to  the  contact  area  and  broad¬ 
cast  "Surrender  or  Die"  appeals  for  30  minutes.  At  2100  hours,  an  artillery 
attack  of  lU5  rounds  was  made  on  the  contact  area,  and  this  was  followed  by 
another  PSYOPS  mission  at  2300  hours  consisting  of  surrender  appeal#  and 
30,000  aafo  conduct  passes  and  "Chieu  Hoi"  leaflets  being  dropped, 

i.  On  the  following  day,  20  June,  the  1-5  Hech  conducted  a  reconnai#- 
ance-in-force  throiigh  tho  contact  area  with  one  inschanizod  and  two  rifle 
companies.  No  contact  was  made  with  the  eneny,  but  several  additional  en- 
eny  bodies  and  weapons  were  found,  and  large  amoujits  of  rice  and  medical 
supplies  were  evacuated.  Another  PSYOPS  leaflet  mission  was  flown  specif¬ 
ically  targeted  against  the  83rd  Rear  Service  Group. 

13,  RESULTS; 

a.  Friendly  Casualties  and  Losses:  None, 

b.  Enemy  Casualties: 

(1)  KIA  -  5U, 

(2)  Captured  -  10. 

Co  Enemy  Equipment  and  Supply  Losses: 

(1)  28  Ak-U7  Rifles, 

(2)  10  RPG-2  Rocket  Launchers. 

(3)  1  RPD  Light  Machine  Gun, 

(U)  2  K5U  Pistols. 

(5)  2  RPG  rounds. 

(6)  1  Ml  Carbine, 

(7)  1  Chicoa  Radio, 
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(8)  30  Ibo  raodical  supplies. 

(9)  3000  lbs  rice. 

(10)  6  Iba  doounentfl. 

d.  Results  of  Detainee  Interrogat 
Le  Van  Coung  Allas  3au  Cuong  Status t  VC  FW 

Pos 1 tion ;  Pvt/Laborer . 

Unit:  83rd  Bear  Sertrloe  droup  (C.I30  transports  sv^lies)* 

Weapons:  2  Hand  Grenades. 

Infomatlon  Gained:  C-130  has  about  30  men;  the  unit  is  subordinate 
to  the  63rd  Rear  Service  Grofup.  Subject  stated  hl8  mission  was  to  trans¬ 
port  rice  by  boat  on  the  Saigon  River  vhere  it  would  be  picked  up  by  oivU- 
len  laborers  lat  various  spots. 

No  other  significant  infcxmation. 


Nguyen  Van  Thanh  Allas  Hal  Status:  NVA  Ptf 

Position:  Squad  Leader-Rifleman. 

Unit:  3rd  Squad,  2nd  Platoon,  Xst  Company,,  2hd  Battalion^  2^0  Regt, 
AKA  Bac  Son  Hegt. 

Weapons:  1  AK-U7  Rifle. 

Information  Gained:  SvUiJect  was  to  recon  terrain  in  vicinity  IT5727 
for  unknown  reason.  His  unit  now  located  In  woods  north  of  Tay  Nlnh, 

No  other  significant  infomatlon. 


Dang  Thi  Mung  (P)  Alias  Hal  Hung  Status:  VCG  PW  (WIA) 

Position:  Nurse. 

Unit:  A-17  Dispensary, 

Weapons:  None. 

Lofomatlon  Gained:  '  Subject  was  a  nuXWe;  worked  in  the  A-17  dis¬ 
pensary  located  XT589268  In  a  bunker.  A-17  Is  In  support  of  Xon  Trai  Local 
Forces  idio  are  In  support  of  Cu  Chi  District  Fore  as  ^ 

No  other  significant  information  gained. 


Le  Thi  Sung  .(F)  Status:  CD 

Information  Gained:  Denies  knowledge,  participation  or  support  of 
VC  activities.  Subject  works  in  her  mother's  rice  fields  XT$69266  and  as 
a  hat  maker.  Classified  CD  because  she  lacked  the  proper  ID  card;  had  only 
a  teai^>orary  ID  issued  in  1966, 
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Nguyan  Thl  Bay  (F)  Statu«»;  CD 

Infomation:  None. 

Classified  CD  because  she  had  no  ID  card;  had  not  taken  the  time  to 
get  an  ID  card. 

Tran  Thi  Trung  (F)  Statxis:  VCS  CD 

Information:  None. 

Classified  CD  because  she  had  no  ID  card;  subject  claimed  she  did  not 
think  she  had  to  have  an  ID  card  until  she  was  16  years  old.  She  is  l6 
years  old. 

Three  other  detainees  were  classified  as  innocent  civilians  and  re^ 
leased. 


e.  Intelligence  Summary: 

The  iiurtallation  destroyed  in  this  raid  had  housed  the  A-17  Local 
‘Force  Dispensary^  served  as  a  supply  point  for  the  83rd  Rear  Service  Groupf 
and  08  a  way  station  for  VC/NVA  elements  moving  through  the  area. 

Ih.  AHmSlSt 

a.  The  aoquisltlon  of  this  target  resulted  from  the  alertness  of  the 
imagery  Interpreters  j  the  patient  surveUlanoe  of  a  suspected  target^  sad 
the  efficient  teauwoxlc  of  the  various  sections  of  the  military  intelligence 
detachment.  A  suspicious  structxire  had  been  developed  Into  a  confimedi 
lucrative  target. 

b.  The  success  of  the  operation  was  due  to  detailed  planning  and 
violent  execution.  The  precise  timing  and  heavy  volume  of  preparatory: 
fires  prQd\iced  a  shock  effect  from  idiich  the  eueoBoy  was  given  no  cqiportua- 
1^  to  recover;  the  assault  troops  were  inserted  close  to  the  objective 
under  covering  fire  from  the  gunshipe  while  the  artillery  pursued  the 
disorganized  enemy  and  blocked  their  esce^.  The  objective  was  seised 
rs^id^a  while  the  continuous  supporting  fires  prevented  aay  enemy  ror 
organisation.  The  ground  search  was  ccndnc-ted  thorougUy  and  swiftly  and 
the  troops  were  extracted  before  the  enemy  could  develop  any  counter  ao- 
tiod. 

c«  It  is  interesting  to  note  the  stataaents  of  an  enemy  senior  ocq>- 
tain  of  Sub-Hegicn  1,  ccq>tured  by  the  2»lU  Inf  on  10  July,  oonoexning  the 
efficiency  of  U.S.  operations  against  the  VC/^A.  Under  interrogatlonf 
the  prisoner  stated  that,  from  his  long  experience,  the  most  affectlvs 


U.S.  t.aotlc  against  a  small  target  was  an  artillery  preparation  followed 
iiiBiiediately  a  hellbome  Infantry  assault  Into  the  target  area.  The 
prisoner  had  further  stated  that  the  10/^ A.  could  best  be  engaged  during 
daylight  hours  by  locating  specific  targets  through  Intel llgenee  resources, 

W^Jjo 

MICHilEL  D.  KMTINQ  ' 

Ma;tor,  Armor 
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ammunition  expenditure  list 


1,  Artillery  Ammunition: 

105mm  -  1163  rds  HE 
l^Svm  -  1^2  rda  KB 
8  inch  -  18  rda  HE 


2,  Air  Force  Ordnance: 

500  lb  bomb  -  12  ea 
500  lb  napalm  -  U  ea 
750  lb  napalm  -  U  ea 


3,  Infantry  Weapbna: 

Hand  Grenades  (Frag)  *•  10 
7*62ram,  M60  M.G,  -  ^00 
S»$6im.y  MI6  Rifle  -  $00 
M-79  Qrenadea  -  30 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS,  25th  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
APO  San  Francisco  96225 

ADVCCS  8  Jim©  1969 

SUBJECT:  Computeriaation  of  Data  for 
Operational  Planning  (U) 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


lo  (U)  GENERAL;  During  the  first  week  of  April  1969*  the  25th  Infantry 
Division  initiated  a  program  to  computerize  the  large  volume  of  data  which 
results  from  operations  in  the  Division  area.  The  ultimate  objective  of 
this  program  is  to  achieve  the  highest  operational  efficiency.  The  more 
immediate  goals  are  to  draw  accurate  conclusions  on  the  efficiency  of  tac¬ 
tical  operations,  to  identify  trends  of  enemy  activity,  to  provide  accurate 
data  for  operational  reports,  and  to  fonnulate  a  sound  basis  upon  which  the 
Division  can  plan  its  operations 

2,  (U)  PROBLEIMt  The  nature  of  the  Vietnam  conflict  poses  unique  problems 

for  those  who  must  interpret  what  is  happening  and  for  those  who  must  plan 
to  do  something  about  it.  The  fluctuating  contact  with  a  variety  of  eneny 
forces  over  differing  terrain  produces  a  great  volume  of  unassimilated  in¬ 
formation  «  Friendly  operations  also  generate  a  great  deal  of  valuable  in- 
fonnation,  but  due  to  the  pressures  of  combat,  it  is  often  not  recognized. 
Present  methods  of  analyzjjig  and  interpreting  this  mass  of  information  con¬ 
sume  much  time  and  effort,  and  often  fail  to  exploit  its  full  value. 

3o  (C)  SOLUTION ;  In  order  to  i*educe  the  time  and  effort  involved  in  an¬ 
alyzing  and  interpreting  this  information,,  and  to  exploit  its  full  poten- 
tialj,  the  Division  developed  a  system  enploying  the  UNIVAC  IOO5  con^juter. 
The  raw  data  for  each  program  is  obtained  from  a  careful  screening  of  the 
daily  Intelligence  Summary,  the  Operational  Situation  Report,  and  the  G2 
and  G3  Journals,  by  the  G3  Doctrine  and  Training  Division,  There  are  no 
additional  report  requirements  iirposed  on  the  field  commanders.  The  raw 
data  is  extracted  from  these  source  documents  and  recorded  manually  on 
work  cards  on  a  daily  basis.  These  work  cards  are  then  delivered  ta  the 
AG  Machine  Records  Branch  where  they  are  converted  to  punch  cards  and 
processed  through  the  conputer  which  produces  the  desired  programmed  data 
in  a  tabular  form.  The  data  is  then  analyzed  by  the  G3  Doctrine  and  Train¬ 
ing  Division  and  applied  to  graphs,  charts  and  map  overlays  for  ease  of 
interpretation  by  G2  and  G3  personnel. 

Downgraded  at  3  y®*^r  intervals; 

Declassified  after  12  years, 
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ac  Existing  Programs i  The  following  programs  have  been  in^jlemented 
since  the  first  week  in  ^ril.  Although  this  entire  effort  within  the 
Division  is  still  in  the  developmental  state,  certain  lessons  have  been 
learned  and  some  immediate  benefits  have  been  realJ.zedo 

Program  5^3A  -  Mines  and  Booby  Traps  -  One  of  the  most  serious  pro¬ 
blems  faced  by  this  Division  has  been  the  extremely  heavy  incidence  of 
mines  and  booby  traps  in  the  Division  area.  The  first  effoirt  of  the  com¬ 
puterization  program  was  to  develop  some  method  or  methods  to  counter  this 
threat.  The  input  data  for  this  program  consists  of  the  vinit  involved  by 
size  and  type,  the  location  of  the  mine  or  booby  trap,  the  time  of  day  en¬ 
countered,  the  type  of  mine  or  booby  trap,  the  manner  in  which  it  was  lo¬ 
cated  or  detonated,  casualties  produced  and/or  equipment  damaged.  The  tab¬ 
ulated  output  data  provided  the  Division  with  information  concerning  the 
most  critical  areas  for  this  type  of  incident,  the  greatest  casualty  pro¬ 
ducing  devices,  some  indication  of  the  emplacement  times  and,  correlated 
with  G2  information,  it  provided  indications  of  the  best  method  of  counter¬ 
ing  this  activity.  In  unpopulated  areas,  seismic  sensors  were  emplaced  in 
areas  of  heavy  activity.  When  sensor  activation  was  monitored,  air  burst 
artillery  would  be  fired  over  the  area.  In  populated  areas,  ambush  patrols 
were  employed  between  the  mined  or  booby  trapped  areas  and  the  adjacent 
hamlets.  These  tactics  have  definitely  discouraged  enemy  mine  laying  teams. 
One  month's  experience  with  these  countermeasures  resulted  in  reductions 
from  15  to  one  mine  encountered  along  Highway  6A,  from  11  to  thi^e  mines 
encoiintered  along  Highway  249  and  from  20  to  eight  mines  encountered  along 
Highway  7A0  At  a  critical  intersection  the  Division  MSR,  mining  incidents 
dropped  from  an  average  of  ten  per  month  to  three  for  the  month  of  May, 

Program  543B  -  Maneuver  Unit  Operations  Summaiy  -  This  program  was 
designed  to  indicate  the  type  of  operation  which  would  be  most  effective 
in  a  particxilar  area.  The  raw  data  used  in  this  program  consists  of  the 
date  and  time  of  the  operation}  the  size,  type  and  identity  of  the  unit} 
the  type  of  terrain;  the  type  of  operation^  the  type  of  support  used,  and 
the  results.  Thus  far,  this  program  has  indicated  the  most  successful  type 
of  operations  that  have  been  conducted  in  any  one  of  the  twenty-six  geo¬ 
graphical  subdivisions  of  the  Division  area  of  operations.  It  has  also  in¬ 
dicated  those  areas  in  which  the  Division  troops  incur  the  greatest  casual¬ 
ties,  and  has  indicated  the  productivity  of  the  various  units  within  the 
Division,  Indications  are  also  developing  of  the  areas  which  require 
greater  fire  support  and  of  the  types  of  fire  support  which  are  most  effec¬ 
tive  in  a  given  area.  This  program  is  developing  into  a  very  valuable 
planning  tool,  (Ssq  inclosuro  l) 

Program  543C  -  Statistical  Summary  -  This  program  provides  a  daily 
record  of  the  results  of  combat  operations  by  brigade,  battalion,  squadron, 
and  division  totals.  The  input  data  consists  of  the  date  of  the  operation, 
the  major  unit  designation,  the  ratio  of  possible  days  to  actual  days  oper¬ 
ation  by  company,  the  number  of  contacts  by  day  and  night  and  the  results, 
the  results  of  friendly  and  enemy  initiated  contacts  and  the  ratios 
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between  friendly  and  enemy  initiated  contacts,  and  the  ratios  between 
friendly  and  enemy  killed.  The  data  provided  by  this  program  is  a  record 
of  the  results  of  combat  operations  by  major  units,  indicates  patterns  and 
trends  of  friendly  and  eneit^  success  within  the  major  units,  and  servos 
as  an  overall  statistical  record  of  the  Division's  operations. 

Program  543B5  -  Enemy  Base  Camp  Denial  -  Data  is  recorded  on  the  com¬ 
bat  operations  which  are  conducted  in  each  of  the  ten  eneny  base  camp  areas 
within  the  Division's  area  of  operations.  This  data  is  similar  to  that 
U5ed  in  Program  5^33  -  Maneuver  Unit  Operations  Summary,  The  date  and  time; 
unit  by  size,  typo  and  designation;  the  typvo  terrain  and  grid;  the  typo  of 
operation;  the  type  of  fire  support  used,  and  the  results  of  contacts  are 
tabulated.  This  program  has  provided  guidance  as  to  which  typo  of  operation 
will  be  most  successful  in  a  given  base  cair^)  area.  It  has  also  served  as  a 
record  of  the  results  of  these  operations,  and  provides  an  indication  of 
which  areas  will  be  the  most  lucrative  for  e^qiloitation;  again  offering  the 
commander  a  valviable  tool  in  planning  operations. 

Program  544A  -  Enemy  Initiated  Incidents  -  Another  program  which  has 
produced  a  highly  useful  docximent  is  Program  5^A,  which  analyzes  certain 
aspects  of  each  enemy  initiated  contact.  Time  and  light  data,  along  with 
grid,  type  of  incident,  target  of  the  incident,  the  type  of  weapons  used, 
and  the  number  of  rounds  fired  are  recorded  and  tabulated.  From  this  data, 
the  Division  has  begtin  to  develop  indications  of  what  types  of  incidents 
can  be  expected  in  particular  areas  and  the  times  at  which  they  are  most 
likely  to  occur. 

The  success  of  the  con^juterii  ation  program  has  led  the  Division  to  iden¬ 
tify  other  areas  which  will  provide  data  that  can  readily  be  applied  to  in¬ 
telligence  and  operational  planning, 

b.  Programs  In  Process  Of  Development 

Program  543B1  -  Tactical  Summary  ~  This  program  is  being  desired  to 
provide  a  con^jarison  between  friendly  and  enemy  casualties  and  damage  ex~ 
pressed  in  nine  separate  ratios  for  each  day. 

Program  544B  -  Caches  -  Trends  and  indicators  in  the  location,  the 
method  of  eii5)lacement ,  Jind  the  method  of  projection  of  enemy  caches  will 
be  developed. 

Program  ^3H  -  Casualties  -  This  program  will  produce  a  constant 
Bisasursmsnt  of  friendly  casualties, 

c.  Programs  Scheduled  For  Development 

Program  544C  —  Contact?  This  program  will  bo  designed  to  allow  the 
Divisioir  to  trace  the  movement  and  activity  of  any  enemy  unit  once  vinit 
identification  is  made  and  contact  is  not  con5>letely  broken  in  the  area  of 
operation.  This  data  will  be  correlated  with  all  other  intelligence  sources. 
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Pn.;rai7i  54-';-C  -  D-gfr^abar.  -  The  results  o'*  tha  us‘;  of  seismic  sensors 
will  be  mearured  by  time  and  location, 

Frcgram  5^-3^  ^d  5^4  3'^  ”  These  programs  will  provide  data  on  the  re¬ 
sults  of  sightings  from  ilide  Looking  .Mrbome  Radar  and  ground  radar  which 
will  givo  addttic\nal  indications  of  the  trends  of  enemy  activity. 

Program  -  Teycps  -  The  effectiveness  of  current  psychological 

operations  and  indications  of  the  most  effective  moans  In  relation  to  spe¬ 
cific  areas  will  be  developed, 

d.  Planned  Programs 

Program  54hF  -  Terrorism  -  This  program  will  indi<  ate  patterns  of 
terrorist  acts  and  possible  countermeasureo. 

Program  543G  -  Scout  Dogs  -  This  program  will  measure  the  success  of 
the  scout  dog  effort  and  Indicate  those  areas  in  which  their  use  will  be 
most  effectivoo 

Program  543F  -  25th  Aviation  Battalion  Support  -  The  Division  will 
gain  data  on  the  most  efficient  use  of  its  organic  aviation  resources. 

Program  S^>3D  -  AytdTIftry  Support  Measurements  of  the  oonparatlve 
effectiveness  of  the  different  types  of  fire  missions  will  be  developed 
as  a  guide  to  the  eit5)loyment  of  this  z°esource* 

4,  (C)  CONCLUSIDNSi  This  system  is  not  designed  to  supplant  normal  staff 

procedures  or  sound  ;}udgement«  It  does,  however,  reduce  a  great  amount  of 
data  to  manageable  proportions  and  presents  it  in  a  manner  in  wb^ch  it  can 
be  more  rapidly  and  efficiently  analyzed,  interpreted,  and  put  tO'  use  in 
planning  operations o  The  initial  results  of  the  program  have  been  highly 
encouraging.  Several  operational  problem  areas  have  been  broxight  under 
control  and  the  utility  of  the  system  is  becoming  n»re  apparent  as  the  pro¬ 
gram  expands. 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER! 
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Operational  Effectiveness 
Chart 


ROBERT  L.  FAIR 
Colonel ,  G3 
Chief  of  Staff 
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QfERATlONAL  EFFECTIVENESS 


TYPE  OPERATION 

CO  DAYS 

EN  KIA  &  PW 

BC  RATIO 

Reoon  in  force 

2206 

2556 

25.8 

Security  Ops 

1246 

550 

19.3 

Combat  Assault 

576 

402 

17.^ 

Ambush  Patrol 

480 

,138 

13.8 

T ire  Spt  Base 

l6i2 

437 

14,9 

Patrol  Base 

121 

679 

21.2 

Convoy  Scty  Ops 

59 

133 

19.0 

Riverine  Ops 

12 

4 
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Chart  Depict ir^  Cumulative  Data  For  Division 
Area  Derived  From  Program  5^3B  -  Maneuver 
Unit  Operations  Summary 
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DEPARTMEST  OF  THE  ARM! 

ISTH  MILITARI  HISTORI  DETACHMENT 
25TH  IHFAITRI  DIVISION 
APO  S*n  Francisco  9^2Z^ 

MXSCm  June  18,  I969 

SQB^Ti  Cofldbat*  After  Action  Intervieir  Report 


TBKUi  Conaanding  General 

United  States  Anqy  Vietnam 
ATTN I  Command  Historian 
APO  San  Francisco  96375 


TO I  Headquarters 

Department  of  the  Am^ 
ATTNi  O.C.M.H. 
Washington,  D.C,,  20315 


1,  (C)  NAME  AND  TIPE  OF  OPERATIDHi  light  Hawk  Operations  -  Night  offensive 
helicopter  operations  euploying  the  Xenon  Searchlight  and  Night  Observation 
Device, 

2.  (U)  DATES  OF  QPERATIDNj  I5  April  I969  -  15  June  I969. 

3«  (C)  lOCATIDNi  25th  Infantry  Division  TAOR, 

(C)  CONTROL  HEADQUARTERS  I  25th  Jhfantry  Division. 

5«  PKEISON  BEING  INTERVIEWEDt  Major  Robert  P»  Greene,  S3,  25th  Aviation 
Battalion. 

6,  (U)  REPORTING  QFFICERi  Historian,  25th  Infantry  Division, 

7,  (,C)  TASK  QnGANIKATIONi  Six  (6)  UHIH  helicopters,  four  (4)  provided  by 
Company  A,  25th  Aviation  Battalion,  and  two  (2)  provided  by  Troop  D,  3rd 
Squadron,  4th  Cavalry,  are  allocated,  two  (2)  per  brigade,  nightly. 

8,  (C)  SUPPORTING  FQRCESi  No  specific  supporting  forces  are  designated  for 
light  Hawk  operations.  Mortar  and  artillery  fires  from  the  battalion  fire 
8Y^>port  bases.  Army  Aviation  and  Air  Force  support  are  available  to  e3q>loit 
Night  Hawk  contacts. 
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9.  (c)  DUmLIODtCSi 

».  Bhowr  -  l6,OCO  VC/NVA  and  1,200  local  force  guerrillas  noraally 
operate  within  the  25th  Infantry  Division  TADI,  The  preponderance*  of  «rwmf 
tactical,  logistical  and  liaison  DOTSasnt  ooours  during  the  hours  of  derki' 

nesp. 


b.  IfulilSC  **  haze  and  rain  will  seriously  linit  the  effectlTS- 

nest  of  Hight  Hawk  operations  due  to  the  difficulty  of  observation  sod 
orientation*  The  infra-red  capability,  however,  will  permit  effective 
operatiosn  in  the  absence  of  adalent  li^t,  as  will  the  night  observation 
device  if  vuied  in  conjunction  with  flare  illuninatlono 

c*  TarT»ft4n  .  Night  Hawk  operations  are  most  successful  over  open 
terrain  where  observation  is  unrestricted,  or  over  roads,  trails,  and 
streams  in  vegetated  areas  along  which  the  enemy  is  likelj  to  move. 

10,  (C)  MISSION t  Night  Hawk  operations  are  conducted  to  interdict 
enemy  movement  during  the  hours  of  darkness  by  detection  and  destiuotlon 
of  his  personnel  and  vehicles.  Night  Hawk  helicopters  will  also  reaot 
to  radar  sightings,  seismic  sensor  activations,  visual  sightings  of 
mmay  indirect  fire  positions,  and  to  contacts  by  ground  forceSi, 

11.  (C)  CONCEPT  OF  OPERATION j 

a^  Configuratiy  Hawk  Helicopters  -  The  UUIH  helicopter 

is  equipped  with  an  i!N/ySS->2  ^non  S^rchlight  and  an  iJI/TVS-4  Might 
Observation  Device  mounted  coaxially  (NoOoDo  over  the  Xenon  Searchlight) 
on  the  swivel  mount  in  the  left  gunner's  well  of  the  helicopter,  in 
operator  seated  in  the  left  gunner's  seat  operates  both  pieces  of 
equipment.  An  M-134  7.62  •^ninigun"  is  mounted  on  a  swivkl  mount  in  the 
left  cargo  door  and  manned  by  a  gunner  seated  on  the  left  side  of  the 
cargo  compartment  Csee  photograph  l).  An  M-60  machine  gun  is  mounted  on  the 
swivel  mount  in  the  right  guiuier's  well  of  the  helicopter  and  manned  by 
the  crew  chief.  A  sniper  with  an  rifle  with  starlight  scom  is  seated 
in  the  right  cargo  door  of  the  helicopter  (see  photograph  2),  This  pro¬ 
vides  the  helicopter  with  a  night  vision  capability  and  firepower  on  both 
sides j  however,  the  infra-red  and  white  light  capability  exist  only  on 
the  left  side,  (Notet  This  describes  the  present  standardized  config¬ 
uration.  There  wejre  several  previous  versions,  but  this  has  proven  to 
be  the  most  effective  with  the  current  available  assets.) 

b.  Concept  of  Enmlovment  -  Six  (6)  UHIH  helicopters  are  configured 
as  above  each  eTOning  beginning  at  I6OO  hours.  Total  aircraft  prepaid 
ation  time  to  Include  fueling,  arming,  and  the  pre- flight  check  is  approx¬ 
imately  two  (2)  hours.  Four  (4)  helicopters  from  CoBq;>any  A,  25th  Aviation 
battalion,  and  two  (2)  helicopters  from  Troop  D,  3rd  Squadrou,  4th  Caval¬ 
ry,  are  tasked  for  Night  Hawk  missions  each  night.  Normally  two  (2) 

Night  Hawk  helicopters  are  allocated  to  each  brigade.  The  brigades  may 
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assign  brlgado  levol  ndssions  or  further  allocate  the  aircraft  to  bat¬ 
talions.  Tho  mission  ci’ews  are  briofod  each  evening  by  the  brigade/bat¬ 
talion  representatives  on  tho  areas  of  s-iarch,  the  number  and  times  of 
missions  to  bo  flown p  the  enemy  situation,  all  friendly  locations,  and 
the  necessary  fire  clearances  which  must  be  obtained  for  given  areas.  Tlio 
brigade/battalion  representative  accoit^ianies  each  mission  to  perform 
necessary  liaison,  to  identify  friendly  locations  and  to  give  clearance 
to  fire.  Flight  paths  for  each  mission  are  planned  along  known  or  sus¬ 
pected  enony  linos  of  communlcationo  and  if  possible,  planned  to  avoid 
flying  directed  over  frieivily  locations.  Each  Night  Hawk  aircraft  flies 
2  to  3  missions  nightly.  < 

12,  (C)  EXECUTIDNt  The  Night  Hawk  aircraft  flies  over  the  area  of 
search  at  an  altitude  of  from  ^00  to  700  feet  and  at  a  speed  of  approx- 
60  knots.  This  has  been  found  to  be  the  optimum  altitude/spoed  combin¬ 
ation  for  target  detection.  The  pilot  maintains  location  orientation 
at  all  times.  The  observer  on  the  left  side  scans  the  area  to  the  left 
front  of  the  flight  path  through  tho  Night  Observation  Device,  When  a 
possible  target  is  acquired,  the  observer  notifies  the  pilot  who  immedi¬ 
ate  goes  into  a  left  orbit  around  the  target  and  informs  the  unit  repre¬ 
sentative  of  their  present  location.  If  the  observer  confirms  the  target, 
and  the  unit  representative  gives  clearance  to  fire,  the  observer  illum¬ 
inates  the  target  with  white  light  and  the  gunner  engages  the  target  with 
the  minigun.  Target  acquisition  and  engagement  on  the  right  side  of  the 
ship  follows  the  same  sequence,  except  that  the  target  is  marked  by  tracers 
from  the  M- 14  rifle  and  engaged  with  the  M-60  machine  gun.  If  there  is  in¬ 
sufficient  ambient  light  for  the  use  of  the  night  observation  device,  two 
alternate  methods  may  be  enqployed.  The  observer  on  the  left  side  can 
illuminate  that  area  with  the  Xenon  Searchlight  in  the  infra-red  mode  and 
observe  the  area  with  the  M/TVS-4  Night  Observation  Device,  The  other 
method  involves  the  use  of  preplanned  4,2”  mortar  illumination  to  augment 
the  ambient  light.  The  Might  Hawk  can  search  areas  up  to  four  (4)  kilo¬ 
meters  from  the  point  of  illumination,  with  the  Night  Observation  Device, 

13,  (C)  RESULTSi  Since  Night  Hawk  operations  began  on  15  %>rll,  106 
VC/KVA  (body  count)  have  been  killed  and  22  sampans  have  been  destroyed 
in  62  separate  contacts.  There  have  been  no  U,S,  casualties  and  one 
helicopter  has  sustained  light  damage  from  eneny  fix^, 

14,  (C)  ADMINISTRATIVE  MATTERSi 

a.  One  continuing  piroolem  for  Night  Hawk  operations  is  that  in 
areas  containing  ARVN  forces  or  concentrations  of  friendly  civilians, 
clearance  to  fireo  which  must  be  obtained  from  the  ARVN  or  Sector 
Headquarters,  often  is  not  received  until  after  the  target  has  been 
lost. 


b,  Supplyt  Four  thousand  (4,000)  rounds  of  7,62  ammunition  are 
loaded  for  the  minigun.  One  thousand,  five  hundred  (l,500)  rounds  of 
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7.62  amznunition  are  loaded  for  the  M-60  aaohlne  gun.  The  alroraft  ftel 
load  allows  approximately  two  hours  of  mission  time  with  the  personnel 
and  equipmont  weight. 

c.  ofemnor  An  average  of  seven  (7)  nights  of  operation 

are  required  for  the  observers  to  become  proficient  in  acquiring  targets. 

15.  (U)  SF9CIAL  S^UIPMENT  AND  TBCHNlUUSSi  Described  above. 

16,  (C)  ANALTSISj  In  terms  of  results  vs.  effort,  these  operations 
have  been  hig^y  successful.  One  hundred  and  six  (l06>  enemy  have  been 
l^Hl®d,  while  the  division  has  Incurred  only  light  damage  to  one  heli«* 
copter.  It  is  also  significant  that  the  majority  of  engagements  have 
been  with  groups  of  2  to  3  enemy,  many  moving  by  sall^>an,  indicating  that 
the  enei^y  liaison,  comunlcations ,  reconnaissance  and  supply  elements 
are  the  most  seriously  effected.  The  Interdiction  of  this  type  of  ene^y 
activity  is  proportionately  more  daasaglng  to  his  operations,  for  it  strikes 
at  his  ability  to  :^ontrol  and  coordinate  his  military  and  political  efforts, 
ft^t  Haidc  operations  have  significantly  expanded  the  Division's  control 
over  the  ares  of  operations  at  night.  Night  Hawk  operations  in  conjunction 
with  radar,  sensoxy  devices,  night  patrols,  and  asdnishes  are  developing 
into  a  system  of  night  surveillance  and  control  over  the  battlefield. 


2  incl 

1.  Photogrc^h  -  Night  Hawk 
(left  side) 

2,  PhotogTfi^h  -  Night  Hawk 
(right  side) 
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2  -  CG.  DSARV,  ATTKj  G3 
2  -  CXx,  n  FFV,  ATTN.  G3 


MICHAEL  D.  KEATING  ^ 
Major,  Armor 
Commanding  , 
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AVDCCS 

SUBJECT  I  H*dg«roir  Claftring  Op«r«tlons  (U) 


3  Jtuie  1969 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  (U)  GENERAL I  In  opd«r  to  Aaalit  oporotlona  and  improva  aaourlty  in  tho  25th 

Infantry  bivlaion  TAOR,  a  program  of  hodgorow  and  jungla  oloarlng  waa  inltlatad 

by  the  65th  Engineer  Battalion  aupported  by  Rone  plowa  from  the  20th 
Brigade.  While  the  Rone  plow  operatlona  were  auooeaaful  In  olearliig  fleioa  or 
fire  around  the  Dlvlalon*i  fire  aupport  baaea  and  denying  the  enemy  oonoealrwnt 
from  which  to  ambuah  the  Dlvlalon*a  aupply  routes,  certain  problems  were  notea. 


2.  (C)  PROBLEM!  Rome  plow  operations  have  inherently  three  basic  problems. 
First,  Rome  plow  operations  necessitate  the  modification  of  a  large  number  of  7 
bulld^eera,  Thla  oonsigna  the  bulldotere  to  jungle  clearing  operatlona,  the 
Rome  plow  configuration  having  only  a  limited  uaefullneaa  In  general  combat  engi¬ 
neer  nlaalons.  Second,  a  large  number  of  bulldoaera  are  needed  to  clear  hedge¬ 
rows,  The  Rome  plows  use  an  echelon  formation  with  overlapping  eeotora  when 
clearing  a  thiok  hedgerow,  Thla  necessitates  the  use  of  much  time  and  equipment. 
The  third  problem  In  Rome  plow  operations  Is  the  vulnerability  of  the  equipment 
and  operators  to  silnea  and  booby  traps.  An  alternate  method  of  clearing  hedge¬ 
rows  which  would  alleviate  some  of  these  disadvantages  was  desired. 

3,  (C)  SOLUTIONi  On  2  June  1969,  Company  E,  65th  Engineer  Battalion  began  using 

a  new  method  for  clearing  hedgerows.  This  new  method  utlliaes  a  heavy  baval 
anchor  ohaln  and  two  M48  tanks.  In  operation,  the  tanks  f orm  on -Ine ,  parallel 
to  and  at  the  end  of  the  hedgerow  to  be  cleared )  one  end  of  the  anchor  OMln  is 
attached  to  each  tank  and  the  ohaln  thus  trails  out  behind  the  vehioles  In  an 
elongated  "U'J.  (See  Inolosure  l)  As  the  tanks  move  down  the  length  of  hedgerow 
on  either  side,  the  chain  outs  under  the  hedgerow  Itself.  This  operation  uproots 
trees  and  olunqps  of  bamboo  exposing  tunnels  and  oaohes  and  also  safely  detonates 
sdnes  and  booby  traps  planted  In  hedgerow.  Large  areas  of  foliage  are  hand¬ 
led  in  much  the  earns  manner*  The  ohaln  la  puUed  through  the  area  with  one  wnk 
in  the  cleared  area  and  one  in  the  foliage.  (See  Inolosure  2)  ^1 

h^gerowe  to  be  cleared  are  first  reeonnoltsrsd  by  direct  and  indirect  fire. 

The  effeotlreneos  of  this  now  method  for  hedgerow  clearing  was  reoognlsed 
immediately.  However,  it  was  found  that  the  use  of  tanks  for  this  ooeration  re¬ 
sulted  In  excessive  maintenance  problemsi  the  transmiseion  of  the  mo  tank  not 
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being  designed  for  this  type  of  work.  The  D7E  bulldozer  with  standard  bullblade 
.was  substituted  and  found  to  be  an  effective  vehicle  for  this  type  of  operation. 
Company  E  has  assembled  a  team  for  hedgerow  clearing  utilizing  the  chain.  There 
are  two  chain  units  in  this  team;  each  unit  consists  of  two  D7E  bulldozers  tow~ 
ing  a  75  meter  length  of  naval  anchor  chain  weighing  approximately  three  tons, 
followed  by  a  Rome  plow  approximately  150  meters  behind  the  chain.  The  Romt  plow 
is  used  to  clear  any  heavy  obstructions  which  the  bxilldozer  drawn  chain  is  unable 
to  move.  Each  of  the  vehicles  is  equipped  with  an  jlll/PRC-25  radio  which  facili- 
'tates  command  and  control  by  the  officer  in  charge.  The  crew  of  each  bulldozer 
consists  of  a  driver  and  guard  who,  for  personal  safety,  are  equipped  with  steel 
helmets  and  flak  jackets  *  In  addition  to  the  vehicle  operators ,  the  engineers 

also  supply  a  demolition  team  responsible  for  destroying  all  mines  and  booby 

traps  not  detonated  by  the  chain  and  all  bunkers  and  tunnels  uncovered  in  the 
operation.  Security  for  the  team  is  provided  by  a  mechanized  infantry  company, 

4,  (C)  ^ULTSi  Hedgerow  clearing  using  the  chain  method  was  initiated  along 

Highway  6A  between  Trang  Bang  and  pSB  Persh'^ng  and  in  the  area  southwest  of  FSB 
Pershing  (XT  5024,  XT  .5025,  XT  5124,  XT  5125).  The  AD  for  chain  clearing  has 
been  expanded  to  encompass  large  areas  of  the  Citadel  (XT  5424),  Between  2 

June  and  30  June  1969*  approximately  1250  acres  have  been  cleared  of  hedgerows 

with  up  to  160  acres  a  day  being  cleared,  100  meters  of  hedgerow  can  be  cleared 
i’^  approximately  five  minutes.  However,  large  trees,  which  require  several 
attsnpts  before  falling  and  the  maneuver  to  turn  the  chain  around  at  the  end  of 
each  pass  through  a  hedgerow,  are  both  time  consuming  parts  of  the  operation. 

The  weight  of  the  chain  used  allows  not  only  for  rapid  clearance  of  foliage  in 
the  hedgerows  but  also  safe  detonation  of  mines  and  booby  traps.  The  use  of  the 
anchor  chain  provides  a  safe  stand-off  distance  from  the  detonation  for  the  bull¬ 
dozer  operators,  who  are  further  protected  by  steel  helmets,  flak  jackets  and 
radio  headsets.  The  speed  of  the  operation  makes  it  possible  to  clear  an  entire 
tissigned  area  in  a  single  day  thereby  preventing  the  enemy  from  knowing  before¬ 
hand  which  areas  are  to  be  cleared.  This  lessens  the  possibility  of  ambushes 
and  mining  incidents.  These  factors  combine  to  significantly  decrease  the  num¬ 
ber  of  casualties  sustained  by  combat  engineers  engaged  in  hedgerow  clearing. 

The  number  of  mechanized  infantry  needed  to  secure  a  chain  clearing  operation 

is  greater  than  the  number  needed  to  secure  Rome  plows.  The  speed  with  which 
hedgerows  can  cleared  and  the  size  of  the  areas  worked  with  the  chain  neces¬ 
sitate  the  larger  number  of  security  forces, 

5,  (U)  CONCLUSIONS!  The  early  success  of  this  typ*  of  hedgerow  clearing  oper¬ 
ation  has  been  recognized  by  the  formulation  of  plans  by  Con5>any  E,  65th  Engi¬ 
neer  Battalion  for  a  more  extensive  hedgerow  clearing  project  in  the  Citadel, 

The  chain  clearing  operation  has  produced  a  valuable  side  benefit- {  the  tearing 
up  of  whole  clumps  of  bamboo  by  the  chain  has  exposed  numerous  tunnels  and 
caches.  The  amounts  of  enemy  munitions  and  equipment  destroyed  or  evacuated 
during  the  trial  period  are  included  in  Inclosures  3  4,  \The  speed  and 

thoroughfiess  of  chain  clea^'ing  operations,  coupled  with  increased  safety  to 
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bulldozer  operators,  have  been  demonstrated  during  this  trial  period. 
FOR  THE  GOMMANDERi 


5  Incl 

1,  Sketch  of  Hedgerow 
Clearing 

2,  Sketch  of  Area  Clearing 

3,  Munitions  Safely  Detonated 
or  Destroyed 

4,  Supplies  and  Structures 
De  s t  royed /Evacuated 

5,  Photographs  (3) 


ROBERT  L.  FAIR 


Colonel,  GS 
Chief  of  Staff 
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2  -  COMUSMACV,  Attni  J3 
2  -  CG,  USARV,  Attn 5  G3 
2  -  CG,  II  FFV,  Attni  G3 

1  -  CG,  1st  Inf  Div,  Attni  G3 

1  -  CG,  9th  Inf  Div,  Attni  G3 

1  -  CG,  1st  Cav  Div,  Attni  G3 

1  -  CG,  CMAC,  Attni  G3 
1  -  CG,  199th  LIB,  Attni  G3 
1  -  CO,  11th  ACR,  Attni  S3 
1  -  CG,  RTAVF,  Attni  G) 

1  -  CG,  1st  ATF,  Attni  G3 
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D«t«ll  of  Chain  Link 


Clearing  Foliage  From  Area 
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Typ*  Munition 

COtOFl’Oe^Tlc^U 

Munitions  Safely  Detonated  or  Destroyed 

Humber  Found/Destroyed  Nundoer  Detonated 

60B3a  Mort*r 

10 

0 

8linm  Mortar 

17 

0 

82BaQ  Mortar 

16 

5 

4,2"  Mortar 

13 

1 

105nn  HE 

38 

17 

if  5nia  CS 

2 

a 

X 

155niii  HE 

6 

5 

8"  HE 

2 

0 

57in»  Wl 

1 

0 

RPG-2,  Round 

20 

0 

BPCt-2,  Booster 

4 

0 

RPG-7i  Round 

9 

0 

WG-V,  Booster 

1 

0 

122mm  Rocket,  Complete 

1 

0 

Hand  Grenades 

21 

21 

Chi  Com  hP  Hines 

3 

1 

Chi  Com  AT  Grenades 

4 

0 

Claymore  Mines 

X 

0 

Tilt  Rod  Hines 

9 

0 

25  lb.  Mines 

2 

0 

TM-46  Box  Mine 

1 

0 

CBU 

2 

0 

Ihelosur*  3  to  Incl  9 
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Typ« 

Chi  Com  BxploslT*  Bloek 
5Zmm  Propellant 
AK-47  Round 
M79  Round 


Nuabar  Found/Dastroyed 
1  (Cu.Ft.) 

5  (Iba.) 

920 

18 


Hom  Hada  Granada  3 
ExploolTa  Booby  Trap  w/trlp  wlra  4 
40  lb,  Mina  11 


Nuabar  Datonatad 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
4 
1 


a 
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Supplies  and  Structures  Destroyed  or  Evacuated 


39  Punjl  Pits 
2  Bunker  s 

1*^  Tunnels,  2  with  medical  supplies  and  NVA  money 

2  Two-man  figViting  positions 

5  Reinforced  fighting  positions 
1  .51  cal,  MG  position 

3  Non-explosive  booby  traps 


4  Sets,  web  gear 
1  Officer’s  Dei.t  w/star 
1  NVA  shirt 
1  Tank  radio  cable 
1  55  gal.  drum  w/bandages 


1  ,50  cal,  barrel 

5  SKS  Carbines 
1  82mm  mortar  tuba 


1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 


,30  cal,  aimno  can  w/documents 
,50  cal,  ammo  can  w/3  lbs,  medical  supplies 
m  m  m  ft  v/tapa  recorder,  parts  missing 

»  "  »*  "vis  pair  shower  shoes 

w/Ho  Chi  Minh  sandals 
n  n  m  n  v/ radio  parts 

**  "  ••  "  w/GI  gas  mask 


200  lbs,  white  powder,  possibly  nitrate  or  lime 


Ehen^y  Killed  in  Operation,  Rnemy  Bodies  Discovered 

12  NVA  bodies  in  graves 
2  VC  killed  by  90mm  canister  round 


Inelosure  4  to  Incl  9  C  O  /O  F"  I  3  iam 
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SUBJECT;  Ground  Survcillanco  Ilo.dnr  (U) 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1,  (C)  GEITERAL,  In  tlao  process  of  upgrading  the  surveillance  and  target 
acquisition  oi  trS  Army  units,  occasionally  the  technology  involved  in  the 
development  of  materiel  will  overtake  the  capabilities  of  units  in  the 
field.  Ground  Surveillance  Radars  provide  an  all  weather,  211;  hour  sur¬ 
veillance  capability  with  the  ability  to  detect  targets  during  periods  of 
reduced  visibility.  They  provide  accurate  target  inforiiiation  data  per¬ 
mitting  iiiiaediate  engagement  by  fire  or  other  appropriate  tactical  reac¬ 
tion,  Three  types  of  ground  sui^illance  radars  are  presently  employed 
within  the  25th  Infaritiy  Division, 

a.  AN/TPS-25#  a  doppler  principle  radar,  organic  to  division  artillery 
headquarters  battery,  with  an  ability  to  detect  moving  personnel  at  ranges 
of  10-12  kilometers  under  favorable  terrain  condition.  It  is  used  to 
provide  coverage  of  those  areas  determined  to  be  most  lucrative  for  the 
detection  of  enemy  main  force  movements, 

bo  AN/PPS-5,  a  doppler  principle  radar,  orgonic  to  division  naneuvor' 
battalions  with  a  maximum  range  of  5  km  to  detect  moving  personnel  targets. 
It  is  used  pririiarily  to  provide  medium  range  identification  and  location 
of  hostile  tcu’gets  during  periods  of  reduced  visibility  with  the  secondary 
mission  of  providing  close  in  detection  of  onoiny  movement  ajround  fire 
support  bases,  critical  bridges  and  base  camps, 

c,  AlJ/PPS-1;,  A  doppler  principle  radar,  retained  within  divisional 
maneuver  battalions,  with  a  1,5  km  personnel  detection  range.  They  are 
sited  primarily  to  provide  protection  to  night  defensive  positions  and 
small  critical  iixstallations  such  as' bridges, 

2,  (C)  EIOBISM.  During  the  early  months  of  1969,  a  thorough  review  was 
made  of  25th'  Infantry  Division  ground  surveillance  equipment  and  the  results 
which  it  had  been  producing.  Performance  was  judged  to  be  below  the  level 
expected  of  tlie  equipment,  and  a  thorough  analysis  was  made  of  the  complete 
ground  s\irveillance  rad^  systeia  employed  by  the  25th  Infantry  Division, 

The  evaluation  indicated  a  need  for  more  radar  operator  and  maintenance 
training  and  for  improvement  in  siting  and  techniques  of  eraployment, 

3,  (C)  SOLUTION,  Planning  the  emplojrraent  of  ground  surveillance  radars 
is  under  the  general  staff  supervision  of  tlio  ACofS,  G2,  The  Division 
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SUIiJBCT:  Ground  Sur.'ciUanca  (li) 

Artillory  Coriiiiandcr  is  rosj.oi’ciblc  i’oi’  the  operational  ciuployment  of  Al'I/TrS~2^ 
rr.drx,  ioC,  celcctio’i  of  situ  locations  uliich  KiaxijidzG  sui’voillajicc  capabili¬ 
ty  in  ai’oas  directed  by  the  Coi.'jiiajidi.nc  Ceiiei’al,  oiid  fo)’  providing  lon^ 
r.ancjo  surveillance  capability  in  ai’uas  directed  by  the  Coiiuaajio.in.g  General, 

The  raid  Ah/r?.’''-!?  radai’s  rivo  iridcr  a.utcnoj.’ous  operational  and  en- 

ployi.iont  control  of  the  waeicuver  batt-alion  coiiLiiander e  Ha  uses  cinn’cnb 
intelligence  i’ldicators  to  detenninc ’tlio  best  possible  site  location  to 
liiaxij.iizc  tho  sui’voillancc  capability.  To  provide  greater  jjiforr.iation 
accuntcy,  all  Al'j/iT3-2!;  and  I’adar  locatio’is  arc  surveyed.  Jirid 

towers  are  provided  tho  /dl/PHS-l?  to  i.iiniiiiizc  "dead  space".  The  ro.dars 
ai’0  siunroycd  to  an  o.ccuracy  of  10-digit  UTii  coordinate,  which  contributes 
to  fast,  accurate  aftillery  engagement,  Durnig  the  past  Hunt!-,  a  concerted 
effort  was  made  to  enhance  the  capabilities  of  ground  surveillance  rada.rs. 

An  advisory  toaju  from  U3A3G0M  inspected  all  radar  sites,  A  mobile  training 
tea:,i  followed  tho  USA3C0H  teoiii  to  all  sites,  giving  advice  on  siting  and 
maintonanco,  and  giving  operators  instiniction  on  their  radars,  located ‘at 
their  unique  sites,  A  radar  operator  school  was  established  at'Cu  Chi, 
Gra-duates  from  this  school  arc  the  nucleus  of  unit  OJT  programs.  In  tho 
tiiiic  period  since  training  began,  three  times  as  many  ra.dar  sightings  have' 
been  made  as  compared  to  a  similan  time 'period  immediately  before  training, 

Tho  Target  Infoniiatlon  Center  (TIC)  monitors  ground  surveillance  radar  sight¬ 
ings  as  reported  to  G2  Operations  in  the  DTCG,  After  pi.otting  the  sightings, 
and  analyzing  the  intelligence  situation,  the  TIC  may  I'ccommend  a  combat 
response  in  addi.tim  to  artillery,  Tho  TIC 'may  also  recommend  confirmation 
of  tho  sighting  by  other  suinreillance  means, 

i;,  (C)  RESULTS ,  Results  for  the  period  1  Kay  thini  6  June  196?  ai’o  tabulated 

below.  Body  count  is  generally  a  result  of  artillory  reaction;  hov7cvcr, 

IJight  Ilavrk  UH-l  aircraft  have  been  incorporated  into  the  system  with  posi¬ 
tive  results.  Physical  body  count  is  indicated  below;  however,  the  actual 
nuTiibcr  of  enem;',''  l^i-Xled  is  much  highoi'  as  indicated  by  munerous  di’ag  marks 
and  blood  trails  loca.ted  in  the  areas  fired  on. 


EiCLUSTJ/li) 

D/.TES 

1  Hay  -  6  June  69 


I'RJKBdR  OF 
SIGIITEIGo 


NUi-IDER  OF  TiUGETS  BODY 

B'HG.'.GED  COUl'iT 


Ground  surveillance  radars  have  been  notably  successful  in  giving  early 
warning  of  battali-on  and  multi-battalion  o,ttac‘us  ’  on  ?a,trol  Bases  Diar.iond 
and  Frontier  City  and  at  Fire  Support  Bcase  Crook, 

5e  (C)  COIICLUSIOI'iS ,  Reliable  raLunS,  imumed  by  Coiupetent  opeivitors  a.nd 
sited  to  provide  the  most  effective  surveillance,  provide  the  commander 
with  another  tool  for  observing  eneiiy  movement  within  his  area  of  inter¬ 
est,  The  AI\fAPS-25  radar,  witti  a  rajigo  of  about  12  kiloiiieters,  has  pro¬ 
duced  tl:ie  most  consistent  and  reliable  resuRts,  while  the  AKAHS-9  radar 
gives  the  battalion  coriimander  an  effective  means  of  eanly  warning  against 


(2 

1^3 
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3'JBJECT;  Ground  Siu /oillanco  lladars  (U) 

encaiiy  attache.  These  radars  wl^on  properly  tied  in  with  other  surveillance 
dcvicos  and  intoD-lijTcnco  coniirm  oneJiiy  ii"*tcntiona  .and  rdTord  the  U3 
coimiiandor  an  excellent  nicana  for  detecting  and  dcstrojeing  liim, 

FOK  THE  C»H'dnDER: 
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SEE  UJSTJniUTION 


Ic  (C)  GFii'lElUiLc  The  25th  Infantry  Division  blocks  tlu'cc  major  encuiv,^  in¬ 
filtration  routes  Icadinj  to  Sai;jon,  In  the  past  the  enai\y  has  attcnptoLl 
to  take  advant..''CC  of  ck.rlaicss  and  other  iieriods  of  i\:duccd  visibility  to 
move  his  lorcos,  weapons  aJid  supplies  into  positions  from  which  to  laiuich 
an  attack, 

2,  (C)  PR0DLn4 .  Periods  of  darkness  and  I'educcd  visibility  dooi'cascd  tlic 
ability  of  oui'  forces  to  observe  enemy  movc;:icnt  alonp  suspected  infiltration 
routes.  Aerial  obsci'vation  and  patrols  were  limited  in  rjuipe  and  in  their 
ability  to  effectively''  encase  enemy  forces  attemptiiic  to  gain  the  advanta[;e 
of  suiprise.  Similarly,  base  camps  and  fire  support  bases  became  more  vul¬ 
nerable  to  enemy  standoff  ajid  ground  attack  during  tlicsc  periods  of  reduced 
visibility, 

3,  (C)  SOLUTION,  In  September  1968  the  25th  Infantry  Division  initiated 
evaluation  of  various  sensors.  At  first,  success  vras  limited,  but  as 
techniques  iraprovod  and  I'csponsc  to  sensor  activations  becemo  more  rapid, 
this  device  proved  to  be  an  effective  deterrent  to  enemy  moveaiicnt.  The 
basic  t;>q)o  of  sensor  employed  by  the  25th  Infajitry’’  Division  is  tlie  seismic 
tyi-iG  which  can  detect  movement  ol  humans  •vri.thln  a  radius  of  about  forty  raoters 
and  vehicle  movemou't  out  to  about  tl'U'oc  himdi’od  motors.  Variations  of  this 
sensor  ai’c  the  acoustic  and  the  magnetic  tjqpc  wliich  detect  noise  and  metal 
objects,  respectively.  The  sensors  are  generally  positioned  by  handj  hovi- 
ever,  of  1:62  sensors  employed  siiicc  the  beginiiing  of  the  Division  program, 
fifty  have  been  drop'''cd  from  helicopters  into  othenise  jjiacccsiblo  areas » 
Sensor  activation  is  read  out  on  receivers  nar.ied  "Portatalos"  at  neai’by 

fire  support  bases  and  at  a  central  receiving  station  on  Nui  Ba  Don,  Fire' 
is  then  brouglit  to  bear  on  the  target  by  artillery  and  by  Night  Hawk  air¬ 
craft,  - 

Uo  RESULTS.  Enemy  movement  has  been  greatly  curtailed  along  critical 

avenues  of  approach,  Eai'ly  warning  has  boon  given  to  base  camps  and  fire 
support  bases,  allowing  them  to  prepare  for  attempted  enemy  attacks  and  to 
successfully  defeat  the  attacking  force.  Intelligence  has  been  obtained  of 
intended  enemy  movement,  and  freedom  of  the  niglit  has  been  denied  him.  Mine 
laying  teams  have  been  detected  and  either  killed  or  driven  off,  and  mining 
incidents  along  critical  roads  have  been  drrraaticalD.y  reduced.  Accurate 
evaluation  of  the  effect  of  sensors  on  enemy  forces  has  not  been  possible,  as 
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•Uu'i^cts  CSC  ctii^crally  sensed  .Jid  fii'cd  upon  n',  nijht.  By  d-ylif;]!!,  vrhen  a 
visunl  rcconnaiOvSrjico  oi'  on  the  ground  checic  is  possible,  dre.f:  mar'cc  arc 
generally  the  onl^''  cvi.’.cnce  iddch  I'OM.'.ins  to  in  lie. ’to  the  success  of  the 


scnsiuij.  Howevor,  the  lablo  below  jjK'dcates  physical  tody  Count  durin;^  the 
past  several  vrcolcs^  as  v;ell  as  the  scope  of  the  21? th  Infantry  Division  sen¬ 


sor  proc;rajii. 


nicuisivii 

TOTAL  SENdOlN? 

NUllUTiP  OF 

NUMBF.R  FljLED 

BODY 

D/vTliS 

HITLOYLD 

ACTlYi'.'JiOHS 

UPON 

COUNT 

9-15  May 

lui; 

170 

102 

27 

16-22  May 

180 

333 

226 

89 

23-28  Hay 

191 

2^0 

23I1 

U3 

29  May-U  Juiio 

191 

232 

176 

39 

5o  (C)  C0NCLU3I0NS,  The  sensor  is  a  valuable  tool  for  tho  commander  in 
combat.  Enemy  m'ovcmont  can  be  detected  and  interdicted  swiftly  witii  no  d;uiccr 
to  friendly  troops.  Selected  tarcots  can  be  seeded  wjth  sensors,  and  the 
readout  can  be  used  for  intelligence.  In  tlio  past  sensors  have  been  ’osed  in 
a  relatively  fixed  location  once  placed;  however  the  2^th  Infantry  Division 
is  testing  the  concept  of  maJ<ing  sensors  available  on  a  limited  basis  to 
isolated  ps.trol  base  commanders  for  use  as  early  warning  devices,  and  initial 
results  are  fr.vora.ble.  Use  of  the  sensor  by  conuiiandcrs  is  limited  only  by 
ingenuity  and  initiative. 


FOU  KiE  COM^i/dlDER: 


ROBEIIT  L. 
Colonel,  GS 
Chief  of  Staff 
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1*  (C)  GENERAL.  The  25th  Infanti'y  Division  TAOI  Is  subject  to  heavy 

onciny  mininn,  Surinc  tlie  period  1  Januai'y-30  April  19*59  tiierc  were  over 
26  road  mining  incidents  per  week  in  tliis  ai'ca,  TTie  magnitude  of  tlio 
problem  had  previously  been  recognized  and  oiforbs  to  counter  mining  acti¬ 
vity  had  centered  on  improvement  in  detection  mctliods  and  equipuent.  Con¬ 
siderable  effort,  to  include  spocialimca  individual  training  and  improve¬ 
ment  of  mine  detection  equipment,  has  been  expended  to  increase  the  per¬ 
centage  of  mines  found  versus  those  detonated  by  friendly  vehicles  or 
personnel.  These  mcasiu’es  pi'oducod  some  degree  of  success,  but  enemy  em¬ 
ployment  of  non-mctailic  mines  increased  the  possibility  that  a  mine 
would  be  missed  by  the  mine  sweep  team.  Employment  of  mine  rollers  proved 
to  be  only  marginally  successful,  as  many  mines  do  not  detonate  under  tlao 
first  vehicle  passing  over  thorn, 

2,  (C)  PR0Dpj>l.  The  problem  facing  tlio  25tli  Infantry  Division  thus  be¬ 
came  dne  of  minimizing  enemy  road  mining  activityo  Using  the  Univac  1005 
computer  assigned  to  the  Division  AG  section,  statistics  on  enemy  road 
riiining  wore  compiled  and  analyzed.  The  analysis  revealed  that  over  fifty 
percent  of  road  mining  activity  in  the  Division  TAOI  was  concentrated  in 
four  sectors  of  road  having  a  total  length  of  about  four  and  one-half 
kilometers.  Three  of  the  four  sectors  of  road  wore  on  LOG'S  leading  to 
25th  Iirfantry  Division  fire  support  bases,  and  the  remaining  sector  was 
at  a  major  iirlcrsoction  on  the  Division  IlSR,  Two  of  the  roads  lending  to 
fire  support  bases  support  virtuallj''  no  civilian  traffic,  while  tliat 
portion  of  the  MSR  being  mined  expcricncod  very  little  civilian  activity, 

3,  (C)  SOLUTION .  Once  the  problem  areas  had  been  isolated,  to.ctics  were 
developed  to  counter  the  enemy's  mine  laying  activities.  Sensor  fields 
were  emplaced  in  the  critical  areas,  and  ambush  patrol  activity  was  in¬ 
creased.  Artillery  VT  fire  was  put  on  alert  to  respond  to  both  the  sen¬ 
sors  and  to  the  patrols.  Night  Hawk  aircraft  equipped  with  IR  lights, 
night  obsemration  devices,  and  miniguns  fly  throughout  the  Division  TAOI 
nightly,  and  th«  crews  of  these  UH-1  aircraft  are  placed  on  the  alert  for 
any  sign  of  enemy  activity  in  the  four  most  heavily  mined  areas.  Any 
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enemy  appearing  in  any  of  tlieae  key  locations  is  irimediately  engaged  with 
all  available  firepower, 

ha  (C)  RESULTS.  The  intensified  countermine  program  has  been  in  effect 
for  one  month.  Resiflls  for  this  limited  period  jndicate  that  the  effort 
expended  has  been  woi'thwhile.  The  sector  of  MSR  vrhich  has  previously  ex¬ 
perienced  an  average  of  'ben  mining  incidents  per  month  had  only  three 
incidents  during  May  1969.  The  three  sectors  of  LOG  vrhich  ha'^/e  previously 
experienced  an  average  of  fifteen,,  twenty  and  eleven  mining  incidents  per 
mon.-Gh  respectively,  had  only  one,  eight  and  three  mining  incidents  during 
May  1969,  Personnel  end  equipment  losses  showed  a  coxTesponding  decrease. 
See  Inclosure  1, 

$0  (C)  GOK^CLUSIQN.  The  program  outlined  above  is  felt  to  be  a  good  be¬ 

ginning  for  effective  prevention  of  mine  casualties  and  damage.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  mines  detonated  can  be  reduced  by  improved  mine  sweep  techniques 
and  equipment,  but  a-H  incidents  can ’be  eliminated  only  by  denying  the  en- 
enemy  the  ability  to  place  liis  mines.  The  success  of  our  sensor  program 
combined  i-rith  ambush  patrols  and  rapid  artillery  reaction  indicates  that 
tlais  is  a  feasible  goal.  The  tactics  employed  have  definitely  discouraged 
cnomy  mdne  planoing  teams  in  their  attempt  to  harass  our  forces. 

FOR  THE  COIlL'jroSR: 
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PIEAVIEST  METIITG  jSXFJRIEI'ICED  ON  ROADS 
BORDERING  CITA.D..ji:. 


MINING  Also  DRO;.>PEIO  OFF  DURING  PRE-TET 
■PERIOD 

ROADS  MOST  H-5AVILI  m'SD  .IRE  ROUTES  6A, 
239t  add  26,  2k9  MD  li| 

METALLIC  MINES  ARB  FOUND  ALMOST  EXCLU¬ 
SIVELY  ADJACENT  TO  NVA  BASE  AREAS 

VC  EI4PLOY  NON-METALLIC  MINES  IVITH 
IMPROVISED  DSTOIIATORS 


EXPERIEJ^CE  FACTORS 

FOUND 

DETONATED 

WAR  1969 

6k 

$$ 

APR  1969 

$3 

71 

MAY  1969 

k2 

38 

VEHICLES  DAI'IAGED  LT  MINES 


MAR  1969 

67 

APR  1969 

70 

MAY  1969 

31* 

*  After  initiation  af  coanterrnlne  fljea6,ures  being 
taken  in  selected  area®. 
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SUBJECT :  Target  Acquisition  (U) 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1,  (C)  GENERAL.  The  25th  Infantry  Division  has  available  numerous  and 
diverse  sources  of  Intelligence  as  yell  as  a  varied  combat  response 
capability.  Fleeting  targets  require  Immediate  recognition  of  their 
existence  and  dissemination  of  this  information  to  enable  rapid  engage¬ 
ment  and  destruction.  Thotigh  the  nature^  of  the  target  determines  the 
most  appropriate  means  of  response,  priorities  may  dictate  the  use  of 

a  less  suitable  reaction, 

2,  (C)  PROBLEM.  The  problem  of  target  acquisition  is  threefold: 

(l)  to  better  integrate  incoming,  all-sourOe  information,  (2)  to  have 
quicker  confirmation  of  suspected  targets,  and  (3)  to  rapidly  disseminate 
target  data  to  appropriate  action  agency, 

3,  (C)  SOLUTION.  A  Target  Information  Center  (TIC)  has  been  established 
as  a  central  agency  for  efficleiit  conversion  of  all-source  information 
targets  for  combat  response.  The  TIC *8  key  task  is  to  recognize  the  initial 
ciue  to  a  possible  target  and  to  direct  additional  collection  efforts  to 
expand  this  initial  limited  knowledge  into  a  specific  target.  Timely  dlssenv- 
imtlon  of  the  resulting  target  information  is  an  in5)ortant  condlderation. 

a.  The  TIC  is  composed  of  a  02  Element  and  a  Fixe  Support  Element, 

Two  officers  and  two  enlisted  men  each  from  the  02  Section  and  the  Division 
Artillery  are  assigned  to  the  TIC,  This  strength  provides  a  manning  level 
of  one  officer  and  one  enlisted  man  for  each  element  during  two  twelve-hour 
shifts  (Inclosvire  1).  The  02  has  staff  responsibility  for  the  TIC,  Dlr^t 
supervision  is  exercised  through  the  02  Air  in  coordination  vrlth  the  assis¬ 
tant  Fire  Support  Coordinator,  Two  organizational  factors  are  conside^d 
to  be  critical  to  the  success  of  the  TIC :  (l)  it  is  located  in  the  Division 

Tactical  Operations  Center  (DTOC),  and  (2)  the  TIC  is  not  a  separate  o^r- 
ational  el^ntj  the  targets  it  develops  are  recoranended  to  the  03,  Dlvis^n 
Artillery  and  the  Brigades  for  their  action.  These  two  ftatures  are  essential 
to  preserve  established  organizational  and  operational  lines. 
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SUBJECT:  Target  Acquisition  (U) 

b,  “Hard"  target  information  e,g.  base  camps,  bunkers,  and  foot 
bridges,  is  obtained  from  interpretation  of  aerial  photography  and  from 
visvial  reconnaissance;  Anry  aviators  and  Air  Force  pilots  are  debriefed, 
as  well  as  artilleiy  observers,  G2  Air  observers.  Forward  Air  Controllers, 
and  Airborne  Personnel  Detector  (People  Sniffer)  mJ.ssion  crew  members. 

Data  also  is  obtained  from  the  following  sensors:  Infrared  (IR)  or  ”Red 
Haze**  (TAB  A),  Side  Looking  Airborne  Rader  (SIAR)(TAB  B),  Duffel  Bag 
seismic  and  acoustic  devices  (TAB  C),  Airborne  Personnel.  Detector  (TAB  D), 
and  Ground  Surveillance  Radars  (ANAPS-25,  AN/PPS-5  and  AN/PPS-U)  (TilB  E), 

Other  sources  of  information  arc  intelligence  reports,  interrogation  reports 
from  prisoners  and  i^lliers,  agent ^reports.  Long  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrols, 
and  enemy  contacts, 

c.  The  basic  working  tools  of  the  TIC  are  a  1:50,000  map  of  the 
DIVISION  TAOI  on  which  the  indicators  of  recent  activity  are  maintained 
for  the  previous  seven  days,  together  with  an  acetate  overlay  of  hard 
target  locations  and  tara,il  activity.  The  latter  da.ta  is  maintained  on 
a  permanent  bails.  Symbols  are  shown  in  Inclosure  2.  The  indicators 
of  recent  activity  are  color-coded  by  day  of  the  week  using  1800  -  1800 
hours  time  frames  in  order  to  maintain  continuity  of  night  sensors.  For 
rapid  selection  of  active  targets,  it  is  only  necessary  to  superimpose 
the  hard  targets  overlay  on  the  mr.p  and,  by  visual  inspection,  determine 
the  hard  targets  in  close  proximity  to  the  activity  indicators,  cause 
plotting  and  extracting  coordinates  from  the  hard  target  plots  coi  ;unds 
inaccuracy,  a  hard  target  library  is  maintained  with  targets  filed  by 
10,000  meter  grid  sqxjare.  The  six  or  eight  digit  coordinate  is  then 
used  to  verify  the  precise  location  for  accurate  combat  response.  Records 
are  kept  on  all  targets  developed,  by  source,  to  include  the  results 
obtained  from  the  response  (Inclosvire  3)» 

U,  (C)  The  Target  Information  Center  has  been  operating  since  April, 

Results  gained  have  been  gratjjjring.  Results  for  May,  by  sensors  are 
given  in  the  appropriate  During  the  first  two  weeks  of  June,  sensor 

target  acquisition  and  appropriaoe  combat  response,  coordinated  by  the 
TIC,  has  been  credited  with  30  eneny  KIA  (BC),  6  enemy  KB.  (POSS),  U 
secondary  explosions  and  the  discovery  of  1000  pounds  of  rice, 

5,  (C)  COI^LUSION,  The  Target  Information  Center,  as  tailored  by  the 

25th  Infantry  Division,  ha.s  been  successful  in  making  the  sensor  program, 
in  conjiinction  with  all  other  intelligence  sources,  an  effective  means  of 
target  acquisition.  Success  of  the  TIC  and  the  associated  sensor  programs, 
in  both  the  paddy  and  jungle  areas  of  the  **Tropic  Lightning**  TAOR  indicates 
these  concepts  my  have  wide  applicability  in  areas  of  simile-r  terrain, 

201 
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SUBJECT;  Target  Acquisition  (U) 

Mountainous  areas,  with  their  unique  problems,  may  requdxe  eonia  drastic 
modification  of  the  bensor  programs  described  herein,  but  the  concept 
of  a  central  agency  integrating  all-so\u:*ce  information,  qudckly  confirming 
suspected  targets,  and  disseminating  target  data  to  operational  elements 
should  bo  valid  in  any  terrain,  under  all  ”hot"  war  conditions. 


FOR  THE  CCMMfiNDER; 
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CG,  CMAC,  ATTN;  G2,  APO  962U3 

CG,  199th  LIB,  ATTN;  S2,  APO  96279 

CG,  3/82nd  Abn  Div,  ATTN;  S2,  APO  96228 

CO,  Co  A,  5th  SPG,  ATTN;  Int  0,  APO  962U0 

CO,  3/17th  Air  Cav,  ATTN:  S2,  APO  96289 
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TAB  A 

1.  (C)  RED  HAZE;  The  Red  Haze  program,  employing  airborne  infrared 
sensor  equiptiient,  provides  the  2^th  Infantry  Division  with  a  valuable, 
day  or  night,  surveillance  capability.  Present  aircraft  assets  allow 
surveillance  of  600  to  1000  square  kilometers  in  a  2l|  hour  period. 

This  is  considered  adequate  coverage  of  the  Division's  TAOR, 

2.  (C)  There  are  throe  sources  of  sensor  information  available  to  the 
Division: 

a.  The  OV-lC  Mohawk  aircraft,  mounting  the  AN/AAS-lli  sensor,  has 
a  visual  display  in  the  cockpit  of  the  area  being  aenaed.  This  display 
exists  for  only  four  seconds  before  a  new  area  is  displayed.  Under  ideal 
conditions  of  an  easily  plot  table  area,  in  good  weather,  and  the  systeiti 
working  well,  inflight  reports  of  fires  can  be  made,  E^orlence  has 
shown  that  ideal  conditions  exist  so  seldom,  that  inflight  repoif'ts  are 
rare, 

b.  All  information  received  by  the  airborne  sensor  can  be  simultan¬ 
eously  transmitted  to  a  Ground  Sensor  Terminal  (GST)  ANAAQ-1,  The  GST 
records  information  on  film  imagery  and  displays  the  information  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  aircraft.  The  imageiy  from  the  GST  is  processed  and 
Interpreted  in  facilities  immediately  adjacent  to  the  GST, 

c.  In  the  event  that  a  data  link  can  not  be  obtained  between  the 
aircraft  and  the  GST,  the  imagery  in  the  aircraft  is  downloaded  at  the 
Division  airfield.  Processing  and  interpretation  is  accomplished  as 
with  data  link  imagery.  Normally,  information  from  data  linked  Imagery 
is  the  most  valid  and  the  most  rapidly  disseminated. 

3.  (C)  During  the  dry' season,  numerous  grass,  brush  and  forest  fires 
exist  in  the  Dit/ision  T/iOR,  The  majority  of  these  fires  can  be  read 
out  of  the  imagery  due  to  their  distinctive  signature.  These  returns 
are  not  reported.  Likewiso,  returns  from  villages  and  hamlets  are  not 
reported  in  either  season,  "Sanitized”  reports  are  Immediately  dissem¬ 
inated  by  the  G2  Air  to  the  Target  Information  Center  and  to  ijiterested 
brigades  without  further  evaluation.  The  TIC  begins  analj’-sis  of  the 
returns  and  when  a  correlcation  is  made  between  a  return  and  other  intel¬ 
ligence,  this  infontiration  is  disseminated  to  units  with  a  recommcuidation 
as  to  appropriate  combat  response.  The  TIC  may  also  recommend  further 
confirmation  through  the  use  of  Night  Hawk,  Ground  Surveillance  Radar 

or  other  means. 
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U,  (C)  Rod  Hazo  missions  are  planned  and  requested  by  0900  hours  daily* 
The  following  arc  considoiations  in  selecting  areas; 

a.  Request  by  brigades, 

b.  Areas  searched  by  Airborne  Personnel  Detector  Missions  in  order 
to  obtain  confirmation  of  activity, 

Co  Areas  recommended  by  the  TIC  suspdeted  of  being  occupied  by  the 
eneny, 

d.  Areas  over  which  no  visual  or  photo  reconnaissance  has  boon  made 
during  the  previous  21+  hours. 

o.  Areas  of  dense  foliage  whore  little  or  no  intelligence  exists 
as  a  result  of  visual  or  photo  reconnaissance, 

5.  (C)  Typically,  a  Red  Haze  mission  of  foui'  to  six  target  areas  requires 
throe  hours  to  be  flown.  Imagery  from  the  QST  is  processed  after  mission 
completion.  It  is  processed  in  thirty  minutes  to  an  hour  and  then  inter¬ 
preted,  Therefore,  the  time  between  completion  of  the  first  target  area 
and  dissemination  of  the  information  may  be  five  hours.  To  reduce  this 
time,  unprocessed  imagery  of  high  priority  target  areas  is  removed  from 
the  GST  as  areas  are  completed  by  the  aircraft.  Processing  and  inter¬ 
pretation  follows  resulting  in  a  delay  time  of  only  two  hours, 

6.  (C)  Recently,  in  conjunction  with  H  FFORCEV,  the  25th  Infantry 
Division  coordinated  a  hunter-killer  team  consisting  of  an  OV-lC  Mohawk 
and  a  ®Shadow"  aircraft.  The  Red  Haze  aircraft,  operating  over  a  known 
enemy  base  comp  area  which  has  been  cleared  for  free  fire,  acquires  a 
target  with  its  sensor  and  drops  a  flare  rigged  to  bum  on  the  ground. 

The  Mohawk' turns  180  degrees,  acquires  the  flare  and  the  origlpal  target, 
and  drops  a  second  flare*  The  ’•Shadow*  then  engages  the  area  between  the 
flares.  Though  two  operations  of  this  nature  have  been  tried  with  no 
positive  results  reported,  the  hunter-killer  team  seems  ideally  suited 

to  operating  in  War  Zone  rvreas  and  these  operations  will  continue  depen¬ 
ding  upon  ’’Shadow"  availability, 

7.  (C)  In  its  role  of  target  acquisition,  the  Red  Hazo  program  has  been 
credited  with  8  enemy  KI^.  (BC),  UO  bunkers  destroyed  and  numerous  fighting 
positions  uncovered,  during  the  month  of  May, 
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TAB  B 

1,  (C)  Sido  Looking  Airborne  Radar:  SLAR  is  camblc  of  providing  the 
Division  with  day  or, night  surveillance  of  the  entire  TAOR  in  all  but 
heavy  storm  conditions.  The  imagery  produced  in  the  OV-IB  MohJ^iwk  air¬ 
craft  cockpit  and  Ground  Sensor  Terminals  gives  SI.AR  a  capability  of 
detecting  moving  targets  and  reporting  them  within  four  (U)  minutes  of 
being  sensed, 

2,  (C)  Locations  of  targets  are  given  as  6-diGit  UTM  coordinates.  In 
areas  where  streams,  rivers  and  roads  are  disccm:vblc  on  the  imagery, 
6-diglt  Coordinates  arc  considered  accurate.  However,  in  areas  where 
the  approximately  1:500,000  scale  imagorj’’  is  difficult  to  plot,  the 
interpreted  location  is  accura.to  to  no  less  than  plus  or  minus  two 
hundred  meters, 

3,  (C)  SL/'».R  missions  are  planned  and  requested  by  0900  hours  daily, 

SLA.R  is  capable  of  covering  the  25th  Infantry  Division's  area  of  oper¬ 
ation  in  two  missions  wi.th  flight  lines  sixty  kilometers  in  length. 

Two  SLAR  missions  are  selected  to  give  complete  coverage  of  areas  of 
high  interest  or  expected  energy  activity, 

U,  (C)  SLAR  is  primarily  used  for  area  surveillance,  SIAR  has  been 
most  successful  in  confirming  night  activity  on  roads,  trails  and  water¬ 
ways  which  are  suspected  of  being  infiltration  routes.  Visual  recon¬ 
naissance  reported  a  trail  and  canal  network  from  the  Cambodian  border, 
oast  to  the  Song  Va.m  Co  Dong,  generally  a.long  the  XTOO  east  -  west  grid 
line.  Almost  nijhtly,  in  April,  scattered  SLAR  returns  indicated  this 
route  was  active.  Also  In  April,  visual  and  photo  reconnaissance  of  the 
Trapezoid  (XT55Uo)  indicated  north  -  south  foot  and  oxcart  trails  wore 
heavily  used  and  terminating  at  the  Mushroom  (XT6033)*  SIAR  returns 
confirmed  activity.  Ground  operations  and  artillery  were  employed  to 
close  this  enemy  route, 

5,  (C)  SIAR  acquired  targets,  due  to  movement  and  readout  delay,  are 
itKirginal  artillery  ta.rgets.  After  SIAR  acquisition,  a  target  must  be 
hunted.  This  is  best  accomplished  by  an  aircraft  which  can  locate  the 
target  and  destroy  it.  In  February,  coordination  was  made  with  a  "Spooky" 
aircraft  and  the  locations  of  SLAR  acquired  targets  were  infll^;hted  to 
"Spooky".  During;  a  seven  night  period,  "Spo^/ky"  reported  engagiiig  three 
trucks  and  five  lambrettas, 

6,  (C)  Recently,  helicopatcrs  mounting  a  xeon  searc.hlight  and  a  ,50  cal 
raachinegun  flew  "trail"  to  SLAR  aircraft.  The  large  area  in  which  SIAR 
acquires  targets  proved  to  be  too  large  for  the  helicopters  to  travel 
across^  from  target  to  target.  The  concept  has  been  changed  in  order 

to  increase  the  efficient  use  of  limited  air  assets,  SIAR  inflic;ht 
reports  are  now  made  to  the  TK,  TIC  determines  the  location  and  dissem¬ 
inates  the  information  to  the  brigade  which  has  the  nearest  Night  Hawk 
patrol  in/ the  air  or  on  strip  alert.  To  date,  this  operation  has  had  no 
results, 
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1.  (C)  Duffol  Bajj:  Camouflajjod  seismic,  acciibtlc  and  mtinctic  sensor 
devices  are  successfully  employed  in  the  25th  Infantry  Division  TAOR  to 
detect  activity  alon^;  oneinj^  routes  of  infiltration  and  linos  of  commun¬ 
ication,  Planning  and  omi:)loymont  of  Duffel  Bag  sensor  devices  and 
associated  monitor  stations  is  voider  the  cencral  staff  supervision  of 
the  ACofS,  G2,  The  Duffel  Dag  program  provides  for  the  efficient 
integration  of  unattended  sensors  into  the  Division's  surveillance 

and  intclli^^ence  collection  plan.  Emplaced  by  aircraft  and  ground 
troops,  the  sensor  system  provides  nearly  instantaneous  djiformation 
of  movement  in  all  kinds  of  weather,  during  <'larknoss,  and  in  difficult 
terrain.  The  sensors  are  employed  offensively  to  monitor  known  eneity 
routes  of  communications,  defensively  to  detect  enemy  movement  near 
friendly  installations;  and  for  Intollit.'onco  by  detennlnin,3  the  nature, 
direction  and  size  of  the  cneny  force  moving'  past  the  sensors, 

2,  (C)  Use  of  sensors  for  offensive,  defensive  or  intelligence  missions 
may  bo  diirected  by  the  Commanding  General,  requested  by  a  subordinate 
commander,  or  recommended  bjr  a  staff  section.  Investigation  of  an  area 
for  s ’itability  of  sensor  omploymont  is  conducted  ss  follows: 

a.  The  G2  PLans  Officer  provides  order  of  battle  data  and  conducts 
preliminary  map  study  of  the  general  area  vinder  consideration.  Other 
targeting  inputs  fgom  the  Division  Tai'get  Information  Center  e.g,  SIAR, 

Rod  Haze,  and  People  Sniffer,  are  consj.dei'cd  in  the  investigative  process, 

b.  The  G2  Air  photoc^raphs  the  proposed  area  and  the  photographs  are 
analyzed  in  detail  by  the  Imagery  Interpretation  Section  to  determine  the 
optlmm  individual  sensor  locations  on  the  ground,'  The  recommended 
locations  (8-digit  coordinates)  are  marked  on  the  photos.  These  grids 
provide  excellent  guids-nce  to  the  team  that  will  ciiplace  the  sensors. 

Photos  are  also  fvurnishod  to  Drj^'ade  S2s  for,  information  and  planning, 

c.  A  G2  representative  coordinates  with  all  appropriate  elements 
of  the  Division  Staff  and  the  appropriate  Brigade  before  finalizing  the 
sensor  en5)lacement  plan, 

3*  (C)  The  final  plan  is  submitted  to  G3  Plans  who  publishes  an  operations 

order  directing  the  brigade  to  conduct  a  sensor  enjplacement  operation  within 
a  spocified  time  period.  The  tasking  directive  includes  the  number  of  sensor 
devices  allocated  and  specific  sites  for  Installation,  •G2  representatives 
provide  technical  assistance  dviring  en^lacoment. 
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h,  (C)  In  tho  offonBlvc  rolo.  Duffel  Da.-;  sensors  transmit  to  relay 
stations  located  on  dominant  terrain  features  and  are  Intoi^troted  at  a 
central  station.  Tho  data  on  activations  is  Iramodiatoly  communicated 
to  airtillory  units  for  erv;agomont.  Those  communications  are  monitored 
In  the  Target  Information  Contor  in  order  to  fuDfill  the  sunsor's 
Intolligenco  role.  Activations  are  plotted  by  tho  TIC  and  forwarded 
to  interested  ground  unite  and  airborne  patrols  suen  as  Night  Hawk 
or  ’’Shadow", 

5,  (C)  The  imaginative  use  of  diverse  aerial  and  ground  assets  has 

made  tho  Duffel  Bag  progr.am  an  outstanding  success.  Cited  bolow  ai*e 
examples  of  recent  results  obtained: 

a.  On  1  Ar\r  6?,  six  sensor  devices  were  employed  vicinity  Convoy 
Chock  Point  36  (XT3U72)  to  reduce  enemy  mining  activity,  Ditrlng  tho  30 
day  period  prior  to  Duffel  Bag  onqjloymont  at  CP  36^  Division  elements 
recorded  11  mining  incidents.  During  the  month  of  April,  only  three 
undetected  minlng^  incidents  occurod  at  CP  36,  Tho  Duffel  Dag  Pregran 
clearly  diocouiraros  onory  miuo  laying  ('poratlonB, 

b.  During  the  night  of  lU  -  l5  Apr  69,  heavy  Duffel  Bag  activations 
in  tho  Tay  Ninh  Rocket  Bolt  (XTll^U)  resulted  in  artlllory  engagement  of 

an  estimated  eneny  company  Eneii  KIA  and  equipment /installations  destroyed 
are  as  follows: 

KIA:  ^  NVA  (BC)  KBA 
DESTROYED:  20  rocket  firing  sites 
22  rocket  aiming  stakes 
12  bunkers 

c.  On  26  Apr  69,  Division  elements  conduct ing  a  gi’ound  sweep  vicinity 
irili60  located  19  graves.  Credit  of  19  enemy  KIA  (BC)  was  recorded  for 
Duffel  Bag  operations,  Heavj’'  sensor  activations  b  .d  been  detected  in  the 
ax'ea  the  preceding  night,  resiilting  In  expenditure  of  26  rounds  of  artil¬ 
lery  and  cessation  of  movement  and  activity, 

d.  In  two  remote  areas  of  southwestern  War  Zone  C,  sensor  activations 
wore  engaged  by  artillery  on  17  and  29  May  resulting  in  7  KIA  (BC;,  and  3 
KIA  (BC),  respectively, 

e.  Duffel  Dag  activations  engaged  by  artillery  or  exploited  by 
ground  operations  have  boon  credited  with  the  following  results  since 
1  Feb  69; 
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266  KL\  (DC) 

U  FWs 

150  rds  snvxll  arms 

2  rds  105mm 

3  m 

U  107mm  rkts 
9  rds  57nim 

19  banraloro  torpedoes 
0  RPQ  launchers,  27  ^'■PQ  rounds 


$1  AI(J47  rifles 
1  cal  pistol 
1,5  pounds  of  documents 
6  tunnels  uncovered 
Ui  bimkers  destroyed 
20  rocket  sites 
33  tons  of  rice 
3  i^ravo  sites  discovered 
18  RPQ  boosters 
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TAB  D 

1«  (C)  Airborne  Personnel  Detector  (APD) :  The  Airborne  Personnel 

Detector  lo  a  device  ueod  to  determine  the  ^osonoo  pf  personnel  and 
provide  the  ijiriodlato  readout  of  this  information!  There  aro  two  typos 
of  personnel  detectors  available  for  uso  in  tho  25th  Infantry  Divieionl 
Tho  Detection,  Concealed  Personnel  Detector,  Aii'craft  Moxmtcd,  XM3  (Air¬ 
borne  Personnel  Detector)  and  tho  XM-2  Personnel  Detector  (Manpack), 

Tho  XM3-APD  (''Sniffer**)  consists  of  two  identical,  but  indepondont, 
detecting  modos,  and  provides  two  Independent  readouts  for  •’combination 
readings" ,  '^'ho  3CM-2  Manpack  is  aircraft  mpuntod  only  when  an  APD  is  not 
available, 

2,  (C)  Ip  order  to  facilitato  rapid  communication  of  detector  sensings, 
a  simplified  readout  system  was  developed  using  an  alpha  code  to  denote 
"combination  readings" : 

Alpha  ▼  80  to  100  ua  readings  on  both  8caj.es 

Bravo  -  6o  to  80  via  readings  on  both  modos 

Charlio  -  80  to  100  ua  readings  on  ammonia  mode 

Delta  -  60  to  80  ua  readings  on  ammonia  mode 

Tho  background  is  established  to  road  between  30  and  liO  ua  for  each  area 
searched  and  an  increase  in  tho  reading  indicates  prosonco  of  poxsonnel 
in  tho  area,  Ejcpcrienco  has  shown  that  Alpha  and  Charlie  readings  are 
tho  most  rollablo  indicators  of  personnel  presence, 

3.  (C)  Tho  utiliaation  and  offeotivonoss  of  the  APD  is  influoncod  \s^ 
many  variablos,  Experlenco  has  shown  tho  following  to  be  the  major 
variables  which  can  be  controlled  through  capoful  planning  and  briefings 

a.  Flight  Pattern  of  the  Sniff  Aircraft,  The  exhaust  of  the  aircraft 
will  affoct  thie  APD,  Therefore,  it  is  inpor^nt  that  tho  flight  pattern 
bo  such  that  the  aircraft,  is  always  moving  upwind  (see  Inclosuro  a). 

Flying  a  flight  pittcim  perpendicular  to  the  direction  of  the  wind  from 
dovmwind  to  upfind  will  minimizo  tho  influence  of  the  exhaust.  For  maximum 
area  coverage,  tho  distance  between  logs  of  tho  flight  pattern  should  not 
exceed  300  meters, 

b.  Altitude  of  tho  Sniff  Aircraft,  During  some  periods  of  the  day 
and  because  ot  the  mlniimim  amounts  of  'effluents  given  off  by  the  human 
body,  effluents  do  not  rise  into  the  atmoshpore.  It  is  important,  there¬ 
fore,  to. fly  as  low  as  possible  above  tree  tops  or  the  ground  level  to 
get  the  best  response.  The  altitude  should  be  as  constant  as  possible 

in  an  area  as  variation  irf.y  materially  affect  the  readings.  Best  results 
are  obtained  when  flying  at  an  altitude  less  than  50  feet  above  tree  tops, 
brush  or  grass, 
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c.  Tomporature  gradiont  between  the  ground  and  the  atmosphere  is 
of  great  importance.  The  best  temperature  gradient  for  flat,  open  ter¬ 
rain  is  an  inversion  whore  effluents  remain  close  to  the  ground. 

Inversions  normally  occur  between  sunrise  and  1000  hours.  The  best 
temperatvire  gradient  for  wooded  areas  and  Jungle  is  a  lapse  condition 
where  the  effluents  are  Ijfted  through  the  canopy.  This  condition 
usually  exists  fi*om  approximately  1000  hours  vintil  the  earth  and  air 
reach  equal  terqjeratures  (neutral  gradient)  at  approximately  lUOO  hours 
(see  Inclosure  5)« 

d.  Wind  speeds  above  10  knots  rapidly  dissipate  tho  effluent. 
Therefor®,  grinds  of  loss  tlisn  10  knots  are  desireable  and  actually 
inprove  downwind  detection  caps.bilities, 

e.  It  is  o^^vicus  that  wind  direction  affects  locat’ng  tho  source 
of  the  effluent  and,  by  patterning  the  search  in  an  upvrind  direction, 
the  sources  can  be  pinpointed.  As  each  pass  of  the  *^Sniffer"  comes 
closer  to  the  effluent  the  readings  will  increase  until  •’Sniffer”  is 
upwind  of  the  reading  ^rhen  a  sharp  decrease  will  be  evident, 

f .  The  r^’is  of  the  wet  season  improve  the  perfonnance  of  the  APD 
by  ellmijnating  residual  effluents  (lasting  up  to  2k  hours  in  the  dry 
season  without  wind).  However,  the  personnel  detector  can  not  be  eii5)loyed 
dTirlng  rain  due  to  flight  safety  regulations  and  characteristics  of  the 
machine . 

g.  It  is  important  that  an  area  to  bo  sniffed  be  free  of  effluents 
produced  by  smoke,  explosive  furaes  and  aircraft  exhaust.  These  tend  to 
mask  human  effluents* 

h.  The  APD  is  not  a  quantitative  device.  No  correlation  between 
level  of  readings  and  number  of  personnel  detected  can  be  made  due  to 
variables  involved.  Readings  will  Increase,  in  theory,  with  an  increase 
in  stay  time  of  personnel,  but,  readings  vrill  also  be  detected  for  a 
number  of  hours  after  personnel  have  departed,  and  vegetation  tends  to 
prolong  this  residual  effect, 

U.  (C)  APD  missions  shoi  Ld  be  integrated  into  the  overall  tactical 
plan  of  the  brigades,  Comncinders  should  indicate  general  areas  of 
interest.  The  “Sniffer”  operator  and  the  Chemical  Officer  at  each 
Brigade  should  assist  planning  personnel  in  developing  a  search  pattern 
to  maximize  the  usefulness  of  the  APD, 

5.  (C,)  It  is  recommended  that  the  aircraft  team  used  on  a  "Sniffer” 

mission  consist  of  a  "slick“  carrying  the  APD,  and  two  gunships  for 
protection.  An  LOR  is  desirable  and  is  employed  for  visual  reconnais¬ 
sance  of  areas  of  significant  readings,  A  navigator/plotter  in  one  of 
the  gvinships  controls  the  "Sniffer”  search  patteni,  plots  actual  flight 
lines  and  annotates  the  plot  with  readings.  He  is  in  communication  t'dth 
the  “Sniffer"  operator  at  all  times. 
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6.  (G)  If  tho  APD  has  an  oscillograph  rocordor,  the  operator  can  mark 

significant  events  (entrance  and  exit  fi’om  area,  turns)  on  the  tape. 

This  allovirs  for  accurate  post-mission  aiialysis  for  intelligence  and 
planning, 

7«  (C)  When  in  doubt  as  to  whether  readings  are  a  residual  or  an  actual 

scent.  Riot  Control  Agent  CS  shotGLd  W  dispensed  to  drive  the  enenor  out 
of  hiding.  The  area  of  CS  employroont  should  be  closely  observed  for 
movement,  CS  should  be  cairied  on  all  APD  missions  and  used  as  often 
as  the  situation  allows, 

8,  (C)  Tho  Target  Information  Center  has  made  extensive  use  of  infor¬ 

mation  from  APD  as  a  valid  indication  of  enoiny  occupation  of  bujiker 
ctamplexes  and  other  **hard  targets'*.  During  the  period  1^  -  30  May  69# 
twelve  areas  were  engaged  by  artillery  or  air strikes  resulting  in  12 
eneiry  K3A  (BC),  5  secondary  explosions,  27  bunkers  and  8  timnels  destroyed. 
The  25th  Infantry  Division  te.s  recently  embarked  on  a  plan  where  all  Eagle 
Flights  and  Aororiflo  opei’ations  will  be  accompanied  by  "Sniffer"  as  a 
moans  of  finding  lucrative  insertion  areas.  The  program  is  too  new  to 
be  assessed  at  this  time. 
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SUPERVISED  BY 


•LIRGET  INFORtftTION  CENTER 
Map  Syribols 


Seven-day  Plot  Sj.'v.bols: 

A  -  People  Sniffer 
X  -  Ked  Haze 
fflii  -  SUiR 

f-  Radar  Sighting 
-  Contacts 

Aircraft  Receiving  Fire 
“O-  Aircraft  Receiving  Fire 
C  -  Duffle  Bag  Activations 
•  -  SBIR 


-  CrOT  Served  Weapon 

-  Smil  Arms 


Hard  Target  Symbols 
-  V  -  Trails 
‘imAk.  **  Bunkers 
n  -  Foxhole 

-  Trench 

Q  -  Tunnel  Entrance 

-  Stinicture 
AA  Position 
Rocket  Position 

^NuM  Numerous 
pn  -  Base  Camp 

-  Trail  Concentration 

1^  -  Hospital 

Como  Liaison  Station 
'^•'G  "  Underground 

_ _  -  Position 

0  -  Storage 

-  Ammo  Cache 

-  Foot  Bridge 

-  Highway  Bridge 
OLP  Off  Loading  Point 

P  -  Possible 
Q  -  Camouflaged 

-  Graves 
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!^th  Inf  Div 

‘crm  235-Ji  (lO  Jim  69) 


CONFIDENTIAL 


I 


25th  Inf  Div 

Form  23,6-R  (10  Jun  69J 


Flight  Line 


ifeARCK  PAITERM 


pattern  direct t©ii_ 

^  ;j^ 

300  motors 


WIND 
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f 


OPEN 

Scent  Dissipates  quickly 
POOR 


"^OODS  JUITOLE 

Scent  rises  above  trees,  but 
trees  slow  dissipation 
BEST 


OPEN  WOODS  -  JUNGLE 

If  little  wind,  scent  Little  scent  rises  above  trees 

dissipates  slcwly  POOR 

FAIR 
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1,  (C)  OroTxnd  Surveillance  Radars.  Ground  Surveillance  Radars  provide 
all-weather,  2I4.  hour  surveillance  capability  with  the  ability  to  detect 
targets  during  periods  of  reduced  visibility.  They  provide  accurate 
target  information  data  pennitting  immediate  ertgagemont  by  fire  or  other 
appropriate  tactical  reaction.  Three  types  of  ground  svirvoillanoe  Mdars  are 
presently  employed  within  the  25th  Infantry  Division, 

a,  AN/rPS-25,  A  doppler  principle  radar,  organic  to  Division 
Artillery  Headquarters  Battery,  with  an  ability  to  detect  moving  person¬ 
nel  at  ranges  of  10-12  Id-lometers  under  favorable  terrain  condition.  It 
is  used  to  provide  coverage  of  those  areas  determined  to  bo  most  lucrative 
ipr  the  .detection  of  eneitQr  main  force  movements, 

b,  AN/PPS-5,  a  doppler  principle  radar,  organic  to  division  man¬ 
euver  battalions  with  a  maximum  range  of  5  kilometers  to  detect  moving 
personnel  targets.  It  is  used  primarily  to  provide  medium  range  identi¬ 
fication  and  location  of  hostile  targets  during  periods  of  reduced 
visibility  with  the  secondary  mission  of  providing  close  in  detection 
of  enemy  movement  around  fire  support  bases,  critical  bridges  and  base 
camps, 

c,  AN/PPS-U,  A  doppler  principle  radar,  retained  within  divisional 
maneuver  battalions,  with  a  1,5  kllbmeter  detection  range.  They  are  sited 
primarily  to  provide  protection  to  •  jght  defensive  positions  and.  small 
critical  installations  such  as  brieges, 

2,  (C.)  Planning  the  employment  of  grotmd  surveillance  radars  ip  under 

the  general  staff  supervision  of  the  ACofS,  G2,  The  Division  Artillery 
Commander  is  responsible  for  the  operational  employment  of  AN/rPS-25 
radar,  i,o,  selection  of  site  locations  which  maximize  surveillance 
capability  in  areas  directed  by  the  Commanding  General,  and  for  providing 
long  rar^e  surveillance  capability  in  areas  directed  by  the  Commanding 
General,  The  AN/PPS-U  and  AN/PPS-5  radars  are  under  autonomous  operational 
and  on5)loyment  control  of  the  raneuver  battalion  commander.  He  uses 
current  intelligence  indicators  to  determine  the  best  possible  site 
location  to  n&ximize  the  surveillance  capability.  To  jarovide  greater 
infjn?m.tion  accuracy,  all  AN/rF3-25  and  AN/lTS— 5  t*£dar  aro_ 

surveyed,  and  towore  are  provided  the  AN/PPS-5  to  minimize  "dead  space". 

The  radars  are  surveyed  to  an  accuracy  of  10-digit  UTM  coordinate,  which 
contributes  to  fast,  accurate  artillery  engagement.  During  the  past  menth^ 
a  concerted  effort  was  made  to  enhance  the  capabilities  of  grsfpid  surveil¬ 
lance  radars.  An  advisoi^''  team  for  USiSCOM  inspected  all  rada:i^  sites,  A 
mobile  training  team  followed  the  IJSAEX30M  team  to  all  sites,  giving  advice 
on  siting  and  maintenance,  and  givirjg  opei'ators  instruction  on  their  radars, 
located  at  their  unique  sites,  A  rodar  operator  school  was  established 
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at  Ou  Chi.  OraduAtos  from  this  school  arc  tho  nucleus  of  the  \mit  OJT 
programs.  In  tho  timo  period  since  training  bogan,  three  tijnos  as  r,ianjr 
radar  sightings  have  boon  w\do  as  compfirod  to  a  similar  timo  period 
ijuttsdiatoly  before  training. 

3,  (C)  Tho  Target  Information  Center  (TIC)  monitors  ground  surveillance 

radar  sightings  as  reported  to  02  Operations  in  tho  DTOC.  After  plotting 
tho  sightings  and  anal^ing  the  Intelligonce  situation,  the nay 
recomnond  a  combat  response  in  addition  to  artillery.  The  TIC  may  also 
rocoimnond  confirmation  of  tho  sighting  by  othor  surveillance  moans. 

U,  (C)  Rosultsfor  tho  period  1  IJoy  thru  6  Jmio  1969  are  tabiklntod 
Body  count  is  generally  a  result  of  artillery  reaction;  hewovor.  Night 
Hawk  UH-1  aircraft  have  boon  inccarporatsd  into  tho  system  with  positive 
results,  P^^y8ioal  body  count  is  indicated  below;  hewovor,  tho  actual 
nunhor  of  ono^^y  killed  is  much  higher  as  indicated  by  numerous  drag  marks 
and  blood  trails  located  jja  tho  aroa.s  fired  on. 


INCLUSIVE 

DkTES 

NUMBER  OF 
SmiTTINClS 

NUMBER  OF  TARGETS 

engaged 

ENEMI 
KIA  (BC) 

1  May  -  6  Jun  69 

273 

2U 

U5 

Ground  surveillanco  radars  have  been  notably  successful  in  giving  early 
warning  of  battalion  and  multi-battalion  attacks  on  Patrol  Bases  Diamond 
and  Frontier  City  and  at  ^'iro  Support  Base  Crook. 
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